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camp. But by this time Riley's troops had gained the 
shelter of the orchards near an Ger6nimo, anda charge of 
the :\1exican cavalry, in which General Frontera was killed 
at the head of bis men, was quickly repulsed- The Mexi­
cans, indeed, appear to have had little enthusiasm in their 
charge, and when their leader fell the whole body retire<!, 
and Riley's brigade continued through and beyond the ,il-

lage. Meanwhile, Cadwalader had struggled acro the Pedregal, 
descended into the ravine, and reached the San Angel road, 
when he became aware of a large body of Mexican troops 
advancing from the direction of the city of Iexico. Cad­
walader was therefore between two bodies of the enemy, 
but he f aced toward his new as.5ailants and the latter did 
not attack. Instead, they moved off west of the road to 
occupy a hi1l lying between the villages of San Angel and 
San Gerónimo. 

Pillow, perceiving the arrival of these ~fexican reinforce-
ments at about the same time that Cadwalader saw them, 
directed Morgan s regiment of Pierce's brigade to join Cad-
walader; and at the same time General mith, with bis 
brigade of Twiggs's division, followed Morgan without spe­
cific orders. The remaining regiments of Pierce's brigade 
were thereupon moved forward to the support of the bat· 
teries and down the slopes of the ravine, occupying the 
place which mith's brigade had thus far held. This poo­
tion they continued to hold during the night, except tbat a 
body of Iexicans took and kept possesfilOll of the rancli 

buildings of Padiema. 
While these several movements were going on, and some-

where about three or four o'clock in the aftemoon, o 
himself arrived from San Agustin. By that time Riley and 
Cadwalader were in po~on of the ranch of Ansaldo and 
the village of San Gerónimo, Riley having fallen back w 
the shelter of the village to join Cadwalader when he found 
a large force of cavalry under General Torrejon in his front. 

cott sa.w at once that if San Gerónimo were strongly OCCU­

p~ed by a. force of inf antry, such a force could arrest tbe re-
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from the cit f W . anta Anna was tle-whi h y o ;J.exico, and thus ult' apparently sending 
affair thanc hhad now developed int unately decide the bat-

e had at ~_,_ · 0 a much m . 
the dispositio un,1, mtended. He ore senous 
with bis volun"::t~ by Pillow; and whe!~refore approved 
and South C linr ngade of Quitman's di . _eneral hiele.Is aro a) c V1S1on ( y ' 
Iater, Scott ordered ' _ame up from San A . • ew ork 
forces at San Geró . hiele.Is to follow and j:S: somewhat 

The Mexi ~ 0· e advanced 
. can reinf orce ts CJty were, in f act men from the dir . 

son. He had , ~der the command f ection of the 
rece1ved O anta Anna · 

af~I?oon that the Am ne:vs at about two o clock ~ per­
posltion, and he at er1cans were attackin m the 
Francisco Pér once sent forward the b . g V alencia's 
followed with ehis~' then stationed at Coy ngade of General regun· t oacan H 1,.: __ _ 

of Vera Cruz en of hl.LS&U'S · . e LllllllSelf 
was as h 'together with a .field b t and the light cavalry 
wh~e for~ ~rteded, five o'clock ~ ~~ternof .five pieces. It 

v near an Ge . oon wh this 
repohrts would indicate that h rórumo, though the ~n. 
an our or two . e was reall u encan 
junction with V :rli~r. He found it impy o ~obnl the ground encia. Sfil e to eff ect a 

"There ,, 
P was, he wrote " 

to adierna ' only one practí' .:_ . , very narrow d cable road fro uuns which ' an commanded · m San An ¡ ~ march by":::;;:::;• enemy's battalions ~t ~•d lelt by the ~ -
ll'O?Dd and by my o~ and I assured myseH b seized .. I endeavored 
~g what remained /thabservation that the o y ~tions of the 
wa., unpeded b o t evening . peration was not 
"">ni some MÍb ::eep ravine wMch :;n advance on the ~ 
dosures and b k the southwest of A ed more than a lea diese ro en gro d n ngel· d gue 
to 

reconnaissances w un beino~ the left; and as Itl ahnt there were en-
enc&mp d . ere g mad g came hiI 

)llllied b . an . wa1t for daylight e, _there was nothin on w e 
llie sbÍter ""P'º"' rain, which ;,,,/ ternble tempest follo!.::' do but 
Jttarn . m the neighbo . . pelled me to orde th . , accom­
llld ~t daybreak to th . nng village of San An f ~ infantry to 
. artillery, who eu- proper camp· in whi ge, with orders to 
lllfeasantJy until ~ a cruel night beca' _ch I left the cava! 

morrung." t use it continued to ~ 
1 Á-'-----~ al buen Crii«-io A • pp., 98. 
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The American troops meanwhile, ali but Shields's brigade, 
had assembled in the villa.ge of San Ger6nimo and between 
that and Ansaldo, facing Santa Anna, and General Smith, 
who took command of the whole body as the senior brigadier 
present, entertained an idea of attempting an immediate at­
tack upon Santa Anna's troops, but the swift tropical night 
was f alling and it was wisely determined not to begin the 
movement. Shields crossed the high-road after dark, halted 
to rest his men, and joined Smith's command at about ten 
o'clock at night-or possibly near midnight. 

While the American inf antry was thus pushing in between 
Valencia and Santa Anna, Scott, Twiggs, and Pillow had 
remained at the hill of Zacatepec, for it was quite impossible 
for any horse to follow the route pursued by the American 
infantry, and Twiggs was lame and unable to accompany 
his division on foot. At sunset Scott returned to head· 
quarters at San Agustin, where he was joined later by Twiggs 
and Pillow, who, in trying to :find Pierce's brigade, had lost 
their way, and had almost ridden into Valencia's camp. 

At eleven o' clock that night Captain Robert E. Lee carne 
in from San Gerónimo, having managed to make his way 
through the darkness and falling rain in spite of innumerable 
dangers and difficulties.1 Lee reported that the command· 
ing officers at San Ger6nimo had determined to make an at­
tack upon the rear of Valencia's position immediately before 
daylight on the following morning, and that in order to sup­
port this movement they wished "a powerful diversion" to 
be made on the front of Valencia's position. The plan was 
cordially approved by Scott, who directed that one ?rig9.d;e 
of Worth's division, and the remaining brigade of Quitmans 
division should start at the earliest practicable moment­
which ;ould not be until daylight-to join Pierce's brigade, 
Twiggs and Lee then set out and rejoined Pierce that night; 
but Pillow, worn out with the fatigues of the day, was ~ed 
by Scott to remain at head-quarters until morning-which he 

did. 
1 "The greatest fea.t of physical and moral courage performed by anY !¡ 

dividual, in my knowledge, pending the campaign."-(Testimony of Gen 
Scott in Pillow's court of inquiry¡ Sen. Doc. 65, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 73.) 
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Meanwhile the American f t . orce a San G 6 • 
8?me b1tterly uncomfortable hours ~r nuno passed 
Sively cold and unusually r . · The mght was exces-
the weather, without tents ai:y d an~~hJ men-exposed to 
eever~ly. ~ortunately for the~ t~ M t~le food-suffered 
suff enng qmte as much from the' l exican troops were 
desire t<i renew the conflict f th e ef ents and exhibited no 
remained at San Angel wa1·t? fe ad ter~oon. Santa Anna 
. hi ' mcr or aylight hil m s camp was celebratincr ó h t h , w e Valencia 
umphs of the Mexican arm º ~ a e regarded as the tri­
o'clock that night from "thy.t . n ª despatch dated at eight 
he reported that after de rmmphant camp of Padierna" 
American army he hada esper~te combat with the whole 
and that, the honor of {h~t r!h~~iorces _to shameful flight; 
by the efforts of those und fu c havmg been preserved 
ta!ion in promoting the o~:e s command, he felt no hesi­
this heroic day " B rs who had had a share "in 
hank · Y a general ord t his t ed them for their dist. . er o troops, he 

the invaders of the republic ~;l1~hed services in repelling 
promoted a number of offi.' b m the name of the nation 
sent ~ second despatch to th:e~. ~ name.1 At 9 P. M. he 
~e failure of Santa Anna's troo ~ster of War, condemning 
inal General Don Francisco p ps, "commanded by the crirn­
to ~ist him but had t érez, who had not only failed 
inf ' no even sent him · . orm him where the enem w a smgle message to 
bis triumph "and destro yth as s? that he could complete 
Anglo-Americans who are ~ t e 1?1serable remains of the 
of two thousand men " 2 u up m Anzaldo to the number 

This last desf atch. was sent 
from Santa Anna-transmitted ~ a rep_ly to a verbal order 
to get from. San Angel to the hfu :~ a1d ':ho had ma~aged 
~us mountam route-to th ff Padierna by a circui­
~ guns and retire as soo e e ect th~t Valencia should spike 
Jom the main army Valn ~ poss1ble that same night to 
aA_ta · enc1a was f th inf 
IJii(l Anna had with him · ur er ormed that 
but was unable to attack :: thousan~ men, with five guns, 

e enemy m consequence of the 
• Valencia to M' . te -'- IDIS r of Wa A "'1'1-'·, 154-160 r, ug. 19, 1847· Ape1-...:_ l J..,,_ 18am · ' ,uc-wn a v,um Crüerio 

e to same, Aug. 19, 1847; ihid., 155. , 
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ravines wbich were in bis front. But Valencia, without allow• 
ing Santa Anna's aid to finish delivering bis message, ínter• 
rupted to say that he had fought the enemY for five hoUI1!, 
that he was now holding bim with one battalion of infantry 
and Torrejon's eavalry, and that he (Valencia) would not 
retreat. Tbis roessage, with Valencia's note, was delivered 
to Santa Anna befare roorning by the e.id who bad leR Valen• 

cia1s camp at ten o'c1ock at night.1 

t tbree o clock in the roorning of the next day (Frid&y, 
August 20) the American troops !roro San Ger6niroo "~re 
punctually ready to start for the attack upan Valencia'• 
,ear. The route wbich they designed to fallow wa t.be,.. 
vine coroing in !roro the southwest and falling into the main 
streaJJl just south of the place where the Americans liad 
crossed the Jatter on the afternoon befare. The roen were 
drenched to the skin, cold, and hungry; but these physical 
discornforts probably served only to sharpen their anxretl' 
for a.ction. The Jine of the advance liad been reconnoitred 
by Riley on the afternoon befare, and was re--examined by 
engineers and other staff officers during the night; but the 
ground was so difficult and the night so dark that it was not 
until neal'ly daylight tbat the last of the American tr<>OP' 
were out of the village. Riley's brigade led, followed by 
Cadwa!ader and then Smith, wbile Sbields was left bebind 

By sunrise the leading American troops liad rea.ched • at An aldo. 

point directly in the rear of V alencia's position and, h>'.¡,,g 
drawn their wet loads and renewed the priming of their mus­
kcts, made ready to attack. They were still sheltered by 
the westerly slope of the bill from V alencia's observation, bul 
as they ro e to the erest of the bill they faund tbat their 
movement had just been discovered. With loud s\,outs tbe 
American troops at once dashed from three directions inW 
the left flank and rear of the 1exican intrenchments, wbet< 
they were received by the hasty tire of two guns which bid 
been turned in their direction, and by a scattering fire of ill­
aimed musketry. The 1exicans were natural!Y in the 
gres.test di arder, for Valencia f!cd at the very begittiiÍ!lg ~ 

1 Meroorandum o{ J. M. Ramiro; ibid,1 155, 
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the combat and tb 475 Salas e command d l 'as second in command evo ved upon ex-Presid 
charge, but Torrejon "f f . alas ordered the ca al ent 
oowardl fli h ' ar rom obe . v ry to 
tramp!J do!zi\h:•.d f the cavalry I:!,:;. º:'• took to 
thu.s consummat' m antry and ended b o example 
gained the San ~g our def eat." Th/ ;'~ttering them, 

881do, Shields's bri :¡ road, and, as they p~d Mexicana 
bad advanced to;.,; 'J:ened upan them, whll:P.near An­
slream and joined . e ranch of Padie ierce, who 
jusi seventeen min ~ the pursuit. The ba:'' ~ros.sed the 
strewed for miles ;:, but the road toward 1: itself lasted the Mexican d d e capital was 

"Thus," as Scott ea and wounded 
,ch; report.ed " . 

. eved; one road to th , was the great vi to 
813 prisoners, includi e capital opened¡ 700 t ry at Contreras 

th
colors and standards. ;f, ~mong officers 4 ge~ t~ e enemy killed. 

ousands ol small • p1eces ol brass or<fuan eras; besides man; 
shot, shells, powde:ramds and a~coutrements· ~ha]f of large calibre· 
etc &e al . n cartr1d . 7 ' trnmense q • • ., .- 1 m our hands" ges, 00 pack mul uantity of . es, many horses 

~~b , 
po d guns taken from Val . · 

un ers which had b enc1a were th b . 
<X Buena Vist een captured from T e rass sur-
fourth artille a. thThey were retaken by aylor at the battle 
"th ry- e sam · a compan f 
. ough without th I e regiment which had I y o the 
was greeted by wha: oM º'. honor" -and the ~•t the guns, 
atronaderas " i a exican officer d 'b e evement . escn ed as "h 

'Soot" urras 
Ann ·• s report oí Co exed therelo a otreras is in Sen D the reports f re tbe reporta of his . oc. 1, 30 Con :::-' mro..:.,:: =::'J.•ent b.atUe 0)"!;:::'b'"'• whiJ;;.! :¡;!J"3"8 ..:J' the ,,nu-t of m:.:;cn.t.o of tbat day ,;:'i,;, r A ~• """' ol JJ;~ 
~tt'so: ~~<:°~t. w!tb writ¡;g ~!~~thfca.sel of General ~~iwm thhe testimony 
m Sen = m 1t was · u accounts f , w o had been 

• Doc. 65 30 tmproperly minim • 0 this battle • 
-tiog Pili' Coog., 1 ""'· Tb u~. Tbe ev;d,ne ! <o wbieh /:' .,. prin,::; ~~t •- 328, 32; ~g,, aod opiofo.' ;:/11 J• íouod 
i...~,already referred te appcndix to the Apelae. reporta of Sant.a ~ court 
- "' A>dob. o. For thes!At """' al fnun Cri . • and 
bo,¡¡,,, !UH 1 Wfl:phy of on Engfi,h S 'f),?" of olbu eye-wi'::• aod b.ava 

:::;::~; sta~~f-24~'w't be ::sd!'t.~~~c(k,h27~o:rB~t 
a, 231-242 ' cox, 358-377· d w O was at tb' • , an A puntea 1s para la Hü-


