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The palace, conforming to the general trend of the ridge,
faces a little to the east of south. About it, on all sides, is a
terrace of irregular shape and varying width, which is in
part cut out of the rock and in part built up and supported
by massive retaining walls. At the easterly end, where the
rock was originally higher than elsewhere, a second and
higher platform exists, formed by cutting off the summit of
the hill at a level some fifteen or twenty feet above the prin-
cipal terrace. At the time of the American invasion access
to the palace was gained by a zigzag road or ramp cut along
the southerly face of the rock. Starting at the foot of the
ridge at the point nearest the city, the road mounted to the
lower or principal terrace with one sharp turn about half-
Way up.

The less precipitous slopes of the hill of Chapultepec and
a good deal of the land about its base were covered by a
noble grove of venerable cypresses; and the hill and grove,
together with some level open ground on the west, were en-
closed to form a rude and neglected park, the forerunner of
the beautiful pleasure-grounds which now delight the visitor
to the city of Mexico. Around three sides of this enclosure
there existed in 1847 high park walls, capable of offering a
serious obstacle to infantry. From east to west the walls
on each side ran nearly parallel to each other, and were about
fifteen hundred yards, or over three-quarters of a mile, in

- length. At the eastern end the enclosure was irregular in
. shape, and narrowed down to about a hundred and fifty
- The western end of the enclosure was formed by a range
of substantial stone buildings nearly a quarter of a mile long,
“Which were collectively known as the Molino del Rey, or
- King’s Mill. These buildings in the time of the Spaniards
 had been used, the southern end as a flour-mill, the northern
“&nd as a powder-mill; but at some later period a part of the

- dulldings had been occupied by a cannon foundry.
~ Chapultepec, with its rock, its enclosure, and its solid
m, constituted a military position which was evidently
omidable by nature, and was reported to have been forti-

\
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fied and to be strongly held; and many of the American
officers were of opinion that upon the renewal of hostilities
the first object should be the capture of this post. But when
the armistice came to an end Scott had no plan of action
ready. From the morning of August 21, when he first re-
ceived Santa Anna’s verbal request for a suspension of hos-
tilities, down to September 6, when Scott sent notice that
he would terminate the truce, more than sixteen days and
nights had elapsed, and no preparation whatever had been
made for the contingency of renewed hostilities.

“This evening,” wrote Colonel Hitchcock in his diary of Septem-
ber 6, “the General called some of us together, including Capt. Rob-
ert E. Lee (engineer), to consider the best mode of threatening and
attacking the city,—to determine the depot for the sick, wounded,

supplies, etc.”?

It was high time. From Tacubaya on the north to San
Agustin on the south, Scott’s army, now reduced to much
less than ten thousand effective men, was extended in a
line fully eleven miles long; and an enterprising enemy could
hardly have found much difficulty in defeating these dis-
tant divisions in detail. Scott, however, continued to repose
confidence in the Mexican lack of initiative, and for five
days longer he did not concentrate his forces.

“Being delayed,” he reported, “by the terms of the armistice more
than two weeks, we had now, late on the 7th, to begin to reconnoitre the
different approaches to the city, within our reach, before I could lay doun

any definitive plan of attack.”*

But before these reconnoissances were begun Scott’s at-
tention was called to the Molino del Rey by a rumor that
reached him, probably through Trist, that a cannon-foundry
was in active operation in the old buildings. What was
the origin of this rumor never appeared, but Scott, with-
out further inquiry, unhesitatingly accepted it as true.

On the morning of Tuesday, the seventh of September, - b

! Hitcheock, 293. o
*Scott to Marcy, Sept. 11, 1847; Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 355, Italics

are not in the original.
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ing of Wednesday, the eighth, the several columns of troops
were in motion, “and when the gray of the morning enabled
them to be seen, they were as accurately in position as if
posted in midday for review.” ! The ground they occupied
was barren and uncultivated, forming, in fact, the northerly

- end of the hill back of Tacubaya on which stood the Arch-
| Dbishop’s Palace. This hill sloped down very gradually on

the northeast toward Chapultepee, and on the north toward
the Casa Mata. On the west of the ground occupied by
Worth’s command, a barranca or ravine, which was déep but

1 not impassable, formed an obstacle to the movement of cav-

alry or artillery.  Almost the whole field of battle was within

} . distant range of the guns mounted on the terraces of the
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Molino del Rey Was taken, an 8&

-~ palace of Chapultepec.

Worth, being satisfied that the Mexican centre was the
weak point, had organized an assaulting party of five hun-

| dred picked men and officers made up from the various or-

 ganizations of his own division—an arrangement which was

4 subsequently the subject of grave criticism. This assault-
| ing party was posted near the centre of the American line.

. Just to the right of them were Captain Huger’s two siege
. guns, which were supported by a light battalion of Worth’s
- regulars under Captain E. Kirby Smith, and General Cad-
walader’s brigade was held in reserve, a little to the rear.
Garland’s brigade (or so much of it as was left after providing
s quota of the detachments above mentioned) was posted
. on the right, together with Captain Drum’s small battery,
- while on the left was the remaining part of Clarke’s brigade
(Wporanly under command of Colonel McIntosh), with
Duncan’s field battery of six guns, which was regularly at-

e ﬁw to Worth’s division. On the extreme left, watching
| e barranca, was Major Sumner’s cavalry.

' The Molino del Rey had been occupied by the Mexican

0ps late on the afternoon of Monday, the sixth of Sep-

gt

r; the garrison then consisting of General Leon’s bri-

of four battalions of national guards—probably men

Wrelatively pure Spanish descent. On Tuesday morning
' Worth’s Report; ibid., 363.
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Rangel’s brigade, also of four battalions of miscellaneoys
infantry—including the grenadiers of the guard—was sent

to reinforce Leon. In addition, two regular battalions were 1

stationed in the Casa Mata under General Pérez; and the

centre was held by General Simeon Ramirez with six regular

battalions and a light battery. These battalions, whose ar-

rival had been observed from Tacubaya by Scott and Worth

on Tuesday morning, were protected either by the buildings

in which they were posted or by maguey hedges and light

intrenchments.

Besides the forces above mentioned, the cavalry division
under General Alvarez, four thousand strong, was stationed »

at the hacienda of Morales about a mile west of the Casa

Mata. Santa Anna asserts that on Tuesday evening he
gave orders to Alvarez to advance to a point “a little more

than a cannon-shot from the Casa Mata” (which he person-

ally pointed out) and to fall on the flank and rear of the

American troops the moment an attack on the Mexican
position was begun.!

- Iy on Wednesq
tropical dawn e
mrk: Captain
on the.MOHDO de] R

Y morning

enabled the American gunn

Such were Santa Anna’s first dispositions, but on Tuesday 1

night, with his usual restlessness, he decided to make impor-
tant changes. He had received reports to the effect that an

American attack on the extreme southeastern part of the §

city was imminent, and without stopping to verify these
rumors he ordered Rangel’s brigade back to the city, buf
with instructions to return to Chapultepec at daylight. One
of the battalions of the five under General Ramfrez was also

ordered to fall back to a point between Chapultepec and the
city.? Thus five battalions of infantry, out of sixteen in all |

were withdrawn that night. Meanwhile, the remainder of
the troops in the Mexican centre seem to have been moved

toward their left and posted in front of the Molino del Rey;

so that the Casa Mata remained entirely isolated. :
At four o’clock the next morning, before dawn, Santa Anns

received further reports confirming the rumor that W

1 Santa Anna’s Report of Nov. 12, 1847; Apelacion al buen Criterio, 108, from
which the foregoing statements as to the Mexican forces are taken. =
2 Ibid., 109.
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the ravine near its mouth, but with some loss, as his com-
mand was exposed to a severe fire from the Casa Mata.
But once across, this small command boldly held its position,
threatening Alvarez, who, without making any further
effort, fell back to the distant hacienda he had at first

occupied.
most gate wasdéaigihe yard! At almost; the sam;zlt% This cavalry interlude was just over when the remnants of
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thP: n?rthwe:rertal%en3 the Mexicans retrem:::ghun red SN battery, which at once openefi fire for a se‘cond time on the
buildings ?vith the exception of nearly sev e within e Casa Mata. But by this time the N_Iohno <'ie1 Rey was
pultepec, as cut off and who SUrren  taken, the Mexicans who had defended it were in flight, and
whose retreat W , had been heavily the Qas& Mata was in its turn abandoned, General Pérez
buildings. tile the left wing of Worth § '1'01‘0?i nt action. The 4 and his men retreating northwesterly across the fields. The
Meanw in fact an indepence '

| i al to attempti i
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customary doubt. The most careful of the Mexican his-
torians, gathering his information from various sources
and personal recollection, estimates the infantry force en-
gaged at 4,000 rank and file; besides the cavalry division
of Alvarez, which he estimates at 3,000 men, although
Santa Anna stated it at 4,000.' In addition, the artillery
posted at the palace of Chapultepec took a part in the
combat, though distant and ineffectual. Worth reported
that the Mexicans were commanded by Santa Anna in
person and that their numbers exceeded 14,000; and his
estimate of the Mexican strength seems to have been
generally concurred in by the American officers present,
who based their judgment on personal observation, on the
extent of the lines occupied, and on the severity of the fire.
No doubt Worth’s figures were much exaggerated; but it
also seems probable that the Mexican estimate of 4,000
infantry is too low. Taking everything into account, it
it is likely that their total force present on the field, includ-
ing the cavalry, may have amounted to 9,000 or 10,000,
or considerably more than double Worth’s numbers.

As for the Mexican losses, it is hard to form even a plausi-
ble conjecture as to their killed and wounded, though the
total must have been considerable.? The prisoners taken
numbered 685, including 53 commissioned officers,® and it
would appear that the desertions from the scattered forces
were exceedingly numerous. It is, perhaps, not far from the
truth to say that the Mexicans on this day lost from all
causes, including desertion, one-half of the infantry ac-

- tually engaged. The losses in their cavalry must have

been trifling,.

The leaders on both sides were the subject of severe eriti-
gism. Santa Anna, in his usual fashion, endeavored to make
4 scape-goat of Alvarez, whom he accused of incapacity and

Cowardice in failing to charge the American left while it

‘"Roa Bércena, Invasion Norte-Americana, 427. This author, it is to be

noted, asserts that Santa Anna withdrew many more men than he was willing
~ 10 admit during the night of September 7.

*“No hallo dato alguno digno de fé.”—(Roa Bfircena, 445.)
¥ Inspector-General’s Report, Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 430.




