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in vain to capture.! A detachment from the army ung
General Quitman was sent along the beach to co-ope
with the navy, but on arrival at the mouth of the river
found that the fort, as well as the towns higher up,
already surrendered to the United States steamer Scourge,
A few days later Commodore Perry undertook with his
naval forces to capture the town of Tuxpan, lying abouf
half-way between Vera Cruz and Tampico. He started on
April 12 from Vera Cruz with the steam-vessels in hig
squadron, having sent his sailing vessels a few days before- ;
hand to meet him at Lobos Island, where the whole flesft .ﬂesﬂi Awxa
concentrated on the seventeenth. The next morning the
small vessels of the squadron were towed up the river
to attack the forts, which were under command of General
Cos, the hero who had defended San Antonio against the
Texans in 1835. As the flotilla approached the first of the
forts, about a mile and a half below the town, the rowing
boats were run ashore, and the men in them jumped o
and carried the fort in an instant. The remaining forf
higher up the river were in like manner carried by assa
the town was taken, and a custom-house established.?
The American forces, therefore, now held at their me
the whole Gulf coast of Mexico, including its one
ably good harbor—that of Vera Cruz—and were hene
able, through their undisputed command of the sea,
and supply troops in such number as they might think
advisable. :

1 Conner’s want of success at Alvarado was thought by many
navy to be due to his lack of dash and enterprise—the consequence
of continued ill-health. He was a great sufferer from neuralgia.
ever, very doubtful whether any one could have done any better,
the imperfect means at his command. See Conner’s Home Squadron;
Life of Buchanan, 1, 603.

2 See reports of Commodore Perry in H. R. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 2 sess,, 1
1203. ‘
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. ioh | inspite of the prohibitions of the Council of Trent a com-
Hidalgo on the twenuiet ,‘ promise Was finally agreed to by which, in consideration of
two million dollars in cash, Santa Anna was to procure the
. repeal of the obnoxious laws of January 11 and February 4.
: oints south 0 . The ngxt thing was for Santa A{ma to carry out this bar-
on his way ab vanousfmes who had €0 My | 8‘“‘: which was l?y no means a simple thing to.do. Both
persons of both P £ enlisting his aid; and lorical cause factions were easily persua@ed to lay down thel_r arms, o
in the hope 0 4o support the anti-clert 1o hani that ostensibly peace prevailed for the moment in the city
inclined b first 10 5 L0 o Views seem 10 01 - ! of Mexico; but Farias remained in office as Vice-President,
od silent, a?ed Lo vﬁ}i and, as it was thought essential for Santa Anna to leave the
. intentions WeIt: e capital to go out to meet Scott and the invading armies, he
‘ Whatfltﬁ rc(:l)aisiderable Jiscussion OVer @ . mhave to leave Farias again at the head of the execu-
1847, 2. gress determined that 8 Som | e But to get rid of Farias was a prerequisite to getting
S 7, they wo@d Send:eei\ﬁ? any form of government established that could carry on the
A business of the country, and Farias persistently refused to
mesign. For several days violent discussions followed as to
the means of getting rid of him.

: S In the meantime a new cabinet was made up, with Manuel
Anna was duly swoﬂihe ministers, accom <3 Mda as Minister of Relations at its head; and with the
On the I‘lt:m i?}’c\eﬁcals also went{tth overnme aid (ff 1;111113 ministry the questt)ion (;lft r?lsingrdmone(); for the
stio0 of the anU-CERTHEL - me of the use e army was again brought forward in Congress.
I:;g‘egongratulate m :;tgclletﬁ:t danta Al\ngﬂwoun d i | Sata .;&nna had z.usked for a.n_d obtained the passage of an
if these gentlemen e}fg they were very spee 5;} act which gave him extraordinary powers to raise twenty
their side LI - nd personal Sy% ‘million dollars, but it was provided that he was not to
 alienate national territory in whole or in part, to impose
foreed loans, to make contracts of colonization, to seize pri-
~ vate property, or to take possession of church property by

virtue of the second article of the law of January 11.

- The third article of the statute provided as follows:

~ “The executive shall also be empowered to enter into agreements
&ﬂlﬂ persons and corporations who were affected by the laws of
; 30th, January 11th and February 4th last, passed with
e object of procuring money for the government; and shall also
Wer to decree the repeal of these laws, if he shall deem it

1

power to repeal the anti-clerieal laws having thus
k€0 put into Santa Anna’s hands, while at the same time he

1 Law of March 28, 1847; tbid., 262,
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was empowered to raise the amount to be levied on the churg o CERRO GoRrpg
from fifteen to twenty millions, the bargain with the ck Santa Anng, reached his hao:
authorities was quickly carried through. On the day oF eight miles eqqt o J:1 eiden
the passage of the law just cited Santa Anna issued a ’ i .-4Pa, on A
cree reciting the terms of the law of March 28, and expre
repealing the law of January 11 and the various regulati
resulting from it;* and thus ended, for the time being, |
controversy over the secularization of church prope
to be renewed several years later on a larger scale.
The next measure to be adopted was the one rem
Farias from office. This was accomplished by the ps
of a short act which amended the Constitution by abo
the office of Vice-President, and which provided that int
absence of the President in command of the army a subs
tute President should be named by Congress, who s
hold office only until the President’s return.? :
On the day after the passage of this law the election

395

N sl = s . Sy By 2

. Ty S e

General Pedro Marfa Anaya, a rather inconspicuous
porter of General Santa Anna, who had held office as minist
of War under the brief Presidency of Herrera.

At two o’clock on the afternoon of Sunday, April 2, 184
Santa Anna, having thus completed his business, left theei
of Mexico to proceed to the front. -

“Baranda tells me,” recorded a resident of the city, “ that the:
was extremely pathetic and that all the circumstances were e
moving. It was as though it were the death of a deity, andh
tears flowing even from the enemies of Santa Anna. The latt
pressed sad presentiments. The reason for this haste is that
arrive in time to occupy the position of La Joya, so as to fortify
delay the march of the Americans.” ? &

1 Decree of March 29, 1847; ibid., 263.

? Law of April 1, 1847; tbid., 264.

3 The foregoing account of Santa Anna’s course in settling the ¢
in the city of Mexico upon his return after the battle of Buena Vi
from Garefa’s Documentos Inéditos (México Durante su Guerra con
111, 208-218. 'This part of the work consists of a long letter written
Ramirez to F. Elorriaga, dated April 2, 1847, with a postscript date
forming together a contemporary account of the highest value. : d betWeen & and th

e hi

in a position to know very fully what was going on behind the scenes.
| ™ Gordy, savage defile that f,
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Northeasterly from the hill of Cerro Gordo, and a litk
less than half a mile from it, is another and somewhat lower
hill, to which the Mexicans gave the name of Atalaya, a
which the Americans erroneously called El Telégrafo.!

About three-quarters of a mile west of the pass, and upong
level space of ground near the river bank, was a group' i
farm buildings known as the rancherfa of Cerro Gordo,
upon this level spot Santa Anna established his prine
camp. Before leaving the capital he had sent orders to
division under Vasquez, which was following him from §
Luis Potosi, directing them to turn off from the road leac
to the city of Mexico and to march in the direction of
and Jalapa. He also sent forward the garrisons of M
and Puebla, and he was further reinforced by local n
from various points in the neighborhood. By the twelfth
April the concentration had practically been effected,
though one brigade did not arrive at the camp until §
battle of Cerro Gordo was over. He had also ordere
cavalry, under General Canalizo, the military commang

the state of Vera Cruz, to oppose Scott’s advance ab
National Bridge, about fifteen miles east of Plan del
where the road from Vera Cruz crossed the river Anf
but Canalizo abandoned the National Bridge two or three
days before any of Scott’s troops appeared. E
The extreme right of Santa Anna’s line near Cen'o Gord
was formed by the hills close to the river, which termis
on their easterly slopes by three heights or promoi
extending like three open fingers of one hand, with @
valleys between them, and near the top of these three pre
ontories were placed three batteries, mounting in all sev
teen guns. The two batteries nearest the river comman
the approach along the line of an old and aband
which formerly led from Plan del Rio toward Jala
the third battery, the furthest from the river, ent
high-road where it ran in its southwesterly course to

! The hill of Cerro Gordo, which had an old watcb-toweronlt,
really known as E] Telégrafo, though that name seems not to
general use,
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river. Santa Anna’s staff regarded these means of approach
as the only ones possible for the advance of the North Ameri-
can troops, and consequently the three batteries referred to
were strengthened in every possible way and manned by
nineteen hundred men. The battery on the extreme right
was under command of General Pinzon, who had the fifth
regiment of the line and the battalion of Atlixco. The
other two batteries were supported by battalions from vari-
ous towns, besides about six hundred and fifty local national
guards; while the reserve was composed of the battalions of
Matamoros and Tepeaca. These two batteries and the re-
serve were under the command of General Jarero,

Between the hills near the river and the height of Cerro
Gordo another battery was erected upon the road at the
summit of the pass, and near where the road turned west to
follow the course of the river. At this point were eight guns
tommanding the road itself, while south of it, and almost
parallel to the road, an intrenchment for infantry was thrown
up and a covered way was formed along the old road, so as
to protect the troops in passing from the intrenchments on
the road to the batteries upon the hills. On the road were
the sixth infantry of the line and a battalion of “grenadiers
of the guard”—thirteen hundred and sixty men in all—
under General Rémulo Diaz de Ia Vega, who had been taken
prisoner at the battle of Resaca de Ia Palma, and had re-
cently been exchanged.

The centre of Santa Anna’s line was the hill of Cerro Gordo
lisef, which, as already stated, completely dominated the
pass through which the highway ran, as well as all the
Béighboring heights. The timber near the top was felled
and a battery of six light guns established near the summit,
Protected by a rough stone-wall, while on the slopes and
ear the bottom of the hill intrenchments were thrown up
ad trees were felled to form an abattis. This battery was
pported by a hundred men of g line regiment of infantry,
the post being under the command of General Ciriaco Vas-
Uz, whose division had just completed the weary march from
Bueng Vigtq by way of San Luis, Querétaro, and Perote,
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On the extreme left of the Mexican line—a line about a
mile and a half in length and forming a curve convex to the
north—Santa Anna’s remaining troops were placed in posi
tion. They consisted of four battalions of light infantry, two
nfantry of the line, all the ¢ !

regiments of 1
provisions were a

battery. Forage and
lied with water by means of a ditch which

camp Was Supp
Santa Anna caused to be constructed from his hacienda of
ven miles up the river.! :

El Encero, about se
tion Santa Anna and his men awaited

In this strong Post
the arrival of the American army on its march from Vera

Cruz toward the capital.
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ast,” says an accomplished military

of inactivity. Under ordinary
Vera Cruz, the process of disembarking men

d. The field-guns tollow with but little delay,
and a certain proportion of cavalry becomes early available. But
the disembarkation of the impedimenta——the stores, waggons, hos
pitals, ammunition, and transport animals—even where ample facili-
ties exist, demands far more time than the disembarkation of the
fighting force. Tn the present case, 85 all the animals had to be re-
quisitioned in the country, it was not #ill the middle of April that
supplies and transport sufficient to warrant further movement B
been accumulated.” ? '

« An army landing on & hostile co:
critic, “has to endure & certain period
circumstances, as at
is rapidly accomplishe

anxiety to avoid the dangers of

cllow-fever on the sea-coast, prepared to move inland at the

earliest possible moment, and on April 6, & week after the

surrender of Vera Cruz, issued orders for the advance of8 4
large part of his army. The gecond division of regulars, ul*
der General Twiggs, Was directed to start on April 8, and
was to be followed twenty-four hours later by General t8%
terson with two brigades of the division of volunteers. - e

whole of Worth’s division of regulars and one of Pattersm??

three brigades were t0 be left in the vicinity of Vera Cruf;

1 Near the rancherfa of Cerro Gordo there were Some paths running d“”' &
and d;ﬂioulttw

the river several hundred feet below; but they were so steep o
it would have been impossible to get an adequate supply of water for the troop>

by carrying it up on muleback.
2 Colonel Henderson's Stonewall Jackson, I, 38.

Seott, however, in his
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fo await further means of trans i

il i portation; as also

gz'f e ;ra%jr}ylrilgg(llsnéounted), until the arrival of th:i}rlehoTr::-
i.gs‘q'uadrons e tates. Three field-batteries and tws
e s:cond. dragoons were to accompan; tho
pjy e tfen , which was also to have with it ay .
. 11nTl\?v£g to upward of two hundred Wagonssgp-
e ag,srgs reported from the National Bn'Li (3
that he could not det::r;tiz:ll;ﬂgvrh?c ﬁbllap: oo bit

e stren i

can force really was. It was variously stggaldo;tt hl?ei\:::r;

}b:l g:irt’?mT Vtr}ila: the pass between this and Jalapa will be di
mg’ aild " hgas expected to reach Plan del Rio thatee L
ey \r;) .d_oubt that he would reach Jalapa :v(iaill;
. S;G : dntmg the same day to the War I%
had liot e . a (ei :ehat he thought Twiggs (from Whepm;ﬁ
r pre}; aleniazh) must now be near Jalapa”; that rﬁﬁ :
e tha’c Santa Anna had arrived at; Jalapa ?tr}?
o 'tousand men, but it was not beligvegl'
e nolcoanné;n;nted to half that number, and Scoﬁ
i’ ct was to be expected before reaching
After an extremely hot i
. . and toilsome mar i
tﬁh&s::dl;fii :;ld};ﬂy rapid for heavily burden(élzl’ X(lalrllczlhls‘gemﬁ
o %f ’lger}era}ly .leye.zl district of the Tierra l(llg
e glggs s division arrived at Plan del Rio a(-:
B unday, thg eleventh of April, where a r:
ncers was séen. These quickly retiredp:nzi’

| Twlggs spent the next two days i 3
Position ays in reconnoitring th
, ery’ I1:lhe great st.re.n'gth of which soon becgmee enemy’s
E an in his division.* He made up his minzplr)lszent
) er-

U ;

eral orders No. 94, Apri
. 94, April 6, 1847; H. R
i o, Apil 1, 1847; ibid., 939. Doc. 60, 80 Cong,, 1 sess., 921.
a:;;y,prm Eu, 1847; ibid., 928.
of an English Soldi :
ufenat-Colonel Joseph E. Johuston, o o s
er the Mexican works near the river gineers, was very
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