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. the night of ave orders dunng American as we have een, g t-while the . 

ScoTr, the nineteenth of Augusnimo were making their 
Thursd~y, th village of an Geró ck Valencia's camp­
troop m e morning' atta o~ . of an An-

reparations for next f his brigade m !r~~t d "1iit-
p rth t lea.ve one o f his diV1S1on an "(W 

for W o -0 "th the rest O • the Pe-
. and to march Wl inforce the troop m ·...,,¡.., 

tomo, . . brigade to re d the two bni;'""..., =~ rei;::~ers were duly ot~;':! ~day morning; ~ 
rted for their destination ::ceived news of the succ m :ore they h"! go~:~c!:mp, toget~r "~~~d: ~ 

assault upon t ~cting them t-0 turn ba : in front with bis 
General cot lines of an Antomo . ' divisions, 

dered to attack the Pillow's and Twiggs f that 
or . . as soon as ch the rear o 
whole div1S1onh an Ang 1, should approa_ aade was left in 
mo~g thro~g uitman one _small bng A tin. tt 
po it1on, while Q . als and trams at an ~ the mom-

e of the hosp1t ard the front early m lished 
cbarg lf had ridden out tow . ' defeat was accomp ~ 
himse . ed after Valencias treaming down 
ing but amv d pursued were s. f an advance 

' hil ursuers an directions or . 
and w e p H at once gave of the Me."0-

Angel road. e h ..1:..,.,.tion of the rear an An el in t e uu v\, 

through an g Antonio. ael and about a 
can works at ~ asmng through an Ant-h~d road lead-

The road, af ~: Je ·ond it, forked, the 1ef h ,veU-cultivated 
quarter of a mil an1 Chapultepee throu?oht-hand branch, 
ing to Tacubaya ruey while the no k and abolñ 
:6.elds of corn and mag d the Magdalena Br~o f amous old 
curving to the west, :e f arther on carne to t e 
three-quarters of a 476 
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village of Coyoacan, the first seat of the Spanish govern­
ment in -ew pain and the favorite residence of Cortés. 

From Coyoacan, one road led nearly due north to the city 
of Mexico. Another road led nortbeasterly, clirect to the 
bridge of Churubusco and past the neighboring convent, 
where Santa Anna two days before had been quartered. 
And a third road led southeasterly to the hacienda of an 
Antonio, joining the Acapulco highway just in the rear of 
the Mexican wor.ks. cott, on reaching Coyoacan, had there­
fore his choice, first, of marching upon the city of Mexico 
or upon Tacubaya and Chapultepec, leaving San Antonio 
and Churubusco behind him and to the east; or, second, of 
proceeding northea.sterly o as to cut off the retreat of the 
troops at an Antonio if they were defeated by Worth's at­
t&k in front; or, third, of marching with his whole force on 
the rear of San Antonio. Advancing cautiously toward 
Coyoacan, Scott's force drove out or captured the Mexican 
troops left there in observation, and halted to &Tange for 
future movements. Captain Lee, of the engineers, was sent 
with Philip Kearny's troop of dragoons and the rifle regi­
ment to reconnoitre the rear of an Antonio, while Lieu­
tenant tevens was directed to observe the field from the 
steeple of the village church of Coyoacan. Within ten 
minutes the Iatter officer reported that the enemy were 
abandoning an Antonio, and that the road for a rnile was 
OCCUpied by his troop and baggage in retreat. 

Worth, as it turned out, had not literal1y followed the 
orders given him to wait in front of an Antonio until he 
beard the sound of an attack upon it rear, but had moved 
bis troop so as to be ready to assault it both in front and 
1'ir. The ground had been most carefully reconnoitred on 
the three prev:ious day , and at eleven o' clock in the morning 
\Vorth began his movement by sending Clarke's brigade to 
bis left, acro a portion of the Pedregal, so as to tu.ro the 
fo_rtified ¿ fexican po ·tion. The other brigade (Garland' ), 
tith a battery of light artillery, was advanced as near as 
Jlracticable to the intrenchments with instructions t-0 storm 
tliem if opportunity off ered. 



478 
THE U ITED STATES AND MEXICO 

But before these dispositions had f airly been made the 
Mexicans had begun to evacuate the works, which, of course, 
had become untenable since Scott's main force had gained 
their rear at Coyoacan. Clarke, therefore, moving across 
the rocks on the left of the road, found nothing but a few 
skirmishers in his front whom he easily drove away, and as 
he approached the high-road about a thousand yards north 
of an Antonio he discovered the garrison of the hacienda 
in full retreat. Falling at once upan the Mexican column, 
he cut it nearly in two, whereupon the rear portian, under 
the command of ex-President Bravo-a force, as Worth 
estimated, of about two thousand roen with four guns-took 
a cross-road leading due east from the highway toward the 
Peñon and disappeared from the scene of action, while the 
other half of the force rapidly retreated along the road in 
the direction of Churubusco. By the time Clarke had thus 
cut the Mexican column in two Garland's brigade had 
taken San Antonio without resistance, and following along 
the road joined Clarke's brigade, and the whole reunited 
division moved rapidly in the direction of the city of Mexico, 
di regarding cntirely the Mexican force which had fled to 

the east. As they approached the bridge of Churubusco on the heels 
of the retreating foxicans they found that a regularly con· 
structed ~te de pont had been thrown up in front of it1 wbich 
appeared to be held by a large !orce. On the other side ol 
the Churubusco River, in rear of the works, there was "a 
dense line of infantry as far as the eye could reach." West 
of the road a convent was seen, "strongly occupied with 
troops and protected by batteries and lield deíences,'' and 
it was obvious at once that the carrying of this position by~ 
direct attack would prove a very serious task for the AJllen­
can army. Meanwhile, the Mexicans who had retreatal 
írom San Antonio were pouring through the téte de ¡,ti 
and across the bridge in great confusion. One gun and ~v­
eral ammunition wagons were abandoned on the road, block· 
ing the advance oí the American troops, bu\ al th• sBll" 
time atiording them sorne cover from the heavy fire v,bici 
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of Wortb' 1 e Mexican works s co umn carne within as soon as the head 

cott had not yet range. 
wh t ks secured any ·nr a wor existed at and I ormation in re d 
detailed knowledge oí th near Churubusco, nor hadr· to 
Tacubaya; but he did kn e roads leading to the cit e any 
bes\ :°ad to the city f ow lhat lhe most direct y and. 
the highway which rom his depot at San A 9?d the 
busco His fir pa.ssed through San Ant . gustm wa., 

move .tbe ob t stlthou~bt, therefore had . omlo and Churu-
s ac e whicb ' SlIDp Y been t 

San Antonio and ·t was presented by tbe h . o re­
he learned f Is SUITOunding works amenda o/ 
Pillow, with o o the abandonment oí tha; and_ !he moment 

with Worthal:~~t ~brigades (Cadw.J'e~:)
10

: he sent 
Twiggs, with Smith~ e of the highway. At the o ope~ate 
to seize \he road s bngade and a field-batte1 same tnne 
busco.1 Pierce's bne~t dhe convent of San Mateo"Y, twChas sent 

ad 1 nga e was af a uru 
ro • eading north from Co soon ter ordered to tak -
tacking tbe city b . yoacan-not witb . e a 
road still furth , ut m arder to come . a view to at-
sh er north and. h m on the Acapul 

ortly afterward Riley's b ~ t e rear oí the convent · co 
.,nt to follow Smith' . ngade of Twiggs' di . . 'and 
vent wbil . bngade in th dir . VI.SIOn was 
dered to f~llohie~~s's brigade oí Qui~an':c~1?~ ?f the con-

It will w 1erce. 1vis1on was or-

th . thus be seen that t ' e idea of clearing th A co t s whole plan was b d carry th . e capulco road H a.se upon 
tack e mtrenchments at an An . . e had proposed to 

the ;:~¡~:, t'"~ the road al 1;::~ br¿;onccrted at- , 
spectively. He ~mo by Pillow, Twiggs an:UiJ'º1c1smts in 
the Ch b never counted u ' e , rc­
and st:" usco bridge, and bis wholr~• • strong del ence at 
the ,__ further scatter the Me . hought wa.s to defeat 

~t organiz d mili" xican army tb disp plans had e ta1y force f . , us ersino-
. to be rapidly ch o bis enemy Bu t hi º ~ ~ now discoVere:.1ged by the unexpected ob tac!~ 

tain urubusco River form d 
i streams-of which tb; M ~al by a succ~ion of moun-
Erroneously callee! . th . ag ena Brook 1 one-

' ID e American re nlilS at porta, the convent oí San p bl a o. 
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this point almost precisely east; and although it had doubt­
less, in past times, meandered through the marshy ground 
south of the city of Mexico, it had, long befare the time of 
the battle to which it gave its name, been made into a drain-

. age ditch, perf ectly straight, and with high banks on each 
side to prevent its overflowing the flat fields north and south 
of it. At the point where the Acapulco road crossed the 
river the strong flte de pant just spoken of had been thrown 
upa few days before by Santa Anna's engineers. It was an 
earthwork of strong profile with a wet ditch in its front, 
which was filled by the waters of the river, now (near the 
middle of the rainy season) at its height.1 It mounted five 
guns manned by the companies of St. Patrick (American 
deserters) and by the battalion of Tlalpa. 

About a quarter of a mile southwesterly from the bridge, 
upon the road leading to Coyoacan, stands the convent of 
San Mateo, a venerable building dating from the year 
1678, which still remains one of the most interesting and at­
tractive objects in the immediate neighborhood of the city 
of Mexico. The little convent church, now rarely used, is 
of solid and sombre Spanish masonry, but is finished on its 
western front with blue tiles or azulejos, which add a delight­
ful touch to the quaintness and incomparable charro of the 
group of buildings. On the south side of the church is a 
beautüul patio with a gallery on the second story, and 
orange-trees blossoming in the midst of it add beauty and 
perfume to the secluded spot. The convent is surro~ded 
with large gardens which must once have been cultívated 
by the Franciscan brothers, and about which stood, ~d 
still stands, a strong masonry wall sorne twelve feet m 
height, the whole constituting a very formidable place of 

defence. 
Under Santa Anna's directions the walls had been scaf· 

folded on the inside, giving protection for infantry, while 
upon the south and southwest strong intrenchments had 
been constructed outside the convent walls, which mounted 

1 In winter tbe bed of the river is absolutely dry. Even in August it "81 

perf ectly fordable. 
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SIX p1eces of artillery and h d 
port, principally the two b t~ali an adequate infantry sup-
of the city of Mexico kn a ons of the national guards 
who had been brought he:W::o M Indep:ndencia and Bravo, 
~en the American troo s %~1 Penon two days before. i 

MeXIcan position WM th p . m Coyoacan carne up th 
by W rth us ~ailed a1m t · e o on the southeMt and b ?ª sunultaneously 
west i b?t the movements of thes! Twiggs on the south­
made without concert and with two commanders were 
~ce. or were the two bri adout any adequate reconnois­
which_ had crossed the Ch g b es und_er Shields and Pierce 
vent, m touch with th f uru usco R1ver west of the ' 
that the battle which ~ ~rces of either W orth or Twi ;on­
separate and distinct o o:ed con~sted in reality ofthr so 

. described. com ats, which must be separatef; 

Worth, M has alread b 
·~~p_ulco highway. A 1tt:~ srted, adva~ced along the 
~VlSlon reached the scattered he ore noon! Just before his 

. urubusco, he was joined o~es fonmng the village of 
~ngade, who had turned off _by ~illow with Cadwalader's 
tion of San Antonio as soon m his .march toward the direc­
a~ ~he latter point had falle: te discovered that the works 
VJs1on ~as ?Pening fire on th t at the head of Worth's di­
w~ begmmng his attack u e téte de pont, and that Twi s 
;:"1 G~lan_d's brigade to &:ne!: ~tvent. Worth at o:e 

rmed m lme facing north the road, where it was 
~rigad. ke's brigade still held th::~:1ft to;ard _the téte de pont. 

e, under Pillow was se t t se ' while Cadwalader's 
:n the convent ~d the : "do the west to interpose be-

ellect t~~ points was so severe ~i:; J:w!:,tO&s-fire from 
the . . e. or was a direct att k er was able to 
t pnnc1pal front of the Mte d ac clown the road upon 
~s were soon driven back e [~tsuchcessful, for Clarke's 

exican works, and the y ~ eavy tire from the 

~~!~!~~~º~~± ~::i t;•~,;:~~:b: :~ 
i'Ibe ,L e a quarter of a circle east of th. 

, .. _. 0U1Cr two battar e 
-1U1110, and h 10ns, Victoria and ffd 1 ' as t ey retreated to the cit d.; go, had bcen etationed at S 

Y, 1 not fue a shot that da an y. 
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road, with its right flank reaching nearly to the Churubusco 
River and its left to the highway, and in that formation it 
advanced slowly through the tall corn-which had not been 
cut down except clase to the works-suffering heavy loss, 
but keeping up a steady fue on the :Mexican intrenchments 
as well as upan the infantry lining the north bank of the 

river. Twiggs, in his advance from Coyoacan upan Churubusco, 
carne into action just as the Mexican infantry in the convent 
and ~te de pont first opened fue upan the head of Worth's 
division, and he ordered forward a battery of light artillery 
to a point from which his engineers assured him the guns 
could fue upan the convent. Their statement was that only 
a single piece of Mexican artillery was in position; but this 
supposed one-gun battery soon proyed to be simply the 
western salient of the work in front of the convent, which 
was armed with six guns. Twiggs's whole division was now 
rapidly brought up, and formed in the fields a rough semi­
circle to the south and west of the convent, where, in spite 
of the tall corn through which they advanced, they were 
exposed to a most severe fue from the intrenchments in their 
front and from the roofs of the convent buildings. For 
upward of two hours the contest at this point continued, 
the Americans very slowly gaining ground, until at length 
the slackening of the Mexican fue indicated the exhausting 

of their ammunition. 
Shields and Pierce, in the meantime, had become heavily 

engaged with the Mexican reserves stationed along the 
Acapulco road north of the Churubusco River. The Mexi­
can inf antry along the road was partly sheltered by maguey 
hedges and stood on the defensive, while a body of their 
cavalry was sent across the fields to interpose between the 
American force and the convent. The American advance 
was much delayed by the muddy nature of the soil and by 
the numerous ditches with which the fields were cut up, 
but the men found sorne protection in the scattered farm 
buildings oí the hacienda of Portales. They were all volun­
teers or raw recruits, and being attacked in front and flank, 
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siderable disorder and co~l;~; t; /imes thrown into con­
ground. l t e more than hold their 

~us the battle racred on th 
Mexican position; b~t as W e.e~t, south, and north of th 
upon the tete a, pant and T ?1th s troops slowly closed . e 
the ~1exican fue began .,;1ggs's division on the conven~ 
:encan troops lining the n01~t,i° ~lankcken. Present]y tb~ 

ver were observed to . y a of the Churub 
fields in their rear towar~1~l way and retreat through ~~~ 
troops of different . e city. A party of Am . ad d . reg1IOents fro W , encan 
~ ~ the nver east of the tet d m orth s right, quickl 
t1on m rear of that work hil e e pont and formed in po ! 
der of his men, who had ~ee! at the same time the rema:: 
corn, c~e out on the small slowly ~orking through the 
~e mtrenchment.s. By t:"~ace_ llllillediately in front 

n unable to penetrate between !hPill~w's men, who had 

th
convent! crossed the road and . . d e téte de pont and the 

e entire force dashi Jome Worth's division d 

!';.?b ~ured ov:r the p~a;::~ ~he wet . ditches ;.:. 
e t ey cleared with the b ":1to the mtrenchments 

''The . ayonet m a very few instants' 
garnson of the téte d . 

of Pillow's stafi, was on t u po~t," sa.ys Ripley who 
shots were delivered f he spot, 'made but short r . , as a member 
fled o ver th . , a ew bayonets crossed es1Sta.nce. A f ew 
and twenty~s~:~e ;:ward the city, leaving t~~d the greater number 

whose loud and c:nti:rs ;n: privates in the hanlu:'t:º !ltandards, 
ketry and cannon whi~: b:i°uts succeeded the roar of eh:ciuerors, 
from the parapet." i a moment before had b ~ mus-een deh vered 

th The first eff ect of the fall of th " Th ~ressure upon the American et tete a, pont was to relieve 
orde ght of the garrison threw th ~p~ north of the river. 

al 
er, and the entire bod . ~ exican reserve into d' 

ong th Y, m one mte · 1 IS· lo e road toward the ci rmmg ed mass, poured 
w's and Worth's inf t ty, ~m'Sued by the whole of Pil 

and J·o· ed an ry, which h d · 
Shi lds

m the party that had . a crossed the bridge 
e and p· prev10usly ad d . ierce at once ad d w e the nver vanee to the hi h . 

i Ripley, II, 273. g way and, 
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. . d W orth and Pillow in the with Harney's dragoons, J~me 

Pursuit of the defeated Mexicrtans. . d of time the convent 
hil f sorne sho perio ' · "in Meanw e, or d . d the intrenchments m lwi Twiggs ha came . ~ de still held out. . that W orth camed the téte 

front at about the same ~ back into the convent itseli. 
pont and the defenders f the ~te de pont was placed 
But'one of the capturtguns o the convent, Duncan's bat­
in position and ope!1~d e updon n i't from the main road, and 

h, di on apene o · · tery of W ort s V1Sl d d to move to a posibon . _., iments was or ere 'd . 
one of Pillow s reg t d attack it upon that s1 e, 
on the north of the conven ul~n et into action a white flag 
but befare this regiment {:ch ~wer. Smith's brigade of 
was hung out on th~ e . nd~ of the garrison, who 
Twiggs's division rece1ved t~e s~~: officers and 1,155 men. 
numbered after the surren t e~is oint seven pieces of artil­
There were also ca~~ured ª d a lai~e quantity of small-arms. 
Iery' much ammumt1on, an de;ed were General Manuel 
Among the officers who sur{en t and who had defended 
Rincon who commanded t e pFos' h attack· ex-President 

' h t' of the rene , 
Vera Cruz at t e ime l Eduardo Gorostiza, who had been 
Anaya; and_ J?on M~~: United States twelve years before 
Mexican mm1Ster to p e ident Jackson. Goros­
and had given so much off encito r battalion of the national 
tiza was now colonel of the ravo 

guards of Mexico. ers had remained at Coroacan 
Scott, whose head-quart d to givc up pursmt, and 

during the battle, now sent or haerslt d a mile or two north 
h inf try were e rth' accordingly t e ~ h the cavalry, with Wo 8 

of the Churubusco bridge, thougt· nemy up to the very 
. . d the retrea mg e ashed · to 

perm1SS10n, ~ursue . ali bod of dragoons d m 
gates of the c1ty' whe1 e a 81:°. k the American cavalry 
the crowded mass _of fugitive~e gate of San Antonio A~ 
galloped up, the artillery n~ loss Captain Philip 

rt inflictmg severe . inf tl'V opened on the pa y, . Milis of one of the an •J 

Kearny lost an arm, and_ Ma: cha~e was killed actut 
regiments, a volunteer m t th fi , hting of the event 
within the gate; and thus en~ed th e dJeat of Valencia near 
day which had been begun y e 
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Contreras, and had witnessed the successive occupation by 
the American troops of San Angel, Coyoacan, San Antonio, 
and Churubusco.1 , 

The various confiicts near Contreras and Churubusco on 
the nineteenth and twentieth of August were, in eff ect, 
parts of one single battle, and may be reviewed as a whole. 
lt is to be observed, in the first place, that it is extremely 
difficult to form a satisfactory judgment as to the num­
bers engaged on eitber side. V alencia's force on the hill of 
Padierna was variously stated, the American estimates be­
ing apparently a great <leal too high. His entire division, 
including cavalry, probably never amounted to five thou­
sand men; and allowing sorne diminution from sickness he 
could hardly have had in his camp much over four thousand 
men. On the other hand, the attacking force west of the 
San Angel road consisted of four brigades of Scott's army 
with one large regiment of Pierce's brigade, and must have 
eomprised almost half of Scott's army, or nearly five thou­
sand men. The remainder of Pierce's brigade, with sorne 
artillery and other small detachments, which occupied the 
edge of the Pedregal east of the road, very likely brought 
the total American force on the field up to six thousand 
men. 

The force which Santa Anna brought up with the inten­
tion of relieving and withdrawing Valencia from his position 
at Padierna, was also undoubtedly very much overestimated 
by the American officers. It consisted, as we have seen, 
principally of the brigade of General Francisco Pérez, to­
gether with the regiment of hussars constituting Santa 
Anna's personal escort, and a regiment of light cavalry of 
Vera Cruz, together with a field-battery of five guns. As 
Pérez had under him about three thousand five hundred 

~s official report of tbe day of Churubusco, with the report of bis 
· tes, are in Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 1 ~-, 308-354. anta Anna's 

"Port (dated Nov. 21, 1847) is printed in Apelacion al buen Crilerio, App., 
._U, 101. For accounts by otber eye-witoesses see Semmes, 395-4-09; Ripley, 

~285¡ Stevens, 67-74. Soo also Apun.tea para la Histeria de la Guffl'a, t258; Roa Bárcena, lnVMion Americana, 346-379, and the same author'e 
de Gorostim, 94-111; and Wilcox, 378-397. 
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officers and men, and as Santa Anna brought up, in addi­
tion, probably less than a thousand, bis whole force was 
something over fow- thousand; so that the two Mexican 
forces on the evening of the nineteenth-V alencia's and 
Santa Anna's-may be roughly estimated at eight thousand 

men. Scott asserts that at Churubusco and its neighborhood the 
Mexicans had twenty-seven thousand men-another state­
ment wbich is evidently exaggerated. The total Mexican 
force under arms a f ew days previous probably did not 
much exceed twenty thousand in ali. From tbis must be 
deducted the cavalry division of Alvarez, wbich on thc day 
of Churubusco was in observation east of San Agustin; the 
whole division of Valencia, or over four thousand roen; a 
large part of the garrison of San Antonio wbich had fled 
easterly toward Mexicalcingo and the Peñon; and the de­
tachments which had been left at the various gates of the 
city, or were posted at the Peñon and Chapultepec. It may 
therefore be concluded that the eff ective Mexican force at 
the bridge and convent of Churubusco, and along the road 
leading from the bridge toward the city, did not exceed nine 
thousand, or at most ten thousand roen. 

The American force attacking Churubusco consisted of 
Scott's entire army, with the exception of one regiment of 
Pennsylvania volunteers anda detachment of marines, who 
were lef t behind at San Agustín under Quitman to care for 
the principal depot and the hospitals at that point. Tbree 
hundred and filty roen of "\Vorth,s division were also left 
behind, to take care of bis trains and baggage; and the fourth 
regiment of artillery, with smáll detachments of PiJ]aw's 
force, had been lef t on the field of Padierna. The resul~ is 
that the effective American force attacking Churubusco may 
be estimated at about eight thousand men. 

With respect to the losses sustained on both sides it is 
not passible to spenk with accuracy. The returns frolll the 
American army failed to distinguish between the losses on 
the nineteenth and the losses on the twentieth of August. 
The total for both days arnounted to 137 killed, S79 
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' IIllSSmg · · -very n 1 , or, m ali agg t Th Mea~ y one-tenth of Scott' ' . rega e losses of 1 056 

e r exican losses s entrre army. , 
ñgur Th no one ever att es. e prisoners tak empted to state · 
numbered 2 637 en on the ninetcenth d m e~act 

two o/ whdm-f:'y:"~~fli;'rs, including .;t t;:i'e~: 
:e ~ffice ~f President of the alas--;-had temporarily lillecÍ 
• roncan killed and wounded _repthublic. Scott estimated th 
sand of ali rank hi m ose two da f e 
although it . s, w ch may very likely b ys at our thou-
tremely hea~~pp;::~ that t~eir Josses ;:,:t ;:::,timate, 
the men wh fl ' m addition a ve la een ex­
joined th oanksed_were undoubtedl~ dispry drge .µumber of 

. e r ' so that th erse and never r 
anny m the two davs be actual losses of the M . e­
probabil 'ty J may e stated · h exican 
to th 1 l ' at not less than six tho , dw1t sorne degree of 

e oss of men th usan men i In d . . at Padier was e capture of ali th M. . a clit1on 
. na and Churubusc e exican artille 

aeven . ~1eces-and the ca t o--stated by Scott at thirt ': 
quant1t1es of small P ure or destruction f • Y B 'd -arms, ammuniti o lllmense 
M ':81 es these material los.ses th on, and other supplies 
th ":'1~ ti:oops constituted an' . e moral effect upon the 
no~ ~e:Ctivde fighting strength. ev;tegi-:er_ diminution of 

an overcome the M . erican army had 
war. Th h exicans in 
a siege .;r thad l~ught in the open field t~v¡; ~attle o/ the 
deeme,Í b th:1 ad_ succ~ully storm'cd ;.;~ cond~~ted 
~e valley~f Me~cexicans unpr~gnable. They ~~ f ºa1ssit10~ 
mg · th O succeeded m t • 1:1,,1,l o m len:: oi°~: fight~g, the most stro:;'g, and thus captur­
and it w e capital. They were now prepared_ outer dc­
l!exican as not to be expected that the •~he city's gales 
nate def army ":ould thenceforward rka and file of the 
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