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almost every bill, no matter how remote its purpose froz
that of the war, was apt to bring about a discussion u
the question of slavery extension; and in reality, tho :
not always in form, the chief subject of debate was thaaﬁ
Wilmot proviso. e
On January 4, 1847, Preston King, of New York, at-
tempted to obtain leave to introduce in the Senate a
bill appropriating three million dollars, which contained as
one of its clauses the famous proviso. Leave was refused,
but a similar bill was soon after reported in both houses
—on January 19 in the Senate and on January 20 in
House—by the chairmen of the appropriate committ
in which King’s preamble and appropriating clause w
exactly copied, but no allusion was made to the ques
of slavery. It was in the course of the discussion over
bill that Wilmot again offered his proviso as above stat
The proviso was ultimately defeated in both houses. | upon teg
the Senate, the bill as reported from the Commitfee on W& offee ¢ .
Foreign Relations was passed at one o’clock in the mom- ter meag
ing of March 2 by a strict party vote of 29 to 24, Calhe DUz
voting in the affirmative. On the next day, March :
Wilmot again moved his proviso in Committee of the
and it was then carried by a vote of 90 to 80. But w
every succeeding vote in the House the proviso was vo
down. The clause was struck out of the bill in the Ho
by a vote of 102 to 97; a motion to lay the bill on the
table was lost by 87 to 114; and the bill, minus the provi
was passed by a vote of 115 to 81.
The bill as finally passed recited that it was desirab
terminate the existing war upon terms just and hone Se
to both nations; that the President had already given . repeatedly offendeg s nate whom pig
ances to the government of Mexico of his desire to se  loagp, ' 3
questions between the two countries on the most liberal B |
satisfactory terms; and that the President might pos ﬁewﬁimnd?l.m}in’ the :
be able to conclude a treaty of peace if means for that o P ll 1980 . the Biyiyy, Papers,
were at his disposal. It further,recited that “in the ag el 226 House of Representatjyeg
ment of so- many complicated guestions as now e: i ;
tween the two countries, it may possibly happen thab
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the prospects of their favourite.
bers are manifestly well satisfied that it has been

ultra Southern mem
brought forward, because by seizing upon it they hope to array a South-

ern party in favour of their favourite candidate for the Presidency.
There is no patriotism on cither side, & it is a most wicked agitation

that can end in no good and must produce infinite mischief.” *

During the first week in February he
troubled over the delay of Congress in passing the bill for
raising ten additional regiments. Could it have been passed

in December, the

great importance,

military operations in Mexico was already nearly half over.

«1p truth,” he wrote, “faction rules the hour, while principle & pa-
triotism is forgotten. While the Democratic party are thus distracted
and divided and are playing this foolish and suicidal game, the Federal
party are united and never fail to unite with the minority of the Demo-

¢ it who may break off from the body

cratic party, or any faction 0
s postpone and defeat all my measures.

of their party, and thu :
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CHAPTER XL
BUENA VISTA

WaiLe General Taylor had been scatteri
. ylor ttering hi
2011?;:;;;1;3;8(18 of miles in length, General %ani; IX(I)III);OVGI'
- garﬁsogn every available man at San Luis Potosf Wai
‘fantry P G;va,s lcleft at Vera Cruz, and a division o.f in-
i pacer thnera Vasquez was stationed at Tula, in th
e bodig s01f1thwestern corner of Tamaulipas, whilz
o e e e
i . . 3 u iti
(ci:;:gﬁdoczf i};iﬁngarnsogs.with a view to a:slez%)?i‘n:t;is e
ot Aﬁn - ga deqswe blow at the American inva?ir;ny
i $ preli'are.ttlons for an advance went forwardI:s.
R e ik ver;(r1 imited means at his disposal would per:
- ﬁtair:l ammunition were manufactured ancf ali
matémeAma’s fas (I))S B condition for service; yet in spite of Santa
s Ce;rgy 'the work of preparation progressed
e mmissary department could hardly have
el , any more than the medical branch of the
v erz, of course, no wagons for transport and
e fno ents. The press of the capital, howeve
o Sgr(morward movement, and in every n’ote of 4
ol e, o Cm, anfi ridicule they called upon the arII): -
e tapua, in which they had been taking th 4
) 0 go out to meet the invaders. A

] It was noticeable
- B that
' ealm and indifferent. the mass of the people remained

= y th i y

337




