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he administrati on,” and t.ha:t, % There was a further exchange of letters of no special si
g—

«bad feelings and hostility to t
her, the adminis- nificance, and there the matter (officially) ended; but, in

taken in connection with the letter to Arc .
fe in intrusting the command of = response to a request from Congress, all the correspond;
’ spondence

tration would not be sa
the army in the field to one who was so bitterly opposed.! was published. Scott’s unluck :
Nevertheless, the cautious President discussed the matter 3 of humor of the American pl;zlf){e p:;rgsfs tmkledhzl b
” « ) T vears 3 £L
: plate of soup”” and the “fire upon my reaf’ywere househﬁi}i’

twice over with his cabinet before a reply to Scott was sent.
words throughout the country.

The reply was drafted by Marcy and revised by Buchanan,
e and deep The bewildered cabinet at Washington, being thus left

and expressed in very fitting language the Surpris

regret of the President at Seott’s letter, and at the impu- without a professional adviser :

tained. In view of General Scott’s opinions = of planning a campaign arslill ’;;);i:lll)yfz ’tse(lif the question
: : rned again to the

tations it con
of the motives and designs of the Executive k more political objects— : 2 8
! 1 huahua. jects—the securing of California and Chi-

y to the country if he were | It was thought probabl
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«the President would be wanting in his dut

to persist in his determination of imposing
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Seott saw that he had gone too far, and on the instant of
receiving Marcy's letter wrote another long explanation of
his views; but this time he was apologetic and explanatorys =
«Your letter of this date,” he wrote, «received at aboutss

6 p. M. as I sat down to take a hasty plate of soup, demands-

a prompt reply”’; and he explained that when he had wit= settled th

ton of impatience felt, “ perhaps in high quarters” (not the that an expedition under Colonel -

highest quarter), he had intended to refer to several leading ::giléon'zed, and confidential orders J:reKS?f‘:tny Sh“}’ e

friends and supposed confidants of the President in Con- i directing him, after securing New Mexico 0’(I,lo e

gress. He believed that they would sooner or later opell ;‘miﬁa part of his men by way of the Giia ﬁiverngciid
¢ coast. An additional thousand mounted troop:
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led for from Missouri to join him (making two

tO guard the PreSident; agaiﬂst t»hem. He W iShed he hd 8 | th

the time to do justice to his recollection 0 el
excellent sense, military comprehension, patience, and cours as many of the valuable men ab
: . =] 5 out )
hether it Wi trappers and plainsmen—as practicable.u Ilien:dsdifgil::
)

tesies in the course of their interviews; but w i '
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the President’s pleasure t0 send him to the Rio Grande oF B o
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retain him in Washington, he was rea 4 i
s e Jis River Canwleltllzeqs as could be found on the Sacramento
I . With this miscellaneous force he was to take pos-
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and “act in such a manner as best to conciliate the inhabi- "
tants, and render them friendly to the United States.” If

was hoped that he might be in California before winter, but ¥

the widest discretion was left to him. Artillery, ammuni=
tion, and supplies would be sent to him by sea.! At the =
same time a battery of regular artillery was ordered to go
by Cape Horn,? and somewhat later a regiment of New =
York volunteers was also sent by the same route.? S

The expedition to Chihuahua was more slowly evolved.

It had been provisionally agreed to march “near four thou-

sand men” to Chihuahua, and General John E. Wool was
sent for to come to Washington to confer with the President
and the Secretary of War. But these conferences seem to §
have developed doubts and difficulties, and Wool was merely
ordered to go west to raise a force of volunteers and march §
them to the Rio Grande. What he was to do with them
when he got there, was a matter to be decided thereaftert §
A fortnight later he was ordered to proceed at once to f
San Antonio, Texas, and take command of the forces ordered
to that point. He was to report to General Taylor and §
await his orders, which, Wool was told, would probably re-" ¥
quire him to march on Chihuahua. A regular battery of §
field artillery, two companies of dragoons, and two com=
panies of regular infantry would probably form a part of =
his force.’ 5
But the despatch of Kearny and Wool on their respective
expeditions did not help solve the really troublesome prob=" §
lem of the war. The inquiry still kept coming up: What*§
was to be done with the main army under Taylor? Tay= §

lor himself, as soon as he had taken Matamoros, had asked
the same question. i

1 Polk’s Diary, 1, 427, 429, 437-440. Scott to Kearny, May 31, 1846; Marey |
to Kearny, June 3, 1846; H. R. Doe. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 241-245. v
* Scott to Tompkins, June 20, 1846; bid., 245. William Tecumseh Sherman
was junior first lieutenant of this battery. .
3 Benton, for some strange reason, thought they must go as emigrants, @0
be discharged in California at the end of their service.—(Polk’s Diary, I, 481
4 Ibid., 435 (May 28, 1846). 3
¢ Adjutant-General to Wool, June 11, 1846; H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sessy
328. b

/
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the road from the river to Monterey, nor the means of tak-
ing that city.

Taylor’s “views and suggestions in relation to the fall
campaign”’ were therefore once more requested. The Presi-

dent’s determination, he was informed,

“is to have the war prosecuted with vigor, and to embrace in the ob-
jects to be compassed in that campaign such as will dispose the enemy
to desire an end of the war. Shall the campaign be conducted with
the view of striking at the city of Mexico; or confined, so far as re-
gards the forces under your immediate command, to the northern
provinces of Mexico? . . . Should our army penetrate far into the

interior of Mexico, how are supplies to be obtained? Can they be,

to any considerable extent, drawn from the enemy’s country, or must

they be obtained from the United States? If the latter what are the =

facilities and difficulties of transportation?

“A peace must be conquered in the shortest space of time practi=

cable. Your views of the manner of doing it are requested.” !

Four days later some, at least, of the uncertainties in the
minds of the authorities seem to have been dissipated, due,
perhaps, to the fact that the President and his cabinet were
for the moment wholly absorbed in the final adjustment of ¥

the Oregon question, so that the subject of a plan of cam-
paign was temporarily left in the hands of soldiers.*> Af

any rate, the general in command of the army sent Taylor ¥
that week the first definite orders he received. He wasin-

structed that, with the reinforcements on.the way, he would

soon have a total force of about twenty-three thousand

men.

“Without waiting,” continued the orders, “for the arrival of that
amount of force, but before, and as soon as you shall deem it safe,in
respect to the relative numbers and positions of the enemy, your =
knowledge of the country, your supplies and means of transportas =
tion, it is the wish and expectation of the President that, with your
accustomed energy, you take up lines of march beyond the Rio Grande,

1Same to same, June 8, 1846; ibid., 324.

* Aberdeen’s draft of the Oregon treaty was received on Saturday, June 6
and discussed by the President with members of his cabinet on that and the =
three following days. On Wednesday, June 10, the President’s message was
sent to the Senate, and on Friday, June 12, the Senate advised the acceptance

of the British proposals.
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and press your opel:ations toward the heart of the enemy’s country;
that is, upgnt Sl;lcl;dxmp'lertant points as you may deem necessary tt;
conquer and to hold. The high road to the capital of Mexico wi

course be one of those lines,” 1 catipe ik &)

It was not until the second of J uly that Taylor was in
receipt of these various orders and inquiries and was able
to answer them. He replied at some length, 4treating the
subject as exclusively a question of subsistence, which, he
said, “is certainly the most important one to be con’sid-
ered.” He evidently did not consider the Mexican troops
capable of offering serious resistance. His plan was that as
soon as enough .river steam-boats could be collected. the
regular troops, with some of the volunteers, should be,sent
to Camargo, & pomnt on the Rio Grande about eighty or
ﬁmety miles above Matamoros in a straight line, and

establish there a depot and base from which to o;’)erate
toward the mountains.” The remainder of the volunteers
he proposed to leave at healthy camps of instruction, to
await “. the season for more extensive operations.” He ,was
of opinion that no column of more than six thousand men
could be subsisted on. a march from the Rio Grande to
Monterey and Saltillo; and that if the inhabitants should
prove actively hostile it might be impossible to sustain
z}ltch a column at Saltillo, still more so to pass beyond that

Y.

Fl:om Camargo he estimated the distance to the city of
Mexico to be nearly a thousand miles,? and, taking into
account the character of the country and the people, he did
not beheye it practicable to keep open so long a)line of
communication.,

“ L »
= It is, therefore, he concluded, “my opinion that our operations
m this frontler: should not look to the city of Mexico, but should be
confined to cutting off the northern provinces—an undertaking of
“omparative facility and assurance of success,” 3

'8eott to Taylor, June 12, 1846: H
: , , . R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1
*The distance via Monterey, Salti B g, 1 sess., 326.
8 y, Saltillo, and San Luis P X :
'ﬁz ekx):eed seven hundred and fifty miles. ol slity
%31 yior to Adjutant-General, July 2, 1846; H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess.,
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Once more Taylor’s report was crossed by an impatient §
letter from the Secretary of War. Much reliance, he was
told, would be placed on his opinions, and the scope of the -
inquiry was now enlarged.

“If, from all the information you may communicate to the depart-
ment, as well as that derived from other sources, it should appear that
the difficulties and obstacles to the conducting of a campaign from
the Rio Grande, the present base of your operations, for any consider-
able distance into the interior of Mexico, will be very great, the
department will consider whether the main invasion should not ulti-
mately take place from some other point on the coast—say Tampico,
or some other point in the vicinity of Vera Cruz. . . . Upon these im="

portant points, in addition to those mentioned in my letter of the 8th “

of June, your opinion and views are desired at the earliest period your  §
duties will permit you to give them. In the mean time the department .‘ ’
confidently relies on you to press forward your operations vigorously
to the extent of your means, so as to occupy the important points §
within your reach on the Rio Grande, and in the interior. It is pre=" 1
sumed that Monterey, Chihuahua, and other places in your direction,
will be taken and held. . . . Your answer to this communication you
will please to address directly to the President of the Unsted States."* =
The views of the cabinet were accurately reflected in-
Marcy’s letter. An absolute distrust of General Scott and
the permanent officials of the War Department, a deter
mination to take Monterey and Chihuahua.(by Taylor}
and Wool’s troops), and a casting about for some praetis
cable plan of marching to the capital of Mexico (probably:
by way of Vera Cruz), were the clear outlines of the govern=§
ment policy in the month of July. And while waiting 0"
hear from Taylor, all discussion of strategy was suspended. §
On the first of August Taylor replied, as he had been =
instructed, directly to the President. He had, he said, liftie" "

to add to his report of the second of July. Whether a ls ;ﬁ;
force could be subsisted beyond Monterey must be de

I Marey to Taylor, July 9, 1846; ibid., 335. Italics in the original. Thi
letter was drafted in part by Benton, and the rest by the President. Polks"
contribution was that which relates to strategy. Benton’s to the part of the
letter (to be referred to later) which deals with the possibility of opening &
tiations for peace. The President considered it “a document of more thad
ordinary importance,” as of course it was.—(Polk’s Diary, 11, 16.)

i
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PLANNING A CAMPAIGN 213

mined by experiment, [f jt should prove that 5 column of
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If, on the other hand, a column can
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pation, an expedition g ainst the Capi
most expedient.” ! 5 o Capital (by way of Vera Cruz), be
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swe; differently; and it
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: egical features of th
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obvious conclys; 1
rathe ) on the cabin
Their discussions as to a .

f August, and the hg
occurred to the Secretary of the N avy thafll?i’s tc?:;a%'l;f

ment possessed some information about the possibilities of

him for more specific i
w1 pecific inform i
decision as to strategy was postponed.? R

Meanwhile Californi unkn
- ‘valifornia had been taken (quit
o the ad;mmsi:ratlon)3 and Kearny had seizc(e((]iull\lgw Mex(;:;n
g irom Fort Leavenworth late in the month of June.
! Taylor to the President, August 1, 1846

Y B 4
Po&;s Doc. 60, 30 Cong,, 1 sess,,

2
3

St. Francisco,

0} the Co, ico i
il b mmandant Gen’l of Mexico in California, and that after a

astro had retreated,” iti
vy reated,” reached the British legation i i
Hm!z: mtcg‘e;e gl{;:nlxllzdex&co on August 31. (It had rge:c‘l?;mth?ﬁfl ng;
State : ext morning, the information wag sent, toytl?e

(Pole’ ent from the legation, with a copy of Sloat’s proclamation,—

8 Diary, 11, 108.)
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he had marched rapidly southwestward over the well-known i "

and well-travelled Santa Fe trail. Moving in several de-
tachments, his troops were all concentrated on the Arkansas
River near Bent’s fort, a few miles above the present town

of Las Animas, in the state of Colorado, by the end of .
July. They were still within the limits of the United States. ¥

They had marched at the remarkable rate of nearly twenty =
miles a day for a whole month.

The “Army of the West” then consisted of six troops of _

the First United States dragoons—Kearny’s own regiment—
the First regiment (eight companies) of Missouri mounted =
volunteers, two volunteer batteries of horse artillery, and =

two companies of volunteer infantry—in all about seven- =
teen hundred men with sixteen guns; but reinforcements ¥

had been provided for and were shortly to follow, although =

nobody expected any real opposition from Mexican troops. =

The one great and essential difficulty which was anticipated

in the operations of Kearny’s command lay in the quarter~ 4

master’s and commissary’s departments. How was the
army to be fed, and kept clothed and shod? How, in other

words, were its supplies to be procured and moved over the
hundreds of miles of wilderness that lay between the Mis =

souri and the Rio Grande?

“The army concentrated at Fort Leavenworth,” the quartermaster-
general reported, “from its proximity to States abounding in supplies

and means of transportation, was more readily and speedily putin ¥
motion than the others; but its line of operations extending to Santa™ =
Fe, a distance of more than eight hundred miles, vast means weré =

required to enable it to move, as well as to keep up its supplies. . m& |

There have been furnished for the transportation of that army, and =

its reinforcements and supplies, 459 horses, 3,658 mules, 14,904 oxen,
1,556 wagons, and 516 pack-saddles.”? -

These figures were confessedly incomplete, for the ac=
counts of the officer in charge of the important depot 8
St. Louis had not been received when this report was pres
pared, but they indicate the magnitude of Kearny’s prepas

! Report of the Quartermaster-General, Nov. 24, 1847; Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Congy
1 sess., 545.
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rations and afford a picture of the herd i
of &mﬁf wagonsd that toiled after the ﬁgit?rrllg I:l}:l i
e second of August the little arm cr.
Arkansas into territory which was recognized gy tl?:sl(;ldor?gz
treaty as a part of the Spanish possessions, Kearny pro-
fesged to regard it as a part of Texas, and therefore of the
U?teted Stalte§, basing the assertion, of course, on the pre-
%Zmroll)l: u(; 3;111;, -that the Rio Grande to its source was the
On the same day that he crossed the river he
to S.anta .Fe two merchants of Chihuahua, whosﬁggfzgz)aﬁ
panied hls column—Magoffin and Gonzales—with an es
cort consisting of an officer and twelve dragoons Th-
officer, Cap.tam Philip St. George Cooke, kept a dia- an((i3
has lfeft a lively account of his adventures on the jcl;i;'ne
Pushing forward as fast as possible, the party found therg-.
selvw’}mablq for some time to pass “this wonderfully mobile
army,” and it was not until the evening of the second da
that they got ahead of the “long-legged infantry vol}-,
unteers who, singularly enough, led the advance. On the
eighth of August Cooke’s party saw the first Mexican settle-
ments, ar}d on the twelfth of August they rode under 3 f
of truce into Santa Fe itself, Their route followed clos,eélLg
that of the present Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rail-
road, and the distance they had travelled may be estimated
at fully th{ee hundred miles, a very creditable distance t,
be G;a.(;:comphsjl;ed in less than eleven days. i
vernor Armijo received Kearny’s envo i
promised to send back with themy a “coglinli):slilgzle);”m;g
meet the A{nerican commander. The commissioner selected
was a certain Doctor Henry Connelly, an American by birth
who had' lived in Chihuahua for many years, where he was
mfl n the l?usmess of importing goods from the United
dlates.! Captain Cooke, accompanied by Doctor Con-
o Y, §et o?t upon his return soon after sunrise on the day
owing h13 arrival at Santa Fe. He was assured by the

'See biographical sketch of y
iy Henry Connell
) in Connelley, Doniphan’s Ezpedition, degg;;mard Soesvm.of How




216 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

governor that he would be followed by 2 Mexican foree of

gix thousend men.

Between San Miguel and Las Vegas, sixty or seventy
miles back on the trail, Cooke rejoined Kearny, who was
rapidly advancing with his wagon-train, artillery and all,
over the broken country Kearny did not stop to discuss

matters with the representative of the governor,’ but pushed
d, haranguing the people at every settlement,

and assuring them that he had come t0 extend over them
the laws of the United States and that Armijo was no longer
their governor. Rumors of resistance were received from

Mexican and Indian natives, but no enemies were met;
the most authentic that Armijo with a large

force, variously stated at from two thousand to four thou-

gand men, was ready to defend the Apache cafion, about
theast of Santa Fe. One of Kearny's

fifteen miles sou
as they advanced, they were met.

officers relates how,
« A we approached the ruins of the ancient town of Pecos,” he

writes, “a large fat fellow, mounted on & mule, came towards us atf
speed, and extending his hand to the general, congratulated him on
arrival of himself and army. He said, with a roar of laughter, g

mijo and his troops have gone to hell, and the Cafion is all clear.
This was the alcalde of the settlement.”*

On the next day, the eighteenth of August, the little
army marched twenty-nine miles into Santa Fe. Passing
through the cafion they found an abattis prepared by Ar-
mijo, but no other sign of an enemy: As they approached
the town, they received a letter from the acting governor

offering hospitality; and at sunset the whole of the hungr

and very thirsty American force was in the capital 0
Mexico, the United States flag was hoisted over the palace,

and a salute of thirteen guns was

Governor Armijo,

certain number of inhabitants with the object of

1 Doctor Connelly,

his report as to the n
panic among the Mexican officials.—(I
2 Emory's Noles of a Military

New

being fired by the artillery: |
.t was learned, had actually collected® 5§
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e by AT sorts of

who saw and ‘:elre current in the American arm ik

his flight thoua}i{ ed_Wlth him only four or five ga %OOke’

, thought him doubtful and irresolute o

“with little or ili
no militaty experi i
B o he bys hub perience, distrustful of
which has be:nh::fur}? l?ltua“)’ fleeced, and of thgirﬂfl:e{)(;ia'lty i e
L agom impressed by our lon PO
ing between loyalty to his arm§ ?:?)Irl;xr:ll]?;:ilz:lmlte: (.ioulife,
, lately De-

stowed, and a desi
’ ire to e:
B sdvantage.” * scape the dangers of war upon terms of per

Magoffin
e %’entor,l (;n{e of tl}e men who went with Cooke, told S
e ong time afterward that he hlmsel,f had o
. wijt(;l nlcl)iiin to make a stand. Very likely M’Sl Pf;l;;
v in t:hJS sense, but that he alonaégo
T truthance being made is evidently an -
probably is that Armijo, who hi{:ggem-
; never

1 Bostam,
’Cooke’sagot;’ Nuevo Bernal Diaz, 11, 103 et se
* Benton’s acc%uuejttz?\/;w Mezico and C’aliforng(; 32
gmeml Don Diego Archulzg(:mn s dealings with A}miio and the C
inexact as anything in the 7' (.Whom Benton calls Archuletti) i § bomasniants
Sobhi L by descent andz, Kh irty Years' View. Magoffin ;) ‘sf” absurd and
mthmg in the telling, Bent;)mm'ckw‘11 by birth, and his stots : e
) that he took Magoff n distorted it further. He al y doubtless lost
Wwere glad to make use of hin to the President and the Secre:: i B
S SeerCCS.—(Thirly Years' View Ifyﬁgg ‘)Vall',t who
) ] . was
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seen war, was in a panic and afraid of his own people quite
as much as of the Americans; and when it actually came to
the point, with the great mass of his men obviously unwill-
ing to fight, his resolution finally failed.

It was not surprising that all sorts of explanations should
have been invented to account for Kearny’s astonishing sue-
cess, for his performance was almost unique in the history
of war. Cooke, an educated soldier, sums it up as follows:

“The ‘Army of the West’ marched from Bent’s Fort with only ra-
tions calculated to last, by uninterrupted and most rapid marches, =
until it should arrive at Santa Fe. Is this War? Tested by the rules
of the science, this expedition is anomalous, not to say Quixotic. A =
colonel’s command, called an army, marches eight hundred miles
beyond its base, its communication liable to be cut off by the slightest
effort of the enemy—mostly through a desert—the whole distance

almost totally destitute of resources, to conquer a territory of 250,000 §

square miles. . . . This is the art of War as practiced in America.”t
But the true and sufficient explanation was that Kearny 1
was an officer of great experience; he knew thoroughly what
his men could do; he had excellent information as to the =
character and temper of the people among whom he was

going; and he judged with perfect accuracy what were the =

obstacles he would have to meet.

Shortly after entering Santa Fe, Kearny issued a proe=
lamation declaring his intention to hold the department off N
New Mexico, on both sides of the Rio Grande, as a part of §

the United States, and announcing that he was instructed fo

respect the church, and to protect the persons and property =

of all peaceable inhabitants.? He also promulgated what

on the evening of June 15 that Magoffin was brought by Benton to the White
House, and on June 17 he had an extended interview with Polk and Marey,
“It was concluded,” the former noted, ““that he could be useful in furnishing
supplies for the army, and conciliating the people of the Northern Proyinees
of Mexico to the U. 8., and with that view he was informed that the 8
tary of War would on to-morrow give him letters to Col. Kearney who was
command of the expedition to Santa Fe, and also to the officer who migh
in command of an expedition to Chihuahua, requesting them to avail them=
selves of his services.””—(Polk’s Diary, 1, 472, 475.)

! Cooke, 39.
~*H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong,, 1 sess., 170. He had issued a previous pro¢ias
mation on July 31, just before crossing the Arkansas River, in which he a8®

 life, in the course of 5 fortnight,2

ZVO-ZSI; Coqke’s Conquest of
iy mowsance (Sen. Doe. 7, 30 Cong,, 1 sess.), 15-45:
Cutts’s
Occupation of New Mezico, 38-80,
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.he f:,alleq an “Organic Law for the
1e0,” which professed on its face to
fastabhshed by the government of th
mg.thu.s settled ciy

territory of New Mex-
have been ordained ang
e United States,!

tary governor,

.hDé)ﬁgll;:}x:ualsol Ieft. Santa Fe later in the year on a march
i Earalt, leaving but a reduced garrison in New
- wh.jch . 'Y In 1847 a rather formidable reyolt broke

3 Tice put down, not without considerable Joss of

. Thenceforward
10 attempt by the Mexican government or people tt?::t:l?:

the territory. Californis and New Mexico were securely

held, and the authoriti Tashi
: S 1es at “aShln on
their undivided attentjon to Canug:ﬁng“;re fzze”t(: devote

noun::;i l?(l)mtt'he entered Ne}v Mexico “for the p i ion wi
'a:' (l)l}g txl-]; condition of its inhabitants,” Nothing w:.f tllimon ot
:Ibzd, 177_229pf3 anent annexation.—(7bid,, 168.) I
See details in Sen. Do, 1, 30 Cong., 1 sess

3 )
For Kearny’s march to Santa Fe, referen, Ay

: ce may be made to R;
New Mezico, ete., 1~70; Emory’s Notz.slo?;}t)z]eMxthJ-,

Ezpedition, 129-220; Eq ; Connelley, Dong
Con ) -220; wards, Campaign in N, '€y, z-
o of New Menias nd Now Mesico, 32-67; Twithelln Hibpes’




