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~ inforcements” which Santa Anna was apparently sending
~ from the city of Mexico, and thus ultimately decide the bat-
" tle—which had now developed into a much more serious
~ affair than he had at first intended. He therefore approved
~ the dispositions made by Pillow; and when General Shields,
~ with his volunteer brigade of Quitman’s division (New York
. and South Carolina), came up from San Agustin somewhat
~ later, Scott ordered Shields to follow and join the advanced
forces at San Gerénimo.

~ The Mexican reinforcements from the direction of the
ity were, in fact, under the command of Santa Anna in per-
~ son. He had received news at about two o’clock in the
- afternoon that the Americans were attacking Valencia's

~ position, and he at once sent forward the brigade of General

~ Francisco Pérez, then stationed at Coyoacan. He himself
~ followed with his regiment of hussars and the light cavalry
~ of Vera Cruz, together with a field-battery of five pieces. It
~ was, as he reported, five o’clock in the afternoon when this
- whole force arrived near San Gerénimo, though the American
~ eports would indicate that he was really upon the ground
~an hour or two earlier. He found it impossible to effect a

e 1 -'.gﬁnction with Valencia.
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“ ;7-71""1'here was,” he wrote, “only one practicable road from San Angel
 to Padierna, very narrow, and commanded right and left by the posi-

the slopes of Yo mme’d%mwﬁ" tions which some of the enemy’s battalions had seized. I endeavored

‘o march by the flank, and I assured myself by examinations of the
b % gound and by my own observation that the operation was not easy

i

gnel ¥ during what remained of that evening, since an advance on the right

Was impeded by a deep ravine which extended more than a league

toward some hills on the southwest of San Angel; and there were en-

es and broken ground on the left; and as night came on while

reconnaissances were being made, there was nothing to do but

amp and wait for daylight. A terrible tempest followed, accom-

y copious rain, which compelled me to order the infantry to

shelter in the neighboring village of San Angel, with orders to

at daybreak to their proper camp; in which I left the cavalry

illery, who passed a cruel night because it continued to rain
feessantly until morning.” !

1 Apelacion al buen Criterio, App., 98.
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The American troops meanwhile, all but Shields’s brigad,

had assembled in the village of San Gerénimo and bet
that and Ansaldo, facing Santa Anna, and General Sn
who took command of the whole body as the senior brigg
present, entertained an idea of attempting an immediate g
tack upon Santa Anna’s troops, but the swift tropical n
was falling and it was wisely determined not to begin th

movement. Shields crossed the high-road after dark, halte

to rest his men, and joined Smith’s command at about
o’clock at night—or possibly near midnight.

While the American infantry was thus pushing in bety
Valencia and Santa Anna, Scott, Twiggs, and Pillow
remained at the hill of Zacatepec, for it was quite impossib
for any horse to follow the route pursued by the Amer
infantry, and Twiggs was lame and unable to accomp
his division on foot. At sunset Scott returned to h
quarters at San Agustin, where he was joined later by
and Pillow, who, in trying to find Pierce’s brigade, had
their way, and had almost ridden into Valencia’s camp.

At eleven o’clock that night Captain Robert E. Lee came

in from San Gerénimo, having managed to make his
through the darkness and falling rain in spite of innumer.
dangers and difficulties.! Lee reported that the com
ing officers at San Gerénimo had determined to make an
tack upon the rear of Valencia’s position immediately be
daylight on the following morning, and that in order to s
port this movement they wished “a powerful diversion’
be made on the front of Valencia’s position. The p
cordially approved by Scott, who directed that one brig;
of Worth’s division, and the remaining brigade of Qui
division, should start at the earliest practicable mom
which would not be until daylight—to join Pierce’s brigs
Twiggs and Lee then set out and rejoined Pierce that nig
but Pillow, worn out with the fatigues of the day, was
by Scott to remain at head-quarters until morning—wh
did.

1“The greatest feat of physical and moral courage performed by

dividual, in my knowledge, pending the campaign.”’—(Testimony of
Scott in Pillow’s court of inquiry; Sen. Doc. 65, 30 Cong,, 1 sess., 73.)
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