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calcingo by the remainder of  §  “in _order to threaten the Pefion .and N,I,emcalcmgo and to

frontal attack up?n Me};’lfll e divisions. W orth, mean- deceive the enemy as long as Rractlcable.
Twiggs's, Quitman’s, and Ohe could get over the roady The movement of the American army had, of course, been
while, with such artillery as ¢ Lake Chalco and atfack obpewed by Santa Apna, and as soon as it was well ascer-
was to pass t0 the sottth 0 tained orders were given for the thhc.lrawa.l of ];he greater
Mexicalcingo in the rear. o serious risks; but part of the Mexican troops to the fortified positions of San
obviously involved the mo ble for the amy Antonio and Churubusco. Ex-President Herrera was left in
alco Was .no"' pasia only solutionof command of the Pefion, and the national guards returned
g tt eein the afternoon, from their picnic to the city, discontented and discouraged
: 1 d from their recon- at the unheroic ending of an expedition which had been begun
Ity retu.n}ll arty of guerilss with such a display of noisy patriotism. They found the city
skirmish with 2 P 1 deserted by most of the wealthier families. The sight of the

: ler Hamilton , d silent streets t calculated t
" ich Lieutenant Schuy ; bility of empty and silent streets was not calculated to encourage
in whic rted to Worth the en ' the impressionable volunteers.

and repo a8 ab
::i‘rllnil(li;d,the Acé)pulco mad;;o é)c‘:)lt‘;znhe:fquarters to e On Monday, August 16, ’I"wiggs’s division marched from
spatched, weary as he Was,f his TecoNROISSANCE; and upon Ayotla,‘ and soon after starting met the cavalry of .Alvaf'ez
port in person the results ({) ~doned the P! f g fronte advancing from Texcoco. T\ylggs.halt(_ed, deployed into hn.e
hearing his report 'Scott aba ursuing the sou route. facing easterly, and opened with his artillery upon the Mexi-
attack and determined upon P can l.ancers, whom a few shots sufficed to'dlsperse ; and the
s «gnd in ordinary W8 3 division then proceeded without molestation over the road

«1n ordinary Cimummneﬁ;ke P e i been dangerows which Dupc.ar} had explored, reaching the Acapulgo high-
fare, the movement aroun | el communicat way and joining the rest of the army near the village of

el o was afterward ap P Tlalpam or, as it was otherwise called, San Agustin de las
narrow, and in some places, a3 dangerous ‘

. on army. Everything ¥ ; Cuevas—a village which had been in former days much
defil in rear of tltlle él'n:l?:ﬁovement, and r?treat’ " Mexicald resorted to by the people of Mexico during the ce{ebration
hazard of the battie by =7 But the movement on of the f f the A ths®, Ths villagu el "
cess, was out of the ql'leSthYtll- wvent, and, besides, there ¥ . e feast of the Ascension. e village lay in the midst
was no less hazardous 101 SU€ o “feulty in the front; and “of il of a fertile and productive country, but on the west was “a
tive certainty of the greates ¢ such had been the character - | great tract of black lava, sterile, bleak and entirely destitute
impracticability of the ;ecf;ﬁé wir”™® | of vegetation,” known as the Pedregal—an ancient flow of
nearly all the operation 1 lava from the neighboring mountain of Ajusco.

. dis On the high-road and about a mile north of San Agustin

On the evenin : lay what Madame Calderon called the “noble hacienda” of
ment was begun; San Antonio—“a fine solid mass of building, and as you
tance on the 30 morning, whil i ~ | enter the court-yard, through a deep archway, the great out-
lowed on Monday : « | Douses, stables, and especially the granary, look like remains

~ 'An interesting account of the prodigious gambling and cock-fighting that
Went on during the three days of the fair will be found in Madame Calderon’s
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of feudalism, they are on so large and magnificent a scale. v
This hacienda, as the Americans soon discovered, had been

strongly fortified by the Mexicans and completely com-

manded the approach to the city from San Agustin. About
two miles north of San Antonio on the road to the city was

a fortified convent and bridge at Churubusco, which was
known to be strongly held, although with what force was

quite uncertain. West of San Agustin, a mule track led
across the Pedregal to another road running northerly
through the village of San Angel toward the city of Mexico,

The first obstacle to be encountered by Scott’s army in

making an advance along the Acapulco road toward the
city was, therefore, the hacienda of San Antonio, which
could only be approached by artillery along a straight piece

of road, the ground upon the east being too soft for artillery;
and the ground upon the west, the Pedregal, being too

rough even for the passage of animals. The problem of tum-
ing the works at San Antonio, therefore, resolved itself info

the question whether artillery could be taken from Sam
Agustin across the southern end of the Pedregal to the San

Angel road, a distance of five miles or less. That question
was soon answered by Scott’s engineers, who reported that
although the existing mule path was not practicable for -

wheeled vehicles, it could be made practicable without mueh

difficulty. g
The engineers’ reports having been submitted to General
Scott, orders were issued early on the nineteenth directing
Pillow’s division to open a road for the siege trains in thedi
rection of San Angel, Twiggs being ordered to advance and
cover Pillow’s division. The men were to carry subsistencé
in their haversacks and to bivouac one night, it being s
pected that their wagons would follow on the next day.
Worth’s division was to continue to mask San Antonio, a8d -
Quitman’s division was to remain in reserve at San M B
and eventually to follow Worth by the direct road.! =

Pillow’s and Twiggs's divisions marched out according0
orders, and Pillow’s men set to work upon the road. 45
1 General Orders No. 258; Sen. Doc. 65, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 470.
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The Mexican troops whom Pillow and Twiggs thus en-
countered proved to be Valencia's Army of the North, with
a force of cavalry under General Torrejon. Valencia, as has
been seen, had been directed to occupy the village of Texcoeo
in order to observe Scott’s movements, and at Texcoco
Valencia remained until August 14, when the movement of
Scott’s whole army to the south of Lake Chalco began to be
suspected. Valencia thereupon decided to march by way
of Guadalupe and the city to watch the San Angel road.!
His division reached the village of San Angel on August 16,
and he immediately proceeded to reconnoitre in the direc-
tion of the village of Contreras with the view to ascertain-
ing whether the American forces could make their way
across the Pedregal to the San Angel road. He appears to
have become satisfied that the only possible means of cross-
ing the lava beds was by means of the path which was actu-
ally followed by Twiggs and Pillow on the nineteenth; bu
late on the seventeenth of August he wrote to Santa Anna
that his officers had discovered that there were four paths
in all, one of which was even practicable for artillery, and all
of which terminated at San Angel. These officers, therefore,
reported to Valencia that it would be impossible to protect

the factory of Magdalena (Contreras), which was about five 3§

miles from San Angel, and at the same time to watch all
four of the paths; and that if only the path leading to Pa-
dierna was guarded by his troops, he might end by being
completely cut off in the mountains without succor or means
of retreat. Valencia’s officers further reported that the

village of San Angel itself could not be held unless it were

fortified, and that there was no time for doing this in view

of the nearness of the enemy. They therefore recom=
mended falling back nearer to the city of Mexico, unlessres =

inforced that same night with two thousand infantry.®*

Santa Anna at once replied that as yet only the advane -

of Scott’s army had reached San Agustin, that it consisted
! This movement seems to have been undertaken without orders, and ﬂ“

Mexican

in defiance of orders, as Santa Anna seems to have wished Valencia to follov  §

Twiggs toward San Agustin.—(Apelacion al buen Criterio, App., 148,
? Valencia to Minister of War, August 17, 1847; ibid., 151.

Agusti
N, my
commander2 ?




CcO
464 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXI

i 4 ders ran,
] fore directs, the order
“Hi the President there c s the O
o I::ix:gi‘;?norrow morning your Lxcell(;:x;csdw;ke e
w%l;z i;l(t)rc‘i: of the army unde omman

remain, sending fo y
i acan W t the bridge
ol v}ll}ag; :cf gl?ﬁrt of Churubusco and the works &
your artiliery ¢

of that name.” !

( i ' brief
Valencia, however, had no i'dea. of obey;r;;g1 ?}li r\;elgg g
and s?mple’ order and deteill';nm{c)(ie:loinre;ﬁy D el B
] ] ms never to have bet ) ular O
%IS :lgl‘lrlzsfe:iend of Santa Annas, and indeed
e

p p . “ a

d helped to drive him

d Santa Anna an v sl
1841; he had oppose . and he was now openty

) 1844, an : t a

- Oftth;uiounhimstrilfminto Santa Anna's sea;c &f(; i;%sﬁgzg v
tious 10 P bly not & very .

the republic. He was prol)}‘;la tyScott was far more likely to

dier, blttthetum at San Antgmﬁ;}:e::g a‘:fdﬂi:
attempt to he was to attack the
\ P. M.
s b 0 s, ol 48
on i lery f
ot o the Sereay o Vo 0 i il B8
ch to LO i

ly expressing
d to the bridge of Churubusco, .t%ohte y expressil
;xv;rregret at being unable to comply W1

him. w
« 4o reply to this order as 1 have done to.

ible for me, both
others; but unfortun ibl :

; e
by a:l(xie E::: ?i;ht. 1 believe that the cause O
things m

po ’ g
g A

next day; and tlsxzt

ints, namely, San
lt)gzanpoint which is held by tlfe ar$g“\;
that one attack will be a feint,

August 18, 1847; ibid., 152.

1 Minister of War to Valencia,
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possible vigor; but that if he finds one of them abandoned when
he begins to move, he will suspend his movement upon the other
until his forces have an opportunity by making a rapid march to place
themselves in a position to attack the remaining point in flank and
turn the position. This is what I believe will happen if this road be
gbandoned; and the Mexican army will find itself attacked in flank
and in front, while, at the same time, if the enemy does not choose to
operate in this manner, he is free to approach the City with impunity,
—those of his forces who may have come by this village (San Angel)
being in & position to march directly from here upon Mexico either
by the straight road to Nifio Perdido, or else by that of Miscoac to
the gate of Piedad, or else to Tacubaya.”*

At the same time he wrote to Santa Anna a private letter
explaining that as a Mexican and as a general in command
he could not conscientiously obey the orders to retreat and
abandon the position of Padierna, where he had every prob-
ability of victory, especially as he was perfectly convinced
that the abandonment of his intrenched camp “would be
our destruction.” And to Tornel, who was Santa Anna’s
chief adviser, he wrote that he considered it would be not
only a great mistake to obey the order but a betrayal of his
most sacred duties; and he therefore begged Tornel to use
his influence with Santa Anna, inasmuch as the enemy
might be beaten beyond a doubt if the whole army were
concentrated at Padierna.? To these communications Santa
Anna replied from Churubusco that same night, explaining
that the order to fall back had been based upon the reasons

given by Valencia himself in his note of the day before, in

ihmh he had reported that there were four paths leading
from San Agustin to San Angel, and that if he held the posi-

tion at Padierna he might be completely cut off without sup-
. plies and without means of retreat. This and other state-

ments in the letter referred to had seemed to be conclusive
and were the reasons for directing a retreat to Coyoacan;
\W at the same time the President could not be indiffer-
€0t o the reasons given for holding the post, and Valencia

- Might remain in the position which he occupied, assuming

*Valencia to Minister of War, Aug. 18, 1847; ibid., 152.
*Valencia to Santa Anna; same to Tornel, Aug. 18, 1847; ibid., 159.
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~ latter to his own devices while discharging the whole re-
~ gponsibility upon him for any disaster.

On the morning of Thursday, the nineteenth, therefore,

- Valencia moved his entire force from San Angel to the hill

of Padierna—previously held only by a relatively small de-
tachment, which had been engaged in throwing up intrench-
ments—and during the morning his troops were in position
{0 await the expected American advance.
The hill upon which his camp was situated was a rounded
elevation chiefly covered with fields of corn. The easterly
glope toward the Pedregal was abrupt, and the view was to
some extent obstructed by trees and bushes. On his left
and left rear was a deep ravine formed by one of the
streams that emptied into the Magdalena Brook. Along
the easterly slopes (not the summit) of the hill his artillery
was placed in the arc of a circle, supported by the greater
part of his infantry, while at the same time the westerly side
of the Magdalena Brook near the bottom of the hill was held
by small detachments of cavalry and infantry of the line,
and the rocky slope descending from the Pedregal into the
valley directly in front of the hill was covered with skir-
mishers.! A small advanced party was placed in observa-
tion on the hill of Zacatepec, an eminence in the Pedregal
which commanded a view as far as San Agustin, and from
which any advance of the American troops could readily be
- On the left of Valencia’s main line were the local troops of
8an Luis Potosf, and on the right was Cabrera’s brigade,
‘made up of auxiliaries and “active militia” from Celaya,
Mjuato, and Querétaro. Head-quarters were estab-
ished in the rear of the batteries near the centre, and a
%eond line was formed by four battalions, including the
Quarda costa of Tampico, troops who had seen service in all
battles against Taylor. The reserves, who were at first
led at the ranch of Ansaldo under the orders of Gen-
@8l Salas, the late President substitute, was composed of

tin says the ranch itself, on the east of the brook, was not occupied.
\wasion. Americana, 112.)
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their excessively bad firing had saved our battery from being

~ fotally annihilated.” At sunset the American skirmishers

~ geem to have fallen back from the ravine toward a more se-
cure position in the Pedregal, and the batteries also were still
further withdrawn, though they were unable to proceed far
in the darkness owing to the difficulties of the ground. The
attack in front, therefore, accomplished nothing, although

~ the noise and fury of the cannonading, and the skirmishing
in the ravine, doubtless served to divert Valencia’s attention
from the more important movements which the American
commanders were making in an effort to turn one or the
other flank of the Mexican line.

A direct attack upon Valencia’s front, in the face of his

A numerous artillery and over the difficult ground, had soon

~ been seen to be impracticable, and it was not seriously un-
dertaken. Nor did the ground upon the American left ap-

- pear to offer any prospect of success; and therefore, after
such examination as was practicable, Riley’s brigade of reg-
ular troops were sent far toward the American right in an
attempt to gain the road leading from Padierna toward the
dty of Mexico, and thus to interpose, if possible, between
Valencia and the city. The route which Riley was com-
pelled to take was, as Twiggs reported,

~ “most difficult and tedious, passing over volcanic rocks and across
large fissures barely narrow enough to permit the men to get over by
baping. Accompanied by Lieutenant Tower of the engineers, this
 brigade finally reached the main road, and got in a position in rear of
 the enemy’s position.”

;ﬁldwalader’s brigade of Pillow’s division was next sent

a fiem Riley as soon as it became evident that it was prac-

ticable for infantry to cross the Pedregal in the direction
ﬁh Riley had been following. Riley, however, without
Lﬁng for Cadwalader, pushed forward across the road,
ISt the hacienda of Ansaldo, toward the village of San

imo. Before he reached that village he was con-

‘ by a body of cavalry and two battalions of infantry
one field-piece, which had been sent from Valencia’s
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