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11 It is clear,'' continued the letter, 11 that the late revocation of Mr. 
Trist' s powers, not known until now, and not yet officially communi­
ca.ted to the Mexica.ngovernment, cannot have theeffectof invalidating 
or cancelling what has been agreed upon in due and proper time .... 
That whicb is done by an agent with adequate powers prior to their 
revocation, or prior to his receipt of notice of revoca.tion, is valid and 
in full force, more especially where there has been a positive accept­
ance by the otber party. Tbese principies, so well known and so 
well founded in natural reason a.nd in every system of law, tbough they 
may not go so far as to compel Mr. Trist to conclude a treaty with us, 
assuming bis powers ha.ve been revoked, do certainly require bis gov­
ernment to continue the negotiations begun in due sea.son by their 
own agent and accepted fortbwith by our government." 1 

For several days therefore Couto and bis a&ociates 
reasoned with Trist and urged him not to leave Mexico. 
Every argument that could be drawn from the situation- of 
the two countries, every artíul fiattery that could be de­
vised, was employed. Scott himself was on the side of tbe 
Mexicans. He urged Trist to stay and finish the good work 
he had begun, and he also encouraged the Mexican commis­
sioners by the expression of a confident belief that any treaty 
Trist might sign would be duly ratified at W ashington.1 

Trist, however, for several days remained fi.rm. On · o­
vember 24 he wrote officially to Peña y Peña announcing 
his recall and the revocation oí bis powers, and he informed 
the State Department that he would start for home 88 soon 
as Scott could conveniently send a train to Vera Cruz,ª 

1 Pefia y Pefia to Couto, Nov. 24, 1847; Roa Btircena, Jnuasion N~Amtti,, 
cana, 583. Th.is author bad access to copies oí the private correspondence 
between Pelia and Couto, letters of Don Luis de la Rosa, communica~ 
both official and priva.te between the Mexica.n government and its comJJlJll­
sioners, draíta of the treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo, notes on various points 
tbat ca.me up in the course of the negotiations, etc. These papera were col­
lected by Scfíor Couto with the intention of writing an account of the ne&O-
tiations, but tbey were never published.-(Ioid., 589, note.) . 

'Scott's Aulobu,graphy, 516. lt seems likely that both Scott ~d Trist 
believed that the a.dministra.tion now wisbed for much more of MCXICO tban 
California and New Mexico, and would therefore be much vexed at the ~­
ing oí a. trcaty on the lines of Trist's original instructions, but that public 
opinion would force its ratification in apite oí the administration. 

3 ,Trist to Pefta, Nov. 24:, 1847; Trist to Buchanan, Nov. 27, 1847; Sen. [)oc. 

52, 30 Cong., 1 seas., 231, 230. 
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n the fourth oí Decemb . S 
ment that "Mr. Trist wJ: :ott wro~ to the W ar Depart-

But befare Scott wrote f. d~wn w1th the next train." i 

had finally determined to, rist_ ~d changed bis mind and 
b remam 10 Me · His 

was ver ally announced to the M . xico. decision 
the third of December. exican commissioners on 

"Mr. Tristh · disposed to as given us to understand " Couto 
him to Was=gtme the respo?5ibility of a'treaty w~:~• "that h~ is 
Se on, where, m his O ¡ . . . 1 e can take With 

nate. He is willing, ü there . p ruon, it will be approved by the 
proc~ds on the basis of the terri1~;nl s:urance that the negotiation 
to withdraw tbe note in which he a~ em_ands of the United States, 
powers, and to answer your co g . e n~ti~ of the revocation of bis 
~ent of commissioners by sa. i~urucation ~ regard to the appoint­
tír°~ to continue the negotiatio~ b!o~t, ;~ bis part, he has no objec­
o ptember. He has informed us a o m cons~uence of the events 
n;s5 and good faith, that he and G, ~~tly With complete frank-
0 peace, and that a continuance f ¡ne . tt are sincerely desirous 
~~ by producing grave compli:f e w~r will ~nd by ruining Mexico 

mted Sta tes." 2 ions ID the interna! aHairs of the 

On the next day after thi 
Thornton at Querétaro co~ 3:111ou;:cement Trist wrote to 
reasons for bis change of mmg t e news, and giving the 

purpose. . 

"I am now resolved, and co~itted " h 
me a trea.ty of pea.ce, ü the Mexi , e wrote, "to carry home with 
ven!ure upon making one on thC:\ go_vernment feel strong enough to 
Pf'OJect originally presented by me asIS, as regards boundary, of the 
and carry through a trea.ty on thi .b. · .. !1 they feel able to make 
talk or think for an instant of an s tt1s, it wouJd be utterly idle to 
gle word on the subject; Iet themy s: tr• and I cannot listen to a sin­
made. If they do not feel thus ahi e word and the treaty shall be 
th:~ouJs,dand dismiss forever ali th:~;:~th;m ¿urrender at once to 
, s o not now make the ff o a eaty .... 

VJction on these three points: FJrs:\~~! for m~ cle~r and períect con­
:vernment: Secondly, that if the, rese peace IS still_ the desire of my 
. once, ~ chance for making a tr~t nt op~rturuty be not seized 

:rnod-pro~ably forever: Thir/íu,~:!:.t 7~ ~e lost for an indefi-
ch the Mexican government can b .18. ~e utmost point 

i S tt . y any poss1bibty venture 
1 ~to % ~::; i: 4,J847¡ ibid., 144. . •. ' 

a, ec. 3, 1847; Roa Bárcena., 590. 
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t nd roy country m tb1S f d t to my governroen a K . I 
"What is my line o _u, y . which I fin<l myself? nowmg, as 

most extraordi~ary pos1t10nt i:ish oí both, is it, can it be ?1Y duty dto 
d that peace ts the earnes b 1 t by my conformmg to a e­o, f peace to e o ' posed 
allow this last chance or t ta.ken with ref erence to a ~up 

ination of tbat governmen , . the reverse of that whi~h actu-
term thin in this country enttr ly to the conclus1on that 
state º! ts? gsUpon ful\ reflectio~, I have ~m~ u pon this conclusion I 
ally eXJS · tbe oppostte course, an my duty is, to pursue,, i 

ha ve taken my stand. 

: nt off a more than usu~y l~ng 
Two days later Tnst se State Department, m which 

and involved despatcf ~ !~r to Thornton, defiantly ~­
he enclosed a cop~ o dis b y orders and developed his 
nounced bis intent10n to 'do etally he' also discu ed the 

· Inc1 en , · ) the reasons for domg so.. ('ust then Scott's béte noire' 
cbaracter of Gen~ral P~ow i armistice in August, the folly 
wisdom of Scott m making t ~gton Unwn (Pol~'s ~ews­
and wickedness of the_ Wa~ anta Anna's sincenty m th_e 
paper organ) ~ t~e qu:~!º:o:idary of Texas, ~nd the P~: 
former negotLa.tions, . Pillow-" an intnguer of umm 
dent's weakne~ in trustmg. baseness." 2 It is unneces­
aginable and mco.mpre~ensib::duction. It is enough to_say 
sary to analyze tbis tedious p insolent toward the Amen_can 
that its tone was extremely through it "the tbinly 
administration, and that th;:,~r:nt had changed his plans 
disguised innuendo that theation of ali Mexico."ª . 
and now favored the annex t having thus succeeded m pe~-

The Mexican governmen . and treat for peace, it 
• ent to remam eager 

suading the Amencan ag that they would have been . 
might have been supposed t and endeavor to g~t ro: 
to seize the favora?le mome~ but mañana was agam t e 

. tted to defirute terms' 
commi 1 sess., 26&-268-

1847 · Sen. Doc. 52, 30 Cong., rson towhomthe 
1 Trist to. ~orotoTnh D~~~ cop; omits _the na.medoi!i,~: show that it '11'88 

I•nl:cs in ongrnal. e p hi in Washington an 
""'" ·tte but the are ves nAl'I of letter was wr1 n, The gres.ter i-· 

addressed to Thornton. 6 1847¡ Slate De-pi. MSS. 231-266. 
t Trist to Bucha?an, P1en' Doc. 52, 30 Con~., 1 ~-.Amer. Hist. Rev., X, 

this despatch is P~!nted in t . of Guadalupe Rid~go, 7-1848," by E. G. 
a J S Reeves, The Tres.U .Yted S•ntes and Mexico, 184 · · "The ni = 

309-324¡ and seeHist Rev V 491-502. 
Bourne, Amer. · ., ' 
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word, and the government found new pretexts for delay. 
When the subject was discussed by Thornton with Peña y 
Peña the 1atter explained that the Mexican commissioners 
must be confirmcd by the Senate, or, during its recess, by 
the council of government, befare they could act; that he 
was convinced the then existing council would not confirm 
the commissioners, especially Cuevas, but that the new 
Congress would meet in January, and he prof essed himself 
sure of their approval. He had therefore written to the 
three commissioners, in the city of Mexico, 

"desiring them to assure l\fr. Trist tbat on the installation of the new 
Congress, he should immediately demand their sanction for the new 
commissioners, and would then give them instructions on the basis 
proposed by Mr. Trist, if the latter considered himself justified in 
waiting till that time." 

Thornton expressed himself as very much afraid that this 
delay would be fatal.1 And Cauto wrote that confirmation 
by the Senate in such a case was unnecessary, as was shown 
by the practice theretofore followed. 2 

For about three weeks the doubts professed by Peña y 
Peña prevented ali formal negotiations, although Trist pri­
vately met the Mexican com.missioners from time to time, 
and sorne progress was madc toward coming to an under­
standing. Indeed, on December 29 Trist wrote that, "ac-

1 Thomton to Palmerston, Dec. 11, 1847, No. 21; F. O. MSS. 
2 Roa. Bárcena., 588. A similar question has been severa.! times diacllBSed 

in the United Sta.tes, one of the cases in point being that of Trist himselí. A 
number oí instances involving the power of the President of the United Sta.tes 
to appoint, without the a.dvice and consent of the Sena.te, agents for the purpose 
of conducting negotiations with foreign countries, are collected in Moore's 
l111ernati<Jnal Law Digest, IV, 452--456. Th~ subject was debated at some 
length in the Sena.te in 1888 in connection with the unratified Bayard-Chamber­
lain Fiaheries Treaty, which was negotiated by the Secretary of Sta.te assisted 
by Mess.rs. Angell and Putnam, who then held no official position and had not 
been nominated to or confirmed by the Senate. The soundest doctrine seems 
to be that stated by Sena.tor Sherman. "The President oí the United Sta.tes 
has the power to propose treaties, subject to ratification by the Sena.te, and he 
lllay use such agencies 118 he chooses to employ-except that he cannot take 
any money from the Treasury to pay these agents without an appropria.tion 
by law .... In my judgment, he has a right to use such mea.ns 118 are neces­
aary to bring about any treaty."-(Cong. Record, Aug. 7, 1888, p. 7287.) 
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600 . · ed in the 
bilit a treaty wi1l be Sign . 

cording to every proba . ~, " and that it would be rati-
course of a wee~ from thís tun~rl in January, although he 
fied b the Mexican C??gress y overnment to comm~nd 
dd dy that "the inabilit~ of the g 'de for the travelling a e wred to proVI 

even the small sum req " ade the presence of a quorum 
expernies of the me:\'ers n:V negotiator had appear;\.º: 
doubtful.1 Meanw e \ Mr Percy W. Doyle, the n IS 
the scene in the ~erson o . 

secretary of legat1on. b t in England on leave, reache~ 
Doyle who had been a sen escorted up by a troop o 

e 'z early in December, was . ed in the city of Vera ru lry and arnv h 
L . iana volunteer cava , b Two days later e 
~:co on the ele~enth of Dece~ci~t of the state of the 
wrote to the Fore1gn Office an a 

negotiations. ted " ca.lled 
. • " be repor , f tbe Comnussioners, bo t to start 

"Señor Atri5ta1,r::h:i Mexico, to say t:it ~~:~e:er~ Govem­
on me as soon as Secret Mission to persu e Mr Trist who had 
for Queréta; ~:e ~m and bis colleagues _to :ee!ase ~f the,failure of 
ment to au hi?n that he will be obliged, m . e ch a. case no propo-
decla.red to m, th country and that m s? 

. t, to leave e ' t Washington. _ 
this attemp i1I be received except a b th Parties. Senor 
sition for Pea.ce w ke t most secret by o h said that 

" This matter has been ~ here for the present, as ? I should 
Atrista.in begged ~e to r~°:!lln lea.ve to trea.t wit~ Mr. :r1Stotherwise 
h uld he succeed m obtammgd difficulties wbich m1ght s o . tbing own f eat use m smoo beogr . ,, 

prove most senous. t d to remain at 
h t he had cansen e that Doyle further wrote t a . on to Querétaro, and 

the oity of Mexihco u:;;\;:; it was true that :n:,:;~ 
Atristain had t en . co and whether s e 
would interfere to su?portf !';1 t~ty that might be ~~ 

arantee the executíon o s he said, were curren 
~th the United. Sta tes. Re:: rioyle would ha~ brot: 
that eff ect, and it was suppl d. but Doyle explamed 

IDS• tructions from Eng an 1a' him to use hls good offices 
new ad ely to t · ter-Lord Palmerston h roer d that "I could no m 

11 d pon to do so, an 275 whenever ca e u Doc 52 30 Cong., 1 seas., . 
· WlW;~ . . ' 
1 Trist to Buoha.nan, Dec. ' 
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fere in any other way, nor could I think for an instant of 
o.ff ering any sort of guarantee on the part of Great Britain." 1 

The ideas of British interposition to shield Mexico in the 
last resort and of a British guarantee of the treaty of peace 
were not novel. Of the first, Peña had spoken to Tbornton 
in ovember, saying that the greatest difficulty which the 
government had had to encounter was the confidence of the 
war party that Great Britain would come to the aid of 
Mexico, a notion which Thornton did his best to dispeI by 
writing a note to Peña in which he exp1ained the determina­
tion of her Majesty's govern.ment to observe the strictest 
neutrality.2 

The other notion, that Great Britain might consent to 
guarantee the due observance of a treaty of peace with the 
United tates, had been brought forward in writing in the 
course of the August negotiations, though Trist had Ief t it 
unanswered.ª The subject was also submitted to Lord Pal­
merston on September 21, 1847, in a note from Señor Mora, 
then Mexican minister in London; to which Palmerston re­
plied on October 7, declining to give such a guarantee. The 
same question was again put verbally to Thornton by Cauto 
in October, and Thornton at that time answered that he be­
lieved the British government would not be inclined to enter 
into such an engagement, and expressed his ":firm convic­
tion" that the U nited Sta tes government would not agree to 
it.• Thornton's reply was, Iater on, approved by Palmers­ton. 

"It is highly improbable," the latter wrote, "that the United St.ates 
would be a party to an application to Great Britain to guarantee a 
Treaty between the United States and Mexico, and without such an 
application from both parties such an interference of Great Britain 
would be t.ant.amount to an alliance with one party contingently 

. &gaÍ.nst the other.", 

1 Doyle to Pa.Imerston, Dec. 13, 1847, No. 3; F. O. MSS. 
1 Thornton to Palmerston, Nov. 26, 1847, No. 14; ibid. 
a See page 515, above. 
'Thomton to Palmerston, Oct. 29, 1847, No. 7; ibid. 
6 Palmerston to Thornton, Deo. 28, 1847, No. 2; ibid. 
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602 ·t· e than Thorn• 
1 less p0S1 1v , till hoped to find Doy e of Palmerston s Cou to s 1 to roduce a copy 

ton, but Doyle was abe ~hich was decisive.1 . 
1 t Mora of October 7, 1 interview with Couto, 

rep y o . tbree weeks after Doy e s 11 ·des finally yielded 
Two 01 • from a si , 'th - Peña under prcssm e . ioners to go on Wl 

P~a y 1 ~d instructed the c~mrrussf , points were thor-bIS crup : , . . d by that time ow 
l,he neaot1abons, an 

hl º understood: with the Rio Grande as 
oug y . to surrender Texas . d Upper Cali-1 [exico was ali f T cw MeXJ.co an · dalo 0 
a boundary I an t ould not 
fornia.z B :t . would lend its good offices, bu w 2 Great n am 

oth~rwise intei:·e~e. . uld not be a party to the treaty or 
3 Great Br1tam "º 
· te · ts performance. uniary compensa-

guaran eU1 ·t d tates would pay a pee 4 The ru e 
. . h Mexican com-

tion to Me~co. the instructions scnt to ~ e d this under· 
N everthe essD, ber 30 on thei.r f ace, ~gnore ' Roa Bár-

missioners on ccem . ' e tions which, says r,,.,.,,. 
. and began w1th sugg matters of forro \Y"' 

standing, d ubtedly made a 1;11e:e . the first place, 
cena, were un o ) Thc comnuss1oners, m . t of the 

· · de forma · . diate ret1remen 
exigencias d vor to procure the lffiIDC d d the Gila River. 
were ~o en :: north of the Rio Gran e .anns with respect to 
Amcncan ai y h American pretensio . resenta­
In the next plact t :ssed upan by a congress off ekon tbe 
Mexico were to e p . nations by who e ec . 

f all the Amencan ' . . Thc Mcxi-
tives O . 13 1847, No. 3; ibúl._ uea;ting 

erst-0n (pos cnpt), Dec. Trist to join them in r{it Trist 
1 
Do~~:¡::~ did, howev~~!~ ~h!e~ecution of t~:~r~:~~t accoytl· 

canB co ·t· h goverrunent to gua Id not hcar of such a g lhat qucst1on 
the n IS • Government wou . 'tation whcnever 
''declarcd that,;? t always showcd "grcAt U'n1arch 14, 1848; ibid.~ partiei 

ing to ~jº~po~~"-(Do~le to ~~:~:~~" werc undcrst:1 l:Cific ocean,. 
wn: ;:e words "New Mwco ~~ Mcxico from Texas ~~ defincd and th~ 

to include the who~ri: i:;he°two pro~in?cs.~io~e;~ uninhabited ~!~. 
alth?ugh ~~ b;::~hcir a.cknowledge_~ J~~~ Qu tion of the ~r;7_229, 
tcrr1tory e w Cardinal Good\\m, "S. W. Jlist. Quar.! ' ndariel· 
but unknown. . <;e the C-Onvention of 1849,_ ·ng widely ditTermg bou ly se· 
dary of Cali(orru~ i:efers to severa) map~ g~~7) was, bowever, express 
where th¡~• aut:~ of Mexico (pubhs~t:cia1upe Ilidalgo. 
Disturnc s mlh ·ty by thc trealy o •ed as au on cepa 
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United States must agree to abide; or, if this could not be 
arranged, an eff ort should be made to have the matter sub­
mitted to the arbitration of a friendly power. 

Having paid this tribute to appearances, the Secretaiy of 
Relations then proceeded to business. The boundary line 
was to follow the Río Grande to a point two leagues north of 
El Paso, then to the source of the Gila River, down the Gila 
to the Colorado, and then to the Pacific to a point north 
of the village of an Diego. The boundaries were to be 
guaranteed by sorne strong and friendly power; the terri­
tory ceded wa~ to be promptly organized into states or terri­
tories; the property held for rcligious purposes was to be 
protccted; the validity of grants of 1and previou ly made by 
Mexican authorities was to be recognized; the U nited tates 
government was to assurne all claims of American citizens 
again t Mexico, and was to agre nevcr to annex any more 
Mexican territ01y; the American rumies were to be with­
drawn immediately upon tbe signing of the treaty; all cap­
tured artillery and munitions of war were to be restored, 
and the custom-houses were to be at once returned to the 
Mexican authoritie . 

These, with sorne other matters of less importance, con­
stituted the general instructions. By separate docurnents 
the commissioners were instructed to endeavor to get the 
line of the r ueces, instead of the Rio Grande, and they 
were only to yield this point if the treaty could not other­
wise be made; and they were not to accept less than thirty 
millions as campen ation from the U nited tates for the 
ces.sions of ten-itory. Finally, by secret instructioDB (prob­
ably inspired by Thomton), they were empowered to receive 
payment in bonds of the English debt, of the latest issue, at 
a price not more than ten per cent over the average price 
on the London market during the previous six months.1 

These instructions from Querétaro reached the city of 
Mexico on the first day of January, 1848, and on the next 

1 Roa Bárcena, 595. A summary of the points actually presented by the 
cornmi ioners i annexed to a dcspatch from Doyle t-0 Pahnerst-0n, Jan. 14, 
1848,, o.10; F. O. MSS. The point last mentioned above was not presented. 
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day the first official conf erence was held, and the formalities 
were disposed of. On the following days the negotiators got 
fairly down to business. Trist explained that the line of the 
Río Grande and the inclusion of San Diego in the cession of 
Upper California was a sine qud non; but he made no diffi­
culties as to the proposed clauses relative to the civil rights 
of the inhabitants of the ceded te1Titories. He a1so said he 
would not pay Mexico more than fifteen million dollars, 
and waiving for the time being the final adjustment of these 
points, the Mexican commissioners prepared a draft treaty 
which they were willing to agree to. 

In the meantime Anaya's term of offi.ce had come to an 
end. He had been elected to hold office only to the eighth 
of January, by which time it was expected that the new Con­
gress would have assembled. o quorum of Congress, how­
ever, appeared then, or for many montbs aftenvard, and thc 
presiding judge of the Supreme Court once more stepped into 
the Presidency. Peña's re-elevation to that dignity left open 
the office of Minister of Relations, and Luis de la Rosa was 
again appointed to that post; so that the administration 
was now composed of precisely the same persons as in the 
:first part of ovember. 

The temporary President and bis Minister of Relations, 
to whom the essential points of boundary and compensation 
were referred, were not nearly so ready to yield to Trist's 
exigencies as the better-informed commisfiloners in the city 
of Mexico. On January 14 Rosa wrote that the govern­
ment disapproved the boundary line as laid down by Trist, 
and he also again insisted that the sum to be paid by the 
United Sta.tes should not fall below thirty millions. A week 
later, in reply to urgent letters from the commissioners, he 
again wrote, declining to give up San Diego or to surrender 
any portian of the states of Sonora or Chihuahua. 

Wbile Rosa was thus trying to get better ten:ns-al· 
though he was in eff ect presented with an ultimatum to 
which he could only answer yes or no-the commissioners 

' were becoming greatly alarmed le t their eff orts should, 
after ali, prove vain. They had tried from the very first 
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btS reetoan .. u cott had had arnustice penclino- . . 
fact was h a lesson on the sub. t 6 negotiat1ons · 
f , owever, that h Jec and refused T , 

a ter the occupation of th e w~ not strong enough f . he 
movement and h e capital to undert k or weeks 
sorne rath;r v e seems to have given th a e any _fo~ard 
not tak ~e assurances to th e comroiSSioners 
pendin/ ~~r s:10us hostile steps :J!~t th~t _he would 
out were to h ese reasons the only d t egotiations were 
navaca, and ;:ch relatively near-by to~ a~hments he sent 
carry on furth uca, although his orde ~oluca, Cuer-er aggressi rs reqwed hirn ,, 
quests; to dis ve operations· to hi to 
To the W: perse the remainin , ac eve new con 
tention ofar Department he annogunarmdy of the enemJ,."; 

occupvin z ce how 
soon as he was suffi ~·? acatecas and S~ 1 ~ver, the in-
pressed the sam c1ently reinf orced 2 and tus Potosí as 
ary the tim f e purpose to others B th he doubtless ex-
have come. e or renewed aggressíve fpe et~ddle of Janu-ra wns seemed to 

"M . arshall's d' • . ,, 
yesterda d IVlSion, the Mexican . . 
to-O Y, an General Scott comm1ss1oners wr " 
of t:Y, can no longer suspena': the English chargé d'a~t~, arrived 

e country u.nle h e movement.s t . . aues told us 
be signed."3 ss e has complete or m1J1tary occupaf assurance that th ion 

e treaty will 

f Any general advance f h 
orward to with dis o t e American troo 

whatever senf may, for they feared ·t ps they looked 
alarm w unent there was in í I would dissipate 
city of ::eatly increased by the ::: of p~ace; and their 
of San Luis~ on the seventeenth of Ja s, which reached the 
ment at Queréottosí had "pronounced "nauarr, that the state 
Jalis aro. It al gamst the 

co, and Zacate was . o reported that G g~vern-
cas would Join in th uanaJuato 

i M e movement , 
arcy to Scott o · 

a Scott to M , et. 6, 1847 · Sen D :tary rnove:e°:ts ~:-ín27t 1847¡ ~.,";J_21 :;~ng., 1 sess., 13S. 
Dec ~Y be rnade to bis ~~d following the gen~ review of Scott's 

1000, 10:d1~11847, and Jan. 6 uJ:Y! 55H2-584, a:?s:t~f :1exico refer-
, Couto , d . , ' m . R. Doc. 60 30 C cspatches of 

an others to Ro J ' ong., 1 sesa 
sa, an. 23, 1848· R B ., , oa árcena, 602. 
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" Doyle wro e, C tr . rd 1 • may suppose, t in this oun Y, "As your Lo s up . mong the Peace par y f l the hopes 
sed t consternat1on a ·aI] prove success u' be 

cau grea h. Revolution even part1 ! I fear for the present 
for should t IS f ncluding a Peace, will, :noney or means of 
we have had o ~ al Government has no be tempted to 
destroyed. . The e::t and other States may ~:re found to put 
resisting this move~ ~ b an Luis, unless mean was determined 
follow the exampleGg1v ral §cott told me yesterday lh;overnment, but 
it down at once. ane~:is, and defend the Gen~~:ir existence ~ the 
to Mar~h upon ! ht prove fatal to them, ased by the Amer1cans. 
even this step . g would then be guara~ted f the Government to 
e •es of the nati~n . . made by the frien s º. ell as to get 
. ~ .. Every exerbon 1s_b;1:!s attempt at Revo!utionf, as :e Peace once 

tbem to resIS th 1 ss of tune; or "i encourage . d ·thout any fur er o . this Country. 
tbe Peace signe .w~t take a. very diff erent turn m 
signed, events mig L . failed for 

1 t' in an UlB h ttempted revo u ion stationed 
However, t e a handful of government troops b but 

]ack of S1JP!'º.rt-~h';.¡ 0 the anxious days pa :e !;po,­
there remammg J ~ecision !roro Querétaro ! to But while 
without "t:; ~¡ boundary and c~mpensatºt:Ue and labor 

~¿a ~:1 :Osa shid' ~ereth~::!~~=!e:u~o the framing of 
h d b en devote Y 
t~e other articlc of thc trcaty. l " hat iroportance is 

· ed " wrote Doy e, w . . they 
"lt is hardl~ to be :n:vwo~ds, and the ommi:~0:;: :rding 

attached in this cou:n~ous Mr. Trist should n~t alf their substance 
said to me, are m¡;t.cl as thev were not afra1d o t difficulties. 
of the di~erent t :cir wording might present ~e~:sed to ratiíy 
being ratified, bu roof of this that the C_onress the indemnity oí 
Tbey told me as aFp because in mentiomng ed instead of 

·th •rance, d 'P ar' was us tbe Treaty Wl • d the wor ag 
600 000 Dollars to be pa1 

' '"2 
'Entregar. nsulted on the 

h d onstantly been co 'd . but Do le it seems, a e caled to on both si e , 
y r' the treaty, and was app. hi h he showed much term o d tail concerrung w e 

there was only one e . F O MSS. See also Trist to 
J n 19 1848, No. 121 · · 278. . 

1 Doyle to Palmiri:i. ;c~- n~. 52, 3~ ~~~-¡/ ~fSS. ~agar=t~r:iy 
B~chanDoyfe\~ª;~lm~niton: ~a.~. 14, 1:t 'or 11ie ~1ethod o[ drafting the 

d \j TnsL s a.eco 288 Entr.onnr=to e ver. D 52 30 Gong., l sess., . .,,,- d. en oc. ' will be foun m . 
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interest, and that was the propo ed right of transit over the 
I thrnus of Tehuantepec. l\fackinto -h, the Briti h con ul, 
had a concession at Tehuantepec which he considered ex­
tremely valuable. Trist talked it over with Mackinto h 
(who suggested selling his rights to the United States), but 
did not press the point with the comrnissioner , and nothing 
was said about it in the treaty as draf ted. 

Trist, however1 could doubtless have got this or anything 
eJse he really wanted; for bis po ition, whenever he cho e to 
exert pressW'e, was one of extraordinary diplomatic strength. 
In the first place, the mere fact that he was acting in open 
defiance of orders was of great value, for he could always 
threaten to drop the negotiations in compliance with bis in­
structions if the demands he made were not 3t,o-reed to. 
Again, bis distance from Washington was an advantage, as 
he could refuse to permit the delay of a reference for further 
instructions; and, indeed, it was apparent that if he had 
asked for instructions, the reply would have been only a 
reiterated order to return home. And finally the backing of 
Scott's small but highly efficient army, capable of rapidly 
overrunning nearly the whole of .Mexico, gave weight to his 
words. 

By the Iast week in January the discu ions of the com­
missioners were concluded. othing remained to be said. 
The forro of the treaty was settled, and ali that was needed 
was to secW'e the approbation of the authorities at Queré­
taro.1 early t'Yo months had by this time elap ed since 
Trist had notified the Secretary of tate that he would not 
obey the arder for bis recall; and it was evident that new and 
more imperative ordcrs might come from Washington at any 
moment. cott might be ordered to place him undcr a.rrest 
and send hirn out of the countiy; and if the treaty, over 
wbich so much time had been spent was to be igned at all, 
it must evidently be done at once. Tri"'t therefore waited 

1 "The treaty agreed upon between niyself ang the Mexica.n plenipoteatiaries 
11ill, according to cvery probability, be igned immcdiately upon the return oí 
an expr which has just been d patcbcd to Querétaro."-(Trist to Buchaaan. 
Jan. 25, 1848¡ en. Doc. 52, 30 Cong., l sess., 280.) 


