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ought not to hand over the command to Stockton, the next

officer in rank; but he could not bring himself to act. Stock-

ton, with that robust self-confidence which he never failed
to exhibit in any relation in life, was ready and anxious to
undertake the duty. On July 23, 1846, he sent a letter to
Sloat pointing out what ought to be done, and, in the tone
one might adopt toward a sick child, he asked: “Had you
not better send me an order to take command at once, and
make my own arrangements? It will facilitate operations,
and relieve you from a great deal of trouble.” ! Under the
influence of Stockton’s stronger will Sloat presently yielded,

and on June 29 sailed in the Levant for Panama, reaching %
home in November, where he received a very sharp repri-

mand for his delay in seizing California.

How Stockton and Frémont blustered and swaggered, how |

they got possession of all Upper California, how Governor

Pio Pico and General José Castro fled to Mexico, how
Gillespie, left in command at Los Angeles, exhibited himself
to the natives as a petty tyrant, how they rose and fought

the Americans with unexpected energy and temporary sue- =
cess, how Colonel Kearny with a hundred dragoons came
overland in time to have a share in the fighting, and how

the Americans finally succeeded, are details of local Cali=" =

fornia history which do not fall within the scope of this

book. It is enough to say that by what was called the
treaty of Cahuenga the entire native force surrendered on =
January 13, 1847, and that not long afterward American %
reinforcements arrived, whereby American control of the =

country was so fast riveted that no possible native rising

CHAPTER XXXV

PLANNING A CAMPAIGN —THE OCCUPATION OF
NEW MEXICO

; WgEN Congress had placed at the dis osal i
istration ten Mon dollars and fifty thcf)usandofmg:letim
task of preparing for g foreign war was only just be
.How great that task was nobody in the cabinet had g;;n
idea. In the seventy years of national existence only twg
wars had bee'n fought—both against Great Britain and
both on American soil—and the men at the head of affairs
;zrs mtxil;l)cent of any knowledge of what was involved in
o lell(;l ba%kselcljc.h an enterprise as that on which they were
Not a single step had been taken toward planning a cam-
fl;a;gn. There was no intelligence department for either
notedmlg{e or the navy. The government—as the President
v r with Vexatlon—.was. without reliable information
= pography of Mexico, the character of the roads
 Supplies which could be drawn from the country, or thé
ties or obstructions which might exist in canyiilg on a
tcz:npalgn.l Nobody seems to have known anything of even
.o 8easons.  Scott announced, with the air of disclosing an

Mportant secret, that there was rain in northern Mexico
o fMay to the end of September, and that there wag
Teiore no advantage in undertaking military operations
ore October? Even the immediate surroundings of a

3 .

3 : S:ol:ts tthIary’ IT, 139 (Sept. 15, 1846).

v ‘ 5 arcy, Ma)r 21, 1846; Sen. Doc. 378, 29 Cong., 1 sess., 6. Scott
: o ;;;ilz(fadl 8t,;]218 xpforma?.tlzon fx_'om “Col. A. Butler, a dj's’tin’guished
e » Since minister in Mexico, &e. &e., and from General

» Who has travelled much in Mexico with C * &
: ol. Butler, i
to I::t)l’l ede that the two know more of northern and miclild:ereI):ich
persons, taken together, in the District of Columbia.” See
195

and no conceivable expedition from Mexico could have =
shaken it. Thenceforth, all through the war, California =
remained securely in the undisputed possession of th&j
United States. 9

1 Stockton to Sloat, July 23, 1846; ibid., 544.
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196 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO :
place so important as Vera Cruz were unknown, and the dis-
cussion of a plan to attack it was suspended for a whole
week, until a former consul could be summoned from Rhode =
Island to “draw a rough diagram” for the benefit of the
military and naval officers whose advice was asked.!

The obvious line of advance along the Rio Grande had
never been examined. Nobody in Washington knew what =
was the depth of that river, or its volume of water at dif-
ferent seasons of the year, or how far it was navigable by
river steam-boats. '

“Had we foreseen,” wrote the quartermaster-general six months
after war was declared, “the nature of the navigation of the Mexican
coasts and harbors, and of the Rio del Norte, and built suitable steame
boats several months ago, a million dollars might have been saved.”* i

The navy, so far as sea-going ships were concerned, was
in excellent condition and quite capable of maintaining 8
blockade or capturing such places as could be approached
by vessels of deep draught; but it proved to be deficientin ™
light-draught steamers, which were essential if the captureof §
the towns near the Gulf was to be attempted.? The num- "
ber of muskets issued to the navy was too small to arm
landing parties of any size, and light field-pieces for usein
such expeditions had never been supplied to cruising ships,
although that practice existed in foreign navies. The near
est navy-yard was at Pensacola, which was quite inadequaté”
for the demands upon it. And finally, the requirements of
steam-vessels being as yet hardly understood, little or no~
provision for coaling had been made.* N

The regular army was hopelessly inadequate in numbers;,
however excellent in the quality of its personnel. The total
force on paper was 8,616; but the total number “present for
Chapter IX, above, as to the travels of Butler and Mason in the year "r
One wonders what had brought these two worthies together again after four=
teen years.—(Scott to Marcy, May 25, 1846; ibid., 11.) .-

1 Polk’s Diary, 11, 180, 195.

2 Jesup to Marey, Nov. 7, 1846; H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1

3 Report of the Secretary of the Navy, Dec. 5, 1846; H. R,

2 sess., 382,
¢ Conner’s Home Squadron, ete., passim.
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been encumbered with a train of hundreds of wagons, and
it was not until months afterward that the use of pack- |
mules for army transport seems to have crossed the mind of |
any one in Washington.!
The younger officers were mostly graduates of West -
Point, and so far as theoretical training in the art of war |
could make them good soldiers they were excellent, but
they had never seen a civilized enemy. The greatest weak-
ness of the army was in its senior officers, most of whom
were incapacitated by age or sickness. As there was no
retired list, “there was hardly a regiment in service which
could take the field with its full number of field officers.
. . . The general officers were also advanced in years, and
many of them too much so to be useful.” ? '
Of these elderly generals, the highest in rank, though by =
no means in years, was Major-General Winfield Scott, then
just a little under sixty years of age.® He was a Virginian
by birth, like General Taylor; but there the resemblance
ended, for no two men were ever more unlike. Scott wasa
citizen of the world, well read, fond of company and good
living, with genial manners. He had spent a.year or more.
at William and Mary College, and had then studied lawin
Richmond, and when twenty-two years old had obtained & =
commission in the regular army. His services in the War™
of 1812, which shortly afterward ensued, were against Brit=
ish troops, and justly attracted the attention and admirs- =
tion of the country; and they were rewarded by rapid pro- 11
motion and a gold medal struck by order of Congress. 1

Since the close of that war he had twice visited Europe §

as a traveller; had had some share in directing the conduet
of the Black Hawk and Seminole wars; had been sent by |
President Jackson to take command in Charleston Harhor
when nullification threatened civil war; and had discharged
with success quasi-diplomatic missions to the Cherokee i<
dians and on the Canadian frontier. In 1841, upon the™§
1 Polk’s Diary, II, 118 (Sept. 5, 1846). - “ i
?Ripley, I, 95. Adjutant-General to Secretary of War, July 30, 154@71, "

H. R. Doc. 4, 29 Cong., 2 sess., 71.
¢ He was born June 13, 1786.
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death of General Macomb, he was made a major-general
and called to the command of the whole army. His duties
had on Fhe whole been performed in pleasant places, and
during his nearly fifty years in the army he had lived chiefly
in or near New Orleans, New York, and Washington.

His colossal frame and striking features would have at-
tracted attention at any time and in any company, but he
also loved to set off his personal advantages by the finest
uniforms.  But for the tall, fair periwig, he was Esmond’s
General Webb to the life, and those lines which pleased Webb
80 highly might well have been written of Scott:

“Before the front the general sternly rides
With such an air as Mars to battle strides;
Propitious heaven must sure a hero save,
Like Paris handsome, and like Hector brave.”

He was his own worst enemy. A love of paradox, ex-
tra,ordl.nary vanity, and the restless pen of a ready writer
were .hlS chief defects. But he was withal a diligent student
of mllitzfuy affairs, and knew from books the whole art of
war as 1t was practised thirty years after Waterloo. His
personal.courage was unquestionable, his health and energy
were unimpaired, and he possessed the keen judgment of
men that enabled him to select and inspire young and ca-
p.able subordinates. He had, in a word, most of the essen-
tial qual{ties of a great general. But at the beginning of
the Memcan War Scott was suffering from one very s?eri-
ous disability. He was a declared Whig, and had, unfortu-
nately for his usefulness, allowed himself to he mentioned ”’
for the Presidency on more than one oceasion. Indeed, in
the convention which nominated General Harrison he had
fecetved sixty-two votes on the ballot before the last.! In
184:4 he had prudently declined to let his name be used as
against Clay, but it could hardly be doubted that he had an
fager eye on the next nomination.

l » . :
~'butsfc0tt himself believed that he would have been nominated at that time
A vO}‘ t_ht_a blunder{ng of his former legal preceptor, Mr. Leigh, who headed

irginia delegation.— (Scott’s Autobiography, 355-359.)
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It is therefore, perhaps, not very surprising that Polk’s entered th : M 201
administration did not care to consult him before the war eredit, in h*i’sregu!&l‘ army in 1812 and had served with
with Mexico was declared. What is much. more singular Rt at the I;)attlzle state and in Canada. For gallantgreat
is that Sf:ot.t should not have thought 1t worth while to ik of lieutenzn t-e of Plattsburg he was given the b i)
trouble himself on the subject. He must have guessed, ab = general, and colonel, §ewed subsequently as ins eret\;et
least since January, 1846, when the order was sent 0 Taylor R ithre aik of tl‘;"as made brigadier-general in 1841 %c 4
to advance to the Rio Grande, that war was possible; but B divisi e Mexican War he was in comma.ild 2 o
he never, so far as appears, r.nade the s.lightest. attempt But thou ll(l)llt’ﬁWIth he{td—q_uarters st New Yok of the
at preparation. A more experienced administration would i ingth e organization of a general staff
doubtless have set the staff of the War Department t0 work | B Lad e extreme, and the President and a]lwliafs 'y
from the moment diplomatic negotiations were broken off, ¥ naries to a dlg:tl’:,rl);- neglected the most obvious prelizlq-
: : ; ] o ra y i-
so as to have plans ready -for any .emergenq. But, as it - —— evidlgnt]Of war, certain features of the first
was, they did not call for information and Scott did nob il as milit nuly indicated in advance by politi
volunteer advice; and so by the thirteenth of May, when the fixed an(i ary considerations. In the first pla},lcgo‘ tltlcal
war f:/iaz (fieclared, everything had «ill to be planned i dent to take s;erﬁiifdlg’ tgxpl\r; ssed purpose of the IPrv::i
provided Ior- , B be oqui Ol the exican territo
Next in rank to Scott, although several years older, was | pensatiozqtl:: ‘::Ilznt_ to a war indemnity, in adl('i};t?snwt%uid i
Briga,dier-General Edmund Pen(-lleton Ga%nes, a major: that policy was sglfirﬁ Clallmants_ It seems, however ,:)1;];
general by brevet, who was stationed at New Orleans, I | Qetary of Stat en ¢ ea-rly understood, even by I”olk’
command of what was called the western division.! Nealy ing of the da e. At a cabinet meeting held on the .
twenty years before he had had a bitter controversy with | i Am g’ war was decl:.ired, 5 drall maatetied :Vefl'
Scott, and they had been on bad terms €Ver since. 'They = Bk wos in t?ﬁg: ddtlpll(j)matlc agents announcing the f:éi.
gy : 0 :
dministration for appoint- ers. Buchanan, accor diigoﬁmélﬁléc:;’tfgs&o atu focll.eign pow:
M 'S ia’ry; had

had been rivals in Adams’s & e
ment to the head of the army at the time when Gent R in thi
5 R : : n .
Macomb was appointed. A majority of the cabinet had &z with :}:rlligr;)f tact(lqliitritnhe %Illteg States had not gone to
g either California or New Mexi
exico

favored Scott, but Adams would not have him. or 3
) ‘ any other portion of the Mexican territory

rded, “ one voice for Gaines. He and Scott E
hemselves obnoxious by continual acts of insu { I told him,” the President recorded, “that th
) ) at t ough we l.lad not

nation and contempt of the cvil authority. Their controversy 10f gone to war for conquest, yet i :

rank and precedency has been carried on by both not only with rancdt ﬁ“:!t; practicable obtain) Calitfov::?a c:f:; tha}: mhmaking peace we
" ican territory as wo : | such other portion o

! Mexico, and to gefray :}:d be sufficient to indemnify our claimanis:,t(l)1 :

B continued wr e expe:ns'es_of the war which that pow bn

B weil kovn o and injuries had forced us to s

well known that the Mexi wage. 1 told

exican Government had no other

“There was not,”” he reco

but indecency.” *

above the rank d :
New York, who had means of indemnifying us.”

The only other officer in the army
colonel was John E. Wool, a native of

cord see Vol. I, 372-380, above.

1 As to Gaines’s earlier Te
2 Adams's Memoirs, V11, 507. Richard Rush, who was & me B on with his sinoul
: s singular faculty :
of seeing terrif
y-

Adams cabinet, related some further particulars of this controversy to i i illg B etcles ;
609 €8 1n every imag-
4 inable path
path of conduct, was for a

dent Polk. See Polk’s Diary, 11, 343; and Curtis's Life of Buchanan,
¢l seq., where & long letter from Rush gives part of the story. se]f-d,enymg ordinance
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“Mr. Buchanan said if when Mr. McLane announced to Lord - 203
Aberdeen the existence of the War with Mexico the latter should de- Mexi ¢
mand of Mr. McLane to know if we intended to acquire California or Presid X1co, 'aﬂd 1t was obvious even
any other part of the Mexican territory and no satisfactory answer €sldent and his cabinet, that this l] ¢
was given, he thought it almost certain that both England and France i atter
would join with Mexico in the war against us.” J

A hot discussion at once sprang up, which lasted more
than two hours—*“one of the most earnest and interesting,”
the President thought, which had occurred in his cabinet,
The result was that the paragraph objected to was struck
out.! -
It was the conclusion of the cabinet that New Mexico and
Upper California ought to be seized at once, and that the ;
coast of the Gulf of Mexico must be blockaded. It was rea- : ﬁ?:;e tthe C;bmet. It
sonably certain that no great opposition was to be antiei= ot fWO thousand me
pated in any of these attempts, and so far as the navy was our thousand on
concerned it was only necessary to notify the commanding
officers of the Gulf and Pacific squadrons that war had been
declared. But the military forces had yet to be organized,”
their numbers determined, their commanders selected, and §
their line of march definitely fixed. [
For invading New Mexico an admirable nucleus of &
force already existed in Colonel Stephen W. Kearny’s regis
ment of dragoons, five companies of which had made &
practice march of over two thousand miles during the pres
ceding summer. The greater part of the command was a6
Fort Leavenworth, and the remainder in Iowa and Arkans
sas; and as they were immediately available, orders were
sent to Kearny on the day war was declared to set out on§
the Santa Fe trail. At the same time a requisition was seal
to the Governor of Missouri for a thousand mounted volui=
teers to follow him.? _ :
The blockade of the Mexican ports and the seizure of
their frontier settlements were, however, relatively unim
portant measures. They would not at all affect the oF

was then tentat
0 should march
Chihuahua (whic

ively agreed that
on Santa Fe and
h there wag some

1 Polk’s Diary, 1, 397 (May 13, 1846). The circular as finally sent "»5"‘:
printed in Moore’s Buchanan, VI, 484.
~ *Polk’s Diary, 1, 396.
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army was verbally offered to General Scott and accepted i

by him. 2

Within a week the President began to doubt whether
Scott was the man for the place, after all. A story reached
him that Scott had said he would probably not go to the
seat of war until about the first of September; and the Presi-

dent, who was still under the customary delusion of Ameri-

can public men, that a few thousand recruits with weapons
in their hands constituted an army, sent word to Scoff
that no such delay would be permitted and he must proceed =
to his post or be superseded.! Again, two days later, on
Thursday, May 21, there was brought to the White House §
a private letter written by Scott to Senator Archer, of -
Virginia, in which very strong language was used in referenee
to the appointment of officers to the new regiment of
“mounted rifles,” intended for service in Oregon. 2

“The proposed Riflemen,” ran the letter, “are intended by western 3
men to give commissions or rather pay to western democrats. Notan

eastern man, not a graduate of the Military Academy and certainly
not a whig would obtain a place. . . . You may be certain I shall not
dishonor myself by recommending any individual whatever.” r,

A letter of this kind, addressed by the general in com= %

mand of the army to one of the leaders of the opposition
in the Senate, was enough to rouse the meekest of Presi= %
dents, and it made Polk furious. 3

)
“The letter,” he noted, “was of a partisan character; wholly unbe-"
coming the commander-in-chief of the army, and highly exceptionable
in its tenor and language toward the President. It proved to me that
Gen’l Scott was not only hostile, but recklessly vindictive in his feels
ing towards my administration. . . . After seeing this letter I can’

! Ibid., 408 (May 19, 1846). The story in General Taylor’s camp was that
Scott had declined to go to the front because it would interfere with his prep
arations for the next presidential election; but in Taylor's own o
Scott’s refusal was sure to ‘“blight his prospects most effectually for thi
idency, which he has been looking forward to with a longing eye for mafy

~ years.”—(Taylor to Wood, June 2: and 24, 1846; Taylor’s Letters from e
Battlefields, 11-18.) o
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