
CHAPTER XLIII 

SCOTT AT PUEBLA 

af te the battle of Cerro Gordo, 
N OT quite three weeks wa: in a state of nervous worry 

and while Scott at Jalapa roblems of transport and 
and excitement over t~e man~ fus attention, he receive~ a 
supply that were pressmg upo xtremely off ensive and which 
letter which he regarded f/ with President Polk' ad­
materially aff ecte~ his re a :~rom a certain icbolas P. 
ministration. This letter w C on the sixth of May. 
Trist, and was date~ at Ve:ain:~ce with Trist, but ~d 
Scott had only a hgh~ ~cderk of the tate Department m 
know that he was the e e 

\V ashington. ose of Trist's journey ~-0 

In order to understand !t [%b.owed from what was m 
Mexico, and the results w ~t is necessary to go back ~me 
fact a very ill-judged letter, l hi h were k.nown at that tune 
months and to relate eve~Js ~he cPresident's cabinct. . 
to only few persons outs1 e 1 47 Buchanan, ata meetmg 

On the twelfth of J~uary, t 'd that he bad just seen 
of tbe President's cabme;, re~o~exico and recently fro~ 
Colonel Atocha, "form~r ~ ~ again undertaken to expoun 
Havana,'' and that Atoe a ~ his desires in favor of peace, 
the views of Santa Anna an ear befare be had come 
\Vhen Atocha had called. nearly any sort; but he seems t-0 
entirely without c~edent1als of .ª ~ew of the demonstrated 
have now thought it necessary, ~en to explain to Buch~aD 
f 11 of the advice he had then gi ' A}monte and ReJ6n. 
t~{ he had letters from Sa~ta ¡!1:; sense credentie!5, b~ 
These letters proved not to ~ence setting out the views o 
were mere f riendly corre ~on ' 
the writers on variou topics.418 
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Atocha refrained from calling upon the President, but he 
announced to Buchanan that he intended to confer with Sen­
ator Benton; and the Pre ident asked Buchanan to get what 
information he could through Ben ton. Two days later Ben­
ton called upon the President and translated sorne letters 
addre ed to Atocha from both Santa Anna and Almonte, 
in which they expressed their desire for an honorable peace. 

"It is manifest," the President noted, "that Atocha possesses their 
conJidence and is in correspondence with them. From these letters 
it is manifest, also, that Atocha's Yisit to Washington is at their in­
stance. His object, no doubt, is to open the way for negotiations, 
aod to ascertain the terms upon which peace would be made. The 
letters which Colonel Benton read to me were in tbe panish Ianguage, 
but he translated them to me into English. As an additional proof 
that Atocha is in the confidence of Santa Anna, he was f ully advised 
oí the visit made to Santa Anna by Alexander Slidell McKenzie at 
Havana last summer." 1 

Atocha's suggestions as to the terms of peace were the Río 
Grande as a boundary, with the space between that and the 
Nueces as neutral territory, and :fifteen or twenty million 
dollars for California. Atocha "seemed to be uninf ormed 
about ew Mexico. He uggested that peace comrnis ion­
ers should meet at Ha vana and in the meantime the block­
ade of Vera Cruz should be raised." 

The President was satisfied, as the result of his conversa­
tion with Benton, tbat Atocha might be made useful; but 
he considered it impolitic for him to see Atocha in person, 
and it was agreed tbat ali further communications should be 
had through Benton and Buchanan. At the next cabinet 
meeting Buchanan reported the re ults of these interviews. 
He said that he regarded the evidence as conclusive that 
11 this person was in the confidence of Gen'l anta Anna 
and Almonte and other principal men now conducting the 
Government of Mexico," and had no doubt that Atocha had 
been sent to Wa hington by them to prepare the way for 
!)ea.ce. Buchanan, moreover, said he had no doubt the Mexi­
can government would make peace on the terms stated by 

1 Polk's Dia"y, II, 325. 
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Atocha; but the President at once remarked that he "would 
not agree to the proposed reservation of a neutral territory 
between the ueces and the Rio Grande, and that we must 
obtain a cession of ew 1exico as well as the Calüornias for 
a consideration." Buchanan said that he had so informed 
Atocha, who had again urged the appointment of peace com-
~ioners and the raising of the blockade of Vera Cruz. 

"To tbis," says the President, "I objected because ,1e.~co might 
not be sincere in tbe matter, and might desire to have our naval forces 
withdrawn from era ruz for a time so as to enable her to import 
arms & munitions of War into Vera Cruz, and alter that was accom­
plished migbt refuse to treat or to agree to such terms as we could 
accept, and tbat if this sbould turn out to be so we would be over­
reached, and Mexico would thereby obtain an important advantage, 
and subject tbe administration to the ridicule of the whole world for 
its credulity and wea.kness. I was unwilling thereiore to raise the 
bloc.kade or to relax our warli.ke movements, either by land or sea, 
until a Treaty was actually concluded and signed. After that ~ 
done, I would be willing to suspend military operations for a ~ 
able time, until it was ascertained whether the Treaty would be rat­
ified by the two Governments. The opinion of the abinet was then 
taken and they were unanimously of opinion that a letter hould be 
addressed by the Secretary of tate to the minister of Foreign affairs 
of Mexico, proposing the appointment of Commissioners on the part 
of both nations to meet at Ha vana to negotiate for peace." 1 

o time was lo t in preparing a communication in this 
sense to the Mexican 1inister of Foreign Relations. It bad 
in fact been drafted by Buchanan before the cabinet meet­
ing; and after being unanimously approved by the Presideni 
and members of the cabinet, it was shown to Benton and 
approved by him. It began by stating that the Presiden\ 
wished to submit a proposition more specific than tbat con­
tained in the communication of July 27, 1846, for the pur­
pose o! terminating the war; that the first wish of bis besll 
was to conclude a peace which would be equally advan~ 
geous to both countries and would bind the two repul,lirl 
together in bonds of friendship that could not be broken; 
and he therefore proposed to send, either to Ha.vana or to 

l fbid., 332, 
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Jalapa, as the M . 421 exican governm t . 
more of our most clistin uish e~ . might prefer "o 
clothed with full pow f ed c1tizens as com~j . ne or 
similar cornmissi ers o conclude a treat f ss1oners, 

oners on the p rt f Y O peace with 
r.an commissioners would b ~ o _Iexico." The Am . 
su.,,end ho tiliti and rais e ~v~n discretionazy powe/n-
a/t,r meeting the Mexican ::XIStmg blockades immediater 

Benton, of course f elt ~1oners.1 Y 
who ought to be em' convmced that he was th 
while at the same t!:w;~ to undertake the nego~J:.rson 
ealled on the Pr id e ould command the 10ns, 
twenty-third of Jan:nt at_ten o'clock on aturda ":Y· He 
Ohio, and the p . ary, m company with e y ¡ght, the 
out.1' The clisresident noted that "the h nator All~, of 
th . . y cussed Taylor and y ad been dining 

e op1mon tha.t neither of th cott, and concurred . 
mand of the army and that : º!cers were fit for the co~~ 

"Th . y ught to be superseded 
eJ were both stron & . 

among other thlngs said \ veh~m_ent on the subject C I 
anny as Lieut G ' was willing to tak h · 0 

· Benton 
to appoint such aeneraJ, but the Senate had r:• t ~ command o( the 
I_111ll go as a Maj~ ~:~r; but ~ow, ir! seei;twhatt~eJ!roposition 
vided I can have th ora Lieut. Col., or in a • ve to-day 
command I will closee :~and oí the army, & ~) I other rank, pro-

e ,ar before July "1 can have such 

· ~d ª few da.ys later Bent-On . ':: !t ~e oaght not only to~~e t¡h the President in-

rith pleruJ/'n/~XIco, ~ut also that he sho':ii~~~~ command 
pe¡ce " a p omatic powers to I e mvested ni,; e . conc ude a Treaty of 

tion a~met, however as 
.,_ ~::ected to in".~ting "::t: ~: ••~ject w~ men­
Jlcity T]¡ W alker ob¡ected to em lo . h di~lo~t,c pow­
Üleir • e other members of thf JI?g him m this ca­
Walke~~ & their acquiescenc cabmet appeared from 
Jirellled I~ h~ views." And the pe ~ concur with Mr. 

his WI h that ü 1tfe . resident thereupon ex-
1 Buehanan , n neo 3t:,areed to . . 

ll<Aing 1 to ~Iinister of Fo • R . negobate, Bu-
•~~ n:~:• 36. re1gn ela.tiona, Jan. 18, 1847· ~-u, li, 352. ' en. Doc. l, 

1 !bid., 412. 
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chanan should go as commissioner on the pa1t of the United 

tates.1 

The President had also, in confidence, expressed bis views 
freely to various members of the enate, and among others 
to Crittenden, of Kentucky, who "though diff ering with me 
in politic is an honorable gentler:ian." Critten~en, acc?rd­
ing to the President, expre ed his concurrence m t~e ,1ews 
of the administration respecting the propo ed outlmes of a 
treaty of peace, and was specially pleased with the Presi• 
dent s intention not to insist upon taking from 1exico a 
larger amount of territory than that embraced in rew 

Mexico and California. 

"I told him," said the President, "I deprecated the agitation of 
the slavery question in ongress, and th.ough a So~th-Westei:n man & 
from a slave-holding tate as well as h1mself, I d1d not des.ire to ac­
quire more Southern Territory than_that whi:11 I had indica~,_because 
I did not desire by doing so to g1ve occas1on for the agitat1on of a 
question which might sever and endanger the Union itself .. I told 
him the question oí sla.very would probably never be a. practical one 
jf we acquired ew Mexico & California, because t~ere would .be ~ut 
a narrow ribbon of territory South of the Missour1 compromJSe line 
of 36º 30', and in it slavery would probably never exist. He expresstd 
himself highly gratified at these views." 2 

So matters rested for two months, while the President 
and his ecretary of tate awaited the receipt of a reply 
from the iexican government to the overtures of peaee. 

Atocha, bearing Buchanan's note of January 18, r~~ 
the city of Mexico on February 13, and the ~ommuruca.tlon 
was at once laid before Congress together "1th a state.~ent 
by Atocha of what he understood the American conditions 
of peace would be. These, he said, were a bound?-11' from 
the mouth of the Río Grande due west to the Pacific al~ng 
the parallel of 26º north latitude, for whic~ the Uru~ 

tates would pay fifteen million ?ollars.3 It is not ~~: 
ing that 1exico hould at that tune have been unwill.ing 
treat upon auy such basis. 

1 JIM., 410. 1 fbid., 0~~ MS8 
a Bankhead to Palmerston, larch 2, 1 17¡ Briti.sh Foreign 'JJ""" ' 
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_By March 20, 1 47, Atocha :Wª back again in Washington 
wi~h. a reply fro~ Monas!er10, who was again acting as 
MIIllSter of Fore1gn ~elat10ns1 written on the .first day of 
the battle of Buena VISta. It was conceived in terms much 
better calculated . to gratify the Mexican newspapers than 
~ put_an end _to t~e war. After unflattering remarks on the 
ultenor des1gns and the "aggre ions" of the United 
ta~, the n?,te sta~ed that the Vice-President ( Gómez 

Fanas) would lend hunself to the adjustment which is indi­
cated to him,'' but only on the understandinO' that he would 
never agree ~o give up the independence and the integrity 
of the republic; and that "the raising of the blockade of our 
ports ~nd the ~ompl~te evacuation of the territory of the 
republic ?Y. the mvad~n? forces shall be previously accepted 
~ a prelimmary cond1tlon." 1 

The refusal of the l\1exican government evento hear wbat 
proposals the U nited tates government had to make­
for such was, of course, th~ eff ect_ of the conditions they im­
posed-came as a great disappomtment to President Polk 
and his cabinet; but in a few days the detailed reports of 
Taylor's victory at Buena Vista arrived, and the first news 
of th~ s_urrender of Vera Cruz; and again the subject of 
nego~1ations for peace was considered by the cabinet. The 
President thus records the discussion which took place on 

turday, the tenth of April. 

"I h_ad several t!m~s mentioned to Mr. Buchanan the importan¿e 
of havmg a comm1ss1oner vested with Plenipotentiary powers who 
~d attend the head-quarters of the army rcady to take adva'ntage 
of Cll'Cllmst_anc as they might arise to negotiate for peace. I stated 
: the Cabm~t to-day that such was my opinion, and that I thougbt 

th~ mor~ 1mpor1-.3;nt since_ the news of the recent victories, and 
rally smce the mformauon received this morning of the fall of 
"": Cruz & the Castle of San juan D' lloa. All the members of the 

Cab~et ~resent co~curred in this opinion. The embarrassment in 
~ng _it. out cons1sted in the selection of a suitable commis ioner 

1 
COIDIDl.ss10ners who wo~d be _satisf actory to the country. This was 

rf::'t d~culty. ?uch 1s the Jealousy of the different factions of the 
ocrattc pa.rty lil reference t-0 the next Presidential Election to-

1 Monasterio lo Buchana.n, Fcb. 22, 1847¡ Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 37. 



424 THE ITED STATES AND MEXICO 

wards each other that it is impossible to appoint any prominent man 
or men without giving extensive dissatisf action to otbers, and thus 
jeopardizing tbe ratification of any Treaty they might make. In 
this also the Cabinet were agreed. I stated that I pref erred that the 
Secretary of State should be the sole commissioner to negotiate the 
Treaty, & that I would bave no besitation in deputing bim on that 
special service if tbe Me.stlcan authorities bad agreed to appoint 
commissioners on their part, but as they had refused to do this he 
could not attend the bead-quarters of the army for an indefinite 
period of time and with no assurance wbether the Mexican authoritit.'I 
would agree to negotiate. Mr. Buchanan expressed bis entire con­
currence in tbis view. He said he would be willing to go in person 
if tbere was aoy assurance that negotiations would be speedilY opened, 
but under existing circumStances & witb our present information he 
could not, of course, think of going. Mr. Buchanan then suggested 
tbat Mr. . P. Trist, the chief clerk of the. Department of State, 
might be deputed secretly with Plenipotentiary powers to the head­
quarters of the army, and that it might be made known that such a 
person was with the arroy ready to negotia.te. Mr. Trist, he said, 
was an a.ble man, perfectly familiar with the Spa.nish character and 
language, & might go with special and well defined instructions. The 
suggestions struck me favourably. After much conversation on the 
subject it was una.nimously a.greed by the Cabinet that it would be 
proper to send Mr. Trist, and that he sbould take with him a. Treaty 
drawn up by the Secreta.ry of State & approved by the Cabinet, which 
he sbould be authorized to tender to the Mexican Government, and 
to conclude with them ü they would accept it; but that if they would 
not accept it, but would agree to appoint commissioners to negotiate, 
that Mr. Trist should in that event report the fact to bis Government, 
when Mr. Buchanan could go out as the commissioner. This being 
agreed upon by the members of the Cabinet present, & it being desir· 
a.ble, as it was a. very important matter, that every member of the 
Cabinet should be consulted, I sent for the ecretary of the TreasurY, 
who had retired. He carne, & I laid the whole matter {ully before 
him. He f ully concurred in opinion with the other members of the 

Cabinet." 1 

The matter having thus been agreed upan, Trist was sent 
for to the White House, and the President and Buchan&D 
having explained the matter f ully to him, Trist consented. to 
go, the President, with his habitual secretiveness, be~ 
most insistent that extreme care should be taken to av01d 

publicity. 
1 Polk'e DianJ, II, 465-467, 
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. IIlle was not quit f . 

~tive of Virginia and a nei e orty-seven years old a 
Víhose ~anddaughter he h~bor an_d protégé of Jeffers~n 
Wes~ Pomt, but had resi ned marned. He had entered 
studied law. He subsequ~ tl before graduation and had 
government as a clerk in thn Ty entered the service of th 
vate sec t e reasury f e . re ary to President Jacks , was or a time pri-
cons~ m Havana, where he ain on, ~nd was subsequently 
Spanish character and 1 g ed his knowledge of "th 

din anuuage" Hi e 
roun gs! and experience ce~tainl . s education, sur-
anee of his possessing those . ~ appeared to give assur­
g~ sense which were esse t9alualit1es of _good breeding and 
the lillport t d . n 1 to carrymg t B an uty rntrusted t hi ou successfu!ly 
. y Tuesday, the thirteenth or° I?· 
1t Buchanan's proJ·et of t April, the cabinet had b f th · d . a reaty whi h Tr' e ore 
. otnze . to Sign_. In substance it f cll JSt was to be au­
lDS ruct10ns given to Slidell ei h o owed the lines of tbe 
bo~dary was to be the Rio G g teen mo~ths before. The 
pom~ ~~ere it intersect.s th raSnde from its mouth "to the 
Mexico and was t e outhern boundary f 
f X o convey to th U . o ew 

; .• ew Mexico and Upper and L e mted_ States the whole 
100, the nght of pass e o~er California. In addi 

~ehuantepec, similar: t:d tran~t across the Isthmus of 
mgned treaty with t contamed in the then 
across th I ew Granada relaf newly 

. e sthmus of Panam ive to the transit 
~ruted_ States. There was m a, w~ to ?e granted to the 
~deration_ which the United s:~ di~llBS!on .., to the con­¿:.. ""8.Slo~. The a.ssumption : th;uld. off er to pay for 
but B agamst Mexico wa.s at onc clauns of American 
fil uchanan wished to limit th e agree~ to by al] present 
. teen ~lions of dollars. The Pre _add1honal payments t¿ 
lllg to give thirty milli es1dent, however was will 
Treaty". and final! . ons rather than "fail t, ak -
vat.e} . ' y it was agreed th t T . o m e a 
. y mstructed that he . h a nst should be p . ~~ a r:duction to twentyrm!il;igo a., high ""thirty millio;.­

vAUiorma a d h ons as a m . . , 
t-,.,. n t e transit acro axunum if Lower 
""~ could not be obtained.1 ss the Isthmus of Tehuan-

1 lbúl., 471-475. 
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Polk thus finally committed bis cabinet to the principle of 
accepting a line running west from El Paso to the head of 
the Gulf of California, a matter which orne months before 
had caused considerable discu · on in the cabinet. W alker ' 
of 1,ÜSffiSffippi, in particular had 'insisted that we should, 
if practicable, acquire by Treaty a1l the country .1. T orth of a 
line drawn from the mouth of the Rio Grande in Latitude 
about 26° West to the Pacific. That proposal had been 
vigorously resisted by Buchanan, upon the ground e.spe­
cially that the country south of the El Paso line -would be 
inevitably slave-holding territory; but the President at first 
had been rather inclined to ide with Wa1ker. Further re­
fiection, and especially the course of the debates in Con­
gress, had convinced the President of the unwisdom of 
Walker's views, wbich doubtless were prompted in great 
measure by his desire for expansion into what he supposed 
to be a cotton and sugar-growing region.1 

The general principles having thus been settled, a special 
meeting of the cabinet was held on Thursday, A.pril 15, at 
wbich the proposed treaty, the full power for Trist, and all 
the other necessaty papers were submitted and approved.1 

The ecretaries of War and the ~avy also read draft of 
orders which they had respectivel) prepared to cott and 
Perry, informing them of Tri t s misffion and requiring them 
to aff ord bim all the facilities in their power in aecomplishing 
its object. They were, in effect, further instructed to 
pend hostilities if a treaty should be concluded and ratmol 
by Mexico; but the language used was unf ortunately vague. 

On the next day Trist set forth upan bis mis.5ion, wbich 
Polk believed had been kept a profound secret, known only to 
the members of the cabinet.3 Within a week, however, the 

1 [bid., 1, 495-497. Th.e additional territory which Wa.lker wished to acquire 
would have formed an immense triangle oí nearly two hundred thousand sqOllt 
miles, embre.cing tbe sta.tes of Chihuahua and Sonora, the greater part oí Coa-
buila, and small parts of four other ~le:cican ta.tes. 

1 
Bucbarum to Trist, ..\.pril 15, 184:7; Sen. Doc. 52, 30 Cong., 1 SES!·, Slvn, 

And see also the fonn of Trist's letter of credence in ~Ioore's B~• 

271-276. ª Trist went under an assumed ns.me in :New Orleans, whence he saíled f« 
Vera Cruz- See bis letter to Buchs,na.D wri tten from 1 • ew Orlesns oo April 7.5. 
184:7, in Sen. Doc. 52, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 150. 
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letters in the ~ew Y disturbed by the ubr . 
dosing "with york H erald and th PB icat10n of two 

remarkabl e oston p t • 
facts as to Trist's l e accuracy and part· uI _os, d1 • emp oyment. ic anty" the 

"I have not bee dian " . n more vexed . ·, smce I ha.ve bee or excited " 
.. ~ of Mr. Trist's .0 _President than a¡ t~ys tbe President's 
mamly on keeping it a llllSSion I knew in the be . ~urrence. The 
~ng men in the coun~ret from _that portion of:,nmg must depend 
lf!th lfexico, have bee . Y. who, smce the com he Federal press & 

n givmg' 'd & mencement t th 
rourse. · · • I do not d ª1 ' comf ort' to th O e war 
aged from making ou?t tbat Mexico has ~ ~ e~emy by their 
..-ill come into po,:ace, in the hope that th . ; _& will be discour. 
~ _been the effect :; at the ne~t Presiden~r n~ds in the . . 
,\at_umal lnúlligencer &theth unpatr1otic & anti•Amel~tion. That thi 
agamst th . o er federal encan course l 
ÍI th , ,'~ own Gove,nment & pape,,, all know. Th . o . the 

e .ue.tican pa country are transl etr articles 
my great desire to r:; ~t w~ _my knowledge 0:~ & re--p~blished 

e IlllSSlon of i\fr T: . 18 that mduced 
H 

· nst a. seer t." 
owever 1·t e i 

' was too late to newspaper discl do anythin 
rera Cruz on 'fosures6' and Trist, as we hag t-0 counteract the 
¡A .t ay and ve seen h 
w at the beginnin f . wrote to cott th 1 , reac ed 

from th W g o this chapter me l e etter referred 
.1-_.1 e ar Departm ' re Y enclosin th 
"'allOO by the tat ent of April 14 an g e or­
lÍ Foreign Rclaf e Department to th f _d a letl:er as-
not in anv ions, to be forwarded b e exican Min.ister 

Th • way explainin th y a flag of t 
iL e orders from the nr g De real objects of his m¡::.e, but 
1111: succes.s f n ar epartm • ~ion 
d U., war ~h~ mili_tary operatio:t s~orm~ cott that 
might be read e to Justify the e m~ t e beginning 
a -·'t y to treat for T\P!H• xpec.d tation that Mexi· 
·~ so d · bl r""'""e, an th t . co 

T. oí th esira e, the President hada, with the view to 
' e tate D co · · oí the arm epartment, to proceed t lil.IDI.s.Sloned A!r. 

~!,,in re din y or navy, as might be o the head-quar-
,,.,,.,.,.~ IJll eshtto receive any propo:st ;;thvenient, so as 
• g see fit to mak:e. w c the Mexican 

Mr. Tri t" llltic s, the orders . 
Jl(nrers as will a ~n tinued, "is cloth . uthonze him t . ed with such di 1 o ent~r mto p 0-

1 Polk'a l>iar¡¡ n arrangements with 
J '483,484. 
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428 . f hostilities. Should 
[exico for the suspens1on º. ency has occum.d, 

the government ~: you in writing, that ~he ~=~hat furtber active 
he make known f hi~h the Presiden~ is w1 d uch notice as a• 
. equence o w will regar s Mr 
m cons . sbould cease, you il further orders. , • · · 
":1ilitary opera;:~ent to suspend them unt ecretary of foreign affain 
t1on from the h r bearer of a despatch to the s addressed to the Secre­
Trist is also t e t of Mexico, in reply to ~e tch to the commander 
of the goverren You will transmit thatht ~~~y be laid before bis 
tary of State ere. 'th the request a i • th t Mr. Trist, an 
f the Mexican forces, Wl • ..iving information. a nk t 'ts chieí 

o t the sarne tiroe c· ff . next m ra o 1 ' 
govemment, a departrnent of foreign atharrs, adron, as the case may 
officer from our ters or on board e squ 
is at your head~uar 

be.'' i • • ture at once took fue at 
d susp1c1ous na • f l k of the S tt's jealous an . that the chie e er 

Ma:y's order and at t:o~::~d the p;oper person i::i 1!'. 
State Department wa:3 t' ns with Mexico. Scott him the 
up diplomatic neg= i~he President had said to S~ 

ted from somet g distinguished a man ~ . h 
pee , mber that so head quarters, wit 
pWre~g·houst migt~e be s~nt out,~º r~dsideco~~ ''half at libertyHist~ 

n • me sai , . ,, 1 · te "leavmg , e missioner. an assoc1a .' lf be the other oro . thus dL.., 
believe, I_n_ugh~, mys; diploroatic successes bem~-without 
fond ant1c1pations_ o 'de deeply affected, co wbat 

. d d his pn all were or 
ap~~mteto ~ out what Trist's pow~rshr~e ~as a~tho~ 

:~e'.\e the conti~genj ~tt~i:es~instantly ;t•: 
to direct a suspen::g regret that the cororo~ to :ring up 
from Jalapa, 1~d have wa teda deta~hrotn ency in for­
at Vera Cruz o . . to have any drrec ag atetothe 
the despatches, declUU:\ from the Secretary º\St SecreW'Y 
warding a sealed d~a ~nd cororoenting upan t e 
Mexican governroen ' min terms. 
of W ar in very un beco g t degrade me, by: 

th Secretary of War proposes s:all refer to you, 
,, I see tbat e mander of tbis arroy, 941). ~ 

quiring tbat I, the com . H R Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 S::~ b!~ 
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chie! clerk of the Department of State, the question o( continuing or 
discontinuing hostilities. I beg to say to him and to you, that here, 
in the heart of a hostile country, . . . tbis army must take mili'tary 
security for its own safety." 1 

cott was also foolish enough to send to the Secretary of 
War a copy of this reply. 
If Trist had had the commonplace wisdom to refrain from 

a written rejoinder, matters could probably have been ad­
justed without further misunderstanding; but his folly was 
no less than that of the commanding general. He reached 
Jalapa on the fourteenth of .May, and nearly a week later 
he prepared and sent to Scott ( on whom he had not called) 
a long argurnent, in which he set forth in abusive and exas­
perating language the impropriety of Scott's refusal to obey 
the orders of the War Department, and explained-for the 
first titne-that the onJy contingcncy upon which he was 
authorized to direct a suspension of hostilities was the rati­
fication by the Mexican government of a defi.nite treaty of 
peace between the two countries. In a second letter, de­
livered at the same time, he reiterated his demand that cott 
should forward Buchanan's sealed note to the ,fexican Min­
ister of Foreign Relations.2 

Trist's two letters were delivered to Scott on the morning 
o( May 21, as be was about starting for Puebla. cott had 
not yet had any conversation with Trist and <lid not open 
the.se two letters at that time¡ and, in fact, it <loes not appear 
whether he ever read them at ali himself. From Puebla, 
more than a week later, he wrote an extraordina1y letter to 
T~, saying that he had not allowed the seal of the package 
to be broken until the evening of the twenty-second (the 
day after he received it), which he took careto have done in 
the presence of many staff offi.cers. One of them at his direc­
tion then read the letters and reported to him the general 
character of the papers. 

1Seott to Trist, May 7, 1847¡ H. R. Doo. {i(), 30 Cong., 1 scss., 814-816. 
~1'.rist to cott, May 9 and 20, 1847¡ ibid., 818, 816. The letter from Bu­
~ to the Minister of Foreign Relations, which Scott declinad to forward, 
:,tirmted in Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 38, and in Moore's Buchanan, VII, oUl-270. 


