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people which rises en masse to defend its homes. The aspect of the
city was tranquil; and if the presence of our troops had not given |
a certain martial appearance there would have been nothing to recall
the fact that the nation was sustaining a just war against invading
foreigners.” !

The attacks and taunts of the metropolitan press finally 3

wrought upon the nerves of Santa Anna and his officers f
such an extent that on January 26, 1847, orders for an ad-
vance were actually issued. The immediate occasion for

those orders seems to have been the receipt on the previoag?n{ "
day of an account of the capture of an American detackg‘“f‘

ment, of cavalry at a hacienda known as La Encarnacion,
a place on the road between San Luis and Saltillo, and nearly
fifty miles south of the latter. )
This party was composed of about thirty-five of the Ken:
tucky cavalry, which had joined Taylor after the capture
of Monterey, and about the same number of men of the
Arkansas cavalry, which formed a part of Wool’s brigade.
While in camp at the hacienda the detachment was quietly
surrounded at night by a larger force of Mexican cavalry,
and surrendered early the next morning, January 23, with-
out firing a shot. One man escaped while a prisoner on the -
march southward, and brought back the news of the capture
to Saltillo. g
On Wednesday, January 27, the first of Santa Anna’
infantry started from San Luis on their march of two ht
dred and forty miles to Saltillo. They consisted of a
talion of engineers, three companies of artillery serving
infantry, and a company called the “Irish Volunteers” or
the “Battalion of St. Patrick,” who were in fact desertes

1 Balbontin, Invasion Americana, 58. .

2 The men captured at La Encarnacion numbered six officers and si
privates. A few days later another scouting party of volunteer ca
sisting of two officers and seventeen men, was captured. The prison
all marched to the city of Mexico, and were not released until the
autumn. An account of their adventures was published at Louisville,
tucky, in 1848, in a pamphlet entitled Encarnacion Prisoners, ete.
pendix to this pamphlet contains the report of Major Gaines, comm:
the first detachment captured, which is dated at San Luis Potosf Fe
1847.
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force, pending a descent by Scott upon Vera Cruz, might
naturally have suggested to Santa Anna the urgent impor-
tance of a rapid movement upon Saltillo or Monterey before
the American army could be reinforced from the United
States.!

But whether this information really came into the hands
of Santa Anna is doubtful. Santa Anna in 1849 published an
answer to those who had criticised his march to meet Gen-
eral Taylor. His defence rested upon two assertions. In
the first place, he said he had only been made general in
command of the Army of the North, and therefore had no
1ight to abandon that part of the country in order to oppose
the invasion from the Gulf. In the second place, he said he
was uncertain at the time his march against Taylor was un-
dertaken whether General Scott would land at Vera Cruz
atall. Indeed, he asserted, the information he then had was
that Scott was collecting a large body of troops at Tampico
i order to march thence directly on San Luis Potosf, and
when that city was occupied to advance to the capital.?

. American authors, on the assumption that Santa Anna had
really read the despatches of which the unfortunate Lieuten-
ant Richey was the bearer, have built up a theory of their
own as to the Mexican movements. Santa Anna, it is said,
having discovered from these despatches what the American

- plan was,

upon a campaign equalling in greatness of conception the
st masterly of Frederick’s, and which, had it been successful, would
e placed him high on the roll of the masters of the military art.

4t was to launch his whole force in succession against the two col-

into which our army was now divided, and by one great effort,

e from the soil of Mexico the armies of her invaders. It being

ibtful whether he could reach Vera Cruz in season to resist the land-

 of General Scott’s column, his first movement was of necessity

"General Taylor. Nowhere else could he be so sure of bringing
onderating force to bear upon his enemy.” *

tt, however, thought the effect would be that Santa Anna, on receipt
news, would at once move his army to Vera Cruz.—(Scott to Marcy,
, 1847; H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 876.)

4;1 buen Criterio, 32.
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had been compelled to act promptly and to a considers i.-
extent in the dark. And, he added, 1

.

“I must ask you to abandon Saltillo and to make no detachments,
except for reconnaissances and immediate defence, much beyond Mon-
terey. I know this to be the wish of the Government founded on
reasons in which I concur; among them, that the enemy intends to
operate against small detachments and posts.” !

When Taylor received this letter he was already south of
Saltillo, and in no frame of mind to accept advice from Seott

-n

oy S L I e =t e~ iy, ‘

or anybody else in respect to the movements of the small
body of troops which remained with him.? After comply-"
ing with Scott’s demands, he had only two squadrons of reg-
ular cavalry, four batteries of field artillery (in all six .
guns), one company of regular artillery stationed at the de def ine which 3 L% it its front, as eseen
citadel in Monterey, two regiments of volunteer cavalry | i oW reduced y
(Kentucky and Arkansas), and eight regiments of voluriteer
infantry with two pieces of artillery. Of the volunteers, only
one regiment—Jefferson Davis’s Mississippi Rifles—had ever
been under fire. In addition, three regiments of volunteer
infantry held the river and the line from Monterey to
Camargo.? 3
Until the first of February Taylor himself had remained a6
Monterey, and had then set forward in person for Salti .
Two or three days before, he had received reports from = I : j Scott 1o e )
General Wool giving an account of the capture of the two § 8 position iy ; g ing not only ;iutate Saltillo,
reconnoitring parties from the Kentucky and Arkansas reg Pon volunteer o A f the pernicioys m‘:;or::ll te’tfbut
ments of cavalry, which, Wool stated, was due entirely tod oy o8 . points which we h:::
obedience of orders in failing to maintain pickets or senting  suppl Sy ing thi
Wool also reported that there were nightly alarms of the
approach of the enemy. It was this news that brougt
Taylor to the front. ]
On arriving at Saltillo Taylor found everything quie
The force which made the recent captures, he learned, W
1 Scott to Taylor, Jan. 26, 1847; ibid., 864. See p. 307, sbove.
*Taylor’s letters to Doctor Wood of Jan. 30 and Feb. 9, 1846, are i
with complaints against Scott and Marcy, whom he accuses of intrigue, &
to force him to resign, ete.—(Taylor’s Letiers from the , 83-88.)
m'g;raylox to Adjutant-General, Jan. 26, 1847; H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 &
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troops left in thereat, ==

Taylor’s positio ' The third road, which |
, led to the w i

thus turning it from" '

BUENA VISTA 347
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