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strong detachment of the new “regular” troops, and Scott,
after some hesitation, decided to wait for him also before
attempting an advance. Pierce and his brigade arrived at

Vera Cruz on June 27, 1847, where they found the yellow-
~ fever raging fearfully and the city everywhere appearing
“Jike the very habitation of pestilence.” Pierce at once

moved his men to Vergara, about two miles north of Vera
Cruz, and there encamped on the beach, waiting for trans-
portation; but notwithstanding his best exertions he was
delayed until the middle of July, his men suffering a good
deal from sickness. When at last he started he was attacked
by guerrilleros near the National Bridge, but had little diffi-
culty in driving them away; by the twenty-first of the
month he was at Santa Anna’s hacienda of Manga de Clavo;
and he reached Puebla on August 7 with twenty-four hun-
dred men in good order and without the loss of a single
wagon. Some of his men, however, had been wounded on
the road, and they had also experienced a good deal of sick-
ness, due, as he thought, to “excessive indulgence in fruits,

~ which it was found impossible to keep from the troops.” !

In anticipation of Pierce’s arrival Scott had carefully

- made his preparations for the march into the valley of
- Mexico, and with a force numbering in all 10,738, rank and
file,* he now set forth to meet an enemy who, he believed,

might “amount to some thirty-odd thousand, including good,
bad, and indifferent.” * His communications with his base
4 Vera Cruz had long been difficult. He now determined

| f{osever them altogether. “Isolated and abandoned,” as he
 thought himself, he made up his mind “to throw away the
| sabbard and to advance with the naked blade in hand.”*

m memory of Cortés and his ships never left Scott’s mind,
and with a boldness which subsequent events fully justified
headvanced, like the conquistadores, without the possibility of

- | treat or reinforcement, to attempt the capture of a popu-

‘1 ‘%ﬁﬁthome’s Life of Franklin Pierce, 68-94. His account of Pierce’s march
‘mhrsely of extracts from the latter’s journal. :

:~ to Marcy, Sept. 18, 1847; Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 384.
*Same to same, July 25, 1847; H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 1013,
"h‘fo same, Feb. 24, 1848; ibid., 1223; Scott’s Aulobiography, 460.
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Shields, the marines and the Pennsylvania volunteers an-
other brigade, under Colonel Watson.

Finally, the third division, under General Pillow, was made
up of the two brigades which had last arrived. The first
brigade, under General Cadwalader, consisted of the “volti-
geurs” and the newly raised eleventh and fourteenth regi-
ments, with Magruder’s battery of field artillery.! The
second brigade, under General Pierce, comprised the new
ninth, twelfth, and fifteenth regiments of “regular” in-
fantry.*

Pillow’s two brigadiers deserve attention, for they were
types of the men whom the American military system of that
day placed in high command. They were both lawyers of
distinction, both, of course, Democrats, and each was about
forty-two years of age. George Cadwalader was a native of
Philadelphia, and was descended from a family whose mem-
bers had achieved distinction in the Revolutionary War, but

~ he was as yet without other military antecedents. Frank-

lin Pierce was also the son of a soldier of the Revolution who
had been a governor of New Hampshire. He had graduated
a6 Bowdoin College in the class of 1824; had served nine
years in both houses of Congress, where he had been an
ardent supporter of Jackson and Van Buren; and had re-
signed from the Senate in 1842. After retiring from Con-
gress he had enjoyed a successful legal practice in New
Hampshire, serving as United States district attorney. He

| haddeclined a reappointment to the Senate to fill a vacancy,
| and had also declined the appointment of Attorney-General
s | Ofthe United States. When the war broke out Pierce had

enlisted as a private in the New Hampshire battalion of

- Volunteers raised under the call of November, 1846, where he

hﬂ his first experience in military drill; and on March 3,

._. 1@7, he was appointed brigadier-general, to command one

ffﬂ;e brigades of the new regular troops raised for the war.

h_q'uder’s battery was formed from the men of the first artillery regiment,
armed with guns taken from the Mexicans at the battle of Cerro Gordo.,
" Jackson was the junior lieutenant of the battery.

rther details as to the organization of the army will be found in Scott’s
Adabiography, 460465,
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Everything being ready at last, the march from Puebla
began on the morning of August 7, the cavalry brigade and
Twiggs's division leading the way. A little before sunrise
the troops were drawn up in the plaza in the presence of
nearly the whole population of the city, who had turned out
to witness their departure. The general, to quote an eye-
witness,

“took off his hat, and waving it around his head—his white locks

giving him the appearance of some inspired old patriarch—shouted

forth in the voiceof a Stentor: ‘ Now, my lads, give them a Cerro Gordo

shout!” A simultaneous hurrah arose on the morning air, from twenty-

five hundred brazen throats, that shook the walls of the palace and

must have given a death-blow to the hopes of any Mexican patriots =

who were looking on. The cry was joined in and prolonged by the ded wi haml ;

by-standers of the other corps, and before its echoes had died away, empress with her corong] of ets, and, in the midst,—Jik
the division, with its bands playing and banners flying, was in motion, pearls,
It was, indeed, a thrilling spectacle to behold this vanguard of the

American army moving to the conquest of Mexico.”?

e some Indian

The next day Quitman’s division marched out, and it was :
followed on the ninth and tenth of August by Worth’s and  § and which in
Pillow’s divisions. General Scott himself left Puebla on the tha T8Ins wide stretcheg
eighth with Quitman, but he soon overtook and continued j i
with Twiggs. The various corps were at no time beyond
five hours—seven or eight miles—apart, which Scott con-
sidered “supporting distance”; and that they were suffi
ciently near was proved by the entire failure of the Mexican
cavalry to annoy them. The army, therefore, marched for=
ward without interruption, precisely as Cortés had advanced =
three hundred and twenty-eight years before. Like Cortes,
they found at one point that the road had been obstructéd
by felling trees and by some beginnings of intrenchments;
but they pushed forward through Texmeltican and Rio Frig,
north of the great snow mountain of Iztaccihuatl, to a pomé -
nearly ten thousand five hundred feet above the sea. @
the third day after leaving Puebla each division cambﬁ ‘
succession to the summit of the pass. s o i erd

P ; ol te 4350 Scott’s line of march wag not, at this

o .:-’~ s ] h
1 Semmes, 320, T .WOcrossedby the pass south of
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The orders were that Valencia should hold Texcoco and
watch the advance of the American army, and fall back to
Guadalupe if Scott advanced east of the lake of Texcoco,
and, in case he invested the Peiion, to attack him in the rear.
The cavalry of Alvarez was to remain in camp near Atlixco,
twenty miles southwest of Puebla, but as soon as Scott
advanced beyond Texmeltcan, Alvarez was to follow, an-
noying the enemy whenever possible and attacking vigor-
ously when he saw him involved in an attempt on any one
of the fortified points near the city. Should he attack the
Pefion, Alvarez was to join Valencia.!

On the same day that Valencia, coming from Guadalupe,
occupied Texcoco, August 11, Scott, with Harney’s cavalry
and Twiggs's infantry, reached the village of Ayotla, in front
of the Mexican lines, where he halted and at once began
careful reconnoissances of Santa Anna’s fortified positions
on the line of the Pefion and Mexicalcingo.

“The reconnaissances of the twelfth and thirteenth,” as Captain
Lee of the corps of engineers wrote home, “ satisfied us of the strength
of the enemy’s defences in our front. Their principal defence was at
El Pefion, commanding the causeway between the Lakes of Tezcuco
and Chaleo. The hill of El Pefion is about three hundred feet high,
having three plateaus, of different elevations. It stands in the waters
of Lake Tezcuco. Its base is surrounded by a dry trench, and its
sides arranged with breastworks, from its base to its crest. It was
amed with thirty pieces of cannon, and defended by 7,000 men under
Santa Anna in person. The causeway passed directly by its base; the
waters of the lake washing each side of the causeway for two miles in
front, and the whole distance, seven miles, to the city. There was a
battery on the causeway, about four hundred yards in advance of the

Peiion; another by its side; a third a mile in front of the entrance to
~ the city, and a fourth at the entrance. About two miles in front of
the Pefion a road branched off to the left, and crossed the outlet of
Lake Hochimillico [Xochimilco], at the village of Mexicalcingo, six

*Apelacion al buen Criterio, App., 146-150. Alvarez, who commanded the
@avalry, subsequently became President of Mexico and incurred the enmity
of Banta Anna, who, in his memoirs, gives him the worst character. He was,
%58 Santa Anna, a monster of cruelty and known as “the panther of the

" and was also a coward. Santa Anna says he was of African descent
?ﬂh mother's side.—(Mi Historia, 101-103.) But see Bancroft’s Mezico,

106-674, where Alvares is well spoken of,
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