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CHAPTER XXXVII 

MONTEREY 

GENERAL T.AYLOR, awaiting reinforcements and supplies 
at Matamoros, was very soon extremely embarrassed by the 
excited patriotism which sent him ma.ny more men than he 
could properly use. What he needed, more than men, were 
supplies and means of tran portation. 

"The volunteer force ordered to report to me here is much greater 
than I can possibly employ-at any rate in the first instance¡ the in.flux 
of twelve-months volunteers has even impeded my forward movement 
by engrossing ali the resources of the quartermaster's department to 
land them and transport them to healthy positions." 1 

His first embarrassment had come through the foolish ac­
tivities of General Gaines, who still commanded the western 
division, with head-quarters at ew Orleans, and who was 
again, as in 1836, busy issuing calls for volunteers, without 
authority and upon the strength of newspaper reports. 
Already in the summer of 1845 he had credited an absurd 
newspaper rumor to the effect that Taylor was likely to be 
attacked at Corpus Christi; and without a shadow of legal 
authority he had called upon the governor of Louisiana for 
two regiments of inf antry and two companies of artillery 
as reinf orcements. The governor, without stopping to in­
quire what right Gaines had to call for volunteers, furnished 
the troops. The two infantry regiments did not start, as 
the War Department interfered in time; but the two ar­
tillery companies were actually sent to Taylor and were 
kept in his camp at Corpus Chri ti for severa1 weeks. But 

1 Taylor to Polk, Aug. 1, 18'6¡ H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 337. 
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Gaines, though sharply reprimanded by the Secretary of 
ar, was incapable of learning wisdom.1 

The news of the capture of Ca.ptain Thornton's detacb-
ment of dragoons reached New Orleans on the second of 
:May, 1 46. Gaine , of counie, jumped to the conclusion 
that Taylor was in desperate straits, and at once began 
i uing orders right and left to all sorls of persons--gov­
ernors of state.s and others-reque.sting them to raise per­
f ectly indefinite numbeIS of troops and despateh them 
to Texas. So far as the W ar Department could ascertain, 
the volunteer force thus called for might exceed tweke 

thousand men.i Gaines's high rank in the army naturally gave weight to 
bis requisitions, and the persons who received them appar­
ently 1l1l$111Iled tbat he was acting under ordeni from tbe 
United tates governroent. The government, however, 
after its previous experience with Gaines, had very care­
f ully abstained from authorizing hiID to call for troop , and 
for the third time, as in 1 36 and 1 45, found itsell much 
embarrassed by the situation bich he bad created. Tbe 
difficulty was solved by notifying the governors of Ken­
tucky and Tenneesee tbat they were not to comply with 
Gaines's calls, while at the same time the governora of Ala­
bama, 1ississippi, and Mú;souri were notified that his ca1I, 
would be recognized, but only to tbe extent to wbich they 
had already been complied with.1 

Gaines was also relieved from conunand and ordered to 
Washington. A court of inquiry upon bis conduct found 
tbat General Gaines was guilty of violating ordera and 
acting illegally in se eral instances; but the court recom­
mended tbat in consideration of bis long service, and ID! 
patriotism and purity of bis motives, no furtber proceed-
ings should be had in bis case. 

1 
See Sen. Doc. 378, 29 Cong., 1 ., 35-48. General Scott &t t.bat tiDI 

indorsed upon one of Grunes's reports the cheerful comment th&t it d 
cbarit&ble to suppose his rrregu]arities &rose mainlY {roro iru;anity or dl>W-

-(fbid., 47.) s Memorandum of the milit.ia. or volunteer {oree recentlY called, etc.; il,id., JI. 

1 [bid. 1 58, 
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specially anxious to retain them, as he felt that without 
them he would be much too weak in cavalry when he first 
took the field.1 

Early in June, 1 46, the twelve months' volunteers began 
arriving at antiago I land, and from then until the end 
of July, or later, they kept coming in constantly increasing 
numbers. With the exception of two regiments, one from 
Georgia and one from Alabama, and a battalion raised in 
and near Baltimore, the troops were ali from the MlSSlil ippi 
valley-Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Kentucky, Ten­
n~, 1i · ippi, and Louisiana. Grim-vi aged war pre­
sented itself to these citizen soldiers and their inexperienced 
officers under its least heroic aspect. The sbips which 
brought them, sorne of them sailing v els, were greatly 
overcrowded, and tbere was indescribable suff ering from 
heat and sea-sick.ness. When, af ter pcriods val)ing from 
three to seventeen days at ea, they reached their de tina­
tion, only one hundred and seventy-five miles north of 
the tropic, they saw nothing but a barren waste of daz­
zling white sand, without a single blade of vegetation to 
relieve the eye. Upon the e burning sands the troop were 
landed, and were generally kept waiting through long um­
mer days before it was po ible to send river steam-boats 
around to the Brazos de a,ntiago to transport their stores 
and property to the mouth of the Rio Grande River. When 
the quartermaster of tbe army, after greater or 1 delay , 
was able to supply transportation, the men were marched 
along the beach, waded the shallow Boca Chica, marched 
to the river, and thence up to various place scattered along 
from a point oppo ite Burrita to a point oppo ite fata­
moros, where they were permanently encamped. 

The march from the mouth of the river was through a 
Primitive wilderne , strange and picture que to orihern 
eyes. The cactus and the panish bayonet dotted the open 
spaces; wild cattle and horses were seen running over the 
~hy prairie; the numerous lagoons and ponds swarmed 
Wlth wild geese and ducks and the red-winged flamingo; 

1 Te.ylor to Adjutant-General, Aug. 31, 1846; ibid., 322. 
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and the dense chaparral everywhere closed the back­

ground. The rainy season had only just begun, and the sufferings 
of the troops from heat and unaccustomed marching were 
greatly increased by almo t incessant wet weather. "Our 
camp," wrote one soldier, "which was near the river bank, 
was soon ankle-deep in mud; the heavy rain continued to fall 
incessantly; we were unable to cook our food ar to leep 
with any degree of comf ort, for our clothes and blanketB 
were thorougbly saturated with water night and day." 1 

The rain, however, afforded one advantage, as the river had 
risen to an immense height, and it was reported by the in­
habitants that far many years such a freshet had not been 
k.nown. k, a result, the u ually hallow stream was rendered 
more navigable, though the current was extremely swif t and 
the river steam-boats found düficulty in ascending the river. 
An advance by land was almo t impracticable. 

Under these circumstances it is not surpri ing that the 
volunteers suffered severely from sickness, which was par­
ticularly marked in the case of the roen who had been sud­
denly transported from north of the Ohio River to a low 
1atitude in the middle of summer. The volunteer surgeons 
were not always roen of education ar e>..'J)erience, and the 
surgeons of the regular army were reported by Taylor to 
be "too few even far their appropriate duties." 2 

Taylor was thus obviously disabled for sorne time from 
making any extensive forward movement. But early in 
June he wrote that he proposed to send a battalion of in­
fantry up the river and eventually to e tablish a large depot 
at Camargo. Toward the end of June the seventh re;­
ment of regulars and a portian of the Texas cavalry were 
therefore advanced, first as far as Reynosa, and then to 
Camargo, where they arrived on the fourteenth of July. 

1 Reid, Scouting Ex¡,edition8 of the Texaa Rangera, 55. 
2 Ta.ylor to Adjutant-General, pt. 3, 1846; H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1-. 

417-419. The surgeon-genera.1 of tbe army, however, under date of Juiy:I, 
1846, reported tha.t tbe regular troops cmployed against Mexico bad dt' 
para.tively as large a. number of medica! officers as any other a.rmy in tbe~ 

-(!bid,, 415,) 
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General Orders o. 9t~~} July 22, 1846; íbid. 399 ' w~., 496. ' ' 

• 
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be used as fuel. Occasionally, too, we were detained at places where 
the river, in its whole lengtb brimful, had overrun its banks and 
covered tbe country for miles, forming wide lagoons in whicb our 

pilots had to sound for the cbaQnel." 1 

The march by land was a tedious and much more toil­
some. ear the river the roen were forced to wade through 
mud and water, nearly waist deep, in a burning sun. Back 
from the river there were rocky and desert tretches, where 
no water was to be found, and the troops suff ered desper­
ately from thirst. But at last, by the end of August, Tay­
lor had assembled a force he considered adequate at Camargo 
and was ready to begin bis advance. At Camargo, however, 
as at the camps lower down the river, there was much siek­
ness: measles, dysentery, and fever, pre umably typhoid. 

"The mortality in our camp at Camargo," the same Ohio volunteer 
wrote, "was appalling. The dead march was ever wailing in our ears, 
and even at this distant period, I can scarcely look back to our brief 
stay there without a sbudder. . . . Large hospital tents were con­
stantly full-the dead being r moved at sunri e and sunset but to 
make room for the dying. The groans and lamentations of the poor 
sufferers during those sickly sultry nights were heart-rending." 2 

The regular troop , who were better acclimated and bet­
ter campaigners than the volunteers, suffered less, and the 
movement from Camargo was begun by a portian of the 
regulars under General Worth, who marched up to Mier 
about the nineteenth of ugust and thence to Cerralvo, 
a town about half-way between Camargo and Monterey. 
They were gradually followed by the remainder of the 
army, until by the füst week in September ali of tbose who 
were destined to take part in the advance were upon tbe 

road. 
Four months had thus very nearly elapsed from the time 

of the battle of Resaca de la Palma, during whicb Taylor 
had been endeavoring to collect an effective force of only six 
thousand roen, and to transport them to a point from wbich 

1 Giddings, Sketches of tlie Campaign in Nurthem Meneo, 49. 
'[bid., 83. 

MO ITEREY 
th · 255 

ey might begin operations · 
Tbese delays had thoroughl ~g~:t the 1exican troops. 
that there would be no ne!ci J~ ~d cott' anticipations 
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of its being defendedg ison ffat Monterey or any likelihood 
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'Scott to M m. eutenant George G. Meade 
'This arcy, Ma.y 25, 1846· Sen D , 
'On A9:ect oí the case is wen 'exp~~-- 3~ 29 Cong., 1 sess., 11. 

lllious . gust 14 Ta.ylor wrote to G m eade, I, 110. ~: ~~~!~ rr:,g4~1d occO upAy~~:ra~1~:o~:1a::ie:':~ticipatedH Rno 
~. I fear th ' . n ugust 23 'f . ce elae Wlless we e temy will not fight us at M'o;:1 mg to _his on-in-Ja.w· h~ 
~. 1846; Tay"f;: ;;te far beyond there or altillo ,';1"ªY(,Tor mi force a.nywhere 

Uers Jram the BaUlefields, 45-50.) a.y orto Wood, Aug. 



256 THE U ITED STATES AND MEXICO 

his principal engineer officer, was trying to get an accurate 
plan of the city showing the approaches and projected 
points of resistance. The weather for several days had 
been "very unpropitious" and, he feared, would impede the 
trains; but a few days of fair weather would restore the 
roads to good condition.1 

Worth's inforroation as to reinforceroents was fairly cor-
rect. Paredes, as has already been stated, had felt able to 
spare three tbousand roen from the city of Mexico, the 
last of which left the capital on the twenty-seventh of July 
in very wet weather. This brigade, under General Simeon 
Ramirez, reached Celaya on August 6, where they were 
overtaken by the news of the pronunciamiento of Salasi 
and they were ordered by the central government to halt 
and await further ordera. A meeting of officera was held to 
decide what to do. Half of them were in favor of joining 

alas and half in favor of standing by Paredes; but on the 
ninth they received news of the fall of Paredes, and under 
ordera from the new government they continued on their 

march.2 

The whole strength of these reinforcements when they 
lef t the capital was, as nearly as could be ascertained, three 
thousand one hundred and forty men, with thirteen field­
pieces and three seven-inch roortara. They marched in 
three detachments at sorne distance apart, the last of wbich 
entered Monterey on the ninth of Septerober, nearly a 
week af ter '\Vorth had sent bis budget of news from Cer­
ralvo. Allowing for casualties on the march, the reinforce­
ments numbered probably three thousand men when they 
reached Monterey. They were made up of three battalions 
of infantry of the line, two infantry battalions of permanent 
militia (Aguascalientes and Querétaro), two squadrons rJ. 
r gular cavalry, two squadrons of the lancera of Jalisco, and 
two of the Guanajuato regimeut of cavalry. The total 
force then in Monterey, including these reinforcementa, 

1 Worth to Bliss, Sept. 3, 1846; ibid., 419. 
t Balbontin, 16. The a.uthor gives a. vivid and very informing accouni rl 

the officers' cliscussion. 
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consisted of about four thousand . f 
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Taylor's army as finall . 
Monterey, consisted of foiJ Jr~3:Il1Zed for the advance on 
of regulara and two entirely oI'81~ns,~wo composed mainly 
ion wa.s roade up of th vo un ers. The first divis­
and fourth regular infa:t seco~~ dr~goo~s, t~e first, third, 
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volunteer battalion. It ad ery, and the Baltimore 
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had received bis first . .1~, a native of Georgia. He 
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The d di . . me on. 
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~ar infantry Blanc:rr; the fifth, seventh, and eighth 
siana three months' vol rt s company of re-enlisted Loui­
batteries of artill u; eera, and Duncan's and Taylor's 
General Williaro /1v ortJ was ?ommanded by Brigadier­
served in th W . f , a nat1ve of ew york who had 

. e ar o 1812 as aid first to G ' l.eWJS and then to G 1 8 eneral Morgan enera cott H d near the clase of that . e was ma e a captain 
services on the . wfar ~ a reward for meritorious 

iagara rontier. After the war he 
lBaJbo was 

wben ntin, 27. The a.hove esf te 
he retrea.ted from Ma•-m una i.~ªY very likely be too Iow Aris•­l'flcbed Linares ...... oros, = 2 638 l í . ""• 

ably aom --:(M ézico d través de los Sigzds IV m5e:, e t by the time he 
1111d rekú troops m or near Monterey at that time'. AJ . There were prob­
the total rcement from the city of Mexico a.nd th dithng the three thou­
Oetober orce mu t have amounted to h e ousa.nd rancheros 
lltarly ! after su ta.ining losscs by bat: ~~e as se~en thousa.nd men. I~ 
fllf,-.. 8lX thol.18a.nd men left; but he roa.y hav: d~redtion, Ampudia. still ha.d ....,. receiv some small a.ccessiona 


