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General Worth, in a fast-rowing boat, personally led the
way, and was the first man ashore. As the heavy surf-boats
grounded on the beach the men jumped out, waded to dry
land, formed rapidly in line at the edge of the water, and
with a simultaneous rush and shout the whole division as-
cended the nearest sand-dunes, in full expectation of a
hostile reception. To their surprise, and the surprise of all
onlookers, not a shot was fired; and as the American
line crowned the summits of the sand-hills the men aboard
all the ships in the neighborhood cheered again and again at
the success of the landing party.

Worth’s division was followed immediately by the vol-
unteers under Patterson, and they by Twiggs’s division of
regulars; and by ten o’clock that night practically the whole
force of Scott’s army—about twelve thousand men, with
rations for two days—some horses and some field artillery,
were safely on shore.!

During the night a party of Mexican infantry fired upon
Worth’s pickets, but otherwise there was no attempt to
molest the invaders. The next morning Scott himself
landed, and from that time on, the troops and the men from
the naval vessels and transports were busily engaged, as the
weather permitted, in landing siege-guns, ammunition, and
supplies for the use of the army.

Worth’s division invested the city, beginning at a high
sand-hill near the beach and extending thence northwesterly
toward the interior, forming the right of the American line.
Next to it came Patterson’s division forming the centre of

.' ﬂle line, while Twiggs’s division marched around beyond

Fatterson, ultimately occupying the small village of Ver-
gara, on the sea-shore north of the city, thus completing its

~ inyestment from the land-side.

h the best account of the landing operations is contained in a “Memoir

Landing of the United States Troops at Vera Cruz in 1847,” by the late

al W. G. Temple (then a passed midshipman), which is printed in Con-

lome Squadron, together with all the naval and military orders, pp.

=83, Other reports of eye-witnesses will be found in Scott’s report, Sen.

1, 30 Cong,, 1 sess., 216; Commodore Conner’s report, H. R. Doc. 1,

\ong,, 2 sess., 1177-1179; Parker, 83; Semmes, 125, 128; Aulobiography of
English Soldier, 145-150. '
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In the ensuing operations the land fortifications bore the
whole burden of the defence of the city. These remained
very much in the same state in which they had been at the
time of the French attack, in 1838. They consisted of &
series of small bastions and redans, solidly built and capable
of mounting from eight to ten guns each. The curtains by

which they were connected consisted of a “thin wall, proof

only against musketry and of but little use.” None of the
defences were protected by ditches, as the shifting sands
which surrounded the city on all sides would soon have filled
any ditch in the event of 2 heavy gale.

The country lying between the walls of the city and the
American camps was generally a level sandy plain, bounded
by high sand-hills that rose at a distance from the city, which
varied from about a thousand yards on the south and east
to nearly two miles on the north. The valleys between the
hills were filled with a thorny underbrush.!

The question as to the mode of attack had not been fully

determined when the American troops first landed. Scott §

states that his own opinion from the first was that the castle
of Ultia should be captured under the shelter of and through
the city; but whether the city should be taken by a regular
siege or by an assault remained open. After a conference
with his staff, Scott determined upon a siege, and batteries
were accordingly established, under the direction of hi§ =
engineers, as rapidly as possible. The work, however, Wa§
greatly retarded by a constant succession of the northes
which habitually blow with such violence off Vera Crud -
during six months of the year as to make any landing on the
beach impracticable during their continuance. However, the
toilsome work was in time accomplished, the task being made
doubly difficult by the necessity of moving guns and supph?ﬂ!“».,
through the blowing sand, which, during the prevalence &5
gales, added enormously to the discomforts of the troop
in their improvised camps. But at length, after more th ’i-f} ,
ten days’ hard work, trenches had been dug and platforms
for some of the guns had been erected, and on MM’Q
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can squadron also shelled the city from a position close

the beach, where they were partly protected from the es

Arrangements had previously been made with the naval

commanders to land six heavy guns, which were placed in
position about the centre of the American lines soon affer
the army batteries opened, and were manned and worked
with great efficiency by detachments of seamen from the

squadron.

For four days an almost unremitting fire from the A meri-

can batteries was kept up, which was vigorously repli
by the Mexican artillery. The loss of life among the
batants on both sides was small; but great damage was
to the city itself, practicable breaches were made in the w
and a number of non-combatants were killed or woun:
On the morning of March 26 proposals of surrender
received from General Landero, to whom General Mo
in accordance with a not uncommon Spanish practice,

turned over the command under a pretext of ill-healtht
While the siege was thus progressing some Mexican |

alry and rancheros in the neighborhood had timidly
ineffectively tried to annoy the American camps. Sho
been nightly fired, which had cost the American sol
vexatious loss of sleep, but only two serious skirmishes
occurred. The first was with a detachment of the mour
rifles (of which Persifor F. Smith had been appoin
colonel) forming a part of Twiggs's division. This def:
ment found several hundred Mexicans intrenched
the sand-hills on the road to the city of Mexico, at &
about two miles and a half from Vergara. The Ameri¢
at once deployed to the right and left of the road, outflank
the Mexicans in both directions, and advanced. The
cans made no stand, but incontinently abandoned thei
1 The official reports of the siege operations from the American ¢

are in Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 216-255; H. R. Doc. 1, 30 Cong.,

* 1179-1192. Accounts by eye-witnesses will be found in Autobiogra
English Soldier, 145-166; Reminiscences of a Campaign in Mexico,

Maury, 32-34; Semmes, 125-141; Parker, 79-102; Wilcox, 242-262
67-102; Meade, 1, 191-193, and Anderson, An Artillery Officer in

War, 65-105. See also Ripley, II, 19-52; Roa Bércena, 152-193; Apun

para la Historia de la Guerra, 151-167.
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handled, could unquestionably have greatly impeded Scott’s
troops’ toilsome march through the sand around the city,
and could have kept the camps in a constant state of alarm;
but as a matter of fact they did nothing.

However, the harbor of Vera Cruz had now been secured,
and preparations for holding it as a base of supplies and for

beginning an advance into the interior of the country were
actively pursued.

“The harbor became thenceforth crowded with vessels; some under
contract with the government, and some pushing their fortunes in
the way of trade. European vessels began to come in also, on specu-

 lation, and probably, Vera Cruz, never before, presented such a spec-

tacle of mingled thrift and warlike preparation. . . . The reef of the
Gallega, on which the proud old castle of San Juan de Ulua had alter-
nately slumbered in lordly repose, and awakened the echoes of war,
forso many generations past, was degraded into a coal depot for steam-
ers; a substantial wharf of newly-sawed timber having been extended
from it into the harbor, for the convenience of discharging and re-
ceiving the materiel. Sheds and wharves, for a similar purpose, had
been constructed, also, at the island of Sacrificios. The channels of
the harbor were marked out and buoyed, and pilot boats from the

: Cﬁesapeake might be seen daily cruising many miles out at sea, to
- pic up in-ward bound vessels. Forges, and other workshops for the

ﬂnadron were erected on Green Island, and a commodious hospital
gready loomed up from the little sand key of Salmedina at Anton
. Not the least of the improvements which had been made in

' ﬁ!wty, was the total revolution which had taken place in the custom

house. The eighty or ninety Mexican officials, who had formerly

wmpled this building, had, of course, vacated their posts, and our
nend Dimond, the former consul of the port, with half a dozen assist-

w performed the increased duties of collection, with a simplicity
pidity that astonish those that had been accustomed to the
rsome machinery of the defunct government.” !

of reducing the small towns lying along the Gulf.

to be attacked was Alvarado, about thirty miles

0 Vera Cruz, which the squadron had twice attempted
1 Semmes, 149,
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in vain to capture.! A detachment from the army ung
General Quitman was sent along the beach to co-ope
with the navy, but on arrival at the mouth of the river
found that the fort, as well as the towns higher up,
already surrendered to the United States steamer Scourge,
A few days later Commodore Perry undertook with his
naval forces to capture the town of Tuxpan, lying abouf
half-way between Vera Cruz and Tampico. He started on
April 12 from Vera Cruz with the steam-vessels in hig
squadron, having sent his sailing vessels a few days before- ;
hand to meet him at Lobos Island, where the whole flesft .ﬂesﬂi Awxa
concentrated on the seventeenth. The next morning the
small vessels of the squadron were towed up the river
to attack the forts, which were under command of General
Cos, the hero who had defended San Antonio against the
Texans in 1835. As the flotilla approached the first of the
forts, about a mile and a half below the town, the rowing
boats were run ashore, and the men in them jumped o
and carried the fort in an instant. The remaining forf
higher up the river were in like manner carried by assa
the town was taken, and a custom-house established.?
The American forces, therefore, now held at their me
the whole Gulf coast of Mexico, including its one
ably good harbor—that of Vera Cruz—and were hene
able, through their undisputed command of the sea,
and supply troops in such number as they might think
advisable. :

1 Conner’s want of success at Alvarado was thought by many
navy to be due to his lack of dash and enterprise—the consequence
of continued ill-health. He was a great sufferer from neuralgia.
ever, very doubtful whether any one could have done any better,
the imperfect means at his command. See Conner’s Home Squadron;
Life of Buchanan, 1, 603.

2 See reports of Commodore Perry in H. R. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 2 sess,, 1
1203. ‘
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