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detachment, under Major Lally, which had left Vera Cruz 
on the sixth of August. Lally's detachment consisted of 
eleven companies of various regular regiments, a company of 
Georgia mounted volunteers and another of Louisiana 
mounted volunteers, and two six-pounder guns. He had in 
charge a train of sixty-four wagons, and ali the way to 
Jalapa he had been constantly in contact with strong guerilla 
forces, with whom he had fought a number of serious engage­
ments, his losses in killed, wounded, and missing being 
105 men out of his small force.1 He had felt it impossible, 
without reinf orcements, to advance farther with his wagon-

train. 
Starting from Jalapa on the afternoon of the first of Octo-

ber, the united forces (leaving behind them their sick and 
wounded and one of the troops of Louisiana horse) reached a 
hacienda about three miles east of opalúcan, where they 
carne in sigbt of small parties of Santa Anna's lancers. 
Lane was here inf ormed that the Mexican troops were not 
holding the Puebla road, as he had eiq>ected, but were posted 
at Huamantla. He was told that they numbered four thou­
sand roen and SÍ.X guns, and he resolved to tak.e the initiative. 
On the morning, therefore, of Saturday, the ninth of Octo­
ber, Lane started out for Huamantla, with about two thou­
sand men and one battery of artillery, leaving the Ohio regi­
ment, a part of the regular infantry1 and one ·battery of 
artillery to guard the wagons. 

When about two miles from Huamantla the cavalry were 
sent abead, and at once captured the village-which w~ 
weak.ly held-together with Santa Anna's artillery. But 
by this time Santa Anna had been notified of Lane's march, 
and had started back to meet him. As the toiling American 
infantry approached, they saw anta Anna's lancers gallop­
ing in from the left1 and an unequal race was begun for the 
village. The American cavalry, heavily outnumbercdi w~ 
badly cut up before the inf antry could arrive, but cou.rsge-

1 La.Ily's force was accompaoied by Baron von Grone, a young Ger!IJII 
officer, who on bis return to Germany m·ole a book enlitled Brief e ,abe, Nori­
A merika imd Mexiko, in which be gave an account of tbeso affaire, Sel 

pages 37-58. 
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To bis remaining handf ul of troops he issued an address in 
which he implied that he was being sacrificed in order that 
bis enem.ies m.ight conclude a shameful peace which he him­
self had not been willing to agrce to. 

Reyes soon marched back toward Querétaro while Santa 
Anna set off to join hís family at Tehuacan, a w'atering-place 
in the hills about seventy miles southeast of Puebla. Here 
he was very nearly captured by General Lane on Janua1y 23. 
Lane had been uccessf ully occupied during the intervening 
months in clearing the country for many mile around Puebla 
of the more or Je s organized bodies of guerrilleros. Leaving 
Puebla on Janua1y 21 with about three hundred and fifty 
men, and marching by night, he arrived at Tehuacan just 
before daylight, but Santa Anna had fled a couple of hours be­
fo re; and except for some isolated and minor operations, chiefly 
expeditions against the guerrilleros in the states of Puebla 
and Mexico, the operations of the American troops in the 
centre and northeastern part of the country were at an end.1 

Santa Anna, after hís hasty flight from Tehuacan, en­
deavored to reach the state of Oaxaca, but the then governor, 
Benito Juárez, refused him perrnission to come within that 
jurisdiction; and anta Anna's cou.rage and persistency hav­
ing at last given out, he wrote to the government at Queré­
taro for permission to leave the country. His pre tige was 
gone. His friends had left him. And under a saf e-conduct 
from the American authorities he depru.ted from Mexico on 
April 5, 184 , and eventually reached Jamaica, where he 
employed an abundant leisure in composing a defence of bis 
conduct in the war with the United States.2 

The British mini ter in Mexico, writing shortly after 
Santa Anna's resignation as President, had commented with 
precision upon bis rernarkable career. It would be hazard­
ous, Bankhead explained, to ay that Santa Anna's career 
was entirely over, although for the moment he had quitted 
the stage. 

1 As to Lane's severa! expeditions see en. Doo. 1, 30 Cong., l sess., 479-482, 
and H. R. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 2 ., 86-101¡ also Brackett, 146-247. 

1 Apelacion al buen Crüeric de l,os Nacúmales y Estrangeros (Mex:ico, 1 4.9.) 
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To his remaining handful of troops he issued an address in 
which he implied that he was being sacrificed in arder that 
bis enemies might concludc a sharneful peace which he him­
self had not been willing to agree to. 

Reyes soon marched back toward Querétaro, while Santa 
Anna set off to join his family at Tehuacan, a watering-place 
in the bilis about seventy miles southeast of Puebla. Here 
he was very nearly captured by General Lane on January 23. 
Lane had been successfully occupied during the intervening 
months in clearing tbe country for many miles around Puebla 
of the more or less organized bodies of guenilleros. Leaving 
Puebla on January 21 with about three bundred and filty 
roen, and marching by night, he arrived at Tebuacan just 
befare daylight, but SantaAnna had fled a couple of holll's be­
fore; and except for sorne i olated and minar operations, chiefly 
expeditions against the guerrilleros in the states of Puebla 
and Mexico, the operations of the American troops in the 
centre and northeastern part of the country were at an end.1 

Santa Anna, after his ha ty flight from Tehuacan, en­
deavored to reach the state of Oaxaca, but the then governor, 
Benito Juárez, refu ed him permission to come within that 
jurisdiction¡ and anta Anna's COlll'age and persistency hav­
ing at last given out, he wrote to the government at Queré­
taro for permission to Ieave the country. H:is prestige was 
gone. His friends had Ieft him. And under a afe-conduct 
írom the American authorities he departed from Mexico on 
April 5, 1 4 , and eventually reached Jamaica, where he 
employed an abundant leisure in campo ing a defence of his 
conduct in the war with tbe United States.2 

The British minister in Mexico, writing shortly after 
Santa Anna's re ignation as President, had commented with 
precision upan his remarkable career. It would be hazard­
ous, Bankbead explained, to say that Santa Anna's career 
was entirely over, although for the moment he bad quitted 
the stage. 

1 As to Lane's seveml expedjtions see Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., l sess., 479-482, 
and H. R. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 2 ., 86-101¡ also Brackett, 146-247. 

1 Apelacum, al buen Crüeri.o de los Nacumalcs y Eatrangeros (Mexico, 1849.) 
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place was occupied, the fortifications and powder-magazine 
were blown up, the artillezy was removed, and ali captured 
munitions of war were destroyed. The American Ioss was 
one man killed and five wounded. 

Leaving a small and quite inadequate garrison in the city, 
Peny withdrew to his ships. A harassing guerilla warf are 
was soon afterward begun, and there was considerable ick­
ness among the men.1 The detachment was therefore with­
drawn from San Juan Bautista to Frontera, at the mouth 
of the river, on the twenty-second of July-a movement 
which was hailed by the Mexicans as a victory. 2 The expe­
dition had really been a blunder of Perry's, for it had been 
costly out of all proportion to its possible results. 

"There is no particular object to be gained," he had written to the 
Navy Department in l\fay, "by a second attack of the city [of an Juan 
BautistaL as we have quiet po~on of the mouth of the river, 
which, with the occupation of Laguna, completely shuts the Tobas­
cans from the sea." a 

His real motive for subsequently undertaking the capture 
of the city is therefore not clear, though he explained that he 
wished to give the officers and men of two of his ships, which 
were about returning to the United States, "another oppor­
tunity of displaying their gallantry and zeal." ' 

On the Pacific coast the navy, early in January, 1847, 
was relieved from the nec~ty of co-operating with the 
army for the pacification and protection of California. The 
thoughts of the succ~ve naval commanders were then 
naturally turned toward operations upon the coasts of Lower 
California and of the states of Sonora and Sinaloa, and even 
farther south on the Pacific. About the end of March the 
sloop-of-war Portsmouth seized the srnall harbors of an 
José, San Lucas, and La Paz near the southern extremity of 
I.ower California; and she was followed by the sloop-of-war 

1 Reporta oí the skirmishes with the guerillaa up and down the Tabasco 
River are printed in the same volume, 12"21-1233. 

1 For the Mexican accounts see Roa Bárcena, 525-528. 
1Perry to Mason, May 24, 1847; H. R. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 2 sess., 1206. 1Same tosa.me, June 8, 1847; ibid., 1207. 
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her 11, 1 47, the Mexican garrison mak.ing no resistance 
and abandoning the town. A large force was Janded from 
the ships, but after an examination of the situation by Lleu­
renant Henry ~- Halleck, of the United States engineers, 
who accomparued the squadron, it was thought that three 
hundred men would be a suflicient garrison. This force held 
the place until the close of the war without being attacked 
by the Mexicana. They had, however, a number of skir­
mishes in the neighborhood of the town, which were chiefly 
the results of scouting expeditions made by the American 
garrison.1 

The last military operation of the war was the recapture of 
Chihuahua by an American force under the command of 
Colonel Sterling Price, who, it will be remembered had been 
lef t in command of the troops in ew Mexico. ' Early in 
February Price received information which led him to think 
that ~he Mexicans in Chihuahua contemplated taking the 
off ens1ve, and he therefore collected in the town of El 
Paso a considerable number of troops, mostly mounted. 
Starting from El Paso on March 1, he marched rapidly and 
without meeting any opposition to a point near the Sacra­
mento River (the scene of Doniphan's successful battle), 
where he was met by a flag of truce from General Trias, the 
military commander in the city of Chihuahua, who protested 
against the advance of the American.s "upon the ground 
that instruction.s had been received from the Mexican gov­
ernment suspending bostilities, as a treaty of peace had been 
concluded and signed by Commissioners on behalf of both 
governme~ts." Price did not think the evidence adduced 
satisfactory, and he therefore pushed forward and arrived 
at the city with part of his men at nine o'clock on the even­
ing of the seventh of March. He had marched about one 
hundred and forty miles in seven day , through a difficult 
country. 

1 !bid., 1089-1096, 1104-1110, 1120-1122. An interesting and bumorous 
&ccount of the blockade of Mazailan by the U. S. S. lnde'J)eTl,(},enee in May 
1847, and it.s occupation by tbe la.nding parties írom that and other ship~ 
from November, 1847, to March, 1848, wil1 be found in Lieutenant Wise's 
Lo& Gringos, 82-100, 142-202. 


