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The palace, conf orming to the general trend of the ridge, 
faces a little to the east of south. About it, on ali sides, is a 
terrace of irregular shape and varying width, which is in 
part cut out of the rock and in part built up and supported 
by mas ive retaining walls. At the easterly end, where the 
rock was originally higher than elsewhere, a second and 
higher platform exist , formed by cutting off the summit of 
the hill at a level sorne fifteen or twenty feet above the prin­
cipal terrace. At the time of the American invasion access 
to the palace was gained by a zigzag road or rarnp cut along 
the southerly face of the rock. tarting at the foot of the 
ridge at the point nearest the city, the road mounted to the 
Iower or principal terrace with one sharp turn about half­
way up. 

The less precipitous slopes of the hill of Chapultepec and 
a good deal of the land about its base were covered by a 
noble gro ve of venerable cypre ses; and thc hill and gro ve, 
together with sorne leve! open ground on the west, were en­
clo ed to forro a rude and neglected park, the forerunner of 
the beautif ul pleasure-grounds which now delight the visitar 
to the city of Mexico. Around three sides of this enclosure 
there existed in 1847 high park walls, capable of offering a 
serious obstacle to infantry. From east to west the walls 
on each side ran nearly parallel to each other, and were about 
fifteen hundred yards, or over three-quarters of a mile, in 
length. At the eastern end the enclosure was irregu]ar in 
shape, and narrowed down to about a hundred and fif ty 
yards. 

The westem end of the enclo ure was formed by a range 
oí substantial tone buildings nearly a quarter of a mile long, 
which were collectively k.nown as the Molino del Rey, or 
King's Mili. The e buildings in the time of the paniards 
had been used, the southern end a a flour-mill, the northern 
end as a powder-mill¡ but at sorne later period a part of the 
buildings had been occupied by a cannon foundry. 

Chapultepec, with its rock, its enclosure, and its salid 
building, constituted a military position which wa evidently 
ÍOnnidable by nature, and was reported to have been forti-
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fied and to be strongly held; and many of the American 
officers were of opinion that upan the renewal oí hostilities 
the fust object should be the capture of this post. But when 
the armistice carne to an end cott had no plan of action 
ready. From the morning of August 21, when he first re­
ceived anta Anna's verbal request far a suspension of hos­
tilities, down to eptember 6, when Scott sent notice that 
he would termínate the truce, more than sixteen days and 
night had elapsed, and no preparation whatever had been 
made far tbe contingency of renewed bostilities. 

"This evening," wrote Colonel Hitchcock in bis diary of Septem­
ber 6, "the General called sorne of us together, including apt. Rob­
ert E. Lee (engineer), to consider the best mode of threatening and 
attacking the city ,-to determine the depot for the sick, wounded, 

supplies, etc." 1 

It was high time. From Tacubaya on the north to San 
Agustin on the south, cott's army, now reduced to much 
le than ten thousand eff ective roen, was extended in a 
line fully eleven miles long; andan enterprising enemy could 
hardly have faund mucb difficulty in def eating tbe e dis­
tant divisions in detail. cott, however, continued to repose 
confidence in the Mexican lack of initiative, and far five 
days longer he did not concentrate his forces. 

"Being delayed," he reported, "by the terms of the.armistice more 
than two weeks, we had now, late on tl1t 7th, to begin to reconnoitre t/ie 
dijferenJ, approache., to the city, within our rea.ch, before I could lay do11n 

any definitfre pl.an of attack." 2 

But befare the e reconnois,gances were begun cott's at­
tention was called to the Molino del Rey by a rumor that 
reached him, probably through Trist, that a cannon-foundry 
was in active operation in the old buildings. Wliat was 
the origin of tbis rumor never appeared, but cott, with­
out further inquiry, unhesitatingly accepted it as true. 

On the morning of Tuesday, the seventh of September, 

1 Bitcbcock, 293. 
2 Scott to Marcy, ept. 11, 1847; Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 355. Italics 

are not in the origino.L 
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Worth's Report, ept. 10, 1847; en. Doc. 1, 30 Cong 1 ·• sess., 362. 
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of the hills as to escape accurate observation from the 
south. To the American engineers it appeared a quare 
tone building protected by "an ordinary field entrench­

ment." In fact, it was "a strong stone citadel, surrowided 
with bastioned entrenchments and impassable ditches-an 
old Spanish work, recently repaired and enlarged." 1 It lay 
about five hundred yards due west from the northerly end 
of the Molino del Rey, so that the Mexican line, taking the 
latter building into account, formed two sides of a right­
angled triangle, one side running east and west from the 
Casa Mata to the Molino del Rey, about five hundred yards; 
the other side, formed by the Molino del Rey itself, run­
ning nearly north and south1 and being about four hundred 
yards long. The bypothenuse of the triangle rougbly rep­
resented the position which the American troops must oc­
cupy, and from wbich they must attack an enemy posted 
on a re--entering angle. 

W orth believed the task set for him was too hard for bis 
unaided division and he asked Scott for reinforcement.'!. 
He was accordin~ly given the whole of Cadwalader's brigade 
of Pillow's division, three pieces of field artillery under Cap­
tain Drum two heavy siege guns (twenty-four-pounders) 
under Captain Huger, and a force of cavalry under Major 
E. V. Sumner, wbich numbered (officers and men) about 
three hundred. Scott also assented to Worth's suggestion 
that the attack should be po tponed till daylight the next 
morning; but he was not willing to accede to Worth's further 
suggestion tbat after the Molino del Rey was taken, an as­
sault should be attempted on Chapultepec. 

"For this düficult operation," he reported to the War Dep~en! 
four days later "we were not entirely ready, and moreover we nugb , . ces 
altogether neglect the castle if, as we then hoped, our reconn~~ 
should prove that tbe distant southern approaches to the c1ty weie 

more eligible than this southwestern approach." 2 

W orth according1y made his dispositions during the night 
of the seventh of eptember. By three o'clock in the morn· 

n,..1 31"- t Scott's Report; i,bid., 355. 
1 JITW•1 In• 
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mg o ednesday, the ei hth h 
were in motion "and wh g tb t e severa! columns of troops 
them to be se~n they en e gray of the morning enabled 

ted . . , were as accurately in . . 
pos ill m1dday for review." i The . po It10n as if 
was barren and uncultivated for . wound they occupied 
end of the hill back of Tacub mmg, ~ fact, the northerly 
bishop's .Palace. This hill sliya on which stood the Al'Ch­
the northea.st toward Cha ult ped down very gradually on 
the Casa Mata. On the p w epec, and on the north toward 
Worth's command a bar1·a est of t~e ground occupied by 

t . , nea or ravme hi h 
no unpas.sable, formed an oh , w c was deep but 
alry or artillery. Almost the ;:ele to the movement of cav­
distant range of the gu ole .field of battle wa within 
palace of Chapultepec. ns mounted on the terraces of the 

Worth, being sati .fied that h . 
weak point, ha<l organized an ~ M~xican centre was the 
dred picked men and office d ultmg party of .five hun­
ganizations of bis own di . 1'!3 ma e up from the various or-

bse VIS10n-an an·ang t . 
~u quently the subject of rave . . . emen which was 
mg party was osted . g cntic1 m. This assault-
Just to t?e right of t:: !:!e c~~r~:! the American line. 
guns, which were supported b . P Huger's two siege 
regulars under Captain E ro;'b a hgh_t battalion of Worth's 
walader's brigade was heÍd . y fillth, a~d General Cad­
~arland' brigade (or so muc-f: r~erve, a httle to the rear. 
Ib! quota of the detachm t o~ it as was lef t after providing 
on the right, together wi~~ t: ~~e ~entio,ned) was posted 
while on the lef t was the rem . P. am rum small battery 
(temporarily under comman~tpart of Clarke's brigad~ 
Duncan's field battery of six ºns olo~el Mclntosh), with 
tached to Worth's d" . . gu , which was regularly at 
th b ivis1on. On the ext I f -e arranca, was Major S ' . reme et, watching 

The Molino del Re h umner s cavalry. 
lroops late on the af irn~n b:;~cc~pied by ~he Mexican 
lernber; the garrison then e . fon ay, the sixth of ep­
g&(fe of four battalions of nons_i mg of General Leon's bri­
rl relatively pw·e Spanish a:tional guards-probably men 

cent. On Tuesday m . 
1 w h' ornmg 

ort s Report; ibid., 363. 
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Rangel's brigade, also of four battalions of mi ce11ancous 
infantry-including tbe grenadiers of tbe guard-wa sent 
to reinf orce Leon. In addition, two regular battalions were 
stationed in the Casa Mata under General Pérez; and the 
centre was held by General Simeon Ramírez with six regular 
battalions anda light battery. These battalions, who e ar­
rival had been observed from Tacubaya by Scott and Worth 
on Toe day morning, were protected either by the buildings 
in wbich tbey were posted or by maguey hedge and light 

in tren'chmen ts. 
Besides the forces above mentioned, the cavalry division 

under General Alvarez, four thousand strong, was stationed 
at the hacienda of Morales about a mile west of the Ca..~ 
Mata. anta Anna as erts that on Tue day evening he 
gave orders to Alvarez to advance to a point "a little more 
than a cannon-shot from the asa Mata" (wbich he person­
ally pointed out) and to fall on the fl.ank and rear of the 
American troops the moment an attack on the Mexican 

po ition was begun.1 

Such were Santa Anna's first dispositions, but on Tuesday 
nigbt, with his usual restlessness, he decided to make impor­
tant changes. He had received reports to the effect that an 
American attack on the extreme outheastern part of the 
city was im.minent, and without stopping to verify these 
rumora he ordered Rangel's brigade back to the city, but 
with instructions to return to Cbapultepec at daylight. One 
of the battalions of the fi.ve under General Ramírez was also 
ordered to fall back to a point between Cbapultepec and the 
city.2 Thus five battalions of infantry, out of si>.-teen in all, 
were withdrawn that night. Meanwbile, the remainder of 
the troop in the Mexican centre seem to have been moved 
toward their left and posted in front of the Molino del Rey, 
so that the Casa Mata remained entirely isolated. 

At four o' clock the next morning, before dawn, anta Anna 
received f urther reports confirming the rumor that the 

1 Santa Anna's Reporto! Nov. 12, 184:7; ApelacionaZbuen Criterio, l~,f!OIII 
which lhe foregoing statements as to the Mexican forces are takcn, 

2 [bid., 109. 
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Amencan attack was to be . Pa:t of the city, and he at on delivered on the southeastern 
talions to join hirn at what ~= ~e~t orders for the five bat­
spot. When he hirnself arr· iegarded as the threatened 

:f ~~; _fiv~:ytt~1::;yns wtere ;;~c~!~1
; 0 e:~~n~gt;e~oUilin. et, 

d se out for the· o 
anE anta Auna arrived after the b irttlpo ts, but both they 

arly on Wedncsd . a e was over. 
tro · al ay mormno-p1c dawn enabled th Am ~, as soon as the swift 
mark, Captain Huger's t!o t encan gunners to see their 
on the _Molino del Rey. Almo:enty-four-pounders opened 
assa:mg party bogan to move /t th~ same moment the 
rounult. had been :fired from each o~r;:r t. Only about ten :a Mlop~y ;ead readched t~e fron: 07~~;din~en thef 
h Y, an movm •r 1 gs o 
t ey drove back the M '. g SWI t y and steadily 
u~ their guns under ae:a,an troops in the .field and ca;~~ 
a.mil~, as well as from th vy :fire fr?m the troops directly 
der this heavy and ose posted m the buildings U concentrated :fir h · n-
was presently checked; the men b e, t e _American advance 
ured guns were abandoned . eg~n falling back; the ca t­
ball of Cadwalader's brigruÍ and S!Illth's light battalion Jth 
port. As Cadwalader adv:n::~e sent forward to their sup-
column retreated 1 . . ' and the small assault' 
on the ' eavmg the1r dead and mg 

ground, a Mexican battal. f severely wounded 
out t~ reoccupy the ground and1on rom Cbapultepec sallied 
Amenc~ wounded.1 ' murdered ali but two of the 

But JUst before this re u1s 
column Garland' b . ad p e of the American as ault' 
o~ the south end o/1g1o~~nd~~e righ~ had begun an att;~f 
reinforcements sent forward to Rey ~tself. Thus with the 
ad\·ance of Garland th h sustam the centre and th 
centre and half of the r:swervole of the American ;ight anJ 
Rh'l,,,.,.le · d f e were engag d · 
~"65 ' an or a time whi h e m a de perate 

.1 "0ur soldiers with , e nobody attempted to esti-
lllidst of the slo great entbusiasm left th 
~ta (haciend~~ and pushed forward making : ~;red artiJlery in the 
~ musket shot :rtrago horr<Jroso en los asallanl rig t ul havoc of the ns­
dt la Guerra, 295.) . the enemy's line of battle."-1!$(1 and came actualJy to puntes para la Hi$toria 
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mate, a doubtf ul batt~e :was :na the Americans grB.?ually 
usl defending the buildings, walls and endeavonng to 

o fun forward up to the very At length the southern-
b~ ~own the gates ~nd d~:Íand's infantry, and theas­
most gate was ~ashed m b~ i At almost the sam~ momethnt 
sail ts Poured mto the yar . ed d in a f ew mm u tes e 

an as forc an d Cha the northwestern gate w Mexicans retreating towar -
buildings were taken; thetion of nearly se ven hunrl:8<'. m~, 
pultepec, with the exce~ff and who surrendered W1thin t e 
whose retreat was cut 

buildings. . of W orth's force had be~n heavily 
Meanwhile the left w:1-°g . dependent action. Toe 

. h t as m fact an m . th eally for­
engag~d mffi w a ~ad ali f ailed to perce1vMe t e :nd Worth 
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·a ble character of the wor d agam· st it as soon as the 
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carn . fue as too severe, an b gaged, 
but the Mexican w 's battery which h~d een en in a 
. disorder upon Duncan C Mata was m progress, 
m ult on the asa 
while the 8.§a • alry 'ti 
contest with th~ ~e~~: :i:anc~d in front of th~: ~ 

When Clarke s ng , fue on the Casa 
th latter s th gunners of Duncan s guns, e . at this moment e . 

ril ceased. But Just . . . f Alvarez advancmg 
necessa Y a1ry diV1S1on ° d alader' 
caught sight º! the :C:ompanied by a part of Ca ti:: assault 
toward the ~a~:d been sent to its support whe~shed t-0 the 
brigade, whic ordered, the battery wasd f the bar· 
on the Casa fata was . an line near the e ge o DuneaD 
xtreme left of the Amenc within canister range uad-

e d as Alvarez carne . h oon broke the sq_. 
ranca, ªaº most eff ective fn:e, V.:hicd s ,, At the same tune 
" opene a th m back m disor er. ed to ~ 
rons and drove_ e h dred horsemen, manag 
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i Lieutenant U. S. Grant wtest will be found in Grant s 

his part of the con account of t . 
152. 
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the ravine near its mouth, but with sorne loss, as his com­
mand was exposed to a severe fire from the C~ Mata. 
But once across, this small command boldly held its position, 
threatening Alvarez, who, without making any further 
eff ort, fell back to the distant hacienda he had at first 
occupied. 

This cavalry interlude was just over when the remnants of 
Clarke's broken brigade fell back to the security of Duncan's 
battery, which at once opened fue for a second time on the 
Casa Mata. But by this time the Molino del Rey was 
taken, the Mexicans who had defended it were in flight, and 
the C~ Mata was in its turn abandoned, General Pérez 
and his men retreating northwesterly across the .fields. The 
Americans were unequal to attempting any pursuit, though 
an artillery fire was kept up on the retreating Mexicans as 
long as they remained within range. 

Hardly was the action thus ended when reinforcements on 
both sides began arriving in the neighborhood. Santa Anna, 
with the five battalions he had withdrawn the night befare, 
had come up on the road skirting the northerly wall of the 
Chapultepec enclosure, where he met the stream of fugitives 
from the Molino del Rey. Here he halted, endeavoring to 
collect and reorganize the battalions which had been engaged. 

On the American side, Pillow, on his own responsibility, 
had marched with Pierce's brigade for the scene of action as 
soon as it was perceived that the anticipated skirmish had 
developed into a battle. On his way he was met by orders 
írom Scott directing him to come to Worth's assistance, but 
he arrived too late to take any part in the battle. 

Both Worth and Cadwalader, it was reported, had again 
~d Scott to be allowed to pursue, and to attempt the 
tapture of Chapultepec; but permission being refused, all 
that was now left for the American forces to do was to col­
lect their dead and wounded and to destroy the foundry 
which had been Scott's sole object in ordering the attack.1 

But here a surprise awaited Scott and his staff. 

:General Grant, writing nearly forty yea.rs afterward, says: "Had tilia 
1letory been followed up promptly, no doubt America.ns and Mexicana wouJd 



536 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO 

"Our principal object of assault," Colonel Hitchcock noted in bis 
diary immediately after the battle, "was a building supposed to be a 
foundry. Strange to say, our information turned out to be false. 
The building was captured but no foundry was discovered. lt seems · 
it had been a foundry, but is no longer in use." 1 

othing remained, therefore, but to do such damage M 

was possible to the building, to remove the captured Mexi­
can guns and sorne ammunition, and to blow up the powder­
magazine situated in the Casa Mata. By noon the American 
troops were back in their former quarters, and in the after­
noon Santa Anna ventured to the scene of the battle, al­
though at nightfall bis troops were again withdrawn. "At 
about three o'clock in the aftemoon," he related, "l suc­
ceeded in causing the enemy to fall back on Tacubaya, the 
field remaining in possession of our troops" ; and on the 
strength of this he proclaimed a Mexican victory.2 

The American troops engaged, including both officers and 
men, numbered 3,447, and the casualties were 116 killed, 
653 wounded, and 1 missing, or 7 7 in ali, being nearly 23 
per cent of the force engaged. The heaviest loss was in 
the regiments that took part in the assault on the Casa 
Mata, the fifth regular infantry in particular losing more 
than 3 per cent of its numbers. It is to be observed 
that the lo es on the American ide in this brief struggle 
were greater than those suff ered in the two days of Buena 
Vista or in any other battle of the war. 

On the Mexican side the statistics are involved in tbe 

have gone over the defences of Chapullcpec so neo.r together that the pJa<:e 
would have fallen inlo our banda without further loss." He admite that this 
result could not have becn foreseen, but he adds that it is 1'always in order 
to !ollow a retreating foe."-(Grant's Personal Memoirs, I, 152.) 

1 Hitchcock, 296. It ca.me to be believed in the American army thal the 
foundry story had been treacherously spread by anta. A.nna in order to in· 
duce Scott to attack a position considered by the Mexica.ns to be ir:npregnable, 

2 Apelacion al buen Criterw, App., 111. The official reports oí Scott and 
Worth, witb subreports, are in Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 354--375. Santa 
Anna's bricf report, with a report from Alva.rez of the ca.ve.lry opero.lions, are 
in Apelacum al buen Criterio, 108-111, 125-131. Accounts by other eye­
witnesses will be found in emmes, 431-447, and Anderson, 311-313; and eee 
also Roa Bárcena, 424-453; Ripley, II, 357-385; Wilcox, 429-442; SteveDB, 
84-88; Apuntes para la Historia. dt la Guerra, 28!}-301. 
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customary doubt. The mo t 
torians, gathering bis inf s ct~reful of the Mexican his-

d orma 10n from • 
an personal recollection estimat th infvar1ous sources 
gaged at 4,000 rank and fil . ~s e antry force en-
of Alvarez, which he est~~esides the cavalry d.ivision 
Santa Anna stated it at 4 000 1 ~ 3100?. men, although 
posted at the palace of éh . addit1on, the artillcry 
combat, though distant anaªf:~p~c took a part in the 
that the 1exican were e : ual. Worth reported 
person and that their n~~mman ed by Santa Anna in 
estimate of the 1 . ers exceeded 14,000. and bis 

exwan strength ' 
generally concurred in b the Am ~eems to have been 
who based their jud e i encan officers present 
extent of the lines o~ f don personal ob ervation, on th~ 
No doubt Worth' fi p e , and on the seve1ity of the fue. 
also gures were much e t d . 
. seem probable that the M . x~era e ; but it 
~antry is too low. Takin e exica_n e _tunate of 4,000 
it IS likely that their total f g verything mto account it 
ing the cavalry may h orce present on the field, inci'ud-
or considerably ~ore thanavedambolunWted to 9,000 or 10,000 

As f ou e orth's b ' 
or the Mexican losses ·t. h num ers. 

ble conjecture as to their fun ~ ard to form even a plausi-
total must have been conside:ab~n~ w;;:nde~, though the 
numbered 6 5, including 53 co~ . e prISOners taken 
would appear that the d rt. ss10ned officers, a and it 
were exceedingly numeroi:e t~s from the cattered forces 
truth to ay that the Meri t is, perh~ps, not far from the 
causes, including desertion cans ~~this day lost from all 
tually engaged. The l , º?e- . of the inf antry ac­
been trifling. osses m thell' cavalry must have 

. The leaders on both sides w h . 
Cism. Santa Anna in bis usu ere t ~ subJect of severe criti-
a scape-goat of Alv~re h a~ashion, endeavored to make 
eowardice in failing t~' :h om tehaccused .ºf incapacity and 

i Roa arge e Am.encan left while it 
IIOted Bárcena, lnvasion Nwte-Ammcana . 
to 8'hn ~rts that Santa Anna withdre ' 427. This author, it is to be 

• u N ithaluring the night of eptembc~ tªºY more men than he was willing 
1 , __ 0 'l.o dal,o al,gu.no digno de J é " (R. 
Ull!pector-Gcneral's Report S · - oa Biircena, 445.) 

' en. Doc. l, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 430. 
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