
cHAPTER XLVI 

A FUTILE ARMISTICE 

. battle of Churubusco Scott's 
SoME weeks befo~e the . agents for the Mexican g~v-

secret negotiations. with de::: what he regarded as defimte 
rnment had ternunate t desire to conclude a 

e t Anna' s earnes . state-
assurances of San a had been coupled with a 
peace; but these assurances ce could not be openly enter­
ment that proposals f~r pea had advanced close to the 

til the Amencan army t ·te a mem-tained un . d S tt had gone so far as o wn . 
city of Mexico, an. co . u ose to defeat the Me_xican 
orandum announc~g his p i~ and then "give those m th~ 
army in view of t~err own capthe ~apital by making a peace._ 
City an opp~:turuty to sa~!ted had now arisen. The Mexi: 

The condit1ons conte1:1P Mexicalcingo and at t~e ha 
can ositions at the ~enon, ~t os.5ession of the Amen~, 
. Ja of San Antonio were m p f ht "in view of the cap1-

c1en b ttl had been oug . h p-
N ot one but two a es h rth had been e1t er ca 

tal." V al~c~ Arml t~~ ~l:d; battJ~ of Churu= !: 
tured or dispe ' an ' ain army bemg put to Wh 
resulted in Santa A:: 8 ~ the gates of the city · enb 
driven in disorder oug ed bearing written propasa 
therefore, General Mora appear Scott not unnaturall~, sawt 

t. tions for peace, ' . him a to open nego ia f the assurances g1ven 
in this off er a fulfilment_ ? En lish diplomatic and con· 
Puebla. Moreover, t~e vis1t º\arfers the night before_~ 
sular officers to Scott =~ belief, for British s~br~ 
probably _served to ~o as Santa Anna's agents, and : been 
had previously ac M kintosh hiroself may hav 
·t . not unlikely that ac 
l lS 1 " 

the chief go-between. nfessed to "lurking doub~ 
. b k & few days later 00 A.nna mooey for 

1 Scott's f&ithful Rite coc Ll..nt he has &dvanced Santa 
M ki.ntosh "We know \.W> '"''' of a.e · IAN 
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Scott, therefore, being possessed of a perf ectly honest 
and sincere desire to end the war, was fully persuaded that 
Santa Anna, in offering to receive Trist, was actuated by 
the same honest wish for peace. It is true that Scott's 
ready asgumption of candor and good f aith on the part of 
bis adversary did little credit to his knowledge of Santa 
Anna's character and history. From the date oí the two 
treaties with the Texans in 1836 every act of Santa Anna's 
life showed that his promises were not to be relied upon 
for one single moment, and that he was ready to betray any 
individual or violate any pledge which stood in the path of 
bis ambition. But Scott was too eager to be critica!. Be­
sides being the general in command of a victorious army, he 
was also a conspicuous candidate for the Presidency of the 
United States, and ali his acts and hopes at this period of his 
career were colored and aff ected by his desire for political 
success; and it cannot be doubted that in dealing with the 
Mexican government he had his own personal fortunes con• 
stantly in mind, and believed they would be advanced as 
much or more by the early signature of a treaty of peace as 
th~y could be by any further military advantages he might 
gam. 

Military conditions, however, were not entirely forgotten 
in Scott's calculations. He had thus far been astonishingly 
successful at Vera Cruz, at Cerro Gordo, at Contreras, and 
at Churubusco, but his army was weakened by disease and 
the casual ti es of battle. A f ew more victories such as that 
of Churubusco might be equivalent to the destruction of bis 
army, and he may very well have welcomed an opportunity 
to escape the unavoidable risks of further attacks upon forti­
fications held by forces immensely superior in numbers to bis 
own. In his autobiograpby he touches upon these military 
reasons. "If we had proceeded," he wrote, "to assault the 
city by daylight our loss would have been dangerously great, 
and if a little later in the night, the slain, on the other side, 
llllpport of his army &t the very time when he was holding out hopes of peace 
lo ~et&in us at Puebla. His object was to ge.in time for Sa.nta. Anna to raise, 
~!.• and discipline bis troops a.nd provide hlmseU wHh oan.non."-(Note in 
-, oí Sept. 10, 1847. Hitohcock, 299.) 
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inclucling men, women, and children, would have been 
frightful, because if the assailants stopped to make prisoners 
befare occupying ali the strongholds, they would soon become 
prisoners themselves." 1 The validity of these military rea­
sons was seriously doubted by sorne of Scott's principal 
officers, but at least it may be said they were of a nature 
wbich, as cott entertained them, were a sufficient justifica-
tion for bis action. 

Writing to the War Department at the time to explain 
and defend bis acts, Scott reviewed his situation and stated 
bis motives as follows: 

"Mter so many victories, we might, with but little additional loss, 
have occupied the capital the same evening. But Mr. Trist, commis­
sioner, &c., as well as mysell, had been admonished by the best friends 
of peace-intelligent neutrals and sorne American residents-against 
precipitation; lest, by wantonly driving away the government and 
others-dishonored-we might scatter the elements of peace, excite a 
spirit of national desperation. and thus indefinitely postpone the hope 
of accommodation. Deeply impressed with this danger; and remem­
bering our mission-to conquer a peace-the army very cheerfully 
sacrificed to patriotism-to the great wish and want of our country­
the éclat that would bave followed an entrance-sword in hand-into 
a great capital. Willing to leave something to this republic-of no 
irnmediate value to us--on which to rest her pride, and to recover 
temper-1 halted our victorious corps at the gates of the city (at 
least for a time), and have them now cantoned in the neighboring 
villages, where they a.re well sheltered and supplied with all necessaries. 

"On the morning of the 21st, being about to take up battering or 
assaulting positions, to authorize me to summon the city to surrender, 
orto sign an armistice with a pledge to enter at once into negotiations 
f or peace-a mission carne out to pro pose a truce. Rejecting its 
terms, I despatched my contemplated note to President Santa A.nna 
--omitting the summons." 2 

1 Autobiography, 498. Trist, who was at this time wholly in ScotL's coofi. 
den ce, empbasized this view, and wrote that an a.tta.ck on the city was "forbid­
den by considerations of humanity toward the unoffending inha.bilants, to eay 
nothing oí the reasons of policy which stood in the wa.y, or of the condition of 
our troops, who were in a. stateimperatively dema.nding food and rest."-(T~ 
to Buchanan, Aug. 22, 1847; Sen. Doc. 52, 30 Oong., l i;ess., 189. Italics 

in origina.!.) 'Scott to Marcy, Aug. 28, 1847; Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 314. The 
tenns proposed by Mora. &re sa.id to ha.ve been a troce for twelve months! 
-(Hitehcock, 284.) The" intelligent neutra.Is" were, of course, Mackint.osh ~ 
other British friends of Santa Anna. Of the American residents who a.dvised 
Scott, Mr. Louis Hargoue must ha.ve been one. 
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so~e of t~e motives which º;ad ~dresent~d with accuracy 
an 1Ill1Ilediate attack on the . . uced fillil to refrain from 
genuous. He failed to . c1ty' but he was not qw·t . · • ieport then • e m-
murucations to his , or m any of his 
h . governrnent the . com-
e had carned on at p bl . , secret negot1ations wh. h 

~e circum tance, whic~\h:, ~~d. he also failed to menti:n 
~po~ant,. ~hat no request for xican~ ~t !east regarded as 
~ m wr1tmg. Whatever an a1mist1ce was made fo 
which were made by Mora an~ere ~he proposals for a truce 
th:y w~e verbal, and probab7hich Scott says he rejected 
;;tten mstructions; the object t '."•re made without an; 

ta Anna to disavow M · emg, of course, to enable 
case to make it appear to t~: .:rf ase of ~eed, and in any :! a.sked for a suspension of hostilit that it wa., Scott who 

a who had graciously ass t d i ies and that it was Santa 
. Scott and Trist must have ~n _e . 

srrnple manreuvre whi h ailed to see through this 
the face of the Me~can cp w~ of course intended to :: 
aginative intellect was no;e:~:~t. Scott's frank and unim~ 
apprehend t~e thoroughly Orie~ ~ould _to enable him to 
sary, and Tnst was too com l mgenmty of bis adver­
f~r stronger character to thi~~t;ly ~der the spell of Scott' 
s10~. N or had Scott a quick ~~ ~lf on such an occa~ 
t~~ty, he could plan with a . G1v~ time and oppor-
11hich was of inestimabl al comprehensive thoroughn 
his I · e v ue · but h ess 
in p an~ if unf oreseen conditio~ e was slow to change 

e)¡peru_ents to meet the une ec arase, and was not f ertile ! his mmd, before Mora' a~vJ~d. He had clearly made 
tire7 to be pursued; and havin m camp, as to the proper 

y unable to see how greatl fhonce_ ~one so, he was en-
' 'I'b y at vis1t had changed th 
. ere were rumo • M . e 
~n at all. A ¡ ra m eX1co that Santa Ano ~ Angel, writin etter fro~ a volunteer who ruJ had ~ot a.uthorized Mora's 

'
Mora Y Villamil a!/~ ~fne~d the da.y after Ch!i~bn m Ra.ngel's brigade a.t 
~ Pacb n.nl$ngoiz start,ed at d usco, sa.ys. "Basadr 
~t theC:¿~~ Scostt for 30 bours' armit~~. kothdis mt orning,· with ord~ 
·OQMlCO b . anta Anna beca r er o bury th dead 

~~ ,,:,,ms:.: !:! •~him,elf , 0t:,;;:.::I ::~, oaid, ~' ,.,: 
Pnnted in Sen. Doc :ed to have people believ · "-~~. doubt thia 

. , 30 Cong., 1 sess., 445. e. = intercepted 
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situation or what diplomatic advantages might be gained 
from the fact of Santa Anna's begging for time. 

Wbat Scott, according to bis own report, bad determined 
to do was to write to Santa Anna summoning the city, but 
at the same time off ering, as an alternative, to sign an 
armistice on receiving a "pledge" to negotiate for peace. 
This might have been well enough on Friday night; but on 

aturday morning, after the Mexican goverrunent bad itsell 
made overtures for a suspension oí hostilities, much bigher 
ground might very naturally have been taken. Scott, how­
ever, as a reply to Mora's proposals, merely weakened the 
document he had already prepared by omitting the demand 
for a surrender oí the city, and in that form it was sent off 

to Santa Anna. This imprudent, but highly characteristic letter which, 
having been composed the night before, contained no hint 
whatever of Mora's mission, and no reference to the written 
communications of Bankhead and Pacheco, ran as follows: 

"Sir: "Too much blood has already been shed in this unnatural war ~ 
tween the two great republics of tbis continent. lt is time tbat the 
differences between them sbould be amicably and bonorably settled. 
Y our excellency knows that tbere is with tbis army a commis,5ioner 
on the part of the United States invested with plenary powers to tbat 
end. In order to open the way for the two republics to enter into 
negotiations, I desire to e,xecute, on reasonable terms, a short armistice. 

"I await with impatience until to-morrow morning for an answer 
to tbis communication; but in the mean time I will take and OCCUPY 
such positions without the capital as I may consider necessarY to the 
shelter and convenience of this army." 1 

Scott's apparently spontaneous expression of a wish to 
stop fighting was, of course, precisely what the Mexican 
autborities must have hoped for; and the reference to an 
"unnatural" war was still more to their taste. Santa 
Anna, therefore, at once replied througb bis Secretar)' of 
W ar, in language which, by its singularly insolent tone, d 
well calculated to gratif y the Mexican newspapers. 

1 Sen. J)oe. 52, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 308, 
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rons1deration for th . h ' wrote General Al . . e ng ts f th corta "tb 
meVItably to the sheddi o e Mexican Rep bl' ' at a lack of 
American continent ng o_f blood by the two ~ ,e shoul~ have led 
characterized this ' and w1th great exactness y t Republics of this 
tives, but likewise war as unnatural-not alon b our Excellency has 
~hose interests an;~ef::unt of the antecede:t.s ~/ea.son of its mo­
~n of an armistice to ons are so closely identified the two nations 
with pleasure (ha sid./:::Z a~ _end to this scandal h bee The proposi­
President, Command . muida con agrado) b; i¡'3 n acceded to 
for an honorable term: m. chief, because it will enabi5 Excellency the 
made by the Commi _at1on of the war to be listened e thos~ proposals 
America. ss10ner of the President of th Uto, _which may be 

"I e mted Sta 
n consequence His E tes of 

chief, directs me to inf' xcellency the Pres'd 
posa! 

orrn y E 1 ent Co . 
to conclude an . ?ur xcellency that h ' mmander m 

Brigadier Generals I ar~stíce, and for this p e accepts your pro-
will attend at such i;:::f?ra Y Villamil andT~~o~~ppointed 

time as you may appoint." i Jano, who 

Before this reply . . bis wa.s received S army to more e , cott had b . 
west of the . t p rmanent camps in th vill egun movmg 
baya Twi CI y. Worth's division e ages south and 

betw~ 8:'3 !ll elback to San Angel~;ill~~:red ~ Tacu-
at an Antoni g Eand Tacubaya-and Q ·t o Mixcoac­
been . o. very one of th . t:1 man remained 
Bhot, :r::1~ twrty-four hours :.e:tio_: might bave 
lished h' h uru usco was attack d s' Wl _out firing a 
lf . lS ead-quarters . h e . cott himself 
.ll exico on a hill b m t e Palace of th A - • estab-Ha . a ove the vill e iuchbISho f 
oí vmg received Santa Ann ~e of Tacubaya. P o 

Smii: t:;,~i:second of Augus: :p;~tí!~t 0n the monring 
iean :Ommiss'::::;.:~ lawyers _of ~xperience,":i;: Quitman, 
lere given litUe <lis or _negot,atmg an armisti the Amer­
JlOlled articles whi h cret,on, for Scott himself :, but they 

At five o' clock e . :;re to serve a.s a ha.sis of ¿w u~ pro­
lllet at the house ~~ at same afternoon the com:1·881;ºn.2 
Tacubaya. "W Mr. Mackintosh the B ,.t. h 1SS1oners 

e sat up th ' 11 lS consul · 
'/bid e whole night " , m 

. . ., 350. Th t , says Semm 
• 111&ccurate . e ranslation of this . es, 

•Sen. Do m numerous respects paper m the same doc 
c. 65, 30 Cong., 1 seas.; 543. ument (page 308) 
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and interpreter, . u ~ 
ted as American secretary d . of a few art1cles, to 

who ac bout the wor ing h did all 

m MEXICO 

'th our opponcnts, a f hi h ñor Mora, w o ,, 
m . hr logy o w e ' t importance. 
the f ;ng J0 t~exican side, atta~:pt:i and ratified, 
the th !ITeemcnt was e din enerals on 
But at length ~ ag I by the comman g ~ ty-fourth 
with orne amen enb!Wicd on Tuesday' the t\\ en 
both sides, and was pu · ded tbat 
of Augu t.1 finally approved, the ~aper /:viho tilities 

In the form . ediate cessation o of en-

t~e~ shi~ 1~~ ~e ca~ital, "t;Jt t~:::eration 
within tull UJ t of ... fo,'üCO to e art of the 

blincr the governm~n h C rnmis.5ioner on the p __ 1. ,, 
a º . . wh1ch t e o . has to lll.Me. 
the propo it1on . ted tate of Amenca . d of negoti-
Presiden~ o_f the : continue during _thefpenoeither party 
The arrrust1ce was . ht hours notice roro b . old 

. . til forty-eig . • re to be egun, 
ahons, oth1 un No new fortifications wgteh ned. neither army 
to the o er. n1ar ed or tren e ' lin ·t at 

works w::::0~ "nor i advance : b:o,:;t!1:i toe:.~ 
was to . es". pro,risions were t t be free to obtam 
prese~t occuci\he 'American army w~ ~ were to be ex-
the ~:; :Om city or co~try. I:':an troop 'the local 
supp ed In plaees occup1ed by Mexican citizens '™ 
chang · • · as between • · t be re-
dministration of JUshce rivate property was o 

a be interrupted, and p 
not to . had obtained noth-
spected. h . elded everything and kind beyond 

cott had t us y1 . ed a "pledcre' of any ? to con-
d t rece1v 0 uld "take m ing. He ha no . that Mexico wo willing to 

h implied undertaking sals " "I am very . . " 
t e . American propo . . . the arnusnce, 
siderat1on the f ·our first volume, which is similar circwn· 
treat with you or ) Thi under somewhat . mise me 
said Bismarck to trs70 "provided you can pro no Bi&-
t ces in -ovembe:, ' . 2 but cott, who was san hihispeace, 3SJ--

volume two, w e . . n. Doc. 52, 30 Cong., Jwt~ w_tS 
nbh te~ 15 lD d uarters) tha · (RiP' 

i Jbi.d., 51 . The ~t \east at Pillow's hea ~lümatelysigned it.-
35-1. It was re=e<lo} lhe annisticc, althougb be 
opposed to Lhe ~ ,19_) 

II 326· mm , ~ 
ley, ' ~ 't Thiers 1 

'Rému.sa, ' 
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marck, signed for volume one without obtaining any prom.ise 
that the second volume would ever be forthcoming. 

A more serfous mistake was the total f ailure to exact mate­
rial guarantees. t the suggestion of Generals W orth and 
Pillow, cott had instructed his representatives to insist 
upon the evacuation of Chapultepec by the l\Iexican forces. 1 

This demand was oppo ed by the representatives of anta 
Anna, who argued that a surrender of Chapultepec would be 
humiliating to Mexican pride, would have as evil an eff ect 
as the surrender of the capital it elf, and would defeat any 
hope of a peace. 2 It is evident that this reasonin(J was with­
out foundation. That a total dispersa! of the existing govern­
ment of Mexico, such as would probably have followed an 
occupation oí the city by cott' army, would def eat-or at 
lea.5t dela) -any hope of peace, was quite p ible. But 
thAt the occupation of one more point in the vicinity could 
produce any uch result was obviously absurd. On the con­
trary, the occupation of so conspicuous a po · tion a Chapul­
tepec, the American flag waving over the palace of the 
,iceroys, must have been the trongest and most striking 
&rgument for peace.3 cott, however, seems never to have 
~n much impressed by the importance of the suggestions 
made to him on this head; and therefore, when the commis­
sioners to negotiate the armistice referred the point back to 
him, he instructed them not to insist on the demand, though 
he must have seen that anta Anna s necessities were such 
that any conditions whatever would have been accepted. 

Whether cott was wise in ~o-reeing to an armistice at this 
stage of his operations is a point about which opinions may 

1 
• Doc. 65, 30 Cong., 1 ., 191-1 , 543. Pillow reinforced his verbal 

~n of opinion by a note, urging that the su.rrender of Chapultepec 
~d be insisted on "at ali hazards."-(Ibw., 170, 520.) 1Ripley, II, 325. 

1 By the terms of the arm · tice signed by Bismarck and Jules Favre on 
1-.28, 1 71, hostiliti were to cease throughout France for a fixed period 
IÍlwenty-one days, during which the Govem.ment of National Defence wa.s t-0 
lllnmon an 8.'!&ilnbly of the French people to decide the question whether the 
'Ir 1'11 to oontinue, or whether and under what condiüons peace was to be 
~ed. The detached forts about Paris were to be handed over to the 
~ army, the guns oí the enceinte were to be dismounted, and the gar­.._ disanned. 
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very well differ. But there cannot be two opinions as to the 
imprudence of giving his beaten enemies the breathing space 
they had asked far, without receiving any promises or guar­
antees whatever. In a little more than a fortnight the fatal 
results of cott's amiable weakness were to be strikingly dis-

closed. Trist, on his part, was untroubled by any misgivings. 
He believed as f ully as cott in the sincerity of anta. Anna's 
prof ession of a desire far peace, and was confident, therefore, 
of uccess in the proposed negotiations. Writing on the night 
the terms of the armistice were under discillifilon, he said: 

"I feel perf ectly satisfied from every indication, and after two inter­
views with :lr. M{ackintosh} and ir. T{hornton} tbat [anta] A[nnal 
will promote, to the utmost of bis ability, the negotiation of a treaty; 
and that, aided by money advanced by -, be will omit no effcrt 
in bis power to procure its early ratification." 1 

Two days later, however, Trist wrote again repeating hm 
assertions as t-0 anta A.nna, but sounding a note of warning 

as t-0 the temper of Congress. 

"I am happy to sa.y," be observed, "that the prospect in regard to 
tbe object of my mi ion is, to a certain point, most auspicious. 'The 
negotiation of a treaty I look upon as next to certain, The difficulty 
-and a most serious difficulty it threatens to prove-will lie in the 
ratification. . . . Tbe no,quorwn ga.me has been persisted in by Con­
gress, and any change in tbis respect is hopel~. Santa Anna (11 

now count upon the support of but a very small minority in tbat 
body, and notbing wbich be can now do will receive its sancúon-the 
factions which compo e it being resolutely bent upon bis destr11ctioo-"

1 

But whatever conjectures might be formed respecting the 
ho tility of Congress to a treaty of peace, it was evident tbat 
the first thing far Trist to do was to try to get some sort ~ 
treaty signed by anta Anna. To this end Trist thought ~ 
essential to avoid, as far as practicable, aff ording the Prd" 

1 Trist to Buchanan, Aug. 22, 1847; S~ Depl. MSS. (Extraet printid • 
Sen. Doc. 52, 30 Cong., 1 ., 187-189). There is no indication as &o lill' 

th blank is to be filled up. s &me to same, ug. 24, 184 7; ibid. (Extract prtnted in Sen· I)oc. 52. • 
Cong., 1 sess., 190-191.) 
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dent s enemies any 509 
h ground f · onor of the nation had ~r saymg that the interests 
wrote to the Ministe n sacrificed 1 T . and 
the terms of the arm[ ~f Relations on the . ame nst, therefore, 
-requesting him stice were Jinally agreed t day-the day 
which Pacheco ~ name a place and ti.m o and published 
in the selection d/li.:1 tMt the President :~º;teeting; to 
ready to meet fr ~rmss10ners, but that en engaged 
.,venth of AugusÍ ~ on Friday afternoo theiJi would be 
The ~Iexican cab. . e excuse far dela n, e twenty-
meeting and met had been bmnr Y. was truthfuJ , were ea1J ~., prepar r · 

Their first te hadr Y not yet ready. mg wr such a 

ffpQQ t b P been to t "'""" 0 ear sorne art ry once more to · 
ing negotiat. p of the respoUS1bilit f mduce Con-

ions. Earl Y or the rubusco-an official l y on Augu.st 21-the da approach-
the President of Co etter had been sent t J after Chu­
be held that same °!ft , asking that a specZu n~r alonio, 
ran, were witnesses ernoon. All 1exican.s session should 
trepid valor f G to the extraordinary ' ':° the letter 
frowned o ~ eneral anta !\.nna exert1ons and in-
. n , and the enero • -but victory had 
~anees, "availina . Y was at the gates 
and m conformit . o himself of his consti : Under the 
eommunicated y Jwith the dec. ion of th tutional powers, 
Propo ·t· on uly 16 last h h e general Congress 

SI IOns whi h D , e as res l ed and it was his d e. on Nicholas Trist baso v to hear the 
ate part m· th esi_re that ConO"l"P<!c h uld come to make". 

ese highl · º¿""" 0 take its ' 
But Congr~ was y mteresting negotiations. appropri-

Many deputi not to be caught · 
the city, and ~t:~e tresident of Congre m r:11[ such trap. 
mide, a quorum ~g every effort had be P ed, had left 
the British ministe not yet been obtain de~ and would be 

r wrote· e · A week Iat • · er 
Personal dislik 1ailed to e and miserable · 

itm a H::en~ t~e 11$emhly of ;1;l ~trigues have hitherto 
•a.., d • t ,. oot impos,iWe tba;~::.imber o! Mem~': 
11'rist espatcb. . Santa Anna · h 

• to Pacheco A _ m1g t 
.<;:·, 1 ., 315 3~f 2:,; Pacheco to Trist A 2 

iii. 'l• eco to the ~d. ' ug. 6, 1 7; . Doc 
, ,JO}. ent of Congress. Sal . . 52, , oruo top h ac eco, Aug. 21, 1847· , 
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bis and called the Congre~ n a handle to Gen­
ba ve ~nticipated tco~duct of its members ?ªs g1:: roany uppose, of 
formahty; but the_ e he should be desrrous, th with tbe íunc­
eral anta Anna, ~ cas thus doing away altoge er 
decl ·ng biroself D1ctator, 

an "l 
tions of Congress. . 

m. contemplation or d'état was Whether any such coup orum of Congress w~ 
ot the fact remained. t~at no:tfu:ed, or for many weeks 

n ' . hile the armist1ce c 
obtamed w di 'ded re-
aft t ume an un vi er • • thus left o ass . • • and The executive bemg oint commiss1oners' 

"bili"ty the next step was to ap~ din (a member of the spons1 , Ant · 0 MonJar te) 
p . dent Herrera, º°! ( lawyer of sorne no 

ex- res1 Court) and Antoruo Garay a declined the dan-
Suprei: t d With one accord they the mode t ground 
were s ec e . 1onJ· ardin and Garay on on the honest 

us honor- k d Herrera 
gero . unequal to the ta_s_ ' an d driven from office for 
of bemg h d been vilified an sals might be 
ground that he_ a, that the American propo the com-

1 ggestmg 1 his presence on mere y su d that consequent y 2 

listened to, an . harm than good. inted in 

rois.sion migh! !~ ~~~jardín and Garay g~, r::rak-"law• 
anta Ann ·d Couto and M1~e. . . t r'-wbo h . laces Bemar o th Bntish mmIB e 
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termasters-pursuant to the express term of the armis­
tice-to obtain supplies and to get draft on the American 
Treasury exchanged for coin. Mr. Louis Hargous, an Ameri­
can merchant doing business in Vera Cruz and Mexico, had 
arranged for the money and for the purchase of the needed 
supplies. The wagons, at about even in tbe morning, were 
met at the city gates by a party of sorne forty 1exican 
lancers and e corted to the great guare of the city. Tbeir 
appearance was the occasion for the assemblage of a 1arge 
mob, who soon proceedcd, to the accompanirnent of cries 
of Mueran ws Yankees! to attack the teamsters with sticks 
and stone . The Iancers tried to interfere, and the críes 
changed to Muera Santa Anna por traidor! A formidable 
riot broke out, which ex-President Henera and a few troops 
ultimately put down, but not until one teamster had been 
killed and several badly hurt. The Mexican government 
apologized, and cott, for the time being, passed the incident 
over; but a night or two afterward Hargous's tore was 
sacked, and the American army got no supplie from the 
city while the ar.mistice continued. 

The meeting between Trist and the Mexican commission­
ers was, however, duly held on tbe afternoon following the 
attack on the wagons, and tbe credentials on both side were 
exhibited. The Mexicans, it appeared, had not been fur­
nished with full powers-their crcdentials authorizing them 
merely to receive and transmit uch propositions a Trist 
might present. Thcy had also been strictly enjoined to re­
írain from off ering any suggestion of their own in answer to 
anything Trist might pre ent.1 An attitude of great reserve 
on the part of the Mexican repre entatives wa not unrea­
sonable pending presentation of the American dcmands; and 
Trist showecl good sense in merely pointing out the insuffi­
eiency of such powers as they had, and in delivering at once 
the ¡,rojet of a treaty with which he had been f wnished at 
Washington six months before.2 By this time a week had 
fJaJ>sed ince the battle of Churubusco. 

1 Pacheco to commissioners, Aug. 25, 1847; íbid., 361. 
'Trist to Buchanan, Aug. 29, 1847; ibid., 191. 


