CHAPTER XXXIX

ANTI-CLERICALISM AND ANTI-SLAVERY
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14, having allowed himself to be persuaded, he arrived at
the city of Mexico, where he was received with great popular
rejoicing and a number of speeches at the palace; but he
refused to accept a dinner which was to be given in his
honor, and took up his residence outside the city at the
Archbishop’s Palace at Tacubaya.

Persisting firmly in his refusal to accept the responsibili-

ties of the government, Santa Anna declared that he would
only remain at the capital long enough to secure supplies
for a campaign. He also announced that he did not mean
to leave a single soldier in the city, as he meant to concen-
trate his whole force at San Luis Potosf, and that he would
insist on the government’s providing three hundred thou-
sand dollars a month for the support of the army. But
while he professed entire detachment from politics, his chief
occupation at Tacubaya, according to the general belief in
Mexico, was the carrying on of intrigues with the various
factions and the encouragement of hostility between them.
His object, it was said, was to push the radical party—the
exallados—to such an extreme that he would be called
upon by the public generally to take over the government
a3 a saviour of society. Salas, who was still acting as Presi-
dent ad interim, was a notoriously weak figure-head, and
Santa Anna’s design was to push forward Farias, the typi-
cal representative of the radical party and the old enemy
of the church.
- The first step was to establish a “ council of government,”
with Farias at its head, which was done by a decree issued
by General Salas on September 20, 1846.! The next step
Was to use Farias as a cat’s-paw to extract from the church
the money needed for the support of the army.

It would obviously have been too dangerous a policy to

affempt, to lay hands at once upon the church’s property,

. '-Nthe government therefore devoted itself ostentatiously

out some substantial contributions, as the news of
! Dublan y Lozano, V, 171.
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Taylor’s march from the Rio Grande to Monterey came m'

o

good season to inflame the patriotism of those who had = |
money to give. Santa Anna himself encouraged the move-
ment by declaring that he personally would advance money
for the support of the army. But the total result of these
appeals was, of course, absurdly inadequate to setting an: #
army in the field, although money enough was actually
raised to enable Santa Anna to march out from the capital
on the twenty-eighth of September at the head of two b= §
gades, for the relief, as he stated, of Monterey. Monterey -r
had fallen three days before. o
On August 29, the day after Santa Anna left the capi-
tal, the official newspaper published a full account of the §
pious and public visit of the commanding general to the
shrine of the Virgin of Guadalupe, whither he had g%-‘
like Dunois partant pour la Syrie, to invoke the protection
of the sacred image in the campaign he was about toun
dertake. From this incident the newspaper deduced the
moral that the clergy ought to pay for the army as well as
pray for it. k.

“The American army,” said the Diario, “is made up of adventures
who have no country, no political or religious ereed, no moral prineiples
or sentiments; for whom there are no priests or magistrates, and f
whom the house of God, the Senate, a drawing-room, a theatre
circus, are all the same. For this reason we think that the ministers
the altar, being specially interested in the present war for the
ervation of our adorable religion, instead of incessantly directing
prayers to the Almighty, ought also to unite with other ci
contributing of their wealth to aid the government in the p
critical circumstances.” !

On the second of October, four days after the Vi
Guadalupe had been invoked, the news of the capi
of Monterey reached the capital. On the same da
eral Salas issued a decree which had evidently been
pared for use some time beforehand. It began by
at great length that the existing war with the United
was for the Mexican nation a question of life or death; &

' Mézico d través de los Siglos, TV, 591. 3
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fortnight’s march they arrived at San Luis. His abandone | .-b"" B o

ment of Saltillo was by Santa Anna’s orders; but why he 1846 v;hich o :ll plan embodied in the decree of Octobe

should have been ordered to evacuate that important poing B vation & cy consisted in requesting the inbabita;tz;
5 0

it is difficult to understand. The movement has been ge«  § e tribute voluntarily the equivalent of g

verely criticised by Mexican writers. , Bt suthori tieswil;lg ﬁ:};ﬁd !ﬁ’:ﬂure, the ingenious minds
> Co

At the same time Santa Anna gave orders for the imme-  § : X upon
diate evacuation of Tampico, which was garrisoned by 1 prmwnggilerét. Pon another and mope
about four thousand men, and orders were sent to all the 8 oot ¢ ed on November 19, 1846, which reci
neighboring states of Mexico to forward reinforcementsto the day u y Oll'ﬁralsmg money, in view of tl;e a o g
San Luis. Works of defence were thrown up about that city, Pon which a battle wo Pproach of
and the troops whom Santa Anna had already collected,
together with the reinforcements as they arrived, were o~
ganized and occasionally drilled, in preparation for a forward

movement.

“The infantry,” wrote an officer, “was exercised by brigades under L k'nplados); that

the command of the respective generals; but I never saw any general ; republic, and
manceuvres even by divisions. The cavalry was drilled only by regi= '
ments. The artillery hardly ever manceuvred, and never fired a blank
shot. The general in command was never present on the field of
manceuvres, so that he was unable to appreciate the respective quali=
ties of the various bodies under his command. On Sundays the troops
went to mass, marched through the city and returned to their quartess,
If any meetings of the principal commanding officers were held to dis=
cuss the operations of the campaign, it was not known nor was it known
whether any plan of campaign had been formed. In none of the corps
were there schools of officers as there should have been.” ! i

The reinforcements which arrived, principally from the o
states of Guanajuato and Jalisco, were badly ar decree, th e i
badly clothed, and completely ignorant of their du
Many of the soldiers, says the author just cited, went
battle without ever having fired off a musket. Buf
Anna, with his accustomed energy and activity, su
in collecting a large body of troops who, if not very effie the efficacy of this measure could be f
were at least capable of making long marches and of sustait= ¥ 2ongress met and wag opened in th ully tested,
ing patiently great fatigues. 3 on Sunday, December g 1846 elﬁ?} i
By the middle of November the moderate sums of mone) o, V,211216, The ot gang 0;0 : Speech
which had been contributed for the army were nearly & ‘ el mef:o and suburbs), and g Jist ;‘fbfiﬁim tho

. g : ; . B Bimilar 1: rying from $20,000
1 Balbontin, Invasion Americana, 55. » : et  Similar Jists, of 920,000 to $200 apiece ;
: _' e of the localiy, " % b€ Prepared in each bishoprig .
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set forth the causes and effects of the revolution of the pres ==
vious August, gave an account of the acts of the government k.
during the four months that had since elapsed, announced
that the national army had been concentrated and organized -
at San Luis Potosi and numbered twenty-three thousand
men, and that it was hoped they would soon meet the Ameri-
can forces, which were advancing toward the interior of the
republic under General Taylor. The national triumph, he==
added, would be a certainty, provided the new representa~

tives of the people should fortify the federal system and =

democratic principles, and provided also they devoted them-

selves to the task of bringing the nation out of the chaos and
absolute disorder in which it had been involved as the re
sult of perpetual revolutions. gy

The first measure which the temporary government urged
upon Congress Was necessarily that of dealing with the finan-

cial situation, for that, in the then condition of Mexicoj =8
dominated everything clse. Almonte, who had become
Secretary of the Treasury, proposed the imposition Of.li;'_'

extraordinary tax upon each of the states and territories,

, in addition to an :mmediate payment 8g= =
gregating six hundred thousand dollars. Congress, however,

L

received the suggestion without enthusiasm, and it adopted

a reply to his proposal, expressing surprise that Congies
after the organ:

should be thus called upon——immediately
gation of the two houses, and before any account had b
rendered of the condition of the Treasury and the ex
ture of the money already collected—to furnish addi

supplies for the campaigh-

«The government,” said the reply of Congress, “in the four mo
of its existence, during which it has
the strictest obligation to provide means—not only for the term
own existence, but also for such a period as might elapse D€

representatives
them effective. . - - Before loading the people, already OpP!
taxes, incl s—the tax of the?l‘

it is necessar
for a year. Congress should not pursue a system of only @

day to day.”

of the country could establish new taxes .
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‘The reply concluded b ing i i
;"(jeiptshaof the goverqmegt ?nx?laidlglfd;{ogfniuon v t}'le
ﬁe:vin b dCi)ingress m_1ght act with full knowledgs ?nses’ 8
gneit vered this rebuke to the govemment.of Salas
Vice.Pr%idént p;?c;aﬁge;ie ;?1 btlllls elcécti(;n of a President ami
e-P . San
:ﬁ:rlx;z of the states (eleYen to nine), iaﬁ relﬁaac,teznyis?(Tan
ol vlvla,s rczﬁlmsco F_]lonaga:“’ His old associate Gmﬁg:
Am’of ¥ c(;s:la;le V1cg—Pres1dent, to the annoya,nce and
- kel rvative elements of society, especially
In accepting his election, Santa Anna in a hi
» . ction, a high-flo
mht:dpglmpgzzlarfatmn .th.at he had not returi;led flzlxlnlzt;i(lt
i o darino fobtz_ulmlg the presidency, but only “to
= o g foreigner who profanes with his presence
e ter toryh of the 'fatherla,nd.” He asserted that
4 thepd the post simply because he wished to pa
mq)ectmmnted . ecision of the constituent Congress Wﬁ)i i
e e nation; that_ he purposed to carry on tﬁ
milrtmy\mch gemtlpqs with which he had been charged 3
, under divine favor, would result in conq%lerinzna

glorious peace; and that when this was accomplished he

“intended

o ]jft:)_ suér:rﬁgr th:: office of President and retire into
iy not, however, then take the oath of
mG:)l:vzi:an:;j’ being thgs left to himself by Santa Ann
iy tri?;al ness to raise money by means of the seizuf(;
_ property, a course to which his thoughts

. ?* . . .
- Datwrally inclined. His first insp
e : first, step was to cause inspi
| atticle to be published in the Diario Oficial ofaI]l)ecemI{)Z(li'

exercised absolute powers was B

ﬂ .nl W . R
oL, which, after insisting upon the necessity of obtain-

8 t means for carrying on the government, and

after referrin 4
i attent,igo Iiiowzzlsmolrllte s proposed special tax upon the
e called to the propriety of contributions
B f e measure proposed in the decree of
, or raising money by means of drafts drawn

1 México d través d. ]
: e los Siglos, IV, 600.
Decree of Dec. 23, 1846; Dublan y Lozano, V, 238
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e
upon the clergy, it was said, had proved a melancholy fail |
ure. Every possible means had been taken by the ecclesi-
astical authorities to postpone a definite settlement of the
affair, but it was to be regretted that the patriotism of the — §
venerable clergy had not been exhibited on this occasion,
and the bishops were therefore now urged to make some
sacrifice for the country, in view of the great dangers which
threatened “our religion, our independence, and our liberty.”
This very broad hint produced no results, and the govern-
ment within the week proposed to Congress the forcible
seizure of the endowments of the church. The proposal,
as was to be expected, was bitterly resisted; but the necessi-
ties of the country were so obvious, and the government of
the day was so strong, that after a continuous session of
nearly three days and three nights—lasting from the seventh
of January, 1847, until the morning of the tenth of that &
month—a bill was passed authorizing the government to
raise fifteen million dollars by mortgage or sale of church ~ §
property for the purpose of carrying on the war with the
United States. It was approved by Farias, and becamea
law on the eleventh of January. Y Janug :
This statute, in the most general terms, authorized the ' “Long live I{Z’Ii;%nlr)gop f‘eDran about the °
government to seize any church endowments at any time : own with the
during the continuance of the war, but with certain exeep-
tions. The property excepted was that used for the support
of hospitals, almshouses, schools, and other similar institu=
tions; benefices created by gift, in which the right of n:
ination resided in individuals; the sacred vessels, vestments,
and other objects indispensable for worship; and the pr P Sess, XX . XT £ ck noon. The egi
erty of nunneries to an amount equal to six thousand ¢ S a3 el gy i LT to
lars for each of the nuns. The proceeds of seizures were
to be applied to any other object than that of carryi
.the war, and one million dollars out of the fifteen m
expended in the purchase of arms, one-half of which
to be given to the frontier states and the balance
other states.!
Instantly upon the passage of this law the chapter of ¢
1 Law of Jan. 11, 1847; ibid., 246-252. 5
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rumored that they would not be reopened for an indefinite
period. A note in a very peremptory tone was thereupon
addressed by the government to the authorities of the Cathe-
dral, stating that the government had been given to under-
stand that the chapter was exciting the people to rebellion
by issuing disrespectful protests and by closing the Cathe-
dral; and that if the Cathedral was not opened at the cus-
tomary hours, and if public tranquillity was disturbed, the
government would find itself compelled to take repressive
measures which would be as severe and as efficacious a5
circumstances might demand. The Cathedral was opened.
On the following day the government made preparations
to take possession at once of ten million dollars’ worth of -
church property in the bishopries of Mexico, Puebla, Gua-
dalajara, Michoacan, Oaxaca, and Durango, deferring the
raising of the additional five millions from property in the
provinces, until further information could be obtained®
But though it was easy for the government to issue decrees =
for seizing the property, it was difficult to take actual pos=
session; for many of those who were appointed commis
sioners to effect the seizure declined, under one pretextor
another, to serve. g J\
While the government was thus trying to get the law
executed, new embarrassments arose from the attitude of
Santa Anna. It was his urgency which had induced the
government to adopt extreme measures. He had ums
doubtedly given Farias to understand that he would sup=
port a measure for seizing ecclesiastical endowments.
had written, immediately on receiving information of
passage of the law, that it would save the country, th
was eminently patriotic, that the representatives who
voted for it had deserved well of the country, that ther
had been received by his troops with loud and enth
cheers, and that the measure must be carried into
with exactness and promptitude. But when Santa Anns
learned of the violence of the clerical opposition he wrote
again, on January 26, from San Luis Potosf, that he We
1 Decree of Jan. 15, 1847; Dublan y Lozano, V, 248. ¢

to renew the discuss
their efforts was the passage of another |

to raise forthwith f
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'inf.ormed tl.le law had produced no resul
universal discontent. He was also info

ml; :*a:uﬁgar(ﬁd a:)s the author of the measure—thig
. Orship being based upon certain pri
let.tem. which had been .pub'h'shed. He expressed I)s?r‘;)?;

' pubhca-tlon of his private letters, and

t except an almost
rmed, he said, that

his name should not have been used in passing the act. T}
result:, a;:s he chose to regard it, was that his “unn.reari §
ene:;lﬁs WEre now asserting that the gt had been dravsn
up itsgggestlox}, and that it was to be enforced simply
tllalmcmt xcose received hlg approval. He therefore he ed

ngress would modify the Jaw if any other m%ins

He also took ocea-

ged to Spanish mere
ta Anna encouraged the clerjcal party

This protest of San
lon in Congress. The first result of

- _ aw, on February 4,
y Which gave the government “extraordinary po;gs”

of any property exempted

fJ
tions seemed to make the l::lwnu°ary s




