B e——aa T e S R —

(1IN
. ; ‘
b
a
H

T —

T ——— | S b, e P ~.

e S —

430 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

“My first impulse,” Scott wrote, “was to return the farrago
solence, conceit, and arrogance to the author; but, on reflection, T
determined to preserve the letters as a choice specimen of diplog
literature and manners. The jacobin convention of France neve
sent to one of its armies in the field a more amiable and accompl'ﬁ"{s
instrument. If you were but armed with an ambulatory guillotine
you would be the personification of Danton, Marat, and St. Just,all
in one. '3

“You tell me that you are authorized to negotiate a treaty of pease
with the enemy, a declaration which, as it rests upon your own word,

I might well question; and you add that it was not intended at Wash-
ington that I should have anything to do with the negotiation. 'ﬂiﬁ 3
can well believe, and certainly have cause to be thankful to the Presis

dent for not degrading me by placing me in any joint commission 1

”1 Y

with you.

On these terms the American representatives at Puebla
continued for several days, very much to the indignationand
alarm of the authorities at Washington when they received
copies of the ridiculous correspondence. The President was
away from the capital at the time, but Marcy lost no fime
in writing to Scott to express his “sincere regret that a letter
of such an extraordinary character” as the letter to Trist
of May 7 should have been sent. He further explained fully
what Trist’s powers were, and expressed the hope that upon
“more reflection and better information” Scott himself
would have perceived his mistake.? A

Buchanan did not write until the President returned fo
Washington, when the matter was brought before the eab-"
inet, on June 12, upon the receipt of further despatches from’
Scott. The President thought Scott’s course insubordinate
and that he deserved to be removed from the comm&ﬁ'J
both on account of this and also on account of certain e
respondence between Scott and Perry relating to Lieut
Semmes, of the navy, who had been sent to Scott’s
quarters with the view to asking his co-operation in
curing the release of a prisoner, a passed midshipman it

i vl

the navy. it

18cott to Trist, May 29, 1847; H. R. Doe. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess,, 996,
2 Marcy to Scott, May 31, 1847; ibid., 960 et seq. B
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any treaty or arrangement which might be made with the
government of the United States should be null and void.
It was also provided that any individual who, either in a
private capacity or as a public functionary—and whether
acting on his own initiative or otherwise—should enter
into communication with the government of the United
States, should be deemed a traitor.! The result was, there-
fore, that Santa Anna was left free to carry on the war,
but not to end it, and that he might deal as he pleased with
domestic affairs, while his hands were firmly tied in dealing
with foreign affairs.

This legislation no doubt reflected quite accurately the
suspicious attitude of the army, based on Santa Anna’s

- consistent lack of success in the conduct of the war.

Other generals thought they saw opportunities to supplant
him; and while they attacked him openly in the press they
also caballed industriously in private. Anaya, the acting
President, remained faithful, but Valencia, who had long

- commanded the troops in the city of Mexico, was reputed to

be the chief of the conspirators.

However, no one in the capital had either the following or
the determination necessary to overthrow Santa Anna’s
government, and the ship of state tossed helplessly on the
troubled sea—unable to take a definite course either in the

' direction of peace or of effectual warfare. The ruling classes
- Wwere not ready for peace—although Anaya and his cabinet
- Were supposed to favor it—yet they could devise only the

most inept plans for carrying on the war. For a month after
Cerro Gordo they talked industriously, but they failed to for-

A ﬁﬁ,»the city; and indeed it was the general belief that a de-

1éee was impracticable for want of men and money. The

1aising of bands of guerillas was thought to be a cheap and

tctive method of making war, and some were raised, but

were mere robbers and murderers, who were an annoy-

but not a serious obstacle to the American forces. The

atic encouragement of desertion from Scott’s army

Was another device in which much reliance was placed, and
‘ 1Law of April 20, 1847; Dublan y Lozano, V, 267, 268.
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minister declined to have any hand in the matter, and said
there was “a Gentleman proceeding to Jalapa to whom such
communication could be confidently trusted.”! The mes-
sage, it seems, was delivered and Scott answered that if
the propositions he was about to forward were not im-
mediately accepted he should forthwith march upon the

~ capital; but no propositions were ever sent.> Probably the

arrival of Trist about this time interfered with Scott’s inten-
tions, whatever they were; and certainly nothing was accom-
plished, though endless talk still went on in Congress and on
the streets of the city. The fact was that the one thing
needful—a stern determination on the part of the inhabitants
of the capital to pay with their persons and their property for
national defence—was lacking, for they were without a
leader. So far from being ready to defend the city of Mexico,
there was a very general feeling of terror at the prospect of a
siege and bombardment, and a strongly expressed desire that
the war should be carried on in some other part of the coun-
try. In fact preparations were begun for removing the
archives and establishing the seat of government at Celaya
or elsewhere. But there was never a scarcity of loud talk.

“Congress,” wrote J. F. Ramirez, “is a faithful representative of
the people I see about me, so far as regards their vocal enthusiasm for

- making war, and the discouragement they feel in their minds and per-

haps even in their hearts at the idea of carrying it to a conclusion. [
have not the least doubt that every one of those who are preaching war
to the death with such heat and fury, in Congress or through the

- press, and are calling every man a traitor who even talks of a truce, is

‘eonvinced within himself of our absolute impotence—I will not say
10 carry on war with success, but even to continue it in the face of
‘{Muts; and therefore the end of the war is inevitable, whether by a

0

- treaty of peace, or as the result of conquest, or because the invader

may retire after leaving us what he does not care to carry off. Never-
ﬁh, I repeat, nobody talks of anything but war, and the height
!’ﬂlelndity is that we do not see a single one of these preachers
owing the slightest wish to shoulder a musket or to contribute of his

h to the public treasury. . . . The Texan war, which has been

He pretext for former revolutions and lavish waste, is now a weapon

1 Bankhead to Palmerston, May 6, 1847 (in cipher); ibid.
*Bame to same, May 29, 1847, No. 54; ibid.
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which each of the contending parties desires to possess, that at thelast
they may wound their adversary.” ! '

Thus the rulers of Mexico, no longer sustained by any
vital belief in the success of their cause, afraid to avow their
disbelief, and unwilling to make personal sacrifices, debated
impotently with the enemy close at hand. So confused and
helpless were they, so distracted by the dissensions between
parties, back of all which was the fundamental question of
the relations between church and state, that they were ready
at heart to welcome any man who was prepared to propose
and carry out some definite plan of action.

Nevertheless, when the news reached the capital, on the
sixteenth or seventeenth of May, that Santa Anna had
abandoned Puebla and was on his way to the capital, Anaya
and his ministers, instead of being ready to welcome his
coming, were much perplexed as to how he should be re-
ceived. Feared and detested by many, but looked upon by
most as the one man capable of dealing with the crisis, the
presence of Santa Anna in the capital at the head of affairs
might, it was thought, lead to serious disturbances, and the
administration concluded to send out a small committee to
intercept him and ascertain precisely what were his inten-
tions, and to delay his entrance into the city until suitable
preparations could be made. The committee met Santa
Anna at Ayotla, a village about eighteen miles southeast
from the city. Santa Anna at first agreed to wait there, and
sent a letter expressing his willingness to resign his offices as
commander-in-chief and President of the republic if that
were the desire of the government;? but two hours after send=
ing off the letter he changed his mind, owing, as reported, to
the influence of his old friend Tornel. He therefore ar- fa
rived in the city of Mexico upon the heels of the committee, = Op ¢, day afte
late at night on the evening of the eighteenth of May.* 9 sion of Congress a£
B e e T, Ty o & k;ffgmhm ed the command of

* Text in Mézico d través de los Siglos, IV, 664. . g,:,, Santa o a8 intrusted to Generg] Lombarimﬁi'ﬁ{fﬁ:j‘zom é:iv

ta R E TG
* Ramfrez, who was one of the committee, gives a full account ) _ flﬁmta a’s _dWlsmns at Buena Vistg
view and of Santa Anna’s subsequent proceedings.—(Garcfa, op. iy L, j lerig, Pp. sgfan;:;tmg of generals on Ml:y 20 1847; A pelacion
3 ; g : z al buen Cr;-

284-287.)
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1824 and to an act passed May 18, 1847, known as thelawy &

of constitutional reforms (A cta de Reformas Constitucionales), ¢ DEW army. [t haq

in which that Constitution was readopted with some minor Ing Scott’s advance

modifications;' and on the day after taking the oath (May22, = intrenchm

1847) he issued a manifesto to the nation. He beganby = -

eulogizing his own activity and zeal in going out to meet the

enemy at Cerro Gordo, and expressed his regret at having

found an absolute indifference to the welfare of the nation

in the city of Puebla, and explained the consequent neces-

sity he was under of pursuing his march to the capitalin th he general cop,.

order to defend and save it at all hazards. aed e : ftr:;{ of the North wag
v : » guards ” Were or-

-

R O
- — -

“My return to the exercise of the Presidency,” he continued, “dur-
ing the few days which will elapse before the new election, has been an
accident and also a necessity, due to the refusal of the modest and
earnest patriot—who has so worthily governed during my absence
on the campaign—to continue in office. Compelled, in spite of my
most strenuous resistance, to take up the direction of affairs, I at
once submitted the question of defending the capital to the delibera-
tion of all the generals now here; and that policy was unanimously
agreed to, after considering not less the rules of the art of war, than
the desirability of avoiding the risk of suffering which might be
caused to the population by the enemy’s projectiles. . . . The co-
operation of all classes of society and of all its individuals is now essen-
tial. The clergy cannot in conscience consent to the domination of &
people who admit, as a dogma of their policy, the toleration of all
religious sects. Is the clergy prepared to permit Protestant churches
to be erected in the face of the very temple in which the Host is adored?
The sacrifice of a portion of its property may preserve it from losing
the rest, and, along with that, the privileges which our laws W !
and which those of the United States do not allow. Are the owners
of property aware how harsh and exacting are the decrees of the
conqueror? . . . The moment has arrived to risk all in order to save
all. Alas, that the gravity of the situation is so little understood!"* =
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1 Dublan y Lozano, V, 275-279. It seems to have been then the
of some members of Congress that the formal restoration of the Const
would be an implied repeal of the act of April 20, 1847, giving the execu
extraordinary powers.

2 Mézico d través de los Siglos, IV, 666.
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When, therefore, Trist found that General Scott declined Sy

to forward Buchanan’s letter to the Minister of Foreim & -;Hore Congress; bu that “on the favo
Relations, it very naturally occurred to him to have it ; "

mitted through the British legation; and for this pu
he managed to send a letter from Puebla to Bankhead j

Mexico, inquiring whether the latter would deliver the letter i,
bl goVernmen;

from Buchanan to the Minister of Foreign Relations, and oo . He endeq by confiding By SOV
make known verbally, at the same t:me, the presence ot S Bankhead to deljye, l'ltnd<~:‘rstandmg that it was o ;I; S note
an American diplomatic agent at Scott’s head-quarters. In 3¢ position or of}, 1L or not, a5 he might “o}, left ¢,
reply, the British minister sent one of his attachés to Puebla, - CTWise to enter ing, Negotiati ; :??rve a dis-
an amiable young gentleman who had recently gradug i mticent in g1, e . 10ns,
from the University of Cambridge, Mr. Edward Thomtﬁf ¥4 friend in the T .013.1 Teport of hig mission, byt }
to communicate with Trist. S o outspoke, S Ofice (presumably Aggi 008 o 4
Thornton, after escaping safely from the guerillas on the n. gton
road—from whom, as he reported, he ran serious risk r B MI found,” .
rived in Puebla on the tenth of June and had separate | e other; this jg unfortunate, mope ogrs OOt IOt Spegleiy
views with Trist and Scott, who were still not on spe: pecially iy
terms. To Trist he explained pretty fully the politi
situation in the capital. e

£
“I told him,” said Thornton, “that Sefior Baranda who hﬂ‘ o eoremy first jourm,
quently expressed a desire to discover some means of entering info 3 ﬁb@ﬂl intn'g{,jng :3' thto Puebla, T hag a strong suspio » Long
Nty . & s PR ) ﬁx A Gen] S(.'Ott' = P clon that Re

Negotiations with the United States’ Government, though he did nof - 0 bring his party, called |, the oh f his intri Jon
think it expedient, or did not possess courage sufficient, to avowit M of the Amer; ere of the ‘puros,’ into i
publickly, had resigned his office two days before the receipt ; - po
letter, and that as yet the President had named no successor
“I observed to Mr. Trist that the Grant of the United States *Gen] .

gress of three Millions of Dollars for the conclusion of a  Opinjo, tt likewise expressed muych
Peace had been attended with bad consequences in this :

OU

it was universally supposed that that sum was destined to bi ¥ i par
tain Members of the Government; but that if on the conel ong the Genl’s staff.” 2 name has heep o
Treaty of Peace a sum of Money could be placed in the hands Mmton wag ng
Mexican Government it would materially assist them in 'S Soon back j the cit f
in awe all such as were opposed to the renewal of friendly relations: L note of Apri and Y of Mexico

: fad from Trist whic . 9‘150 a verbose note ¢,

Trist explained that the use of the three million

in bribery was impossible, as vouchers would have to :
9 8
! Trist to Bankhead, , 1847; Sen. Doc. 52, 30 Cong., 1 sess,, . Bankpoo: to B
Mr. Thoraton mngtf:fxgm? Sir Edward Thomton, G.C.B for w0 1Ty & (s i glzz"’;‘f‘me:d lfn":gaul 47 0By ene e
years British minister in Washington. B n?], June A » 0. 61; . 0. &
e
02, ong., lsess,, 1‘84 g




