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442 ted "that General Santa 

. usl ascertained," he repor 'l tter from l\1r. Sec-
"Having previo y bly to receive the e lar party in 

uld consent favoura that there was a yery ge -
Anna wo h and as I knew ed prívate ote to Señor 
retarY Bue ~n:ble to peace. I addr ~ of tate, enclosing the 
Congress favo · t named Secretar~ t hope th&t 

who has been JUS r ing my earnes 
Ibar~, 1:finister's letter, and eA'P. It was forthwith translated 
Amencan "' ts would spring from lt.- essed himself to Mr. 
favourable resul 1 Santa Anna, who e.'-l)r diffi ulties between 

· to Genera t of the e 
and glVen . us for the arrangemen as it was po íble to 
Tbornton as an:--o~ and promised that ~ soon ether to forro a house, 
the two coun~~•number of Ministers (sic) to~ould use bis best en• 
collect a suffi.c1e~ the l ~ ote to Congress, and nsideration. I must 
he would sub~t . ediate and favourable cof ·thful]y carried out; 
deavours far its n1::Vours appear to b~ve bee¡~cter ~f this people 
say that those e dinary impracticable b been unable to 
but such is the extraor d ys the Government a ve 

f th p t íour ª ' · te a bouse 
that or ¡rlfi . t number to consbtu 'tted through me a letter 
collect a s ele~ e ñor Ibarra has transnubed in polite terms and 

"In tbe ro~ ro Secretarv Buchanan, couc t through Congtes-5 to 
addressed to - r.l. t at~tion of Governmen . • g the ear 1es 
promism f that :rote." i 

the contents O • ed 
Puebla where he amv 

Thornton took Ib~~s ;: !a cott1 of the fac~ tha~ 
on J une 24, and notifie I had been called to cons: t :isit 

ial session of Con~ lncidentally, ' 
speb~ t of neaotiations for peabce. m· part the cause of a 
u Jec . º d roa have een . 

coincided with an ~ two adversanes. ·es 
conciliation between t ese hanged between them, c~fuch 

re On June 25 letters were exc d but the ten. or of " th 
b preserve , . •t' to e 

of which have ~ot T month laterT_rist, wi:1.:gScott's 
readily be inf erre . h bad ID1Sconcen the 

meac~eta1•v of tate, declard edt~~ :een characteriz~ hby uld 
-J h "con uc ll:I.) • whic co 

character, ': o ~ 't anda fidelity and devotiont·" · and Scott 
urest public pm , f th Governmen , ~ 

p d to the views o e . bout June w a 
not be surpass; Department that sm_ce a . th Trist, and 
wrote to the ar ed in his relat1ons Wl dial. and 1 
happy cha~ge had occrr been frequent and co~ antlable. 
that "our mtercourse dis reet courteous, an 

f und him able, e , }bartl's 
have o M ,. 61 · F. o. J!SS. ,n 

26 1841 .,o. ' 1 ses,.,~-. d to Palmerston, J_une . ' . Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 
i Bankhea ,.., 1 -17 is pnnted 1D -'·ted June ,._, ' note, Uü 
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Both exp~ a willingness that their letters should be re­
moved from the files of the department; and thus ended the 
absurd quarrel which had delayed for at least six weeks any 
pos.5ibility of negotiatfons with Mexico, ata time when con­
ceivably that government might have been very willing to 
consider terms of peace.1 

Santa. Anna's decision t-0 lea-ve to Congress the consider­
ation of Buch.anan's note was due, of course, to the law of 
April 20, under which an attempt by the executive to open 
negotiations with the American go,·ernment was declared 
to be an act of treru,on; and though Santa Anna would prob­
ably not have hesitated to violate any statute if he had felt 
strong enough to do so, he did not dare, in this instance, to 
lly in the face of an act of Congress which represented the 
feelings of at leru,t a large part of the ruling class, and a vio­
Jation of which would undoubtedly have been seized upon 
by bis enemies as a sufficient excuse for a revolution. 

Secretly, however, he endeavored to make something out 
of the situation, and word was sent to Trist by persons in 
the city of Mexico who represented themselves to be agents 
of the President, to the effect that it would be po ible to 
agree upon terms of peace if Santa Anna had a million dol­
lars at his disposal payable on the signing of the treaty, and 
that he must also have ten thousand dollars on account, pay­
able forthwitb. If these conditions were complied with, he 
would agree to name Me.."'l:ican commis.ajoners who sbould 
open official negotiations. The million dollars was to be a 
~ret payment, not included in the text of the treaty; and 
n would seem that it was understood that the ten thousand 
dollars to be paid down were to be u.sed to overcome the 
resistance of members of Congress. 2 

The suggestion appealed both to Scott and Trist, who were 
11iist to Bucbanan, July 23¡ cott to Marcy, July 25, 1847; H. R. Doc. 

l.l, 30 Cong., 1 ., 830, 1011. It was understood at the time in the army 
illai General Persifor F. mith, with whom Trist had been living at Puebla, 
-.~ peaoe..maker who brought the two irascible gentlemen together. 

'. . The English Minister is engaged in bringing about a ¡>cace. Hegives the 
~ that a bnbe is absolutcly indispensable. Tbe Spanish .Minister is said 
lo bave given the same opin.ion. Our agents in this bnsiness are Englishmen." -(JI¡tehcock, 268.) 
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a] ike eager to termina te the war and showed no scruples ~ to 
the method of doing so. They called General Pillow, as the 
President's next friend, into their councils, and he also, 
after some hesitation, expressed bis approval, and agreed 
that it was upon the whole expedient to open the negotiation 
on these terms rather than to march on Mexico and run 
the risk of another battle. The ten thousand dollars stipu­
lated for were therefore immediately paid over from the 
secret service money which General cott had at his dis­
posal, and correspondence seems to have been secretly and 
actively continued between Trist, on the one hand, and the 
reputed agents of Santa Anna, on the other.1 Santa Anna, 
however, was now reported as being reluctant to carry out 
the understanding, and cott was inf ormed that until the 
American troops could take up a position near the city of 
Mexico Santa Anna would not be in a position to undertake 

negotiations. 2 
The reason why Santa Anna hesitated was undoubtedly 

because he had discovered that he could not control Con­
gress, and that tbey would neitber give tbeir consent lo 
opening negotiations nor allow Santa Ann• to undertake 
them on his own responsibility. His ecretary of tare, 
Ibarra, had written on the twenty-second of June that Con­
gress must decide as to a treaty of peace, and must "deter· 

1 
On July 16 cott informed sorne oí his principal officers a.s to tbese neP­

a.t.ionB- Pillow "ca.me out very [ully a.nd eloquently" in support o{ bri>illl 
Santa. Anno., a.nd Twiggs also a.pproved it. Quitma.n and Shields dissented. and 
Ca.dwala.der se.id nothing.-(Hitchcock, 267 .) Trist was careful not to~ 
the.se secret negotia.tions to·t.he ta.te Depa.rtment. When Bucbanan Jeañiid 
of tbem through tbe newspa.pers, he wrote a. eevere a.nd well-deserved ~ 
to Trist {or bis sha.re in ''a. tn).nSaCtion which would cover with meriteddi­
gra.ce a.U those who may have pa.rticipa.ted in it.11-(Bucha.nan to Tristi I)ee. 
21, 1847 ¡ Moore's Bw:hanan, vn, 484.) A similar letter was sent by MarcY\O 

cott, and inquiries were roa.de o[ other general officers as to the facts. But lbe 
war was over by the time their answers were received, and it seems to~ 
been thought best to \et the ma.tter drop. See Polk's DiarY, III, 245. 
261, 341, 384, 388; IV, 196. Quitman, I, 316-329. ,_:.1 

1 
Tri t re-ported to Buchanan tba.t be was informed anta. Anua w111111P' 

to ,..ke ..,..,. al tl,at time, and would fifflt allow the A,n,ric&n '""(.,: 
vanee close to the capital; but tho.t he talked o{ "taking the matter 1Dto~ 
own hands in a. milit.a.rY way," i. e., making himselí dictator. Oí course. 0.­
said notbing about a bribe.-(Trist to Buchanail, July 23, 1847; SJaJf 

MSS.) 
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but Congress had beeen~emedhmost proper on that sub· ·bili. • m no t Ject" .1 

respons1 t1es, so that ·t urry o ~sume such d ' 
July that a quorum I wa., not until the . angerous 
the President wa., seeured and the thirteentb of 
memhers. By ºJu!h:- United States we!e~:/:posals of 
alter a tenure of only ~arra had ceased to ho;~re the 
through Ramon p h or four weeks and S office, dressed ac eco his . . , anta Ann 

. a communicatio~ t new Mlll!Ster of Relations a, 
the unpo~ce of their t . o Congres,s on July 16 , ~-

_The sub¡ect wa., the aking some definite stand ,' urgmg 
mittee, and the co ~eupon referred by Con . 
tution of 1 24 th IDllllt~ reported that r to a com­
diplomatic nego/ texecutive was anthorize~ ;',;' the Consti­
ol peace or of .~• wns and to make all trea • conduct all 
lion of them he y other nature---although b~es-whether 
~•~; o tha~:t obt~ the approbation o~ ore ratifica­
diellon of the Presid: s~b¡ect wa., entirely wit:e Ge~~ 
ali exlraordina nt. The committee also the JllrJB­
gre,s had ry powers conferred b th reported that 

nnder the ~::"~.1on the readopti!n 0: ::~tuen~ C?n­
mueh of the la f eJm-:ruis of May 1 1847 onst1tution 
lhe executive h";,¡ o April 20 a., limited 'th , and that so 
clared that C become inoperative T: prerogatives of 

The whole c~nngtress had no power to. act ey therefore de-
techni roversy of • cal · ' course turn d · 
tion of 1sit:1:: ~hether the re:_dopti:: : ~rmCoupon _the 
repealed h e .acta de Ref rmnas • e nstitu-
elfort t e statute of April . b t . m May had impliedly 

was to pe d ' u m realit s IO!ponsibili . rsua e Congres,s to y anta Anua's 
ol Congressty m undertaking negotia:m°e a _share of the 
Santa Anna w~ to p~t the whole of the ':' while _the effort 
iiort act ·tb he difficulty would h ponSibihty ripon 
lhel&w of~ ~ repealing or re-enactO:ve_ been solved by a 

pr 20; but the Con g, m so many words gress could not bnn· . ' 
'Ben. Doc g 1tself 
t A full . 1, 30 Cong., 1 sess 

11"-- summary of Pach , ., 40. 
i"""II·, 1 , 302 ecos communi ti Constitution.,of 1 ;~ seq. . ca on will be found in Sen. Doc 52 

, sec. 110 subd XIV . ' ' · . Dublan ' Y Lozano, 11, 730. 
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to adopt either course, o that the subject was eventually 
la.id on the table and nothing was done in regard to it.1 

The chara.cter of the opposition was perf ectly well under­
stood from the first. Writing a. fortnight befare Congreii 
actually met, Bankhead expressed his opinion very frankly. 

"The whole affair," he wrote. "has been one of those miserable 
intrigues by which questions of iroportance are delayed and beneficia! 
measures rendered una.vailable. o one possesses moral colffll'· 
enough to take a due share of responsibility upon bimself. General 
Santa Anna on the one band, is desirous of leaving the decision to 
Congress, while, on the other, that Assembly is an.-oous to throw any 
of the odium which might attach to the measure upon the sboulders 

of the Executive." 2 

A month later Thornton wrote privately to Trist on the 

same subject as follow : 

"You will no doubt ha ve been amused at the mutual endea \'Oursof 
Congress and Santa Anna to put the responsibility of entering into 
negotiations upon each other; so far, Congr have succeeded; for 
although . A. addres.500 them the plain question of whether they 
wished peace or war, he was unable to make them meet to give himan 
answer; since that time he has been saying to several people, and 
among the number to Mr. Mackintosh, that he must let General 
Scott ad vanee, even close up to Mexioo and since he is now abandoned 
by Congress must then as roilitary chief endeavour to make peace. 
There is no doubt that be is very an.'-1ous for peace, for he knows 
well wbat will be the fate of his nrmy if he risks another battle; but 
be has many difficulties to contend with, and many eneroies wbo are 
raising a. war cry merely for the purpose of bringing on bis overthrow; 
the principal of these is Valencia, who returned two days ago from the 

.i:Torth with 4,000 meo."* 

And thus the subject of peace negotiations was dropped 
in consequence of the inability of Santa Anna and the Con­
gress to agree, to be resumed sorne three weeks later und:r 
circumstances far le favorable to Mexico. But meanwbile 

cott had prepared a memorandum, a. copy of which is 

1 Mh:icoátrocésdeW8Sigws, IV, 670. 
1 Bankbead t-0 Palmerston, June 29, 1847, o. 67¡ F. O. MSS, _,_1 

• Tbornton to Trist, July 29, 1 7; copy of note enclosed witb Trist's olliCII' 
despatcb • o. 10 o[ July 31, 1847; tate Dept. MSS. 
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said t-0 have been o-i . to C l ~· ven to anta Anna . . 
mg O onel Hitchcock, ' m which, accord-

"he stated that he would 
defeat the enem · . advance upon the ca ·w 
he would take aystrm VJew of the city, if they wopul1 d ' _and would either 

. ong positi f give him b ttl 
restram the enthusiasm of i:sn rom the enemy, and then if ha e, or 
and take measur . troops, he would haJ '. e could 
the capital by maeski to g1ve tho e in the city an t outs1~e the city 

ng a ni><>~ " 1 opporturuty to .t'-"· saYe 

How clo I t will Y co t kept the . 
be seen hereafter.~ proiruSe of bis memorandum 

'Ethan All inf en Hitchcock was . antry, and was actin · lieut~t-colonel í 
::;ewspapers in Jan~ as lmspector-geneml on Scott~ ~ thlrd (regular) 

at Puebla, which of ' ' a carefully guardcd . He wrote for 
ihe public know oí the' e.ff ~urse, represents what Gen ~count oí the negoti -
The letter v.ill be found . ~ and írom that letter the e bo cott desired to hav 

1 R~ors of Scott's ~ d ~- 65, :30 Cong., 1 ª v; qu~tation is taken~ 
known m the city oí M · ealin wtth Santa Anna., 5-l-532. 
the latter was regarded c:;co, a.nd t-0 have added t-0 th d ~ to have become 
be made to Roa Bárce~ ~ general account of tbe: eep ~ 'trust with which 
a fizst lieutenant in th ' ; Ripley, II 148-1 ran~ct1on, reference ma. 
b&ttle of Cerro G rd e seeond regimen t of artill 63. Ripley was at this f J 
ol ibe . o o, COIDlruUldin th ery, and had tak . IDlC 

G 
nver. He also took . g e small detachm en Par:t m the 

to eneral Pillow ff part m the subsequ t ent on the uth .d 
on the one hand, ~d ~ccount of the negotiati: tttl of lhe war as aJ 

~~~inTristg. the lrnowled: ~~ ~llnts, on the oth:,::y ret~~ Trised. t, • ow got from his •~r,,uu as conversations with 


