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| Both expressed a willingness that their letters should be re-

moved from the files of the department; and thus ended the
absurd quarrel which had delayed for at least six weeks any
possibility of negotiations with Mexico, at a time when con-
eeivably that government might have been very willing to
consider terms of peace.!

Santa Anna’s decision to leave to Congress the consider-
ation of Buchanan’s note was due, of course, to the law of
April 20, under which an attempt by the executive to open
negotiations with the American government was declared
to be an act of treason; and though Santa Anna would prob-
ably not have hesitated to violate any statute if he had felt
strong enough to do so, he did not dare, in this instance, to
fiy in the face of an act of Congress which represented the
feelings of at least a large part of the ruling class, and a vio-
lation of which would undoubtedly have been seized upon
by his enemies as a sufficient excuse for a revolution.

Secretly, however, he endeavored to make something out
of the situation, and word was sent to Trist by persons in
the city of Mexico who represented themselves to be agents
of the President, to the effect that it would be possible to
agree upon terms of peace if Santa Anna had a million dol-

.~ lars at his disposal payable on the signing of the treaty, and

that he must also have ten thousand dollars on account, pay-

-~ able forthwith. If these conditions were complied with, he
- would agree to name Mexican commissioners who should
open official negotiations. The million dollars was to be a

seeret payment, not included in the text of the treaty; and

iwould seem that it was understood that the ten thousand

tollars to be paid down were to be used to overcome the

- msistance of members of Congress.?
t ﬁe suggestion appealed both to Scott and Trist, who were

imiu to Buchanan, July 23; Scott to Marey, July 25, 1847; H. R. Doe.

#,30 Cong,, 1 sess., 830, 1011. It was understood at the time in the army
el Persifor F. Smith, with whom Trist had been living at Puebla,

1 “peaoe-maker who brought the two irascible gentlemen together.

English Minister is engaged in bringing about a peace. He gives the

that a bribe is absolutely indispensable. The Spanish Minister is said

4ave given the same opinion. Our agents in this business are Englishmen.”
cheock, 263.)
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alike eager to terminate the war and showed no scruples asfo
the method of doing so. They called General Pillow, mine what shoylq pe de b
President’s next friend, into their councils, and he ngress o u?ned most proper op that subjeet
after some hesitation, expressed his approval, and agre responsibilities g, st 10 hurry ¢, assume gy danJeCt d
that it was upon the whole expedient to open the negotiai that a quorym -y . :IVraS N0t until the th; fgouts'
he Peace roposals
of

on these terms rather than to march on Mexico and r ;. - ;
the risk of another battle. The ten thousand dollars stj members, By thic S Ifkfd States were laid befop, h
| T e

lated for were therefore immediately paid over from
secret service money which General Scott had at his d
posal, and correspondence seems to have been secretly
actively continued between Trist, on the one hand, an
reputed agents of Santa Anna, on the other.! Santa A

however, was now reported as being reluctant to carry ) and the n
the understanding, and Scott was informed that until , D of 1824 the ?}i];ttfe Teported that undep the (? S
American troops could take up a position near the city diplomatic negotiati()nsu Ve Was authorizeq to cond iy
Mexico Santa Anna would not be in a position to unde - Of peace or of any other e all tmati%swgg:bau
Begousisn ; | of them he obtainafg;e“ although before ratifca.
The reason why Santa Anna hesitated was undoubt ; 80 that the gup: approbation of the Ge
because he had discovered that he could not control of the President 3 J’*I’“;feW&S entirely within the J?;rg
! COmmittee glag
Ported that

gress, and that they would neither give their cons

o ary pow
opening negotiations nor allow Santa Anna to und 8188 had ceggeg POWers conferred by the constituent, Clop

upon the readoption of the Constj
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become Inoperatiye, The

gress must decide as to a treaty of peace, and must “
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e whole controye Power to get.
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question whetls, theurse) turned, in fopp, upon the

1824 by the 4 Teadoption of ¢}, 4
cla de R, : e Constity.-
th ~gormas in M g
1:) Statute of Apyj]. ; ay had anhedl’y
San S

10n July 16 Scott informed some of his principal officers as to these
ations. Pillow “came out very fully and eloquently” in support of
Santa Anna, and Twiggs also approved it. Quitman and Shields dis
Cadwalader said nothing.—(Hitchcock, 267.) Trist was careful no
these secret negotiations to'the State Department. When Buchmesavd

of them through the newspapers, he wrote a severe and well-d d
to Trist for his share in “‘a transaction which would cover with m pe
grace all those who may have participated in it.”— (Buchanan to Tri ility ; Tsuade Congregg to ass
21, 1847; Moore’s Buchanan, VII, 484.) A similar letter was sent by M Y 1n undel'takm SSume g share of the
Seott, and inquiries were made of other general officers as toth.efach. ; 5 58 Was to py t th g negotlatlons, while th
war was over by the time their answers were received, and it seems Anng p : e whole of the res o effort
been thought best to let the matter drop. See Polk’s Diary, III, W e di Clﬂty would pOnSIblhty Upon
261, 341, 384, 388; IV, 196. Quitman, I, 316-329. act either pe have heep solved },

* Trist reported to Buchanan that he was informed Santa Anna’ of April 9. b g Or re-enge ing, in so Y a
to make peace at that time, and would first allow the American ar - » but the Con many words
vance close to the capital; but that he talked of “taking the matt . gress could not bﬁng itself

own hands in a military way,” . e., making himself dictator. Of 1,
said nothing about a bribe.—(Trist to Buchanan, July 23, 1847; & I *‘"nmasrgg??:i‘; Lo, 4
MEa) 4, 2, Sess, et aeq.eco § communiegtiop will be foung

__ IR n of 1824, oo, 110 in Sen. Dog, 53,

- 410, subd. X1V, Dublan y Lozano, 11, 730
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to adopt either course, so that the subject was eventually

laid on the table and nothing was done in regard to it =

The character of the opposition was perfectly well under
stood from the first. Writing a fortnight before Congress
actually met, Bankhead expressed his opinion very frankly,

“The whole affair,” he wrote. “has been one of those mi

intrigues by which questions of importance are delayed and a1

measures rendered unavailable. No one possesses moral Courage”

enough to take a due share of responsibility upon himself. Genenl
Santa Anna on the one hand, is desirous of leaving the decision fo
Congress, while, on the other, that Assembly is anxious to throw any
of the odium which might attach to the measure upon the shouldes

of the Executive.” 2

A month later Thornton wrote privately to Trist on ﬁ
same subject as follows:

“You will no doubt have been amused at the mutual endeavoursof ‘.

Congress and Santa Anna to put the responsibility of entering info
negotiations upon each other; so far, Congress have succeeded; for
although S. A. addressed them the plain question of whether they
wished peace or war, he was unable to make them meet to give himan
answer; since that time he has been saying to several people, and
among the number to Mr. Mackintosh, that he must let Gen
Scott advance, even close up to Mexico and since he is now abandoned
by Congress must then as military chief endeavour to make peace.
There is no doubt that he is very anxious for peace, for he knows
well what will be the fate of his army if he risks another battle; but
he has many difficulties to contend with, and many enemies whoare
raising a war cry merely for the purpose of bringing on his overthrow;
the principal of these is Valencia, who returned two days ago from the
North with 4,000 men.” 3 :

;
ol

And thus the subject of peace negotiations was dropped
in consequence of the inability of Santa Anna and the Com
gress to agree, to be resumed some three weeks later mﬁ* |
circumstances far less favorable to Mexico: But meanwiie
Scott had prepared a memorandum, a copy of which ¥

! Mézico d través de los Siglos, 1V, 670.

* Bankhead to Palmerston, June 29, 1847, No. 67; F. 0. MSS.

* Thornton to Trist, July 29, 1847; copy of note enclosed with Trist's
despatch No. 10 of July 31, 1847; State Dept. MSS.

the capital by maki

SCOTT AT PUEBLA

said to have beep o =
; given A .

ing to Colone] Hitchcock, Fursen % 10 which, aceqpq-

the enthys;
asm of his tpo,
b (ke measures give those in
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How cloge]
y Scott kept ¢ :
be seen hereafter. 2 Pt the promise of his memorandym




