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by that time General Patterson had come up with the vols
unteer division, and by virtue of his rank as major-general
took command of the whole force and issued an order sus-
pending further operations until the arrival of General
Scott.!

About noon on April 14 Scott arrived at Plan del Rio, and
extensive reconnoissances were at once begun by two very
competent young officers, Lieutenant P. T. Beauregard and
Captain Robert E. Lee. The detailed examination of the
ground by the engineers revealed the almost impregnable
nature of Santa Anna’s position near the river; but it was
also Lee’s opinion- that by leaving the high-road near the
point where it turned southwesterly a path could be made
for some distance along a ravine parallel to the river, which
would completely turn the left of Santa Anna’s position.

Scott resolved, therefore, “to turn the enemy’s left and
attack in rear, while menacing or engaging his front”; and
in accordance with this decision general orders were issued
at Plan del Rio on Saturday, April 17, announcing that the
enemy’s whole line of intrenchments and batteries would be
attacked in front, and at the same time turned, early on the
following day. Twiggs’s division, reinforced by two vok
unteer regiments under General Shields, was directed to move
forward before daylight from the position it then occupied,
and take up a position across the national road in the enemy'’s
rear, 50 as to cut off a retreat toward Jalapa. Worth's di
vision of regulars was to start at sunrise on Sunday morning
to follow Twiggs’s movement against the enemy’s left. FPik-
low’s brigade was to be ready— ’

“as soon as he hears the report of arms on our right, or sooner, if &P ‘
cumstances should favor him, to pierce the enemy’s line of batteris

at such point—the nearer to the river the better—as he may salﬂ?ru
Once in the rear of that line, he will turn to the right or left, or both,

and attack the batteries in reverse, or, if abandoned, he will Pm% :

enemy with vigor until further orders.”

! Patterson was ill at the time, and a few days after this was oblilﬂdf_, e

turn home on leave. He reached Washington by the eleventh of June,
gave the President much interesting news from the army.—(Polk’s Diary, »:
56 ef seq.). Patterson saw no further fighting.
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by going forward to take deliberate aim; so that all their balls went
whistling over our heads, doing us no damage whatever. In the
meantime on we went, shouting and hurrahing as if we were going to.
some delightful entertainment, every one in a state of the highest ex
citement, and nearly out of breath with hurrahing and running u'p
the steep hill, but at the same time disdaining to think of stopping to
recover it.” !

. As the American troops reached the summit the small
body of Mexicans on the top fled down the other side pur-
sued by their assailants, who were exposed, as they reached
the valley between the Atalaya and Cerro Gordo hills, toa
severe fire from the latter position, and suffered some loss;
but two mountain howitzers and part of a rocket battery also
reached the Atalaya summit and helped to hold it againsta
threatened Mexican return. The American advance at this
time, therefore, was checked, and the troops in the wvalley
sheltered themselves behind rocks and trees as best they
might until darkness fell, when they returned to the summif
and rejoined the main body of the division, which biy-
ouacked on the ground they had first occupied.

During the night one twenty-four-pounder gun and two
twenty-four-pounder howitzers, with infinite labor, were
dragged up by hand from the rear, under the direction of
Captain Lee, and placed in position on the summit of the
Atalaya hill. Twiggs was also joined during the night by
three volunteer regiments under Shields—two Illinois and
one New York—Scott’s orders having been varied by senad=
ing three regiments instead of two. And on the same night,
“with extreme toil and difficulty,” as Scott reported, an
eight-inch howitzer was put in position on the southerly side
of the river, opposite to the Mexican right and a little over
half a mile distant from their works. 1l

Early on the morning of Sunday, April 18, the severat
columns of Scott’s army moved to the general attack in
cordance with his orders of the evening before. Twiggs
dawn found that the body of troops in front of him
being strongly reinforced, and his men were at once ora © enemy’s left, why,

wen,from the hill,

! Autobiography of an English Soldier, 180. i € Was over’
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Among those who fled from this part of the field were Gen-
eral Canalizo and all his cavalry, Almonte, and Santa Anng
himself. As the latter related, the capture of Cerro Gordo
hill and the artillery fire from its summit threw his men into
such confusion that the infantry fled headlong down the
steep paths that led to the bottom of the cafion, and he
would himself have been made prisoner had he not instantly
followed them. As the Americans by this time were ad-

vancing toward these paths he took the nearest of them,

which he descended with difficulty (on muleback, it seems),
crossed the river, and rode up a similar path on the south
side. At a clearing he managed to collect a small number
of the fugitives and pushed on for El Encero, where he had
expected to find Canalizo and the cavalry; but Canalizo had
continued five leagues beyond E1Encero, and Santa Anna was
compelled to continue his flight to the town of Orizaba, more
than thirty miles southwesterly from the field of battle.
Before the Mexicans on the left of Santa Anna’s line broke
and fled, as just related, a vigorous contest had been hegun
on his extreme right, and the sound of the battle from
that quarter doubtless hastened the steps of the fugitives.
Pillow’s brigade of volunteers, composed of two Tennessee
and two Pennsylvania regiments, had been ordered to ad-
vance when he heard Twiggs’s guns and to “pierce the ene-
my’s line of batteries”; but before he had been able even o
take up a position in front of the Mexican works the sound

of Twiggs’s attack on Cerro Gordo was heard. The lineof
advance was indicated by Lieutenants Zealous B. Tower
and George B. McClellan, of the corps of engineers, and#& J

volunteers advanced with energy and enthusiasm. As they

approached the batteries they encountered many serious
obstacles, such as dense chaparral thickets and brush e

tanglements, and sustained so heavy a loss—CGeneral Pillow

himself being badly wounded—that the brigade halted, 6

back a short distance, and did not succeed in accomp.
anything.

When Twiggs gained the high-road, and the main W ¥

the Mexicans took flight, it was therefore impossibl
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Santa Anna’s cavalry were of no use in the battle; and
though they might have protected the retreat of the left
wing when it was driven back by Twiggs’s division, they
were foremost in the flight.

Santa Anna’s choice of the pass of Cerro Gordo as the spot
at which to await attack by Scott’s army was much eriti-
cised at the time by Mexican officers; and indeed he seems
to have had no settled opinion of his own upon a matter
eoncerning which he should have been the highest authority,
as the scene of the battle lay about half-way between his two
principal haciendas of Manga de Clavo and El Encero. His
first idea had been to make a stand at the National Bridge,
about fifteen miles east of Plan del Rio, and the pass of La
Joya had also been considered; but apart from any other
objection, the latter point was seven or eight miles west of
Jalapa, and its defence would have necessitated giving up
the town to the Americans without a blow.

Colonel Robles, who was Santa Anna’s chief engineer, ex-
pressed himself as strongly of opinion that Cerro Gordo was
10t the best place to make resistance. Some slight intrench-
ments along the road he thought might serve to delay the
American army, but he was in favor of fortifying and strongly
holding the position of Corral Falso, about six miles in the
rear of the rancherfa of Cerro Gordo. His objections to
Cerro Gordo were briefly: The difficulty of getting water,
awing to the fact that the river near Cerro Gordo ran through
acaiion five or six hundred feet deep; the great length of the
line it was necessary to hold and the difficulty of reinforcing
any threatened point; the impossibility of making use of the

. avalry, in which the Mexican army was superior in num-

bers; the broken and woody character of the surrounding
land, which facilitated the enemy’s advance up to within a

| @y‘short distance of the defenders; the possibility of the
- Position being turned; and finally, the impossibility, in case
O disaster, of saving the artillery and effecting an orderly

i

 Moreover, Robles insisted that if the position of Cerro

v _GWO'WS.S to be held at all it was necessary to fortify

- and Wilcox, 276~
183,]{09. Bércena, 196.
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the Atalaya hill. Upon all these points he was overruled by ; f‘* g .
Santa Anna himself, who, as we have seen, visited the gromd ¢ R
in person. So far as fortifying Atalaya hill was concerned ¥ o
he and his staff decided that it was useless; first, becauseit  §
was commanded by the hill of Cerro Gordo, and, second,
because it was surrounded on the north and east by gullies
and woods which, according to Santa Anna’s own expression,
not even a rabbit could get through. But Twiggs's division  *§
ot through, and their capture of the Atalaya hill on the §  pov
iftemoongof the seventeenth enabled them Zarly the next | 3?‘"09 at what they 4] regarded g %
morning to pierce the centre and turn the left of the MQ; § . Twould not oy march to ¢he "
ican line.! S & aabinet discussion, "butﬂIJ ;
Scott found subject for congratulation in the assertion that 1t Was, and capgyre
his orders for a battle had been exactly carried out. There- |  the techni e arn o]
sult had indeed been what he had foreseen, but in detallthe  §f i of found in booky, ps, "
battle was fought on somewhat different lines. It wasevie Ind : Anna & b ld go h',ght & mrzq“"ed,a long
dently his intention that Twiggs’s division should not under- Eed ime, S Whole army qoy1q be ;;zfldly’ ;
take any active fighting until they struck the high-road west e
of the Cerro Gordo hill on Sunday morning, where they were
expected to take the Mexican force in the rear; buf this
expectation must have been based upon imperfect knowledge
of the topography, which practically necessitated the taking
of Atalaya and the adjacent hills on Saturday, so asto
enable Twiggs's division to pass north and west of themto
the high-road. It is also probable that Scott never intended
so vigorous an attack upon the Mexican right as Pil
actually attempted. Pillow was ordered not to assaulf
Mexican batteries until he heard Twiggs's guns, and
clearly Scott’s expectation that these guns would not be
heard until Twiggs was established in the rear of the Mex= cal de » quartermagtep’ ?
can army, and that then no very vigorous defence of | ispensah]e wgfe’tfents. Those whicp, gil:)i,tco
batteries was to be anticipated. As it turned out, Tw medicr . Tegarded ag
guns were heard long before the head of his column !
reached the high-road, and when it was attacking not
rear but the centre of the Mexican position, and unds
circumstances Pillow’s assault was doomed to failure. =
Scott’s victory at Cerro Gordo had opened the road ot -
! Ibid., 197-198. R
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a force equal to any probable opposition. It may now depend on the
number of old volunteers who may re-engage, and a number of new
troops that may arrive from the Brazos in time, as also, in some de-
gree, upon the advance of Major General Taylor, whether I shall find
this army in strength to leave the garrisons and to occupy the capital.”?

Some ten days later Scott felt strong enough to push for-
ward his advance to Puebla, and orders were accordingly
issued to Worth, who was halted at Perote, to advance as
soon as he was joined by General Quitman with three regi-
ments of volunteers “and a train with some general supplies
for the army.” One regiment of volunteers, with a detach-
ment of artillerists sufficient to serve the batteries of the
castle, were to be left as a garrison; and Worth, with his own
division and the two remaining regiments of Quitman’s bri-
gade, was to take and hold Puebla, but was not to advance
beyond it. Scott then hoped to reach Puebla himself with
Twiggs's division in the course of about two weeks later,
depending on the arrival of trains from Vera Cruz.?

- If was the expectation of the War Department at this time
that by the end of June Scott’s force would number twenty
thousand, even after allowing for the discharge of the twelve
months’ men. In all 8,113 volunteers had been raised under
the call of November, 1846, and it was expected that 5,360
more would be raised under a call issued April 19, 1847, of

~ which Scott, of course, had no notice when he wrote from

Jalapa. There were, besides, the ten additional “new regu-
lar” regiments which were to be enlisted for the war, number-
ing 8,512 rank and file.* But the calculations of the depart-

-~ tén failed to take into account the great amount of sickness
o ithearmy. Early in June there were about three thousand

W0 hundred men in Scott’s various hospitals, which left him

' With certainly less than ten thousand effective men in all.

Anthis instance, as generally throughout the war, the gener-

) %ﬁl the field and the officials of the War Department

* "Beottfo Marey, April 28, 1847; 1. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong, 1 sess., 944.
Y gsmto Worth, May 6, 1847; ibid., 957.
: 53&%@«,”353”“’ April 30, 1847; bid., 922-928. Same to same, May 20,




