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seizure of church property.

At the same time there was vehement discussion, both in i-,_i:. \

the press and in Congress, as to the power of the secular
government to interfere at all with the property of the
church, either under the Constitution of 1824 or under gen-
eral legal and religious principles affecting the relations of
church and state. Basing their action upon such arguments,
which were set out in voluminous clerical pamphlets, the
ecclesiastical corporations in the city of Mexico refused to

surrender their title-deeds to the government or to give any iﬂ_f 1

information in regard to their investments. The govem=
ment, thereupon seized all the property of the church, with-
out regard to whether its income was devoted to hospitals
and schools or to other purposes, claiming that without
information from the church authorities it was impossible
to make proper classifications.! -
This energetic action was met by an effort of the clerieal
party to drive Farias from power. An effort was even made
in Congress to pass an act declaring him “incapable of gov=
erning,” precisely as had been done eighteen years beforein
the case of President Guerrero. This measure, however,
failed of passage, and the moderate and clerical parties
thereupon proposed to Farias to support him, but only on
condition that he would allow them to organize a new mi
istry and would agree to support whatever measures a ma=
jority of Congress might approve. Farias, however, was
quite devoid of personal ambition. His one object was 0
urge the country forward upon the path of reform—reforn,
in his language and the language of all Mexican radicals,
meaning such a change in the relations of church and state
as would render the former in every way subordinate to the-
latter. &
The obstinacy of Farias in adhering to his plans was mue8
1 A collection of documents, pamphlets, and newspaper comments
affair was published in the city of Mexico in 1847, under the title Despojo

los Bienes Eclesidsticos ; Apuntes Inferesantes para la Historia de la Iglesia ez
cana, from which most of the foregoing account is taken. 1

4 1

ruary 4 seems to have been intended as a partial repeal or-‘ 1y
suspension of the law of January 11 which authorized t]n“ '
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criticised. It was urged that th
- I 1 e law of January 11
prove quite ineffective; that the church properg if i‘;ﬂ:’ﬂag
)

to yield anything at g]]
i - with, would have to pe sold at an enop-

ure ought to be adopted, But Fari

inclined 8 comupromioes as was by no means

An uprigl'lt, conscientious, and
Was not willing to sacrifice prin-

, In whi
strength, would there, be ad
' The mon.th of Febrgaxy s

the government, having t =

. €N possession of some
forming part of the church endowments, wag douﬁ?eiznig

1eceipt of a certain amount of n

| . : ents and interest

gg:a. hea?iut 1F:‘1te. In the month of February the crioslils ?;;nrt;
- Yarias had been for gome time apprehensive

of the city in the absence of

the regular On Feb 5
. ruary 25, 1847, ord
gwven by the government for the removal of one lfzﬁtav{iif

gw » -

dty 118(.510!1&! guard, which wag quartered in the Univer-
street from the National Pal-

e from the centre of the city.

later an order was issued directing this battalion

- o march ¢
by cm?e Support of the troops defending Tuxpan
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deserved national confidence; that the Constitution of 1824 1: . ; g g
should remain in force; that until a new President and Vice ::ulﬁi I;T;‘;ei]:?sg‘;l::z;otgi dﬁsmxssal. from office of Farias
President were elected by the legislatures of the several = mand for the repeal of the | ¢ was urreligious. The de-
states, the executive power should be exercised by the Pregi= ary 4 was also temporaj] 5 gws of Jan
dent of the Supreme Court with the aid of a provisional coun= says a friendly crific why abandoned.
cil to be appointed by that court; and that new deputies B just, described 0 was also an
and senators were to be elected as soon as possible tofom . )
a Congress having constituent powers. The acts of January o us duty with such dignity an ’
11 and February 4, providing for the seizure of chuu:er{_ e fien of his ‘;",‘e‘f‘ies theﬂfselveg? i t(()] ot et
property and the raising of five million dollars, were fo handful of men ofa:;f’ depl"ved Of everyt
be suspended. General Santa Anna was to be considered fal clases of society, sfre::gﬁ :ggaauw,t the
commander-in-chief of the Mexican army.! O o the last extremity, did not for agsaifslte m 6y

A revolution on a small scale at once broke out. Thems= f  Bordidhegive the slightest indication of wmiﬁxt bﬁlefhls i
tional guards, subsidized by the clerical party, attacked the l;’;tbt:ﬁ. ,;"l‘ght break him, but which was uttt;riy im;o:eczf g,"’ ioss

. A ) make

government; while the government was supported by a a&a&& :
remnant of the national guard which had remained faithful Santa Anna, duri ,
and by about eight hundred regulars who had arrived from h his nnf :gnﬁie ﬁ) mmotions, had been ab-
Oaxaca on their way to join the army. Neither party was icati : Sonap
very vigorous, though both burned much powder. The
government forces, indeed, stood principally on the«defen- i " ’
sive. The revolutionary forces, on the other hand, occupied Americans near Salti(ilzhgrtl };Eeh?d fought a battle with the
church towers and other buildings in the neighborhood (ﬁ ~ third of the month, Hehad annWenty-second and twenty-
the Palace, and the troops of both parties, sheltered behind & tory, but it was known ounced the result as g vie-

solid stone-walls, fired ineffectually in all directions, with Southward; and his expected arrival was looked f rd. .
; orward to

small loss to either of the contending parties, but with eon= = by both parties in .
siderable damage to such of the innocent inhabitants a8 = .fmawagtoput ant }éflcf i;lfi(}ilznctog}t(picf)itmn e I}e e
ventured to show themselves in the streets. Meanwhile, icals—polkos and puros ,ie,i .tween clericals and
the great mass of the population of Mexico, as in the reve= ~ him to play the part of a saviou £ e time had come for
lutions of 1839 and 1840, remained perfectly indifferent fo W RORekY
the contest between their masters, Even the cry of 1&
ligion and the harangues of the priests in the suburbs
not serve to interest the populace.
After some days of this sort of casual and unenthusiast | e

firing, the leaders of the revolution decided to change & A€ Policy of their own gove :
ground of their opposition to the government. So mue 3 origin of the war a,ngd v;;xtlll:1 e:l : tht hthPh ot
their plan as contemplated doing away with Congress and espect to its future
the President was abandoned, and it was agreed that the

1 See text of this document in Mézico d través de los Siglos, TV, 631

RS «
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conduct. The Mexican Congress had met on
December 6, 1846. The Congress at Washingfon met on
Monday, December 7, 1846, in a thoroughly unamiable

temper. A large proportion of the members had lost their

geats.! The elections had gone against the administration,
and public sentiment Was expressing itself daily more and
more clearly against & war which the North believed was
being waged for the extension of slavery. 2
The President’s message therefore showed him on t@ %
defensive before the country, and he thought it necessaty
to present a long apology for the administration, in what he
called “a condensed roview” of the injuries the United
States had sustained from Mexico, of the causes which had
Jed to the war, and of its progress since it was begun. P
The United States, he asserted, had neither desired nor
provoked the war. On the contrary, all honorable means
had been resorted to to avert it, although “after years of
endurance of aggravated and unredressed wrongs”’ there
were ample causes of war and the United States might have
appealed to the whole civilized world for the justice of her
cause. Had these wrongs been resented and Te
the first instance, the President believed that war
have been avoided, but one outrage having been peé mitted
to pass with impunity encouraged the perpetration of a-
other. o
The President then recited the proceedings had in the
administrations of Jackson and Van Buren, including e
awards made by the umpire under the treaty of 1839 W
were still partly unpaid; the sign
r 20, 1843, by which provision was made for
certaining and paying other claims; its ratification by
American Senate with amendments; and the fail
Mexico to decide whether it would or would nob
convention with these amendments. -

“In so long suffering Mexico to violate her
obligations, plunder our citizens of their property;

10f 228 members of the House of Representatives in the thirtieth Congré
Jess than 100 had served in the twenty-ninth Congress.

i 4
a-ﬁ'

ANTI-CLERICALISM AND ANTI-SLAVERY 325
persons without affording them an

: : : y redress, we have failed

m ot;e th; nﬁu(:unei which every government owes to i':: getlr:znn:
e a{ﬂr}ﬁi : as been, that many of them have been reduced'
can citizen, which ouglff t?: :))rl:)nték:tlp;{:y'h Tblli s i

all who it i i

jury throughout the world, has afforded no ;utzhfr;lil(:t:;stliﬂ;atltl)d;:;

citizens in Mexico. We had ampl f
before the breaking out of hostilig ; .gause of war against Mexico long

gheTl[l]em‘Poer?img:;ti nexthidlscussed the annexation of Texas to
e séochh,‘ he contended, constituted no just
B o i o exico. Texas, he said, “constituted
United ol e anclent,prgwnce of Louisiana,” and the
-t in Jeffex.'son s time had vigorously asserted ter-
gl Ngle )scs)g]e;dig% Na?l far ?s 'ch((ai Rio Grande. The
)| eces forme

m ns('ave.r been heard of then. “Tl;h%gx?;mvﬁitﬁu;g;
i o parlln byltl.le Florida treaty of 1819, embraced all
- a,x?(,i t(})lv: ;{ ?:né(:agﬂet’l’le :taéte oﬁ Texas between the
i ) . L

qutted, going over substantially the s;x?xge ;rrflulxl::ie:: tr;s
already traversed by Donelson and Buchanan. t

R P .

ﬂg?:w htll::lel zizslllﬁnvtv e;)el:itmued, “Mexico herself has never placed
e aged upon the ground that our army occupied
o ™ ory between the Nueces and the Rio Grande
Satn . rebelllxiixon that. Texas was not in fact an independent.:
B oo us province, was obstinately persevered in; and
e, T 1: gommencmg a war with the United Staté was
B ot . E II\II to restore Mexican authority over the whole
¥ my R e 1\udece.s only, l.mt to the Sabine. In view of the

.A mfw s exico to this effect, I deemed it my duty, as
i o e fmnt9n and d?f-ence, to order our army to occu’p :
o p:jr as a military post, from which our troops CO)l,lld
Y ke any attempted invasion which Mexico might

| The mnb th?t the United States had attempted to
o th); torce was then considered. The Presi-
- ransactions of 1845, including the joint

E= Slgiress to admit Texas to the Union and

of Slidell. So long, said the President, as
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Paredes remained at the head of the government no hape** '
could be cherished of preserving peace with Mexico; and

under these circumstances it had been believed that any

revolution in Mexico founded upon opposition to the ambi=

tious projects of Paredes would tend to promote the cause Nor was anything furt

of peace, as well as to prevent any attempted Europeasn of the war in respect to acquiring Mexi
interference in the affairs of the North American continent, President had indeed beep inclineg o
For this reason the President had thought it wise not fo to make some definite statement o,nutlls

obstruct the return of Santa Anna to Mexico.

an territory, The
reparing his message,
s subject,
S “I had ” T

“Our object was the restoration of peace; and, with that view,ng Congress tiroposed,' h'e noted in his d“{".Y,
reason was perceived why we should take part with Paredes, andaid ig .
him, by means of our blockade, in preventing the return of his rival
to Mexico. On the contrary, it was believed that the intestine di
visions which ordinary sagacity could not but anticipate as the fruit
of Santa Anna’s return to Mexico, and his contest with Paredes, might -
strongly tend to produce a disposition with both parties to restore and
preserve peace with the United States.” tad

The President congratulated the country upon the success
of its military and naval operations and the energy and gl
lantry of both the regular and volunteer officers and soldiers. -
He asserted that the war had not been waged with a view
to conquest, but that it would be vigorously prosecuted
“with a view to obtain an honorable peace, and thereby s
cure ample indemnity for the expenses of the war, as well
as to our much injured citizens, who hold large iary
demands against Mexico.” He recommended again
propriation of two million dollars to facilitate negotia
with Mexico, and an additional loan of twenty-three
ion dollars for the expenses of the war. Other me
such as the imposition of duties upon tea and coffee ‘
economy in making appropriations for all objects not fm been
pensable, were suggested. Finally, he commended to ¢ O, of little impo
early and favorable consideration of Congress the measuf 8 to what were,iflt::lﬁ :E:;npg.red fo
proposed by the Secretary of War for filling up the numbe s i » FIS Objeota o
of the regular army, and for raising.an additional foreet
serve during the war with Mexico.
Nothing was said in the message in regard to the fituré
methods of conducting the war. Although the policy®
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At the bottom of all the violence on the subject of thg ; 1

war was, on the one hand, the rooted objection of the North-
ern states to an extension of slave territory, and, on the
other, the strong feeling of the South that if a limitation
should ever be placed upon the extension of slavery the
South would be doomed. Calhoun, earlier and more clearly
than any other Southern man, perceived the crucial impor
tance of these subjects. Shortly after Congress met he had

a long conversation with the President, in the course of which
he warned the President that if any such restriction as the |

Wilmot proviso were contained in a treaty with Mexico, §

he would be compelled to vote against ratification. Heas §
sented, indeed, to the President’s statement that slavery ©

would probably never exist in the provinces of New Mexico
and California if they were ceded to the United States; buf
he said that though he did not desire to extend slavery, yef,
“if the slavery restriction was put into a Treaty, it would |
involve the principle, and whatever the other provisionsof
the Treaty were, he would vote against it.” ! S
The really vital debates in Congress centred, therefore,

over the Wilmot proviso. Wilmot himself was at first will-~
ing to drop a subject which had caused so much stir atth%fi ]
previous session of Congress. Two days before Chnstmiﬁ, i
he called on the President. B

*“He expressed an entire willingness,” according to the President’s
diary, “to vote for the appropriation without the restriction, ani
he would not again move the restriction, but that if it was mo
others he would feel constrained to vote for it. I told him I dnf[
desire to extend slavery, that I would be satisfied to acquire by Tre
from Mexico the Provinces of New Mexico & the Californias, an
in these Provinces slavery could probably never exist, and the gn
probability was that the question would never arise in the fute
ganization of territorial or State Governments in these terri
told him that slavery was purely a domestic question, and to
the appropriation which had been asked for, so as to require the
dent to insert it in a Treaty with a Foreign Power, was not only
propriate and out of place, but that if such a Treaty were made it
be opposed by every Senator from a slave-holding State, and:

1 Ibid., II, 283.
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and on the eighth of F
ebruy .
while the a4ppropriation bﬂe]u'y b Zeintroduced his provigo,

. secg;iona! Purposes and schepeg
Y this time it hog become ey

. 3 [l 1 . r I . .

® Most momen gy
and the Consequences tg t}, ; X

h consl'fit::;geSt efforts were made to Z‘ilil(liencan Union,
Wilmot provis;O(I,lr 3€hi?fwl} & topic either in the (f)grgosottp (t)II:e
STeat aftention vy . th(;?etPf these efforts, to wbiclf

vident to €very man in Cop-
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gecessary business of the session to

, ﬁiragli)iréz, tltlalt person was greatlyvl(ifiizt?ll{:;.c : g::; U;Ig 4
: re, bu%) threz,wength to C?thoun, pointing out that’ tl?w-
e Wasays of escaping from the difficulties in wh?rﬁ
i ;r;)vol(\ired by reason of the Mexican W:r
il a(; onn.:lent'of the war; the second the;
B i }? efensive line,” holding the country t
e ; out any fu?ther military operationsp;ng
i o gg ;)u§ prosecution of the war “agreeabi t
s e
= ) b m with contempt; :
et
. . s of such a polic i
Bﬁ:ghfr;llzi t(ljlgirt:n; ghat.the Romans bﬁilt Z’vyalilm:cil:si
s }fa built a wall to exclude the Tartars
e t the 'only course open to the Uni .

prosecute this war as wars had been prrltf:ed

indemnity should be obtained from Mexi

a reasonable
the nature and extent of which were proper subjects, In

first instance, for executive consideration.
Calhoun also had a panacea for curing all the ills arisng
from a war which he had never favored. He had always
pathetic belief in the efficacy of ne-

entertained an almost
gotiation with Mexico for settling all controversies, and b

was convinced that the war—which he so much regretted—

would never have oceurred if the President had only had the

wisdom to retain him
he now urge
o new boundary line,

announce that it intended to stand, and the strict Jimitation |

il .
2 =
e

partment. Bu what
overnmentof |

of all warlike effort to & defence of that line. His reasons
for advocating the « defensive line” policy were twofold.
In the first place, he believed that success in the President’s

attempt to attack the heart of Mexico and dictate a peace

to the people of that country was a1l but impossible.

“But there was still a
met—a difficulty more vital than those to which he had allud
Jdifficulty arising out of a division of sentiment which went to
ould these lands be acq

foundation of our Government.
i hose benefit should they enure?

if any were acquired? Tow
they enure to the exclusive benefit of one portion of the Union?
hat appearances 100 well justifi

were told, and he was fearful t
assertion, that all parties in the non-slave-holding portion of the
insisted that they should have the exclusive control of thi

territory.”

ays reflection Calhoun therefore introduc

After some d
really by way of a substitute to Berrien’s resolutions,

series of resolutions of his own,
that the (Constitution gave Congress O right to do any
whatsoever which shoul

of the Union, or by
of their full and equal right in any territory of the Un

States acquired or t0 be acquired.
Benton roughly disposed of Calhoun by saying ™

anybody thought that he (Benton) Was going to 1y ¢

deeper, 2 still more terrific difficulty m“ |

this acquired

d discriminate between the state
which any of them should be deprived

cuted by other nations—to discar

q :

an%v gsilgidoﬁ) 1fihe experience of thedv?rgl%lious i

e z) oy in pa}rt'—representing, no doubt, quite fairl

e ’aJonty qf New England voters—stron 1y

e tin 8 resqlujclon. Then and afterward ngy

e 3 conviction that the policy he advoca;3 (i

il fOved z.ﬂl the. difficulties in which the Americe

iy un 1t_self involved; for if there were no s
e acquired the country would not have l;eevnv

Ject of it; but how far the country generally, or the Whigs

- for that
- for that matter, would have relished a self-denying ordi-

nance which would have excluded Upper California from the

- United St i
g g’f:;iglaz a;1 question Webster did not attempt to
o bk nd his supporters presumably thought it

to press the issu i
. : ue, fmd his resolution
0 fl vote; and with it fell Cass’s an(Iil v(;ilshrcl:l‘;l?: Z:la)n

.
A eme Sll‘Cch hnt.es, 8,11. thl'Ongh the short session, vehe-
: bates ontinued in both houses of CongreQS' for
)




