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“1f Scott and Worth,” says a Mexican author, “had halted at the
~ yillage of Coyoacan and the hacienda of San Juan de Dios (in front
of San Antonio) they could not—halt or no halt—have failed to
occupy the entrenchments of the hacienda of San Antonio and the
bridge and church of Churubusco, only a few hours later and without
the slightest resistance. . . . And as to the moral effect which, ac-
cording to Scott, facilitated and smoothed the way toward the capture
of Mexico . . . the battle of Padierna would have sufficed to cause
that result; since the advantages which he may have enjoyed from
* the capture of the other points disappeared, or were not a little di-
minished, in the face of the obstinacy and courage of the defence of the
convent of Churubusco, and in face of the terrible reception which
the invader met with that evening, when in pursuit of our soldiers,
at the mouths of the guns at the gate of San Antonio Abad.”?

Nor could Scott, if he had stopped to reflect, have failed
to see that a direct attack on Churubusco was by no means
essential for carrying out his plans. A glance at the map
would have shown him that from the villages of San Angel

- and Coyoacan there was an abundance of good roads lead-
ing direct to the city of Mexico and to its westerly suburb of
Tacubaya and the hill of Chapultepec. A movement along
these roads that night would assuredly have led to the in-
stant abandonment of Churubusco, which was the only for-
tified work still held by the Mexicans south of the city. In
the direction of Tacubaya there were no works at all.

The answer to the question as to why Scott attacked
Churubusco must therefore be found in some preconceived

- notion of his that the direct road between San Antonio and
the city of Mexico was not strongly held, and that once the
Works at San Antonio had been disposed of the American

gso | ®my could march directly to the gates of Mexico. Un-
% | doubtedly the road through San Antonio and Churubusco—
gurned | 1€ Acapulco highway—was the most direct and the best

- 18d from his depot at San Agustin to the city, and if it had

| een free from obstruction it would have been a natural
1 desirable means of approach to the capital. But Scott

Was elated by the morning’s victory at Padierna, and he
- Dushed forward with his whole strength in order to gain the
i  Roa Bércena, 347.
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. while Santa Anna himself, with the brigade of Pérez and the
other troops, retired to Churubusco. His intention seems to
~ have been to withdraw all his men from that point, and to
~ concentrate the entire army within the walls of the capital;
~ but the movements of the Americans were too swift to en-
~ ghle him to continue his retreat, and he was forced to halt
Rileys and face his pursuers.

npm ~ On the Mexican side the action at Churubusco was merely
imsdl. | the defence of strongly held intrenchments and buildings,
. @ which involved no particular skill. The defenders fought
- with the courage always characteristic of Spanish troops
~ Dbehind walls, although with despair in their hearts; and the
A Irish deserters fought with added desperation, from the
! Inowledge that their lives were forfeited if they fell into the
hands of their old comrades.! The defenders of the con-
yent seem to have been in great part men of Spanish (not
Indian) descent, and the Spaniards and Irishmen together
.~ proved the worthiest and most stubborn opponents that the

- American invaders had thus far met.

- The sounds of battle had died away by sunset on Friday,
but the events of the day were not yet over, for the com-
ianding generals on both sides were compelled to provide
for what the morning might bring forth. So far as Scott
Was concerned, the task was relatively easy. He had
‘Wafched the contest at Churubusco from near the scene of
$'s attack on the convent, and when night fell he
ed with his staff to the quarters they had occupied the
before at San Agustin. There he prepared orders for
movements of the several divisions on the next day, di-
g them, as he reported, “to take up battering or as-
lifing positions,” and he also drew up a summons for the
irrender of the city of Mexico.
Santa Anna, on his part, had taken little personal share
Afe days later the greater part of the captured deserters were hanged,
al by court-martial, and the rest were flogged and branded, under the
code then in force. This severity, necessary as it may have been

* Wie security of Scott’s army, seems to have produced on the Mexican mind
S0ng impression of ruthlessness and barbarity.
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in the battle of Churubusco. In the tardy official report &

the action which he sent to the Mexican Secretary of War
he reported that after posting the troops destined for the
defence of the bridge and convent he busied himself with
hastening the movement of the troops retreating from San
Antonio; that he met Shields’s attack on the road north of
the bridge; and that when Churubusco was lost he had
recognized the necessity of falling back to the second line
of defence, and had reached the city between five and six
o’clock in the afternoon.! In plainer words, Santa Anna,
after watching the battle from a safe distance in the rear,
had made good his escape with the rest of the fugitives,

He retired to the palace, says a contemporary Mexican
account, in a state of deep despair, and hastened to assemble
a number of his friends for consultation. His own conelu-
sion was that it was indispensable to obtain a truce of some
considerable duration, and after discussion it was agreed
that a suspension of hostilities should be negotiated through
the Spanish and English legations.> But if the Spanish
chargé d’affaires was ever asked to intervene, his answer
must have been a flat refusal. Certainly he took no steps
in the desired direction, and he stated at a later day that
he had been instructed by his government “to observe &
strict neutrality during any negotiations that might take
place.” * The British agents, diplomatic and consular, were
however, very willing to do what they could to promete
peace, and in fact had already taken preliminary stepsin
that direction.

“The darkness of night,” says a writer who was on the spot, “had
hardly fallen on the 20th of August, and the smoke of Churubus®
was still hanging lazily over the low and marshy grounds, when
coach containing a deputation from the English Embassy came oit
of the city and approached Worth’s pickets at the Ladrillera. m
deputation was composed of Thornton, the Secretary of Iﬂﬂ“
and Mackintosh, the Consul General, accompanied by Rafael Beras
the celebrated English courier, and as their mission was to

1 Apelacion al buen Criterio, App., 100.

2 Apuntes para la Historia de la Guerra, 260.
3 Doyle to Palmerston, Feb. 1, 1848, No. 13; British F. 0. M8S.
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“The commission,” he says, “was entertained a few minutes by
General Worth and then despatched, under an escort to the rear, to

General Scott’s headquarters. When they were gone Kendall, with

the bluntness and frankness which characterize him, exclaimed: '_

“It’s no use, we're humbugged—MecIntosh is among them!’ Kenﬂ;_

some years before, had been a prisoner in Mexico, and knew the man

well.” 1

But Kendall, and Worth for that matter, could not stop ._ ’
the party, and Thornton and his companions drove on to
San Agustin, where they were listened to as “intelligent neu=

trals” by General Scott. Ostensibly they came to ask for
a safeguard for the English minister and British subjects,
says Hitchcock, “but really to prepare the way for peace”?

and although no record of the interview has been preserved,
their statements were echoed in Scott’s subsequent come-

spondence.
At about midnight that same night the British minister

received at his residence in the city of Mexico a visit from
Pacheco, the Mexican Minister of Relations, who said he
had come to ask Bankhead’s good offices “in inducing Gen-
eral Scott to save the city from being sacked.” Bankhead

(as he reported) declined to interfere. He would do mo

more than “transmit” a letter from Pacheco to Trist.

“As the assistance of Great Britain was only partially admitted by
the United States, towards bringing this war to an end,” he explained

to Lord Palmerston, “and as the Mexican Government have not

condescended to give any answer to Her Majesty’s gracious offerof
Mediation and Good Offices, I refused to accede to Sefior Pacheco’s
request further than to transmit his letter simply to Mr. Trist, offering

to receive that Gentleman as Plenipotentiary for the discussion of

whatever propositions the United States might have to make.”*

But there must have been a good deal of other oonw"
sation with Pacheco that night which Bankhead dldnut 3

! Semmes, 412. The author says that General Mora, of the Mexican army,
was with the party. This is evidently a mistake. Mora did not call up \r
Scott on the evening of the battle of Churubusco, but on the following morniné:

? Hitcheock, 280. Thornton is reported as saying “that the city was pe=
fectly astounded at our success—that the greatest consternation the
capital.” : :

3 Bankhead to Palmerston, Aug. 21, 1847, No. 76; F. 0. MSS.
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the law of April 20, 1847, which denounced as a traitor any i |

man who opened negotiations with the Americans, had
been impliedly repealed, and to profess a willingness to eon-
sider terms of peace.

Pacheco’s reply to Buchanan was therefore drawn in this
sense, and was not unskilfully worded. The results of bat-
tles, it ran, were not always in accordance with the justiee

of the cause for which they were waged. The President of

the republic had continued fighting up to the moment when

the American troops were at the gates of the capital, and
he was now bound to listen to other duties which he owed
as chief magistrate of the nation. Acting under the powes
conferred on him by the Constitution, he had resolved tohear
the proposals which Mr. Trist was instructed to make, pre-

vided they were advantageous to both parties and—as had
been publicly asserted—they were consistent with the honor
of the Mexican republic (dejen d cubierto el honor de la re
publica Mexicana). All this, he added, was on the under

standing that the Mexican government would undertaketo
discuss preliminaries of peace, and that a definitive treaty =

should be concluded within a year, and submitted, according
to the Constitution of Mexico, to the approval of the proper
authorities.! 4

This last qualification was too much for Bankhead’s com-

prehension; and so in forwarding Pacheco’s note he addeda
hurried private note of his own to Trist, in which he ex

pressed the hope that the Americans would “yield at onee”

to the Mexican wishes, although, he continued,

“with respect to that part of the note which relates to the period for
the conclusion of a treaty; I own I do not understand its meaning;
I have no doubt that it could easily be arranged among other mattes
when you come to talk with the Mexican Plenipotentiary upon the
great point at issue, namely the re-establishment of Relations.”*

'E’nlainldigenciadequeelgobieanezioanoseprestarddqwlﬁ; ;

preliminares de paz no pasando de un afio el término dentro de cual haya de o8 -
brarse un tratado y sometiéndose éste, sequn la. constitucion del pais, d la 6P
bacibn de la autoridad 6 quien ella comele esta alribucién.—(Pacheco to :
Aug. 20, 1847; Sen. Doc. 52, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 189.) e

* Bankhead to Trist (private), Aug. 21, 1847; enclosure with Trists!
spatch No. 12, of Aug. 22, 1847; Stale Dept. MSS.
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