CHAPTER XLI
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CHIHUAHUA AND VERA CRUZ

Waex General Kearny started upon his march from Nﬁi_; ,

Mexico to California near the end of September, 1846, he
left behind him at Santa Fe a regiment of Missouri vl S
iphan.! Shortly

teers under Colonel Alexander W. Don 7
i under Colonel

afterward another regiment from Missourl ]
Sterling Price arrived in New Mexico, and, in accordance” -
with the general purposes of the government at Washingten, §

Doniphan set out in comman
Chihuahua, where it was expec
junction with General Wool’s force marc

hing from San At~

tonio.? So far as W h
ticable, owing, in the first place, to physical difficulties of
which the authorities in Washington were ignorant, and, i
the second place, because it proved to be much more impo=—
tant that Wool should unite with:Taylor than with Doni-

phan.
Further orders from Kearny directed that

ing to Chihuahua Doniphan and his regiment should m
into the Navajo country, cause all the prisoners and §

property held by those Indians to be given up, and “re

of them such security for their future good conduct

may think ample and sufficient, by taking hostages or 0
wise.” How skilfully Doniphan executed this order, ho
made a treaty with the Navajos, and how he brought 2
peace between the Navajos and the Zuiii Indians, n

be here related. His work was finished early in Decen

1 8ee Chapter XXXV, above.
* Kearny’s orders No. 30 merel
regiment to report to Brigadier-General

and fifty miles away, in the very heart of
368

y directed Doniphan to “ proceed W
Wool” at Chihuahua, five bt '

an enemy’s country!

d of a small body to marchfo"S
ted that he would effecta™ =

ool was concerned, the plan was imprats S8

before prooeﬂdbi '

ke

CHIHUAHUA —~

and he was then in hi
i her ready to begin his long march to El Paso
The tow:
. Meﬁcannt(r)(t; 0ElS Pas}fﬂ was th.en held by a small detachment
g euic nearlp ,t while Doniphan’s men were assembled at
- ; y yt two hundred miles further up the R{l
- Chih_uahua entire force, when he started upon his j 10
: » consisted of eight hundred ang ﬁft}f(:)slign:g
armed with rifles: 1
:nu;egz(iin aiﬁlizttexy of art'illel'y with :1I:3n(riliiis,mzzttoh§ l?ad
y mamha;)t the earliest moment, Aok
e (:ﬁ::ﬁ :}?:g;g)]s tmifid]e of December, 1846
i , Wit -train an i i ,
;e:av;nghaxla;ll:fier(.ie on the nineteenth, 'l(‘ih?(():g;ﬁrh;laxf g?:elfi’
e g)hn;htoﬂmg through the desert (the J. mada?l
ofabout,njnet iley .were compelled to cross for g distan P
o ;rdm es; but at lgst, on the afternoon of Chy; (;e
o m},]ed - vance, consisting of about five hundred mes :
- e th};plnt twenty-five miles from EJ Paso whe;1 )
e }ir cIa{{Ilp at a p]a:ce called Brazito w’here ae
e i :t io G.rande nto two arms or) branchesn
i b WO be.emg on the easterly side of the v I-,
e e An}erlcans camped. The wagon-traia
- mﬂzs inet }xl‘emamder of Doniphan’s command w:zlrS ,
At about thr elock i
ee o'clock in the afternoon the men at the

mp w '
“Ip were engaged in the usygl occupations of obtaining

Wood and i
wo water for cooking purposes and forage for their

animals
, When a large cloud of dust to the southward an-

mﬁnced the approach of a Mexican force. As subsequently

#scertained i i
by the Americans, this force consisted of 1,220

- Ien, of 5
7 whom 537 were cavalry, with one piece of artillery

“r L Were in art o
" 0 volungeers part regular troops and in part local militia

s Tie Amen'c ine w

e a

: ; n line was at once formed, facing eastward
y

b .
ackeixl)vI thg river, both wings being somewhat re-
exican line was formed about half a mile

0 account of Doniphan’ i
elley, 966 316 viphan’s Indian eampaign, see Hughes, 143-203;
4 )
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away, facing and overlapping at each end the Ameriey
line.

The skirmish seems to have consisted of a general advange
by the Mexican force, firing wildly and ineffectually asif
came on, until it was met and repulsed by an accurate and

sudden fire from the American rifles—a part of the Ameri:

cans, at least, lying flat upon their faces and reserving thej
fire until the Mexicans came within sixty paces. This noyel:
method of awaiting attack seems to have surprised and ¢
ceived the Mexican forces; and as the hitherto silent A
can line delivered their volley at short range, the Me
fell back to the hills in disorder, some of them ret:
along the plain and some of them taking refuge on the heights
They were pursued by the Americans for about a mile. &
part of the Mexican force continued their flight to Chihus:
hua, while the local troops appear to have dispersed to their
homes. The affair did not last more than twenty minutes
According to American accounts, the Mexican losses
43 killed, about 150 wounded, and 5 prisoners; while
Americans had but seven wounded. The Mexican how
with a quantity of munitions of war, fell into Doniphan$
hands.! 1
Doniphan’s wagon-train and the rest of his men cametp
during the evening, and on the following morning the s
force resumed their advance, meeting with no further
sition. They crossed the Rio Grande and entered El
on the twenty-eighth of December, Doniphan ag :
respect the lives and property of all citizens who remainéd
‘peaceable and neutral during the war.? .
At El Paso Doniphan remained for six weeks, very muel
to the satisfaction of his men who found the comforts
village—situated in the midst of smiling fields w
more-than two centuries had been irrigated and well cult

1 See Doniphan’s Official Report; Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 407. Hugh®
260-267; Edwards, Campaign in New Mezico, 52-57; Connelley, S1%
Apuntes para la Hisloria de la Guerra, 139-143.

? The town which then went by the name of El Paso is now known 8848
Juarez. The present town of El Paso, on the north or east bank of th&
Grande, was founded some time afterward.

 Amoyo Seco: the e
H' . cond, beyond the ridoe i
Sexieans, was the Rjo Sacramento, Togthzcx;ﬁ;)g 11:}:

mﬁe rose abruptly out of the plain
rhtbe Y Was strongly Intrenched, wit
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vated—extremely seductive af
ter the hardgshj
they had undergone almogt continuously singtlepia:\?iigl ahl}({rs
is-

ao.uri, six months hefope, 5
reinforcements of arti]] wever, the expected

onth of February—wag the'

» and there the Mexi-

road for g considerable distance. Thejr line of earth
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name of Sauz, thirty-two miles from Chihuahua, Doniphan
marched eleven miles, arriving within three miles of the
Mexican position toward the middle of the day, and &
once made a close reconnoissance of the Mexican posttion
His wagons and artillery were then formed into &
five vehicles abreast, the artillery in the centre with fu
wagons to the right and two to the left of each gun. The
intervals between the Wagons were occupied by trog
About two hundred men marched in advance.
Sweeping easily across the open prairie without their
strength being apparent, the American {roops
gained the western end of the ridge. The artillery was them
run forward and unlimbered, while the rest of the troops di
mounted and deployed as infantry to the right and left of
battery. The horses were Jeft behind with the wagons, U
der charge of a small guard. {
As soon as the Mexicans observed this movement of th
Americans, a force, estimated by Doniphan at a thousa
cavalry with four guns, advanced along the ridge, halted, at
opened fire at a distance of about twelve hundred i
An artillery duel continued for some time, the America
having two men wounded and some horses and mules d
abled, until at length the Mexicans fell back on
trenchments in disorder. The whole American line tf
vanced directly upon the Mexican works, the right of the
first coming in contact with their enemy. Without &
the American force swept over the N
in a very few minutes the entire ridge was cl
ing Mexican troops, who left all their artillery,
and supplies in the hands of the Americans.
Jacinto over again. :
The Mexican force, according to Doniphan’s report, ®
was said to have been based upon returns found 2
the Mexican baggage, consisted of 1,200 cavalry from ¥
rango and Chihuahua, together with the Vera Cruz ¢
1,200 infantry from Chihuahua; 300 artillerists; and
rancheros badly armed with lassos, lances, and mache!® e
or, in all, 4,120 men. They had 16 pieces of artillery, M& 1 e st L
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of small calibre. Mexican historians, however, state that
their force consisted in all of only about 2,000 men. It was
under the command of General Heredia, of the Mexican
army, the general in command of this department, with Gen-
eral Angel Trias, the governor of Chihuahua, as second in
command. General Garefa Conde, formerly Secretary of
War, commanded the cavalry, and General Justiniani the
infantry. For the most part the troops had only recently
been recruited and had not been previously under fire.
They were, however, well equipped.

“It was a division, small indeed in number, but perfectly armed, sup-
plied with provisions of all kinds for a campaign in the desert for some
months, paid to the last soldier, and with funds in the chest for the
future. All the troops were clothed in a comfortable and becoming
manner and furnished with abundant ammunition and all sorts of
munitions of war.”’ !

The American effective force on the morning of the battle
numbered 924, at least 100 of whom were employed in the
rear, holding horses or driving teams; so that the Mexican
force, which was behind intrenchments, was from twice to
five fimes as numerous as the invaders,

Doniphan reported that the field “was literally covered
with the dead and wounded from our artillery and the un-
eming fire of our riflemen.” He estimated the Mexican
losses at about 300 killed, about the same number wounded,
and 40 unwounded prisoners. The American loss was 1
killed and 8 wounded. 2

‘Apuntes para la Historia de la Guerra, 145,
*Doniphan’s official report, with subreports and a good map of the field of
battle, is in Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 498-513. See also Hughes, 286-315;
67-82; Connelley, 407-420; Apunles para la Historia de la Guerra,
M6-150. Some amusing and characteristic incidents of the Missourians are
mlated. One wan, being asked whether he was much hurt, replied that he
'“!lldreport the injury “to-morrow,” but had no time just then. Two of
's men had had a quarrel because one of them had called the other a
_ Doniphan interfered and told them they would have a chance to
hon the battlefield whether the charge was well founded or not. Accord-
ingly a race to the Mexican intrenchments to decide the controversy

4d went over side by side. One volunteer who had seven horses in charge,
+ 5.2 0ut to Doniphan: “See here, Colonel! am I compelled to stand here and
bold horses? " “Yes," said the colonel, “if you are detailed for the purpose.”
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took possession 0
of American merchants who

prison for some time previously: Benton’s friend, J2 0

was not found, ashe

Magoffin, who had been among them,
oops in their hastyre |

had been carried off by the Mexican tr

treat toward Durango-: S
At Chihuahua Doniphan remained for about tWO months,

preserving good order in the city, apparently to the entit

catisfaction of the inhabitants. Wh
of course, from Mexican sources) Wi~

formation (received,
o whom he had been directed to repor,

that General Wool, t
was shut up in Saltillo by Santa Anna.

«will be ticklish,

“Qur position,” he wrote,

compel Taylor and Wool even to fall back. All Durango, ens |
little army. Weare o% ‘

a will be down upon ™Yy
fe to go backward as forwamte

is perhaps the best and the safestp

, ragged, and ready, having one more of the R'sthan

1f. We have been in service nine months, and |y .
two thousand mil des

one dollar of their pay,

out murmuring. Half rations, hard marches,
ame to the last, and curse and pr

they are still g
turns, but fight for her all the time.”*

and Chihuahu
and it would be as unsa

yet they stand it W
and no clot! !

Tt was not until March

through the Mexican newspape
of Buena Vista, which they claimed as a victory- But
Mexican forces had retreated to San Luis Potos,

thought it safe to send a small body of men with despé

to General Wool begging to be allowed to join Ta
army and protesting against remaining in hihuahu
mere Wagon guard, to garrison 2 city with troops W

en bridles together,
in the charge on the breastWorss

X to those near him: “Hold hell, in & fight! 1

the casual remar
here to hold horses—I can do that al home.”

1 Hughes, 334

en he arrived, his e |

+ Sonta Auna U

es, over mountains des

bt
4

aise their country
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5

fitted for it, and w i
pr(%er indu]gences,’}m will be soon wholly ruined by im-
avelling rapidly over the six hu

| . ndred
?3:3 a:lél:}l; ﬂsle(:)p::l'ztgd 'Doniphan from W'o::ln dtlfzvegty P
B elivered their despatches); on tlll)e i
e ater the party, reinforced by a cosecond
s Acz;i\lfa})lg, set out on their return relffcplilinny
R aﬁ,erwardgb .(,1 . Doniphan with his whole § e
o andoned that city, and, marchin tea(()il;l:e
| gfs t :I:OSS the country, reached their deg : i
i tJoat;lon.ﬁ On May 22 the commandSwmmon
e lciam eld of Buena Vista by Generali‘:’ oL
i o Iﬁ; ’ (_ented them in general orders T}(IO'I,
e eing now qearly up, the Missom"i )\ e
e }f from Saltillo to the mouth of t];’o Rio
e ;mhed i ey were embarked for New Orl s

i eir homes about the beginning of%ﬁs» and
e toe);}})ledlthn from Santa Fe to Chihuah 4
N e United States, had, of course n(l)1 a;iif:d
e upon | :w%o?me of the war; but indirectl,y it serv 03
et b | acts: first, the efficiency of Ameri .
e fg and ﬁghtmg, and, second, the a (t:gn
i e s 0 11:;)he Mexman population. ’At bcﬁz Ey
e ullm oniphan, with a mere handful of m l
e fof ous towns w1.thout the least trouble ‘I?’
i e T Sz::llt illinmense distance on the journe .f .
i o o dci), Rartly through deserts andya;z{n
'uepwz P istricts, without any oppositi£1 E
e experienced from the organized Mexi e

apparently the hearty good-will of ti’;l({;ll

ts of every locality through which he passed

‘The same thin
g had been already experienced in a remark-

-~ able d

e mtz 'i‘;)élor and Wool. The American authori
R, o vs?hich t'c;na possibility of a prolonged guer(;lrl1 4
.‘ %'%tede, B ot ot; t(;;):xirr{ they occupied was wel?
s th was experienced

g : A : ed. In the
e n ies, the Americans wer

indness, and the people, after reco:efifnnge;fcl)lri
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their natural impulses of fright, were quite ready to sup)
them with any quantity of provisions and forage. The
probably Was that the great mass of the Mexican popui&
of Indian descent had no national feeling or imp
patriotism, and looked upon Americans OF Spaniards as B
rehensible

very much the same sorb of peoplefincomp

resistible,” stronger than the native Taces; and made
silently obeyed- Whatever opposition the Americans € e
rienced during war came, i general, from unwill-

ing forces organized and led by men of Spanish descent.
Doniphan’s spectacular SUCCeSS Serve e
Mexican hopelessness. ough the Spanish element might
characteristically refu casant fact in
face, and might ¥ en they mush
own they 'f
began 0 look upon
The Mexican army,
of defeat. Inevery con
and every new disaster m
sense of an inevitable doom.
now came, t0 add to their difficulties.

)
s

. g invineib

egan to acq

on its part,
flict thus far they had been worstélh

ust have added to the despairing

While General Tay
Doniphan on the twenty-eight
their battles at Buena Vista an
assembling his forces
His original orders

vague and indefinite. He had simply

to Mexico and take pedition to ope

command of an ex
as told that it is not prop

through the general staff of the army, to procure SUEE

1 Marcy to Seott, Nov. 23, 1846; H.R.

1
L

Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 8688

d also to confirm the ‘

uire the hﬂﬁ? ‘

An attack from a DeW quarter |

VERA CRUZ ik
7

toland the troo "
g PS, to obtain t
stores i ranspol'ts,
he inf;'lir(llegtil}?r SSuppheS in readiness foint(lll:c;havgio?dnance
general staff Ofihee(;retaly of Wariliak he hadXP:hrigon 1,1 m}lld
> army, 8 PY : ) uch t
' Go', o the COmmand) laid a sufficient basis for thge pur?
ing by way of New Y
New ¥ ork, and th
or ﬁve? 312328 c(:;tl-)eqembe." 19, Whereerlllceer?,;iﬁﬁe reached
of men an d,su llinmlng his preparations for the f for fgur
from Gulf portzpwes. The troops that were to foi']wardlpg
Orleans, and with if to be collected at Pensacolaoa OSV i
assemble off Lobos il lling from Aflanée portsréveNeW
ing from N
ber, Sco%t, :Vrﬁlﬂ; E‘I:’ gisrlqans on the twenty-fourth of D
ner, then commandi journey, wrote to Commo(()l ecem-
Cruz, aSking himlt,l ing the blOCkading squ AT o 01'; CTOn.
landing troops on ’ShStudy particularly the best loe Otl' Vera
ing the plans fo e beach near Vera Cruz da 10n f:or
der the 1 ra I'endezvous Of au t,he A , an explaln_
I Loboe and. rmy transports un-
ving at the Rio Gr:
seen : ande, SCOtt
Wﬁ;‘?gcegg:ftl?’p v o Camargo anga: bogh Mirsgdy
Ofl'eglllm and P Stdl\’ISI()’n, in addition to Twient 70rd.er.s .fOI'
B o o ?n terson’s division of VOlunteegrgss 8 gmsmn
m, Scott Waite;rCh to TampiCO. Reoturnin ’“t, 0 W?I'e
of the transports &n the greatest impatience forgtho Point
thing seemed to h?; tf)he additional volunteers Buet tmval
upon did gowrong. Thev : very-
not appear, Worth’s division dideri?ill}:i\iagsrehfid
early

1 Proct
s 'President Polk th
 Tost extravagant Pre(;):.gr:.]:i tha%, Scott at this time was * p
ons, and making a “pamde l;?st']ng himself in
ore the public.”

s m‘ty is such tha
) s t he could ¥
t whi . not keep.th: .
ch were given to him_,,_{'Pou‘:,;nOS‘t lmrlxl)rga,grlt secrets of the
¥, 1, )

ey o y . .,
" y ) H. R. DOC. y 3 ng 1 8
iii ] €88 ’

o
, 0ot to Conner, D
, Dec. 26, 1846; ibid., 846, 847. The quartermaste
r-general

-~ dthe army, writi
Ly, writing at the :
 eorage near Yoo Ll same time to the War Depart ;
ﬁm and was perhaps the best on the méi?ft"_.s?lugi Has S
cient for

w el . ve
) l Sheltered from the nonh IS ¢ he gh h ha

\& : e for thei ;

- Wesup to ir smuggl .

: Marcy, Dec. 27, 1846; %Oge&a)tlons Toc miize List 5, nimiatn
) A Ve
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a5 he had hoped, and tW
stores and half the surf

» he wrote, “Wwas ever SO unaccountably

ed—by no want of foresight, arrangement, oF energy on my part,
rm—under circumstances the most critical to this entire

army; for every body relied upon, knew from the first, as well asl
1d be fatal for us to attempt military operations on 5

knew, that it wou
bably, the first week in April.”* L
VA

the coast after, pro
But at last W o arrived (having T€ ly
marched very rapi d Patterson reported
his arrival ab Tampico ied by Twiggs's division .
d Quitman close at hand. he
ed at 130

January 23, with Pillow an

total force of Seott's army Was then estimat

men, including the new volunteers.” ;
On February 19 Seott left the Brazos de Santia!gg#

and arrived off Lobos Island,

o-thirds of the ordnance and ordn2 e

“Perhaps no expedition,’

stopped at Tampico for day,
where he even better than he had ap-
ot northerly gales. L “

all-pox having
Pennsylvania regiments of volunteers,
on the island 50 as 10 give an opportunity
fumigating the ship, and other troops were al
i ival of addition

drilled while w

plies.
be “admirably adapte

intended.” ®

While at anchor at Lobos Island G
atilized the time 1o organize his army-
two divisions of regulars—one ul
Twiggs—while
was to be und
into three brigades,

Shields, respectively-

1 §eott to Marcy, Feb. 28, 1847; ihid., 897.
t. Jan. 24, 1847, and memorandum of Adjutan!

2 Patterson to Scott, Jan.

i ibid., 879.

s The daily events at Lobos Island during the stay of the troops
f a private of a Pennsylvania regiment, will be f

int of view O
in J. Jacob Oswandel's Nofes of the M exican War, 57-63.

_boats had not been heard from. g

eneral Scott ‘
There were
der Worth, the other

the third division, consisting of voiul
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Robe

g xitref:g;ersoré was a merchant of Philadelphia
e ,aalléadwa§ now just fifty-five yearI:s 01& v III'?.
e (;)r in the unfortunate Irish rebelli i
i rought to America as a me i :
. ;1 years old he was given a commlzl(sas'Chﬂfi.
e army near the close of the War of l(1)n 5
o h:,ppear to have seen much fighti '812,
e & war, when his company waf dismbg, y
s atio he affairs of the Philadelphia militi e
B Hee;:gptilrlence to qualify him for the coll?l.m Hs

B , however, been continuously in se .

. since the early summer of 1846, r fving
g o g the new troops, and must hav i
- thget(t)é military routine. P i o

t,heonlyeone :% Ov}(itjlnteer brigadier-generals, Quitm
B o o thus far actually been e’ngaged éIlllils gas
;foo h]r(Ionterey. Gideori1 ?1%1?33 Zﬁictilt i the, capturr:
i : as already fi in thi
i o i :cl)lrz:‘l;erzf,in of the Tennessee dzlegiltlirsg 21(1) ttlills
o convent d(})n Whl(‘:h nominated Polk. Havi :
. brigadig ctedly wgll in that command He cHn
e é-rg:l?(;:rz.ﬂ in July, 1846, and ,was :eaitap-
o h;a, but he saw no active service o
. James elds, the third brigadier—generaluntll
et 10, anfi came to the United State i
ol a...udve practised law and politics at E:nlfn
. 1]n te,ae of the Supreme Court of Illinois d
iy commissioner of the general land ’ ;in .
e en the Democrats came in. H o
gadier-general as of July 1, 1846 an?i“}zlasaj’isp-
) ) € also

- 8aW no acti i
0 active service until he joined Scott

Pillow’s bri i
ow’s brigade consisted of the first and second T
en-

- Tessee, the first

B e and second P y

- 0ne batte ; Pennsylvania regi

e o, G, v

- ; Shi y , Ueorgla, and Alab .

%th:l g';:tﬁ}f one New York and two z}u?nlg?s SRE,
A ennessee had ever been in battle regiments.

~ During the ten days that Scott lay at Lobos Island, chafin
) g




