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Baltimore at that hour. . . - As the hand of the dlock was on the line
of twelve, the Speaker declared the House adjou
day in December. At that moment John Davis was prosin
Senate about the two millions Peace bill, with David Wilmot’s anti-

glavery proviso, which thereby fell through.” !

Davis pleased nobody by his course. The anti-slavery
people were desperately angry with him, because they be-

lieved that if the bill had been put to a vote in the Senate

in the form in which it came from the House it would have

passed. The administration was equ
defeat of the measure in which they were interested; but
ecretiveness and self-control the President

with his usual s
made no sign. He contented himself by expressing freely

in his diary his views concerning Wilmot's “mischievous

and foolish amendment”’ and Davis's “disreputable expes
dient of speaking against time.” He also took occasion t0
note for his own future reference, more fully than before;

his real object in as ing the appropriation.
“It was this. Mexico is indebted to the U. S. in a large sum, |

which she is unable to pay- There is also 2 disputed question of

boundary. Thetwo Countries ar
is made the only indemnity which the U. S. can
of territory. The U. S. desires

Mexico, and perhaps some territor

a suitable cession of territory we are willing to assume the

our own citizens & to pay an @
formation induces the belief that Mexico would be willing to

rned to the first Mon- .

ally offended at the

e now engaged in War. When peace
have will bea cession

per California, New
ovinces. For =

dditional consideration. My in-
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tovl\lfigﬂ;i ai’;)ll;hgvas ugl;lus relieving his feelings by confidin
. sSe attering comments on Wilmot Davig
[ i
g of Au i
?;rt,:crsg nfo; t.hf(e1 purpose tl%e British stea.m-gslﬁ?;) xsi’rt;h; ‘;1;13
e = asadfe,n:fho b})l’ad }nsb :;llthful Alrponte, and by Iiején
f‘iorelgn Relations and War a)t rtelfg i?frllzellng ins Mnus_tgrs .
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- allowede tallowed to take any on her return; ax%g
o tha,t,(l)l enter the port without molesta;tion
Comns wroe tat had thought it best not to board the
R et ; might not appear that Santa Anna had
. e ﬁ(;(;ncurrence of the American squadron.!
e h?s s first act on land.ing was to issue a very l;m
i couﬁtrymen setting forth his present polit%
e e. He had, he said, been summoned by th
garrisons of the departments of Jalisco, yVer:

1 Conner to Bancrof
ol croft, Aug. 16, 1846; H. R. Doc
. Lie‘:';:;n tixe }gfitl:lmllaccount, but tl’xere appears ;}0&32001110: g;, ioimiin
phael Semmes, who then commanded the U}:lsiz;yg?:tl:

brig Somers i

, published a detailed

g , etailed account of the Arab bei

ey 8 oopt-if(gl:; gtes bg’aryfs aE;OZOW the boaidil?: lggigeof:g:du?&boc:g

d Anm(for Fhars , Service and Ashore,118.) Santa i

ducribed. ok toeenizsﬁVt/ of his oountry"men) how he left aHn:s,v;;“n;a.m!fmflse .

intending era Cruz at night, so as to evade the bl:cka.dmghint’
g

the difficulty in this manner. No Government, however, it is be-

lieved, is strong enough to make a treaty ceding territory and long =

maintain power unless they could receive, at the time of making the

treaty, money enough to support the army. Whatever party cankeep

the army in its support can hold the power. The present Gover= = i bow bi

ment is without any regular revenue, & without a prompt payment of the Ar’ab.? wﬁo?til:ziiwem foiled by the incapacity of the drunken

as a part of the consideration would not venture to make & - some way quite inexpliczb'i:”toboahged by an American officer; and ]l::,::fﬁ
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Should the war be now protracted, the responsibility will fall mor® assured by Saﬂ:: Xlnthout;a o g e hadgsf) Er tgo
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Cruz, Sinaloa, Southern Mexico, and other parts of the

republic, and he had just learned of the overthrow of f .

Paredes and of having been himself named general-in-chief
of the liberating army. He denounced in unmeasured terms
the intrigues of the monarchists, who (according to him)
were responsible for all the difficulties in which Mexico .

found herself involved, accused Paredes of bringing to the
capital troops who should have been in the field opposing
Taylor, and declared that Paredes had “prepared and ar A
ranged for” the reverses at Palo Alto and Resaca de la |
Palma. 1
Never, said Santa Anna, had the situation of the republie’
been so difficult. On the one hand, its national existence
was threatened by the United States, and, on the other, the “

monarchical party was trying to impose European dominion,

The union of republicans of the true faith and the concerf
of the army and the people could alone secure independence
and establish peace on the solid basis of public liberty. To
this end he proposed that the Constitution of 1824 should " §
be considered in force until the new Constitution, which
was to be framed by the Congress just summoned, should
be completed. ks
“The slave of public opinion myself, I shall act in accordance with
it; seeking for it henceforth in whatever manner it may be known Ilit i
expressed, and subjecting myself, afterwards, entirely to the decisions
of the constituent assembly, the organ of the sovereign will of "“1

”y

nation. . o
After attending a banquet given in his honor in Vem
Cruz, Santa Anna departed for one of his haciendas, Bl
Encero,* and sent Rejon and Almonte to the capital. 4=
cabinet was at once formed, with Rején in his old postas
Minister of Foreign Relations and Almonte as Secretary 0§
War; while the Secretary of the Treasury was GoOmes

! Santa Anna’s Address; H. R. Doe. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 777-785. This,
is said, was written by Rején.—(Rivera, Hist. de Jalapa, I11, 782.) o

2 This is the usual spelling, but El Lencero is perhaps more correct.—(A0& =3
Bércena, I'nvasion Norle-Americana, 223.) s
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frontiers and who, of whatever color they may be, will be |
of immense utility to us in the event of war.”! -
War had now existed for some months, and whatever
hopeful anticipations might have been based upon AL ¥
monte’s assurances, they had been proved to be utterly
unfounded. The American Congress was all but unani-
mous for war, the people proved to be eager to volunteer,
nobody in any part of the world seemed disposed to venture
a dollar in privateering, and both negroes and Indians were
perfectly peaceful. n
As for the American armies, it had long been the ag-
cepted Mexican view that they were entirely composed of
adventurers without religion and without either instruction
or discipline—the implied corollary being, of course, thaf
the Mexican armies enjoyed all these priceless advantages, | States.
and that they were therefore certain of an easy triumph It was therefore
in the event of a battle upon anything like equal terms, and his advi
The result of the first two battles of the war had not been
such as to encourage much hope of successful resistance in |
the field, but Santa Anna and his friends had not yet losé
faith in the Mexican army under a new leader. ;
The internal situation of -affairs evidently presented no
doubts or difficulties to their minds. Herrera’s goverms
ment had been overthrown because it had ventured o =
consider discussing terms of peace, and Paredes becausehe
was believed to be plotting for a monarchy. Santa Anna,
on his arrival in Mexico, had only to avoid these blundes
and put himself forward as an uncompromising advocate | that a congress had bee
of war. Certainly he could not have felt himself strong = he sixth of December; to Con
enough to take any step in the direction of peace—a $ p Buchanan would be submitted, “in order that ;
which was sure to excite the indignation of the ruling classes e upon what it, shall judge to be pro ? a s
in Mexico, and was quite likely to result in his summary the nation.” In the meanwhile tI;xe pe]r o e
overthrow at the hands of eager and expectant rivals. = towz.u'd the United States would contlt e e
The army, the church, and the press in Mexico still ea=" fOOh.ng as they were when the generzxtl-ilnf1 uzj (;n = g
tertained a strong belief in the prowess of their troops and frating army assumed charge of the ex_c t? o
the weakness of the American army. Moreover, they st - ecuuve power of
clung to the belief that the Americans were fatally divideds | "8ee page 230 above,

Sis ; q & *Rején
1 Almonte to Minister of Relations, March 15, 1844; Sec. Rel. Ext. MSS. to Buchanan, August 31, 1846; H. R Doc. 4 2 Co
: ) . . . %, ng.’ 2 m.' 43.
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CHAPTER XXXVII

MONTEREY

OeNErAL TAYLOR, awaiting reinforcements and supplies
at Matamoros, was very soon extremely embarrassed by the
excited patriotism which sent him many more men than he
could properly use. What he needed, more than men, were
supplies and means of transportation.

“The volunteer force ordered to report to me here is much greater
than I can possibly employ—at any rate in the first instance; the influx
of twelve-months volunteers has even impeded my forward movement

by engrossing all the resources of the quartermaster’s department to
land them and transport them to healthy positions.”

His first embarrassment had come through the foolish ac-
tivities of General Gaines, who still commanded the western
division, with head-quarters at New Orleans, and who was
again, as in 1836, busy issuing calls for volunteers, without
authority and upon the strength of newspaper reports.
Already in the summer of 1845 he had credited an absurd
newspaper rumor to the effect that Taylor was likely to be
attacked at Corpus Christi; and without a shadow of legal
authority he had called upon the governor of Louisiana for
two regiments of infantry and two companies of artillery
as'reinforcements. The governor, without stopping to in-
quire what right Gaines had to call for volunteers, furnished
the troops. The two infantry regiments did not start, as

-~ the War Department interfered in time; but the two ar-

tiller}t companies were actually sent to Taylor and were
kept in his camp at Corpus Christi for several weeks. But

*Taylor to Polk, Aug. 1, 1846; H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 337.
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