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village of Coyoacan, the first seat of the Spanish govern-
ment in New Spain and the favorite residence of Cortés.
From Coyoacan, one road led nearly due north to the city
of Mexico. Another road led northeasterly, direct to the
pridge of Churubusco and past the neighboring convent,
where Santa Anna two days before had been quartered.
And a third road led southeasterly to the hacienda of San
Antonio, joining the Acapulco highway just in the rear of
the Mexican works. Scott, on reaching Coyoacan, had there-
fore his choice, first, of marching upon the city of Mexico
or upon Tacubaya and Chapultepec, leaving San Antonio
and Churubusco behind him and to the east; or, second, of
ing northeasterly so as to cut off the retreat of the
troops at San Antonio if they were defeated by Worth’s at-

- tack in front; or, third, of marching with his whole force on

the rear of San Antonio. Advancing cautiously toward
Coyoacan, Scott’s force drove out or captured the Mexican
troops left there in observation, and halted to arrange for

. future movements. Captain Lee, of the engineers, was sent

with Philip Kearny’s troop of dragoons and the rifle regi-
ment to reconnoitre the rear of San Antonio, while Lieu-
tenant Stevens was directed to observe the field from the
steeple of the village church of Coyoacan. Within ten
minutes the latter officer reported that the enemy were
thandoning San Antonio, and that the road for a mile was
occupied by his troops and baggage in retreat.

onders given him to wait in front of San Antonio until he
beand the sound of dn attack upon its rear, but had moved

| s froops so as to be ready to assault it both in front and

o Tar, The ground had been most carefully reconnoitred on

. est, € e
curving 10 1o farther on cam
three-quarters of & T

iree previous days, and at eleven o’clock in the morning
began his movement by sending Clarke’s brigade to
across a portion of the Pedregal, so as to turn the
Mexican position. The other brigade (Garland’s),
battery of light artillery, was advanced as near as
ble to the intrenchments with instructions to storm

| tem if opportunity offered.
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this point almost precisely east; and although it had doubt-
less, in past times, meandered through the marshy ground
south of the city of Mexico, it had, long before the time of
the battle to which it gave its name, been made into a drain-

. age ditch, perfectly straight, and with high banks on each

side to prevent its overflowing the flat fields north and south
of it. At the point where the Acapulco road crossed the
river the strong téte de pont just spoken of had been thrown
up a few days before by Santa Anna’s engineers. It wasan
earthwork of strong profile with a wet ditch in its front,
which was filled by the waters of the river, now (near the
middle of the rainy season) at its height.! It mounted five
guns manned by the companies of St. Patrick (American
deserters) and by the battalion of Tlalpa.

About a quarter of a mile southwesterly from the bridge,
upon the road leading to Coyoacan, stands the convent of
San Mateo, a venerable building dating from the year
1678, which still remains one of the most interesting and at-
tractive objects in the immediate neighborhood of the city

of Mexico. The little convent church, now rarely used, i

of solid and sombre Spanish masonry, but is finished on its
western front with blue tiles or azulejos, which add a delight-
ful touch to the quaintness and incomparable charm of the
group of buildings. On the south side of the church is
beautiful patio with a gallery on the second story, and
orange-trees blossoming in the midst of it add beauty and
perfume to the secluded spot. The convent is surrounded
with large gardens which must once have been cultivated
by the Franciscan brothers, and about which stood, and

still stands, a strong masonry wall some twelve feet i

height, the whole constituting a very formidable place of

defence.

Under Santa Anna’s directions the walls had been scaf-
folded on the inside, giving protection for infantry, while
upon the south and southwest strong intrenchments had
been constructed outside the convent walls, which mounted

! In winter the bed of the river is absolutely dry. Even in August it was
perfectly fordable.
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and suffering heavy loss, were at times thrown into con-
giderable disorder and could do little more than hold their
ground.

Thus the battle raged on the east, south, and north of the
Mexican position; but as Worth’s troops slowly closed in
upon the téte de pont and Twiggs's division on the convent,
the Mexican fire began visibly to slacken. Presently the
Mexican troops lining the northerly bank of the Churubusco
River were observed to give way and retreat through the
fields in their rear toward the city. A party of American
troops of different regiments' from Worth’s right, quickly
waded the river east of the téte de pont and formed in posi-
tion in rear of that work, while at the same time the remain-
der of his men, who had been slowly working through the
corn, came out on the small open space immediately in front
of the intrenchments. By this time Pillow’s men, who had
been unable to penetrate between the téte de pont and the
convent, crossed the road and joined Worth’s division, and
the entire force, dashing through the wet ditches waist-
deep, poured over the parapets and into the intrenchments,
which they cleared with the bayonet in a very few instants.

“The garrison of the téte du pont,” says Ripley, who, as a member
of Pillow’s staff, was on the spot, “ made but short resistance. A few
shots were delivered, a few bayonets crossed, and the greater number
fled over the bridge toward the city, leaving three guns, two standards,
and twenty-seven officers and privates in the hands of the conquerors,

A whose loud and continued shouts succeeded the roar of hostile mus-

ketry and cannon which but a moment before had been delivered

. from the parapet.” !

The first effect of the fall of the téte de pont was to relieve

1 \ﬂle pressure upon the American troops north of the river.
- The flight of the garrison threw the Mexican reserve into dis-

order, and the entire body, in one intermingled mass, poured

| . dlong the road toward the city, pursued by the whole of Pil-
'Qppw's and Worth's infantry, which had crossed the bridge
! And joined the party that had previously waded the river.

Shields and Pierce at once advanced to the highway and,
{ ! Ripley, II, 273.
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with Harney’s dragoons, joined Worth and Pillow in the | gznzr;?s’c :;(:rggd Wl;‘tléessed the
PS of San Ange],

pursuit of the defeated Mexicans.

Meanwhile, for some short period of time, the convenf m'f'h(;h:;uigusco'l :
still held out. Twiggs had carried the intrenchments in its the ninet uiconﬂmts
front at about the same time that Worth carried the #élede centh and
pont, and the defenders fell back into the convent itself,

But one of the captured guns of the téte de pont was placed 2
in position and opened fire upon the convent, Duncan’s bat- > Salistactory judgme

tery of Worth’s division opened on it from the main road, and f ll;:l;i:;gaa%fgs ™ e-ltber side. V. afenc%!al’ls ?‘zrc?: otI;) tihe hliluum—
one of Pillow’s regiments was ordered to move to a position - il variously stated, the American estime i
on the north of the convent and attack it upon that side; fnelu i cavy a great deal too high. m; ates be-
but before this regiment could get into action a white flag

was hung out on the church tower. Smith’s brigade of

Twiggs’s division received the surrendér of the garrison, who

numbered after the surrender 104 officers and 1,155 men.

There were also captured at this point seven pieces of artil-

lery, much ammunition, and a large quantity of small-arms.

Among the officers who surrendered were General Manuel

Rincon, who commanded the post, and who had defended

Vera Cruz at the time of the French attack; ex-President

Anaya; and Don Manuel Eduardo Gorostiza, who had been

Mexican minister to the United States twelve years before

and had given so much offence to President Jackson. Goros-

tiza was now colonel of the Bravo battalion of the national

guards of Mexico.

Scott, whose head-quarters had remained at Coyoacan
during the battle, now sent orders to give up pursuit, and
accordingly the infantry were halted a mile or two north ¥ 5 _
of the Churubusco bridge, though the cavalry, with Worths 3 4p > ituting S:mt
permission, pursued the retreating enemy up to the very ¥ Ver _ egiment of j p
gates of the city, where a small body of dragoons dashed into B::g %’ t0§ethex.- with a ﬁeld‘battefyoibfhfgigz Rt
the erowded mass of fugitives. As the American cavalry under him about three thousand ﬁvegins' &
galloped up, the artillery near the gate of San Antonio Abﬁd 18y undred
opened on the party, inflicting severe loss. Captain Philip § b
Kearny lost an arm, and Major Mills, of one of the infantry  J gyq ‘“sted
regiments, a volunteer in this charge, was killed acwdly
within the gate; and thus ended the fighting of the eventful Tidg g, 1,308 Beir A e
day which had been begun by the defeat of Valencia near 3 s and Wilcox, 378359?::6-379’ and the same authop's
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]
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wounded, and 40 missing; or, in all, aggregate losses of 1,056
—very nearly one-tenth of Scott’s entire army.

The Mexican losses no one ever attempted to state in exact
figures. The prisoners taken on the nineteenth and twentieth
numbered 2,637 men and officers, including eight generals,
two of whom—Anaya and Salas—had temporarily filled
the office of President of the republic. Scott estimated the
Mexican killed and wounded in those two days at four thou-
sand of all ranks, which may very likely be an overestimate,
although it is apparent that their losses must have been ex-
tremely heavy. But, in addition, a very large number of
the men who fled were undoubtedly dispersed and never re-
joined the ranks; so that the actual losses of the Mexican
army in the two days may be stated, with some degree of
probability, at not less than six thousand men.! In addition
to the loss of men was the capture of all the Mexican artillery
at Padierna and Churubusco—stated by Scott at thirty-
geven pieces—and the capture or destruction of immense
quantities of small-arms, ammunition, and other supplies.

Besides these material losses, the moral effect upon the
Mexican troops constituted an even greater diminution of
their effective fighting strength. The American army had
now met and overcome the Mexicans in every battle of the
war. They had fought in the open field, they had conducted

.~ asiege, and they had successfully stormed fortified positions
deemed by the Mexicans impregnable. They had also in
the valley of Mexico succeeded in turning, and thus captur-

| ing without fighting, the most strongly prepared outer de-

. lences of the capital. They were now at the city’s gates
- ind it was not to be expected that the rank and file of the
Mexican army would thenceforward make any very obsti-

maj | late defence against assailants who had shown themselves

| 80 8uperior in every variety of warfare.

it i 3 - The conduct of the American army so far as concerned the

'-‘*The Mexican official returns July 7, 1847, gave the total force in the capi-
W88 17,448 men. This was exclusive of Valencia’s Army of the North, and
Mobably of the cavalry of Alvarez. On Aug. 30 the returns showed only
4481 men, apparently rank and file only.—(Apelacion al buen Criterio, App.,




