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for several years stationed at West Point as instructor of =

tactics, and had subsequently
vliet arsenal. He had distinguished himself by some eXCEP= :

tional successes in the Seminole war. His reputation in
the army was that of a brave and gallant soldier, but im-
petuous, irritable, wanting in self-control, and of poor

judgment.
While the army was first encamped opposite Matamoros
i0os and Worth, the

in April a dispute arose between Twiggs
former being the senior in lineal rank and the latter holding

a higher brevet title. Worth declined to serve under Twiggs,
went to Washington, d his resignation. Hardly
had he done so, when the news arrived of the capture of
Thornton and his dragoons, and Worth at once asked and

obtained permission 10 withdraw his resignation and %
rejoin Taylo f course missed the battles of

May 8 an assist in organizing the
army, and d Monterey, 8

he took the lead in almost every

war.

The division of volunteers und

0. Butler was di ided into two brigades—the first, under

Brigadier—General Hamer, consisting of the first Kentucky =

and the first Ohio e i

General Quitman, consisting

Mississippi rifle regiment.
Cieneral Butler's only military

unteer in the War of 1812, when

the inglorious campaign Which termina

Raisin. He was, however, exchanged in time

Jackson at the battle of New Orleans. For more than thirty

of the first Tennessee and the

years after th
ities in the state of
in 1846 was a rewar

Ohio, and his appointment 0 the mw: ¥

William L. Hamer was & Democratic member of Cong;ﬁ;

8 friends‘ i

whose abilities were highly thought of by hi
cuous Mé

neighbors, but who had never made any conspi
in public life. The most notable act of his

commanded at the Water- ‘

uringthe |

er Major-General William §

giments; the second, under Brigadier |

ot time he practised 1aw and Democratic pok |

d for political services. % |

career wad |
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his nomination of Ul
e ysses S. Grant as a cadet at West
John A. Qui
. th%mﬁlfﬂa.n has already figured in this histo
B o 1attzmsmppl volunteers who went to Tg i
e cé e e het(;1 :z:lke part in the battle of San Jac?rslti)n
e been practising law near Natch .
il rigadier-general of Mississippi militi nd
v 1841:3nsuzcessful candidate for the United aé,tatl::
e n(; - peal:t fI‘OII'l his march to Texas in IBJS36
B cperience in the practice of the art of
The T ivisi
Hendersozxa:hedlmxon, under Major-General J. Pinckn
 uire ; f governor of the state, consisted of th -
iy h&g Texgs mounted volunteers, or i
Thea.s re-enlisted. : SN
R Iégzilgrs of the regulars and volunteers amounted
‘ . ee thousand men each, or ab i -
oy , or about six thousand
Tayl i
yosréaia;&mfg thus arranged for the advance from C
mgotem be; b tﬁz tthe 1i"frc;lnt and reached Cerralvo on Sea-
A 7 welfth of that mo a»
. : nth the
diViai((:zn(1,;3111trated.there with one brigade of Ii';igs’aul\?rltmops
& the, Te remainder of the infantry were on the0 oo
- é};zn my(;unte(z1 troops were following a rolzzr(i)h,
ereyta, an 101 4
. , and were to rejoin the i
he};fco rfl};;)(;'tedbto Washington that the ene;r;nzv:g iadmn
- (zlra le force at Monterey and might give b S
o ’f rzn tha!; Sax}ta Anna himself was said %(l)vZe =
e healtllln the interior and was expected in a few d o
o a;fp :::c l;ainrm};,;l’ Taylor added, “is much ?1‘1&
F g e m . . . 3
l'ngogl‘laelit condition for servic(:.l’r’ltsm’ S
s fm;:n elll\lllbert,eu the army was at Marin, twenty-f
e onterey, where it was joined by the ’31"60111'
- psl. The advance had been constantly in six?lltl;
v:‘lmg‘ﬂm&meg ;f disease in the following December :
w jutant-General, Sept. 3, 1846; H. R..Doc 60, 30 Cong., 1
. 60, g., 1 sess,,
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Same to same, Sept. 12, 1846; ibid., 421
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¥

of Torrejon’s cavalry, who, however, made no attempt to 3

cut off communications and retired, except at Ramos, where |

«g trifling affair took place between MecCulloch’s ranges

and the enemy’s rear guard.” Vague reports of Santa Anna’s
advance with reinforcements were still received from time
to time; but Taylor even yet thought it doubtful whether

Ampudia would attempt to hold Monterey. He believed -
that the regular
thousand men, eked out perhaps to six thousand by volun-
teers, “many of them forced.” “Iam gratified to state thaf

our own force,” he continued, “is in excellent condition fully ™

repared for the most active and arduous service.” !

On the eighteenth of September the
from Marin, and on the next morning encamped before
Monterey in a place known by the Mexicans as the wood of
Santo Domingo, but called by the American soldiers the
Walnut Springs. This camp was three miles northeasterly
from Monterey, and was the nearest suitable position. By =
the time the camp was established it
that the enemy occupied the town in force,
greatly to its strength by fortifying the approaches and the
commanding heights; and it had thus become evident that =
a vigorous resistance was to be expected.?

The city of Monterey lies fifteen hundred feet
sea on the northerly bank of the
San Juan River,
sudden freshets,

above the
Santa Catarina, or Little

an erratic mountain stream capable o
rising west of the city, and emptying ulti-
mately into the San Juan, which comes into the Rio Grande

The site of the city is upon a plain open 0"
three sides being surrounded by mo I
tains which rise abruptly and attain a considerable height: -
Looking from the camp of the American troops to the
left, or southeast, the most striking feature of the landscape
is the picturesque peak known as the Silla—the Mexican =
saddle—which rises high above the other mountains of the

at Camargo.
the north, the other

1 Same to same, Sept. 17, 1846; ibid., 422,

2 An interesting account of the march from Camargo to Monterey will HQ{r ﬁ::

found in Meade, I, 124-131. g

Mexican force was small—about thres

entire army marched 1

had been discovered
and had added §
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m. All alf)ng the southern horizon the lower moun-
tains show their outlines—volcanic, contorted, and fantasti-
cally weathered by violent showers in a climate where no
frost ever penetrates the ground. Over the town itself—
flat-roofed and Oriental in aspect—towers the ancient
Gathedral.. Farther away, and to the west of the city, rises
to 13he height of six or seven hundred feet above the, lain
an isolated and rather conspicuous hill, then known ag the
Loma de Independencia, upon the eastern slope of which
stands tl%e _a,bandoned Bishop’s Palace, a solid and ornate
stone building surmounted by a dome, and looking more
]ikfnalgx;atlavfhurch than a residence.!
Monterey contained a population of ten
;housand inhabitants. Like most pMexica,n towngr f:v 3‘;:,
regularly laid out, with rather narrow, straight’streets
generally running toward the cardinal points of the com-
- pass. The life of the city centred in its southeastern
quarter not, far from the river, about the great plaza, on
thg easterl_y side of which stood the Cathedral and on’ the
westerly side the Palacio Municipal. Immediately on the
fmher, or western, side of the Palacio Municipal was an-
other smaller plaza, from the north and south sides of which

- wo streets proceeded westerly, uniting shortly beyond.

~ Thence the street ran still w
| . esterly to a large open space
:ﬂ;e centre of which was at that time occupied by all)iemsgter}:
surrounded by stout stone-walls. West of the cemetery

~ the street diverged toward the river, and, passing between

the site of the Bishop’ i

th p’s Palace and th

hlgh-road e e river, became the
Hasty efforts to fortify the approaches to the town had

. gbegun almost immediately after the retreat of the
k" ican troops from Matamoros, and by the middle of

.daléer & number of guns were in position, affording
le obstacles to an attacking force. Directly north

town, upon the open plain, was the citadel, to which

y
)
tB! hls d%t«h, mn 1;%. It 18 Sald bO have had a ﬁne g&lden about it

cost of maintenance of i :
‘been enormous, e of such an establishment on that stony hill must
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the American soldiers gave the name of the Black Fort. It
was a small, square, bastioned work, with dry ditches and
embrasures for thirty-four guns. There were, however, =
only ten or twelve guns mounted, of which the largest were
eighteen-pounders. 8
Upon the top of the Loma de Independencia, above the
Bishop’s Palace, was 2 small intrenchment with two or
three guns; and on the south side of the river, on the foot~
hills, were other defences to protect the western approaches %
to the city. These foot-hills rise rather sharply from the
river, but are considerably lower than the Loma de Tnde-
pendencia; and upon them, nearly opposite the Bishops
Palace, and commanding the Qaltillo road as it emerged
from the city, were tWo small one-gun batteries, known, -
respectively, s the Federacion and the Soldado. 3
Such were the external defences, but in the city itself; o
just at its edge, there were other works. The street lead=
ing north from the main plaza and the ('athedral crossed @
small stream known as the Tenerfa (tannery) brook, which:
rose from springs in the middle of the town, and, flowi
casterly, joined the river at a northerly bend some dista
below the town. The south side of the brook was lined
detached houses, and breastworks for infantry had 2
been constructed at intervals along the bank. Barrics
across the streets on the northerly side of the brook, B
where it was crossed by stone bridges, formed a suffi€
téte de pont. The brook, with its houses, breastworks,
téte de pont, together with the citadel, were relied on
protect the northerly approach.

At the easterly end of the town three small lunettes
redoubts with open gOTges had been constructed. 4
first, known as the Tenerfa, mounting four guns, was I
very far from the junction of the brook and the Tiver.
number of stragghing houses between this redoubt an
bridge-head, which might have been occupied by the
fenders, subsequently afforded cover for the assailants.
work was not entirely finished, and the ground in
it was not cleared—a corn-field, and some trees and cac
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plants, besides a few huts, furnishing some slight cover for
skirmishers.

The second redoubt, known as the Diablo, was on the
southerly side of the brook, higher up the stream and be-
tween it and the river. The third, known as the Libertad,
stood close to the houses near the river, and not more than
about three hundred yards from the Cathedral. Each of
these two redoubts mounted three or four pieces of artillery.

In addition to the batteries, the streets leading to the
plaza were barricaded by heavy masonry walls with em-
brasures for one or more guns, in most instances supported
by cross batteries.

In the course of years Monterey has grown from being
the centre of an agricultural district into a large and thriv-
ling manufacturing city of eighty-five or ninety thousand
inhabitants. The brook which once flowed along the north-
ern edge of the city may still be traced, although the thickly
settled area has now extended far beyond the ancient north-
erly boundary, but the site of the citadel, not far from
the great penitentiary, is now wholly occupied by houses.
The Bishop's Palace, defaced by time and shattered by many
attacks from American, French, and Mexican assailants,
alone remains to mark the scenes of actual fighting in Sep-
tember, 1846,

Taylor’s first care after arriving at the wood of Santo
Domingo was to order a close reconnoissance by the engi-
neer officers under Major Mansfield. This examination de-
veloped the position of the enemy’s works and proved to
Taylor’s satisfaction the entire practicability of throwing
forward a column to the Saltillo road, to the west of the
city, thus turning the position and intercepting the rein-
forcements and supplies which rumor declared were on the
Way. Orders were accordingly given to General Worth to
march next day with the second division of regulars, accom-
panied by Hays's regiment of Texan mounted troops, to
9teupy a position on the Saltillo road and to carry the en-
emy’s detached works in that quarter wherever practicable.
- Worth took up his march at two o’clock on the afternoon
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b
of Sunday, the twentieth of September, but was greatly
delayed because of the necessity of making the route practi- ! |
cable for artillery. By six o’clock in the evening he had
advanced only six miles, and he halted for the night north |
of and just out of range of the battery at the summit of |
the Independencia hill. Detachments of the Texan cay=
alry were then sent forward to reconnoitre the position ag
far as the Saltillo road. =

“This examination,” said Worth in his report, “resulted in the con §
viction that the ground in our front and on our left, in advance, con= §

stituted at the same time the weak and the strong points of the enemy"i’l

position and entered mainly into the defences of the city—the weak
point, because commanding the only lines of retreat and of supplyin = §

the direction of Saltillo, and controlling that in the direction of Pes-
queria Grande; the strong point, because of the peculiarly defenm&
character of the hills and gorges, and of the very careful and skilful
manner with which they had been fortified and guarded.” 8

On the next morning, Monday, the twenty-first, the di=

vision was put in motion, and at six o’clock the advance= "

consisting of Hays’s Texans, supported by a part of thein
fantry and closely followed by a battery of light a
—on turning an angle of the mountain came upon a strong
force of cavalry and infantry, mostly the former. The:
Mexicans charged, but the American force held its ground;
and the combat lasted only fifteen minutes. The Mexi
then retired in disorder upon the Saltillo road, being el
pursued by Worth until he got possession of the gorge v
all the roads from Monterey to Saltillo united. At
point the division was halted; but it was soon discoy
that the troops were within effective range of the Mexical
batteries, and they were moved half a mile further wes:
on the Saltillo road. 9
Worth by this time was convinced that any effe
operations against the city were impracticable unles
was possessed of the exterior batteries, and moreover
the occupation of the heights was indispensable to t
toration of his line of communication with head-q
Accordingly, at noon of the twenty-first, a force consistilf

L -
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of four companies of the artille i i
: : ry battalion and six com-
panies of Texans—in a]l about three hundred eﬂecti\fezli
was detached tq storm the batteries on the crest of the hills
on thsl smg;h Elde'otf-;he river. The river though rapid
was only about waist-deep, and the America, i ,
it, under a noisy but ineffectual fire g

As they approached the bas

;:e ,sent to Vtrupport the
i says Worth, “the fire became penera] t
gradually yleld{ng and retiring up the ngxgged &ec?iiif; tZ::c}i’
our men steadily pursuing.” - Further support appearin
necessary, the fifth regiment and Blanchard’s company o%
S volgnteers were (!etached, accompanied by Gen-
. F. Smith, who was nstructed to take command
’!‘he moment thfa American troops gained the sumn;it
which they did with little or no loss, the Mexicans fing
and, having thus carried the first point of attack Smit};
E:Jmptly turned. the captured gun upon the secc;nd and
BefVanced to participate in the assault of the further batte
or; he could reach it, it had been carried with mmﬂlg.,r
m ed{a tl;llle Texans, and the guns of both batteries were
grdl;rought to bear upon the Bishops Palace, six
£ vio{ent Stz(z):'v;;]y;3 Byd this time.m'ght was closing in
e nsued. Operations for the day then

At tilree o’clock in the '
. morning of Tuesday, the twenty-
second, g, étiitxormm,t_.; party was formed to attack the Bishop}’,s
companies of regulars with two hundred Texan

Tiflemen constituted the party. They scram

western face of the hill without being di
day, when they had reached a point within about,
yards of the crest of the hill, in which posi-

‘m .a‘bOfiy of the enemy had been stationed the previous
i 10 apparent anticipation of attack. The Mexican
i e 8ave the alarm and fell back, but their fire was
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ineffectual and was not returned until the American troops
had reached within a few yards of the summit, “when g
well-directed and destructive fire, followed by the bayonef
of the regulars and rush of the Texans, placed us in posses-
sion of the work,” which was the small battery placed on
the top of the hill, from which, however, the cannon had

been previously withdrawn. ;
There still remained to be taken the Bishop’s Palace,

a strong building upon which no impression could be made

i¥

without artillery. Accordingly a twelve-pound howitzer was
painfully dragged up the hill, about seven hundred feef
high, and opened fire upon the Palace at a distance of four

hundred yards. Meanwhile most of the American troops

who had taken the heights on the south side of the river

were brought over to take part in the coming operations.

By this time Ampudia thought it necessary to reinforce
the men in the Palace, who were becoming restive under the
artillery fire. A heavy sortie from the Palace, sustained by
a strong corps of cavalry, was then made. The American
troops had been drawn up in anticipation of such an at
“the enemy advanced boldly; was repulsed by one ge
discharge from all arms; fled in confusion, closely p
by Childs and Hays, preceded by the light troops under
Vinton; and, while they fled past, our troops entered the
palace and fort.” The captured guns, four in number
together with the two American field-batteries which now
came up at a gallop, fired on the retreating and confuse
masses of Mexicans that filled the street leading to the near
est plaza, inflicting heavy loss. X

Worth, therefore, by Tuesday afternoon had accomplishet:
the object of investing the city on the western side. Wit
the exception of the force necessary to hold the summit of
the hills and serve the guns, the division was concentrated
around the Palace, and preparation was made to assaulf the
city on the following day. .

About ten o’clock in the morning of Wednesday a heavy
fire was heard on the opposite side of the city, which lé€
Worth to the conclusion that General Taylor was conduct
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ing an attack at that end, although no i i
Taylf)l' .had as yet reached Worth’sg divisiolrlionll}it(;zg tflll‘gsm
convictions, Worth's troops were ordered to begin the o ;
ation which he had first designed to execute in part at nipl(i:-
Two c?lu{nnS of attack were organized to move alon gthe;
two principal streets leading easterly from the Bisho ’sg Pal-
ace toward the Cathedral, with instructions to press tl':)rward
to the first plaza (the cemetery) and get hold of the ends
of streets beyond, and then to enter the buildigs, break
through the walls,.and work from house to house and,ascend
the roofs. The light artillery was to follow at intervals
covgred by. reserves to guard the pieces and to afford ro:
’Itg{jt:oi :fa‘linst plt‘)obabl.e.enterprises of cavalry from the Il::ft
one selzin i '
everycmss_str‘m:y g and commanding the head of
As Worth's division advanced in the afterno
centre of the city they found the streets strong?; t?::vr?crgdg(lie

“
uomlt?f hlii:rangements of defence,” he reported, “gave to our opera
moment a complicated character, demand; -
g 2 nding much
::d we};mutlon, but the vyork went on steadily, simultmg]eouscly :1!.;
E fi;- 1?bott}1]t the time our assault commenced the fire ceased
CéIn the opposite quarter. Disengaged o i
' : n th
au‘menemy w:z:d elr)mbled to shift men and guns fogour quarfizl? D;S;i;
manifested by an accumulation of fire. At dark ,
; we had w
Mthmufl)utgelwal!s and floors and reached to within one block (:)fﬂ:ﬁg
- e}et:iawng a covex:ed Way in our rear; carried a large building
'hlch. g over the principal defences, and during the night and
mmm_g orning crowned the roof with two howitzers and a 6-pounder,
i were now prepared to renew the assault at dawn of day wher;
Was sent in asking a Imomentary suspension of fire,” !

While Worth was thus successfully carrying the various

- Pomts of defence on the westerly side of the city, the Ameri-

tan trc(;ops ;vere meeting with a very much more severe re-
Sistance, an suﬁenpg a far greater loss at the easterly end.
his march at two o’clock in the afternoon

ol and it Wwas soon perceived from the American
W-q» quarters that reinforcements were being sent toward

* lwmh:s Re
B aleo By 20T Sept. 28, 1846; H. R. Doe
Seealso Reid, 149155 181-194; Meade,1, 132-'1;'4’.'7.2 100 e, A




