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by that time General Patterson had come up with the vol, 
unteer division, and by virtue of bis rank as major-general 
took command of the whole force and issued an order sus­
pending further operations until the arrival of General 

Scott.1 

About noon on April 14 Scott arrived at Plan del Rio, and 
extensive reconnoissances were at once begun by two very 
competent young officers, Lieutenant P. T. Beauregard and 
Captain Robert E. Lee. The detailed examination of the 
ground by the engineers revealed the almost impregnable 
nature of Santa Anna's position near the river; but it WM 

also Lee's opinion that by leaving the high-road near the 
point where it turned southwesterly a path could be made 
for sorne distance along a ravine parallel to the river, which 
would completely turn the left of Santa Anna' position. 

Scott resolved, therefore, "to turn the enemy's left and 
attack in rear, while menacing or engaging bis front"; and 
in accordance with this decision general orders were ~ed 
at Plan del Rio on Saturday, April 17, announcing that the 
enemy's whole line of intrenchments and batteries would be 
attacked in front, and at the same time turned, early on the 
following day. Twiggs's divi ion, reinf orced by two vol­
unteer regiments under General hields, was directed to move 
forward before daylight from the po ition it then occupied, 
and take up a position acro the national road in the enemy's 
rear, so as to cut off a retreat toward Jalapa. Worth's di­
vision of regulara was to start at sunrise on unday morning, 
to follow Twiggs's movement against the enemy's left. Pil-
low's brigade was to be ready-

" as soon as he hears the report of arms on our right, or sooner, if cir­
cumstances should favor him, to pierce the enemy's line of batteries 
at such point-the nearer to the river the better-as he may select 
Once in the rear of that line, he will turn to the right or lef t, or both, 
and attack the batteries in reverse, or, if abandoned, he will pursue the 
enemy with vigor until further orders." 

1 Patterson was ill at the time, and a few days after this was obiiged to re­
tu.rn home on leave. He reached Washington by the elevenlh oí June, and 
gave the President much interesting news from the army .-(Polk's DiatV, IIL 
56 et seq.) . Patterson saw no furlher fighting. 

401 

One field-battery and all th 
reserve on the national road e ~avalry were to be held in 
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oí the enemy's batteries. , a little out of view and range 

"Th ' e enemy s batteries bein . 
and cor~s will pursue with j :rried ~r aband?ned, all our divisions 
many IDJles, until stopped by i kn Th1s purs~t may be continued 
Jalapa. Consequently, the bod ar ess or fort1fi~ positions, toward 
encampment; but will be foll y/f the army will not return to this 
next morning by the baggage ~;~ tof ~~rrow afternoon or early the 

0 e severa! corps." 1 

Twiggs's division, which S t . . 
referred to as being "al d co t, lil his orders of April 17 
distance toward the en:: { f~va~ced within easy turnin~ 
the camp at Plan del R' y eht, had marched out from 
1 . io on t e mo . f 
owmg the rough track whi h Le rrung o that day, fol-
traced, "over chasms " as G e al e and Beauregard had 
later years- ' ener Grant remembered in his 

"wh th . ere e walls were so stee th 
Animals could not Th p . at men could barely cl1'mb the 
• 1 • • • • e engm h m mg, ed the way and the troo s folltrs, w o ~ad directed the open~ 
st.eep slopes by hand, the meJ en a wed. Ar~llery was let clown the 
rear axle and letting the guns do!nged ~ttaching a strong rope to the 
at the ropes kept th . , a p1ece at a time whil th t e1r ground at the to . ' e e men 
a ew at the front directed the p, payin~ out gradually, while 
the guns were drawn by hand upco;hrse of t~e p1ece. In like manner 

e oppos1te slopes." 2 

Proceeding veiy slowl · . 
as skirmishers, the col~ with t~e rifle regiment in advance 
the chaparral until about tw~~ttusl~ felt its way through ::r arrived at the bottom of t~:f 1: the afternoon, when 
. ere fired upon by sorne M . aya hill. They were 

rifles, with the first artille ex1c~n kú~mi hers, and the 
once ordered to charge the ryhill(servid ng as. mfantry), were at 

an take 1t 

rl "Thbee b~lls carne whistling in no v . 
t artillerymen " ery pleasant manner" wr t oursel , as we made our , h , o e one 

Clbs a:es~c~ionally by the branches ~;~hup bt ~ steep hill, helping 
s ots, and besides they wer f e_du es; but the Mexi-

1 General e a r1u to expose th l 
10 orders No 111 A il 17 emse ves 

rant, Memoirs, 1: 132'. pr ' 1847; Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 1 ~-, 259 
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by going forward to take deliberate aim; so that ali tbeir halls went 
whistling over our heads, doing us no damage wbatever. In the 
meantime on we went, shouting and hurrabing as if we were going to 
sorne delightful entertainment, every one in a state of the highest ex­
citement, and nearly out of breath with hurrahing and running up 
the steep billj but at the same time disdaining to tbink of stopping to 

reco ver i t." 1 

. As the American troops reached the summit the small 
body of Mexicans on the top fled down the other side pur­
sued by their assailants, who were exposed, as they reached 
the valley between the Atalaya and Cerro Gordo hills, to a 
severe fue from the latter position, and suffered sorne loss; 
but two mountain howitzers and part of a rocket battery also 
reached the Atalaya summit and helped to hold it against a 
threatened Mexican return. The American advance at this 
time, therefore, was checked, and the troops in the valley 
sheltered themselves behind rocks and trees as best they 
might until darkness fell, when they returned to the summit 
and rejoined the main body of the division, which biv­
ouacked on the ground they had :6.rst occupied. 

During the night one twenty-four-pounder gun and two 
twenty-four-pounder howitzers, with infinite labor, were 
dragged up by hand from the rear, under th~ direction of 
Captain Lee, and placed in position on the summit of the 
Atalaya hill. Twiggs was also joined during the night by 
three volunteer regiments under Shields-two Illinois and 
one New York-Scott's orders having been varied by send­
ing three regiments instead of two. And on the same night, 
"with extreme toil and difficulty," as Scott reported, an 
eight-inch howitzer was put in position on the southerly side 
of the river, opposite to the Mexican right and a little over 
half a mile distant from their works. 

Early on the morning of Sunday, April 18, the several 
columns of Scott's army moved to the general attack in ac­
cordance with his orders of the evening before. Twiggs at 
dawn found that the body of troops in front of him was 
being strongly reinforced, and his men were at once ordered 

1 .Autobiography of an English Soldier, 180. 
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time his heavy artille i erro Gordo ridge. At the same 
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laya hill, and the Me~catened.fre from the top of the Ata­
mountain howitzers and poks1 wbn was also shelled by the 

d . roe et attery hi h h 
move to a pomt further t U . ? w e ad been 
ment, the first artillery, a:~s the t:;er this fire the rifle regi­
were sent forward to the assault Thd and seventh infantry 
the Atalaya hill to cross ; ey had to descend from 
l f a ravme and to d 
s opes o the Cerro Gordo d h' aseen the steep 
lined b . un er a eavy fire A b 

. Y Mexican troops near th b t · reastwork, 
qwckly carried and the t e o tom of the hill was 
serious loss, th; slope bei:ºº;s scrambled up without any 
thickets for about two-thigds eefp, rocky, and covered with 
Am . r s o the wa A 

enc~n sk~-mishers approached the s y up- s the first 
of Mexican mfantry posted behind umnut, a strong force 
the advance of the brigade f thr a breastwork checked 
the main body of the attac~o- ee or four minutes; but as 
defenders "threw the' k e party carne up cheering the 

ir mus ets down d ' 
utmost confusion clown th . ~n scampered in the 
captured Me . e oppos1te s1de of the hill" Th 

xican guns were at . e 
effect on the retreating t once turned with great 
tioned along the road roops and upon their supports sta-

While these regime~ts were car . . 
Gordo the remainder of Twi ;Jlll~ ~~e sumrrut of Cerro 
along the northerly and westerf:fd d1~1s10n ~ad continued 
pose of carrying out Scott' r e o the hill for the pur­
:he Mexican rear; but bein; ~It e~ ~o. take up a position in 
orce, the American troo f aªº e m flank by a Mexican 

across the hills that lay bstace sohuth1 and advanced in line 
e ween t em and the hi h d g -roa . 

"On coming out in the 1 • 
Ported, "and in full . p am west of Cerro Gordo " T . 
sup v1ew of the Jala d , wiggs re-
b. portee! by a body of lancers w pa. roa ' a battery of five guns 

o=":ª~ discovered by this ;ort~~nd~?t~ered. General Shields'~ 

The gall:~: grape on. him and on Lieutenan: ;t~Y·. ;he battery 
l'Oad general, with a shout fro hi enJamm s company. 
&aw~n the ?nemy's left, who, seein ~ei s me?,. pushed boldly for the 
batt1 as driven from the hill ab gd r posrtion completely turned 

e was over " ' an oned themselves to fli ht d ' . g u ~ 
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Among those who fled from this part of the field were Gen­
eral Canalizo and all his cavalry, Almonte, and Santa Anna 
himself. .Af, the latter related, the capture of Cerro Gordo 
hill and the artillery fue from its summit threw his roen into 
such confusion that the infantry fled headlong down the 
steep paths that led to the bottom of the cañon, and he 
would himself have been made prisoner had he not instantly 
followed them. M. the Americans by this time were ad­
vancing towar~ these paths he took the nearest of them, 
which he descended with difliculty ( on muleback, it seems), 
crossed the river, and rode up a similar path on the south 
side. At a clearing he managed to collect a small number 
of the fugitives and pushed on for El Encero, where he had 
expected to find Canalizo and the cavalry¡ but Canalizo had 
continued five leagues beyondElEncero, and Santa Anna was 
compelled to continue his flight to the town of Odzaba, more 
than thirty miles southwesterly from the field of battle. 

Before the Mexicans on the left of Santa Anna's line broke 
and fl.ed, as just related, a vigorous contest had been begun 
on his extreme· right, and the sound of the battle from 
that quarter doubtless hastened the steps of the fugitives. 
Pillow's brigade of volunteers, composed of two Tennessee 
and two Pennsylvania regiments, had been ordered to ad­
vanee when he heard Twiggs's guns and to "pierce theene­
my's line of batteries" ¡ but before he had been able evento 
take up a position in front of the Mexican works the ~und 
of Twiggs's attack on Cerro Gordo was heard. The line of 
advance was indicated by Lieutenants Zealous B. Tower 
and George B. McClellan, of the corps of engineers, and the 
volunteers advanced with energy and enthusiasm. As ~bey 
approached the batteries they encountered many senous 
obstacles, such as dense chaparral thickets and brus~ en­
tanglements, and sustained so heavy a loss-General Pillow 
himself being badly wounded-that the brigade halW?, !ell 
back a short distance, and did not succeed in accomplisbing 

anything. . 
When Twiggs gained the high-road, and th~ mam ~y of 

the Mexicans took flight, it was therefore unposs1ble for 
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stood Pillow's atta k d Y, as the force which had with-
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c an the force · 
on the road near these hill . Supportmg the battery 

s were still int t B . 
moments these troops dis ac · ut m a few 
surrounded; and as their o~overed that they were entirely 
of the highway, of which ~ me~ns ~f ~~treat was by means 
session, they hoisted a white E!s :f vis10n was in full pos­
short parley surrendered as . g 9.35 A.M., and after a 
bis infantry, then turned to prISoners of war. Twiggs, with 
the high-road. He was pre~:f e the retreating force along 
the cavalry and artille which y overtaken ~nd passed by 
the pursuit of the flJg Me . Scott had held m reserve, and 
as far as Santa Anna's hacie:ans rolled away on that day 
dispersing still further the M . a of El Encero; but beyond 
was done them The M . exichan army no serious damage 

. . exicans ad h d h lf 
on the infantry and nearly tw h ª a an hour's start 

But though the pursuit 'eld:d ours on. the cavalry. 
the battle were surprism· IYI no capt1ves, the results of 

f g Y complete s t Ann , 
was, o~ the moment, utterly dis erse. an a a s army 
of Mexico was open and th hpl d, the road to the city 

· · ' e w o e of the M · • 
ammurut1on, and supplies had fall . exican artillery 

en mto Scott's hands. , 

"W e are quite embarrassed" h . 
battle, "with the results of vict~r e v.:rote m his :firs~ report of the 
field batteries, small arms and y-pr1soners of war, heavy ordnance 
sand men Iaid down their :rms w~~coutrements. About three thou~ 
:tn~any officers, besides five ~ene~te usua\proportion of field and 

ction. Pinson, Jarrero, La Ve a N se;era of them of great dis­
genera), Vasquez, was killed in d 1 'd" omega, and Obando. A 6th . :r of t~e whole Mexican ar;/ºtf:1g the battery (tower) in the 

ose glonous results I h ' d e capture of which gave us 
on · · · · ave t · d ers--officers and men-as I have n e ermme to parole the pris-

andbeyo:d t~ay, and cannot afford ~tdthtae mheans of feeding them here 
ioot with w e e a heavy b d f h gage traÍn h ag?ns, to accompany them to V C o y o orse 

, t ough mcreasing is not era ruz. Our bag-
188U?ed pro=ess to th· ' yet half large enough to . 
000 o• 1s army Th g1ve an 
ord trement.<;, being of no value· t~ ·o~ e small arms and other ac-
~ them to be destroyed· for w rmy here or at home, I have 
artiII g them. I am also som'ewhat :m~ve not the_ means of trans­
bri ery-aII bronze-which we ha v arrassed with the pieces of 

gade and half the mules of this e captured. It would take a 
army to transport them c.zt ·¡ w y m1 e$. 
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406 . army· but the heavy 
ll t k for service w1th the ' We ha.ve our 

A field battery I sllh ªteda a~d left here for th~ pr ent. One or the 
1 t be co ec · with us. • · · meta mus . d the prop r camages • to diminisb the 

own siege-tram an li the prisoners of war is 
t. for paro ng ,, 

Principal mo ives . s in our march. 
. f ther garnson . 

res1stance O O da Mav 19 Scott with 
• · ng fon Y' 'J ' t red O the followmg morru ' . d of volunteers en e n Shi lds's bnga e . usl 

11 the regulara and . ~ . bich had not been seno y 
~alapa; and Worth's div1S1on~n: forward in advance toward 
engaged in the battle, wat~ _s ated that resistance wouldd bebe 

· t was an 1cip pa e t 
Perdote, wB~r~orth, advancing cahutioushleyf::: that defen-
ma e. f L Jova w ere 
bandoned position o a Jd ' t1'ally armed; and at º<>?n, 

a b b gun an par b, on sive works had een e e and took peacea ,1e po 
A il 22 he reached Perot . . guns and large su~ 

on pr ' . h castle with sn~ty-suc 
of the old Sparus 1 • 

• f ammunition. th American side may 
phThes ºe number oí troops engaghed on d~en which includes 

. d t nine t ousan ' all · the 
~o~1s~i~=:,~~: pra1cticall!!:~ ~~rt1;\~e: anhed 

Th American osses At l a hill on t 
action. e. . ' attack on the a a~ enersl 
73 wounded m Twiggskill d and 295 wounded m the g urred 

h d ?.47 e h · g occ seventeent ' ~ ., nth about half the lo . avm 
batt1e of the e1ghte<; ¿' of Pillow and bields. . ven 
in the volunteer bnga esre variously stated by bimba\ ~rom 

SantaAnna's forces we d five hundred roen; u ted 
thousand or seven thousan that bis total force amoun 
other soill:ces it w:;pra: and file, oí which 5,84~nw: 
to over eight tht t two thousand we_re ~av~ry. the íorty 
infantry and at eas umber of artillensts or ther 
dition there were a _l~rge: ides bis medical corps andh o that 

he had in pos1t1on, es . of course, suc 
guns 2 The locality was, . ui,· 

non-combatants. 'th the reporta from bis sub?~~ 
l See Scott's reporta oí the ~~~02~ See also a~couf1t~~;r~:me!, ~: 

Doc 1 30 Cong., 1 sess., 1 n En?Jlish Soldw, . 241-250; Si 
S~n.1 ri 55-77·Autobiographyo ª1aCampaigninMe:i;i<:",,,. '-'> App.,lll. 
Rip ey, , ' 72. Reminiscences O • al b Criterio,.,_..., 168-
184· Brackett, 53- 'd 1 108-136· Apelacion . uen_ de la Guerra, etc., k 249-253· Oswa.n e, J :UU para la Historia 
~•Roa Bá.r~na, 194--239; ,a.pu. 
lS3; a.nd Wilcox, 276--296, 

, Roa Bárcena, 196. 
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Santa Anna's cavalry were of no use in the battle; and 
though they might have protected the retreat of the left 
wing when it wa driven back by Twiggs's division, they 
were foremost in the flight. 

Santa Anna's choice of the pass of Cerro Gordo as the spot 
at which to await attack by Scott's army was much criti­
cised at the time by f exican officers; and indeed he seems 
to have had no settled opinion of his own upon a matter 
concerning which he should have been the highest authority, 
as the scene of the battle lay about half-way between his two 
principal haciendas of Manga de Clavo and El Encero. His 
first idea had been to make a stand at the ational Bridge, 
about fifteen miles east of Plan del llio, and the pass of La 
Joya had also been considered; but apart from any other 
objection, the latter point was seven or eight miles west of 
Jalapa, and its defence would have necessitated giving up 
the town to the Americans without a blow. 

Colonel Robles, who was Santa Anna's chief engineer, ex­
p~d himself as strongly of opinion that Cerro Gordo was 
not the best place to make re istance. Sorne slight intrench­
ments along the road he thought might serve to delay the 
American army, but he was in favor of fortifying and strongly 
holding the position of Corral Falso, about six miles in the 
rear of the ranchería of CeITo Gordo. His objections to 
Cerro Gordo were briefiy: The difficulty of getting water, 
owing to the fact that the river near Cerro Gordo ran through 
a cañon five or six hundred f eet deep; the great length of the 
line it was necessary to hold and the difficulty of reinf orcing 
any threatened point; the impossibility of making use of the 
cavalry, in which the Mexican army was superior in num­
bers¡ the broken and woody character of the surrounding 
land, which facilitated the enemy's advance up to within a 
very short distance of the defenders¡ the possibility of the 
~tion being turned; and finally, the impossibility, in case 
of disaster, of saving the artillery and eff ecting an orderly 
retre.at. 

Moreover, Robles insisted that if the position of Cerro 
Gordo was to be held at ali it was necessary to fortify 
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the Atalaya bill. Upon all these points he was overruled by 
Santa Anna bimself, who, as we have seen, visited the ground 
in person. So far as fortifying Atalaya bill was concemed 
he and bis staff decided that it was useless; first, becau.se it 
wss co~anded by tbe bill of Cerro Gordo, and, second, 
because 1t was surrounded on the north and east by guilles 
and woods which, according to Santa Anna's own e.-xpr~on, 
not even a rabbit could get through. But Twiggs' division 
got through, and their capture of the Atalaya bill on tbe 
af ternoon of the seventeenth enabled them early the nert 
morning to pierce the centre and turn the left of the )1ex-

ican line.1 
Scott found subject for congratulation in the assertion tbat 

bis orders for a battle had been exactly carried out. The re­
sult had indeed been wbat he had fore500ll, but in detail tbe 
battle was fought on somewhat diff erent lines. It was e,i­
dently his intention that Twiggs's division should not under­
take any active fighting until tbey struck the high-road we.st. 
of the Cerro Gordo bill on unday morning, where they were 
expected to take the 1exican force in tbe rear; but this 
expectation must have been based upon imperf ect knowledge 
of the topography, which practically necessitated the t;aking 
of Atalaya and the adjacent bills on aturda.y, so as to 
enable Twiggs's division to pass north and west of them to 
the high-road. It is also probable that cott never in tended 
so vigorous an attack upon the foxican right as Pillow 
actually attempted. Pillow was ordered not to assault the 

1exican batteries until he heard Twiggs's guns, and it was 
clearly Scott's expectation that these guns would not be 
heard until Twiggs wss established in the rear of the Mesi­
can army, and that then no very vigorous deíence of ~ 
batt.eries was to be anticipated. As it turned out, Twig&s'• 
guns were heard long befare the head of bis coluron bid 
reaebed tbe high-road, and when it wss attacking not ti< 
rear but the centre of the Mexican position, and under u,, 
circumstances Pillow's as,5ault was doomed to fai}ure. 

Scott's victory at Cerro Gordo bad opened the road to U,, 
1 [bid., 197-198, 
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capital, and if he had bee . 409 
oí transportation h n m possession of suffi . 
n!Ctly to the valle eo¡'°uld _undoubtedly have ;::•nt mea~ 
be! o_f eff ective m!n w~:txico, e~en with the limi~;:d di­
wnties of the climate had ~asfual?es in battle and the num-
way of moving his e t him. His diffi u1 . ~cer-
t 

nT • troop e t1es m th 
a " ashington tb were not very 11 e 
clearly appreh¡nd.:;ugh cott' proper obj:~ve understo?d 
noyance at what the' aallnd the administration felt was qwte 

" Y regarded as · much an-
. I wouJd not only ma h mexcusable delay 
in a b' • re to th · · ca met d1scussion "b e city of Mexico,, . 
wherever it was and • ut I would purs Sa sa1d the President 
that iI I had a ~ro capture or destroy it. ~e nta Anna's army 
the technical rules ::;r _commander oí the arm . ~ressed the opinion 
train oí baggage "ar to be found in booi;' w. 0 would lay aside 
bad no doubt :~~ns; one °"'.ho would go lig:nh required a long 
12ptured in a short time~'r;: & his whole army could bemove rapidly, I destroyed 0 

ott, however did adh r 
and did ' ere t " th his arm~ota pttehampt to move ::thou: :chnical rules of war ' 
ha , . er p bis e means of ub . . ' 
t t of supply W . . greatest anxiety at bis . SJSting 
govemor of ·~ra c:"f froi_n Jalapa to Colon~] íl~ ilsolllle wa 
and shall soon , e 8ald: "'Ve alread n, the 
tske po . occupy Puebla. lndeed Y occupy Perote 
hundred me:'~- f tiexico without a lo' we :ght safely 
f~m the nec~tyu :he ~ dangers ancÍ j¡~ J' .' of one 
'era Cruz o keepmg communi . e tres aro e 
portan 

. He theref ore urg d . cations open with 
ce of gett. e on Wilson th . . 

lhat fell within: up all essential upplie . 1: infinite im-
and medica! de a ordnance, quartermaste;'s ose, ~mely, 
mdispensabl P rtment . Those hi h , comm15.5ary • e were- w e Scott regard d ' 
medí• e as 

emes and ho . 
RW)es for animals sp1tal stores, clothing ~ 
+.-- • and co~ . . 1or troops lt -u: are kn uee, art1cles nl . , sa ' ammun.iti 
llpr, ftour ª.psack ' blankets, hard b o dy a little inferior in . on, 
"""1y 'nce, lresh mea~ bean., rea ' bacon and "' unpor­
.... . Tbe above list, 1 . . and lorage, we ho mp kettles; 

equaJly so ma o mclispensable arti pe to find in the 
i Polk's n;--· , y not be complete, but it .des, and of articles 
'Scott ;-;.11: II, 432. ts nearly so." 1 

ilson, April 23, 1847; H. R. Doc . 60, 30 Cong., 1 aess., 946. 
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410 rulou.s tone to the W ar 
be wrote in a que . f bis trains to A few days later . . f the insuffic1ency o . f ard-

mplauung O h difficultíes O gu Department, co. lies and of t e Th fust fiftv 
nt1al supp ' Cruz e · 

bring _up esse . cations with Vera G ·d . with the excep-
. bis commuru to Cerro or o, 
:~.,. west of t~ Pi:O, :ality (Paso de ~t!d ::ree-0: 
tion, perhaps, o ers as any part of th~ cos al~ng tho e fifty 
deadly to stang uld not leave any garnson he thought, to 
cluded that eulcod be necessary, in any cdase,"to guard tbem 

· It wo · ·n or er 
miles. orts to ali tram ' l s of the enemy, 
supply strong ese d other irregular troop d are natiYes 

ainst rancheros a~ d . th the country an ag ll cquamte Wl 
Who are we ª ·¿ arn'val of 

· te " d the rap1 of the cluna . te that he had e;.-pecte d had made arrange-
He hmalseo n:r:f the new re~en~th' :~ch successive detabocb-t 

detac d trams Wl d that a u 
ments to send forwar_ t he had just learne n wbom 

t of those troops, bu G eral Cadwalad~r' upo d to 
roen th u.sand roen under end d to the R10 Gran e-
tbree o d had been or ere 
h had counte' t 

~ reat disappointment. d "from Major General 
bis g . . 11· nce " he adde ' b t he had c\eared tam inte ,ge ' v· ta save t a ) "I have no cer . t y at Buena is ' t tbis place (Jalapa, 
Taylor, later than bis yv1::~ the general ~lit ;an Luis de Potosi.: 
bis rear of the enedm b' t that he has rea_ ehi wherever he ma~· . 

I b mn to ou , · te w1th m, • · wmter which Ce- . to commumca l and requmng 
ha.ve sent antherm::,~{er is uncorofortary :es below, tbe hea\~~ 
... Here e d of April; twenty- ve. March. nfortuna ~ 
clothing, at the ehn is distressing early m lunteers, have lost bol d 

t in the nort ers, gulars as well as vo therwi ·e badly e a . 
cep f our roen, re I teers are o ed March 
very roany o d blankets, and tbe vo un under the o.et approv b \ few, 
great-coats : tbe latter wi.H re-enga\e know not; probadib~y ¡e nef 
How many . ed two days ago, aused by sen ng d . our 
3 d only rece1v d' pointment, e . tbe roa in 
;.~ce the gr":' G~!ndtf.,, bes;des ~;!;,~~~,:~~v• ~ 
troops to the m.any weeks, by ro strong garrisons 4 
Present rear open fdoedr as I advanced, to leathve bead of the moveinen 

I h d 'nten , k p at e ..anie 
roents, a 1 nd Puebla, and to ee ' d . a moment of ~ 
place, in Perote a __ ..1 to the Rio Gran e m Vista. At the Lv.;., 

h d been ordereu ed after Buena d were -
i Cadwe.lader a nications were sever lader's dctcntion, or ers 
ben Taylor's commu :ia,ining of Cadwa 

w t Scott wna comp ed to V era Cruz. roomen . him to proce 
issued directmg 
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a force equal to any probable opposition. It may now depend on the 
number of old volunteers who may re-engage, and a number of new 
troops that may arrive from the Brazos in time, as also, in some de­
gree, upon the advance of Major General Taylor, whether I shall .find 
this army in strength to lea ve the garrisons and to occupy the capital." 1 

orne ten days later Scott felt strong enough to push for" 
ward his ad vanee to Puebla, and orders were accordingly 
issued to Worth, who was halted at Pcrote, to advance as 
soon a he was joined by General Quitman with three regi­
ments of volunteers "and a train with sorne general supplies 
for the army." One regirnent of volunteers, with a detach­
ment of artillerists sufficient to serve the batteries of the 
castle, were to be lef t as a garrison; a,nd W orth, with his own 
dirision and the two remaining regirnents of Quitman's bri­
gade, was to take and hold Puebla, but was not to advance 
beyond it. Scott then hoped to reach Puebla himself with 
Twiggs's division in the course of about two week later, 
depending on the arrival of trains from Vera Cruz.2 

It was the expectation of the W ar Department at this time 
that by the end of June Scott's force would number twenty 
thousand, even after allowing for the discharge of the twelve 
months' men. In all ,113 volunteers had been raised under 
the call of November, 1 46, and it wa expected that 5,360 
more would be raised under a call issued April 19, 1 47, of 
which cott, of com-se, had no notice when he wrote from 
Jalapa. There were, besides, the ten additional "new regu­
lar" regiments which were to be enlisted for the war, number­
ing ,512 rank and file. 3 But the calculations of tbe depart­
ment failed to take into account the great amount of sickness 
in the army. Early in June there were about three thousand 
two hundred men in cott' various hospitals, which left him 
with certainly less than ten thousand eff ective men in all. 
In this in.stance, as generally throughout the war, the gener­
ala in the field and the officials of the \Var Department 

: ScoScott to Marcy, April 28, 1 7; H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 944. 
,Ma!!to\Vorth, fay_6, 1847;ib~.,.957. 

184 Y to cott, Apnl 30, 1847¡ ibid., 922-928. Samc to same, .May 20, 7 i ibid., 953. 


