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CHAPTER XXXVII

MONTEREY

OeNErAL TAYLOR, awaiting reinforcements and supplies
at Matamoros, was very soon extremely embarrassed by the
excited patriotism which sent him many more men than he
could properly use. What he needed, more than men, were
supplies and means of transportation.

“The volunteer force ordered to report to me here is much greater
than I can possibly employ—at any rate in the first instance; the influx
of twelve-months volunteers has even impeded my forward movement

by engrossing all the resources of the quartermaster’s department to
land them and transport them to healthy positions.”

His first embarrassment had come through the foolish ac-
tivities of General Gaines, who still commanded the western
division, with head-quarters at New Orleans, and who was
again, as in 1836, busy issuing calls for volunteers, without
authority and upon the strength of newspaper reports.
Already in the summer of 1845 he had credited an absurd
newspaper rumor to the effect that Taylor was likely to be
attacked at Corpus Christi; and without a shadow of legal
authority he had called upon the governor of Louisiana for
two regiments of infantry and two companies of artillery
as'reinforcements. The governor, without stopping to in-
quire what right Gaines had to call for volunteers, furnished
the troops. The two infantry regiments did not start, as

-~ the War Department interfered in time; but the two ar-

tiller}t companies were actually sent to Taylor and were
kept in his camp at Corpus Christi for several weeks. But

*Taylor to Polk, Aug. 1, 1846; H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 337.
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Gaines, though sharply reprimanded by the Secretary of MONTEREY
War, was incapable of learning wisdom.!

The news of the capture of Captain Thornton’s detach-
ment of dragoons reached New Orleans on the second of
May, 1846. Gaines, of course, jumped to the conclusion
that Taylor was in desperate straits, and at once began
issuing orders right and left to all sorts of persons—gov=
ernors of states and others—requesting them to raise per
fectly indefinite numbers of troops and despatch them
to Texas. So far as the War Department could ascertain,
the volunteer force thus called for might exceed twelve
thousand men. b

Gaines's high rank in the army naturally gave weight to
his requisitions, and the persons who received them appar"
ently assumed that he was acting under orders from the
United States government. The government, however,
after its previous experience with Gaines, had very care
fully abstained from authorizing him to call for troops, and™
for the third time, as in 1836 and 1845, found itself much
embarrassed by the situation which he had created. The
difficulty was solved by notifying the governors of Ken-
tucky and Tennessee that they were not to comply with
Gaines’s calls, while at the same time the governors of Als=
bama, Mississippi, and Missouri were notified that his call§
would be recognized, but only to the extent to which they
had already been complied with.?

Gaines was also relieved from command and ordered fo rvice | ' i
Washington. A court of inquiry upon his conduct found . m Y D€ retained i
that Gegltlgral Gaines was guilty of violating orders and =i " The men why :V?r?:uthey decided Voluntarily
acting illegally in several instances; but the court recoms % M 3, 1846, were of cf))seq uenﬂ-y enlisted undey
mended that in consideration of his Jong service, and ¢ , d urse enlisted for tyelye
patriotism and purity of his motives, no further proceeds P voluntee
in d be had in his case. e ] ' TS were the
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1 See Sen. Doc. 378, 29 Cong,, 1 sess., 35-48. General Scott at that fime
indorsed upon one of Gaines’s reports the cheerful comment that it W
charitable to suppose his irregularities arose mainly from insanity or dotage
—(Ibid., 47.) A o , :

* Memorandum of the militia or volunteer force recently called, ete.; #idy G to v 1845

» Ibid., 58, SR iy P26, 1846, TR D, g 2o 13 1846;
4 E aylor, Aug, 3, 1846; ,7,,-;," 316,
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came & compan I The Louisiana three
months’ men, a8 they arrived, were formed into & brigade

under General Qmith, and were encamped opposite Mata-

moros; and there they remained until carly in August, when
they were sent

back to New Orleans to be mustered oub:
of the service. (ieneral Smit

Taylor therefore asked permi

him a command; and, although not & goldier

he proved & useful officer.”
Of the Texas three months’ men only & part were actually
raised. Taylor had asked for two regiments of infantry;
but only one was sent to the front, under the command of

Albert Sidney Johnston, a native of Kentucky and 2

uate of West Point. He had resigned from the United
States army in 1834. In 1837 he went to Texas, joined the
Texan army, became SQecretary of War under Lamar, Was=
engaged for some time in fighting Indians, and finally retired
from public life owing to controversies With Houston.
With the exception of a single company, Johnston's Tegi
ment declined to re-enlist at the close of their three months,
and were sent home without having seen any active servicé:
Johnston was much disappointed, and Taylor, who had |
known him in the army in previous years, made him =
spector-genera.l of volunteers.

The two Texan regiments
d one in the western part of

raised, one in the eastern an
1t companies of Texan ranges

the state. Some independer

which had been attached to Taylor's army while he wasaé |
Corpus Christi, and had rendered useful service near Matae-
moros, were incorporat i
under Colonel John C. Hays, who ha
as a successful Indian fighter.

under command of Colonel George i

ments, with substantial unanimity, re-e 0%
of their first three months’ service, General Taylor heing
g
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y from Mobile.

h, however, desired to remain.

«sion to retain him and give
by profession, =

1 Taylor to Adjutant-General, May 24, 1846; ibid., 301.

2 Thid., 317-320. He was later

rifles, authorized by the act of May 19, 1846. ,

of mounted volunteers Were |

ed with the western Texas reglmm
d a great reputation |

appointed colonel of the regimmtof -w*“ =
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jall d i
gzcm h{ ;ﬁ:ll?iui e’co retain them, as he felt that with
i much too weak in cavalry when he ﬁ0 .
Early in June, 1846, the twel ®
ik , 1846, welve months’ vo
x J‘ﬂyg,; ﬂ;lsiitlggovlsland, and from thenhllxrxll?'lller:hbegan
el With’ they lfept Foming in constantly incr: eind
B o fri II(iJ\cAelptlon of two regiments, one ?::)ng
a:l(} neiro Baltimore, the trigg?i,e:englla% battalio;:l s ?;
A . ; 0P rom the Mississippi
. %e);’ Mil:s?ésii)l;)?a;sc’l %Jl(l)llrlliqs, MissG()uri, Kenitﬁgsffll‘ggl
e , and Louisiana. rim-vi ;
oﬂicemxtze;llé etro glsesiz citizen soldiers and theiiaigneg\ v:';‘ 2
e eas}; heroic aspect. The shi}))s E’I;Seg
e ,and fho them 'sailing vessels, were gre t(;
e se;,.sickne ere was indescribable suffering ffj .
e dss.? When, after periods varyinfé from
e 3}5 at sea, they reached their dest'om
e undred and seventy-five miles n 'lina-
- whit’e e n}d sia,vvivt hnothlng.but a barren waste (:ftd v
i )U out a single blade of vegetationatz-
R W(;re I;on S}lese burning sands the troops w .
s e i% nrer y k.ept waiting through lon suere
m:lund vl ;; agepé):f:gfg tot send river steam%bo:tl;
e o to trans i
£ é) um}')t;rg ai:) t;}-le t{n(;luth of the Rio Grangl): rlgi\t/}é?r :’J\C’(;lres |
i ott e army,_a.fter greater or less. dela, .
ol beachp 3; a,dransportatlon, the men were marchyfi’
el and’th ed the shallow Boca Chica, mar hed
B poi;u; 3 ence up to various places scatt’ered a(i “
it thppos1te Burrita to a point opposite M -
The’ o lcrey were permanently encamped A
oy Wﬂder(;l:; the mouth of the river waé through
o a'sr,ldsglange ar}d picturesque to N ort%eri
e 1;3 Spanish bayonet dotted the o
b Orses were seen running ove I;flﬂ
S gees; ednumerous lagoons and ponds swaiﬁ i
fr an. ducks and the red-winged flami .
ylor to Adjutant-General, Aug. 31, 1846; ibid., 322 it
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and the dense chaparral everywhere closed the backs

ground.
The rainy season had only just begun, and the sufferings
of the troops from heat and unaccustomed marching were

greatly increased by almost incessant wet weather.
camp,’ Wrote one coldier, “which was near the river bank,

was soon ankle-deep in mud; the heavy rain continued to fall

incessantly;
with any degree 0 ankets
i d day."!

were thoroughly 8

The rain, however, afforded one advantage, as the river

risen to an immense height, and it Was reported by the in-

habitants that for many years such a freshet had not been
w stream was rende

known. Asa result, the usually shallo
as extremely swifb and

more navigable, though the current W
the river steam-boats tound difficulty in ascending the Tiver:
b impracticable.

An advance by land was almos
- cumstances it 18 not surprising thab the

from sickness, which was par

ticularly marked :n the case of the men who had been sud=
denly transported from north of the Ohio River to a low
latitude in the middle of summer. The volunteer Surgeos
were not always men of education Or experience, and the

regular army Were reported by Taylor t0

surgeons of the

be “too few even for their appropriate duties.” *
Taylor was thus obviously disabled for some time from
making any extensive forward movement.

June he wrote that he propo

fantry up the river
at Camargo. Toward the end of June
ment of regul

therefore advanced,
Camargo, where they arrived on

Expeditions of the Texas Rang
1, Sept. 3, 1846; H. R.

)

volunteers

417-419.
inst Mexico

1846, repo
tively as large & numbe

—(Ibid., 415.)

food or to sleep |

But early it |
sed to send & battalion of i |

and eventually to establish a large depot |
the seventh Tege

f the Texas cavalry wee |
Reynosa, an then ¥
the fourteenth of Juy.

|

|

- of medical officers as a0y other army in the¥ 0 ' L y
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By the end of the m

? onth the wh

either reached Camargo or was ir(l)lfnziigrlxetfi%?m Btk
er.

“We have now,” Tayl

in the river and » Taylor wrote on Jul 99 «
as much as Possitl}:lia.b usI";iejZ o sending ap :l"oop,s a:fiv:l:al 1s'tea.mb°at3
river to be very great, in the difficulty of throwing Sﬁp T.S is urged
B e entire absenc; fconsequence of the rapidit fPP ies up the
be employed to overcon? dry steamboat fuel. But);\(r) e aet,
we shall be able to kee ue these difficulties, and I have It:rydeffort will
operations from that p%inlz a depot at Camargo quite su f‘ﬁZ' oubt that
passable for wagons owi . As yet the land route to C ient for any
st shall become practi ngbto the recent rains and freshamargo is im-
will move forward to Ca(::a le, the field artillery and tfaixftsi! As soon
sary arrangements for thl_Orgp. As soon as I can cOmp]et‘; t:lhe army
m L propose to establi:\}rll ﬂiyf«;]rgv a:]rd the volunteer troopsetl:)ec(?:-
a -
, without delay, a marching colu(x]nlif;:,e:i :‘fet:’:;{mittlt, and or-

on erey,” 1

Accordingly, on Jul
e A y 30, Taylor issued
i« Ifczuccl:) I(:f_ the volunteers as were (ﬁ:g(ifrﬁdfgr 'ﬂ'le
o regiments’ tw 31§It‘1ng of two Kentucky regim to s
e ’G ‘ o Tennessee regiments, the M'en’ i
mhAl{Lba.maon. g orfgla regiments, and the Ba.ltimlSSlSSlppl’
g The‘;l the volunteers were to r'emai)ige i
- iavy baggage, with four compani g
ﬂn, Qe sod ;\;of Ocrﬁggnti)es of the Baltinlx)ore ef)ﬂ.(t)f
pe y water. ini
videgaﬁi tho‘fv :g:;;}: ct(:rps marched by land a’SI; I:lsiorzmammg
e s by the quartermaster’s depart ol
e 8'ni;gfci)lons ar}d horse artillery.? Moo
i requﬁedthg' little steam-boats provided for t
e rﬁa;'lliy a week to struggle up t raéls'
s fsf ng waters of the windin i
il (;l uel, partly to high water, a g L
of the stream on the part of tl’le I;)ilcl)): o
8.

At that 1 Vv TS re(!{)l‘(le(l l)"' lew
perlod >
, 4as one Of the Oh.
V . 10 Oluntee &
Iund yllds had been eStabllShed, and we were Sometilnes ,Compe ed
ue the thOpS ashore to gathel‘ the pickets enclosing the ﬁ ld;l
e tO

! Taylor to Adj
- jutant-G
General Orders No. 936;11:;?;’ J;s;(}s, 22, 1846; ibid., 399.
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_ Occasionally, too, we were detained at places where
hole length brimful, had overrun its banks and

covered the country for miles, forming wide lagoons in which our
pilots had to sound for the channel.” !

The march by land was as tedious and much more toil-
ome. Near the river the men were forced to wade through

mud and water, nearly waist deep, 0 a burning sun. Back
from the river there were rocky and desert stretches, where
no water was to be found, and the troops suffered desper-
hirst. But at last, by the end of August, Tay-

ately from t
bled a force he considered adequate at Camargo

Jor had assem
and was ready to begin his advance. At Camargo, however,

as at the camps lower down the river, there was much siek-
ness: measles, dysentery, and fever, presumably typhoid.

«The mortality in our camp at Camargo,” the same Ohio volunteer
as ever wailing in our €ass, =

wrote, “ was appalling. The dead march W
and even at this distant period, 1 can scarcely look back to our Drief
stay there without a shudder. . . - Large hospital tents were Col*

stantly full—the dead being removed at sunrise and sunset but 10
he groans and lamentations of the poor

make room for the dying. T
sufferers during those sickly sultry nights were heart-rending.” *

The regular troops, who
ter campaigners than the volunteers, suffered less, and

movement from Camargo was begun by
regulars under
about the nineteenth of August an
o town about half-way between Camargo an

They were gra
army, until by t
were destined to
road.

of the battle of Resaca de 1a Palma, during which Tayior
had been endeavo :
thousand men, and to transport them &

1 Giddings, Sketches of the Campaign in Northern Mezico, 49,

2 [bid., 83.

dually followed by the remainder of the=
he first week in September all of those who
take part in the odvance were upon HECSE

ring to collect an effective force of only i
o a point from ¥ hieh

were better acclimated and bet-

a portion of te
General Worth, who marched up to Miet 4
d thence to Cerraly0 =f

d Monterey.

Four months had thus very nearly elapsed from the 'ﬂﬁ |

- L
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they migh i i
B o ot o ooty s
= : stified Scott’s anticipati :
> ;;t tlli:;'sr: (;;Ied ﬁbe no need for his own pie:siglec(zp:tf lgﬁs
o hadrst of September. His proposal in the
gk Seirv 9 alesn t'hat the volunteers should be mus(f
i cam} mrped as promptly as practicable
e tps of 1n§tructi011 in their own localiti .
The President and flisoc;}{ﬁnlz;o l(l}omnde s aUtumfisl
E : , however, as well as
Pl;gitienceth:t ItJE;'lte?i 1Sta‘ces, had manifested thet hgr::;r:;
el Os elay, a striking example of the pa
e f}ce;mulg thfa essential conditions of WIZ)I A
b mé)' ceful nation is always certain to exhibi I‘;
e . t}\fmer.lt's' were doubtless hastened b ki
R e of ¢ s criticism.  In a way he was unpre ya h(lis
e
) ront, or in
;;a;s t:r{)};iiubztat:ntlczlzl garrison at ;\lontere(;lreicrl :ﬁ;ﬁi}gli?ere
e hiSg me; fcnh ed. N_o effort had as yet been mad: :d
o oxi1 to %nterfere with the passage of th0
QS o i
E . naturally sug
g‘triwse p:n I:/ilgggili'iy might be abandoned b);r th:giite?gc:? t
Qe et 0rflsswere soon dissipated. oot
el eptember Worth wrote from Cerraly
e ;)h the.a Paredes government and the arri:'gi
= oo s e city of Memco. He also reported that
o 00pSs of the line had arrived at Monte ;
e l;eg\lrliSt “ilth four pieces of field artillery ur;{
ol az = ous,y been placed in position, and’ that
e cay ah:y at Monterey it was supposed
yta and Marin. Lieutenant George G.p Meadteo
)

! Beott to M
e arcy, May 25, 1846; Sen. D
D ’ . Doe.
10n ‘:apug‘ectm (iatl,][? cz;.se is well explained ix?713[’ead29 S‘ingl’l(} g
seious ificuly i reaehing and oceapying Salillo that he “antici
DWV. A w, 30 CODg,, 1 noge g43'1111 occupying Saltillo by October 1.” lcg):eted a9
. 411.  On August 23, writing to his son-in 'lalw;lr' Il}
-Jaw, he

m. ul f
ad: ear the enemy will
not fight us at Mon
terey or in force
¢ anywhere

€lse unless we
2, 1846; penetrate far beyond th Mo
i Taylor's Letters from the B a:t,}i J;)elidssalilslg)éo)—(Taylor to Wood, Aug.
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his principal engineer officer, was trying to get an accurate

plan of the city showing the approaches and projected
points of resistance. The weather for several days had =

been “very unpropitious” and, he feared, would impede the

trains; but a few days of fair weather would restore the

roads to good condition.’
Worth’s information as t0 reinforcements was fairly cors

rect. Paredes, as has already been stated, had felt able to"=
spare three thousand men from the city of Mexico, the
last of which left the capital on the twenty-seventh of July
in very wet weather. This brigade, under General Simeon
hed Celaya on August 6, where they wer

overtaken by the news of the pronunciamiento of
and they were ordered by the central government t0 halt

and await further orders. A meeting of officers was held t0

decide what to do. Half of them were in favor of joining

Qalas and half in favor of standing by Paredes; but on the =

ninth they received news of the fall of Paredes, and under
orders from the new government they continued on their

march.?

left the capital was, as nearly
thousand one hundred and forty men, with thirteen field-

ieces and three ceven-inch mortars. They marched
three detachments at some distance apart, the last of which
entered Monterey on the ninth of September, nearly 8
i had sent his budget of news from Cer
for casualties on the march, the reinforéés

. Allowing
ments numbered probably three thousand men when they
reached Monterey. 'They were made up of three battalions
of infantry of the line, two infantry battalions of permanent
militia (Aguascalientes and Querétaro), two squadrons o
regular cavalry, two squadrons of the lancers of Jalisco, 8865
two of the Guanajuato regiment of cavalry. The otal

force then in Monterey, including these reinforcemeEss

1 Worth to Bliss, Sept. 3, 1846; bid., 419.

2 Balbontin, 16. The author gives a vivid and very informing account ‘-

the officers’ discussion.

The whole strength of these reinforcements when they _
as could be ascertained, three |
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consisted of about four thousand i

cal:lialry, witl} forty-six pieces o}n%;ifiryaar?i(lilgwo gousand
which were in bad condition. There were al?g itanyufé
:p&?u;:ggl; g;lmsfotfhpositiqn of moderate calibr’e. Xl())but
il ram:he:;) Sgjlmson were local militia, most of
Mg‘:t};l;)ers army, as finally c_)rganized for the advance on
i y, consisted of f‘our divisions, two composed mainl
e vmsa;sl zzind two entirely of volunteers. The first divis}:
- fourthare ml]llp of the second dragoons, the first, third
g egular ,mfantry, Captain Shiver’s com ,an t:
g e mo’nths volunteers who had re-enlistedpRiﬁ -
b 01slma‘nme le)'a%g 8 batteries of artillery, and the B:;ltimgf;
adier.Ge;er:J t;x)hor{;1 It was under the command of Brig-
i encrs hisagl E. Tw.lggs, a native of Georgia. He
e Il'lst commission as captain in the regular
i ore the opening of the War of 1812, in which
kasoi in:z;]i;nodest part; and had served under General
e » march toward St. Augustine in 1817, and in
% e Black .Hawl.‘: war and the Seminole war, in f?l id

T:eas s:(t;(l)legmds; .vnthout distinction. , s
. nd vision consisted of a battali
g _ a battalion of
reglﬂz-y i:fe;wzlg ag mfantry,, the fifth, seventh, andr:igglill:l:
e ntry, }anchard s company of re-enlisted Loui-
e U zfmorxglll)s volunteers, and Duncan’s and Taylor’s
e Will'a Jery. It was commanded by Brigadier-
il thlax‘;vl . Worth, a native of New York, who had
U l? ar of 1812 as aid first to General Morgan
g en to General Scott. He was made a captain
close of _that war as a reward for meritorious
services on the Niagara frontier. After the war he was

1R 3
mtm, 27. The above &hlmate may VEIY thIy be tDO IOW. Alls. ta

‘when he retrea
oy Imm-estid( Ilfllg;o l\gatamoroe, had 2,638 men left by the time h
ﬂymmps % través de los Siglos, IV, 566.) There were e
ook Wommemsorf near Monterey at that time. Adding the three fﬁob‘
B e hrom the city of Mexico and the thousand ranch .
ave amounted to as much as seven thousand uﬁm el‘O!SI;

~ Uctober, afte ini
, after sustaining losses by battle and desertion, Ampudia still had

Tearly six th,
e, ousand men left; but he may have received some small accessions




