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two who had brought bim the news rode back twenty-five 
miles and met Lieutenant Gillespie near the outlet of the 
lake. Again it was the eventful day of Resaca de la Palma. 

There were now sixteen men in ali in the camp, and a 
they thought the Indians in the neighborhood were friendly 
no watch was kept. Just before midnight, however, the 
camp was attacked by savages, and before the attack was 
repulsed three men were killed. ext morning Frémont and 
the survivors started back to join the main body of bis 
party. His first care was to undertake a punitive expedi­
tion. He determined to avenge the attack on bis camp, and 
to strike the Indians a blow wbich should "make them real­
ize that Castro was far and I was near"; although what 
Castro had to do with the midnight a sault nobody ever 
knew. Several villages were therefore attacked and a num­
ber of Indians miscellaneously killed. Tbi Frémont called 
"a rude but necessary measure to prevent injury to the 

wbites." 1 

Having thus taken revenge, the whole party next went 
south and reached the American settlements on the ac­
ramento River, north of Sutter's, by May 24, 1846. Dwing 
these two weeks Frémont had ample opportunity to con­
sider and digest the information wbich was brought to bim 
by Lieutenant Gille pie. · 

Gillespie had not left vV ashington until about the first oí 
ovember, 1 45, and a day or two before that he bad 

called upon the President to take leave. 

"I held a confidential conversation," the President wrote, "with 
Lieut. Gillespie of the Marine Corps, about 8 O'Clock P.M., on the 
subject of a secret mission on which he was about to go to California. 
His secret instructions & the letter to Mr. Larki.n, . S. Consul at 
Monterey, in the Department of State, will explain the object of his 

mission." 1 

The "secret instructions" must have been verbal, for 
none have ever been discovered in the records at Wasbing· 

· 1 See "The Conquest of California," Centv.ry Magazine (April, 1891), XLI. 
924; Frémont's .Memoirs, I, 493--496. 

2 Polk's Diary, I, 83 (Oct. 30, 1845). 
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ton. Al1 the papers which Gill . 
California were a duplicate f Besp1e took ~th him for 
Larkin of October 17, person~ I uchan~'s mstruction to 
Buchanan to Lark:in and Fré etters of mtroduction from 
letters from Senator Benton r:~\;nd a package of family 
ters to Larkin have been . rs. Frémont. The Iet­
have not, although it waiublished; the letters to Frémont 
to justify his sub upon these that Frémont relied 

sequent conduct In ali h 
and contradictory explanations which t e numerous 
gave, he always referred to B t ' I Frémont afterward 
to have intended to acco en on s . etters; and he seems 
saying that they were in ~t ::~ t~eir n~n-pr?duction by 
would mean nothing to others alt: family c1pher which 
sant as he was with the rin '. ough ~ him, conver­
they had a world of meaniiO' i c1pal figures m Washington, 

Neverthele , it is possibl;· t . 
probability, what were reall o guess, with sorne degree of 
ters. On October 24 1 45 ~ the contents of Benton's let­
House by invitation' H , enton had called at the White 
visitor. He had be~n o e wasd not. at that time a frequent 
it was only with relucta!!º~~ t t~ Polk's nomination, and 
the stump. Indeed the p ·ctª e had supported him on 
to him ' res1 ent seem t t h for sorne montbs b f s no o ave spoken 
solely for the purpose f ~~re. _He now sent for Benton 
"His o ~cussmg th O ' manner and conversati " e . regon question. 
apparent surpnse· " I on, the Pres1dent noted with 

, were a togethe 1 . 
and such as they had al b r. p easant and fnendly . way een m fo , 
was m Congress with him" Af . rme~ years when I 
sorne length, · ter discussmg Oregon at 

"the conversation then turned o . . ~~t Brittaín had her e e n Calif orma on which I remarked that 
it ¡f ~he could, but that ihe on~h~t country and intended to possess 
hnn1t California to pass into ih P e of t_he U. S. would not willingly 
1f Great Brittain or any f . e possess1on oí any new colony planted 
uu M , ore1gn monarchy d th • 
. · onroe s doctrine I had Calif . & h an at m reasserting 

asco as much in view as Ore on orma t e fine Bay of San Fran-
Power ought to b . g . Col. Benton agreed that no F . 
versa.ti e perm1tted to colonize C lif . ore1gn 

on occurred conceming Capt F a' orma. . . . Sorne con-
. remont s expedition and his . 

1 R , , 10-
oyce s California, 116. 
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tention to visit California before his return. Col. B. expr ssed the 
opinion that Americans would settle on the Sacraminto River and 
ultimately hold the country. The conversation on the subject of 
Foreign Colonization closed by a general remark that no new Foreign 
Colony could be perroitted on any part of the orth American Conti-
nent, on which there seemed to be an agreement." 1 

Tbis explanation of the President's Monroe doctrine 
policy, and sorne speculations as to the intentions of Euro­
pean nations and the probabilities of war with Eng1and or 
Mexico, or both, must have made up the staple of Benton's 
inf ormation. He · was not otherwise in the President's 

confidence. 
Gillespie himself never threw any light on bis "secret 

orders." Befare a committee of Congre Frémont testi­
fied that Gillespie' orders required him "to ascertain the 
disposition of the Calif ornian people, to conciliate their f eel­
ings in favor of the United States, and to find out, with a 
design of counteracting, the designs of the British Govern­
ment upon that country." 2 If to tbis, which was a mere 
paraphrase of the instructions to Larkin, we add f urther 
orders to conf ér with Frémont in case he was still in Cali­
fornia, and to inf orm him of the existing state of affairs 
and of the instructions sent to Larkin, we may feel pretty 
confident that we have the whole of Gille pie's mission. 

Frémont was accustomed in bis later day to say tbat 
Gillespie brought official information of war with Mexico. 
The fact was that when Gillespie left Washington, and 
for more than two months afterward, the President and 
hi cabiñet were extremely hopef ul of a peaceful solution 
through Slidell's efforts, and therefore from that quarter be 
could have brought no official news except news of peace. 

Gillespie had reached the city of Mexico in December, 
1 45, and was delayed there for sorne time by the paredes 
revolt, which rendered it impossible to get across to tbe 
Pacific. Early in the new year, however, he did rnanage­
travelling under his own narne, but in the character of a 

. rnerchant in search of health and amusernent-to get to 

1 Polk'e Diary, I, 68-72. 
t R. R. Report 817, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 3-4. 
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azatlan, where he mad . 
loat and begged for a e himself known to Commodore 

Sloat nothing of his misslo~ge to Monterey, but he told 
of-war Cyane by wa f . Sloat sent him on the sl 
rived at last at his d Yt? t~e Sandwich Islands and h oop­
to d , es 10at10n on A il 1 , e ar-

a ay after the date of the . pr ?, 1 46, six months 
charged to convey to th Am . 10structions which he 
th · • e encan ul was ~ 10structions, it will be r cons . The original of 
Uruted States ship Congress ::e:bered_, ~as on board the ca:1 o~ her leisurely jo~ey t: c:\J:S ~lllle was lying at 

esp1e, who had of rma. • . , course pick d 
rumors lil Mexico, though nothin; ~ up sorne warlike 
stayed two days at M te ·º definite so early as Mar h 
f S on rey with Larkin e , 
or an Francisco Bay and Sutte ' , and then set out 

on the twenty-eighth of A ri1 ~s Fort, where he arrived 
horses and went on to ove~ak e then secured rnen and 
as has been seen, on the ninth e Frémont, whom he joined 
turned back down the Sac of May, and with whorn he' 

As ramento valle 2 
soon as Frémont got b k . y. 

parts of the valley he a~ mto the more or less settled 
acc~unt of his meeting :~he ~o B~nton, giving a short 
receive,d nothing from Buchan Gillesp1e, and saying he had 
had led him to expect a comm an! al~hough Benton's letter 
:•w proceed directly homew:~tion. He himsell would 
u~ull d not reach the frontier tili ;ay of the Colorado, 

etter he enclosed to La .. epternber.3 
Monterey, request10· g him rkin, the American consul . 
p · • to forw d · t . 10 
thronusmg to write more at lenrr+h ar I via Mazatlan, and 

e same me 6 .u soon. But Gill . 
with him enger- eale, one of th esp1e, by 

to overtake Frémont e men who had gone -wrote full to L • 
, Fré Y arkin from 

mont'sM • the rece. emmrs, I 532 537 SI 
a dupu:!.ºf the orders dr Oct. 17,.1845~~¡ :':i/ftiª~¡t!7,_1846, acknowledged 

t The sub. t . pie doubtl~ brought 

e lif Jec of Gillesp· ' " a ornian h. . ie s eecret missi " 
150¡ Banc 1Stor1ans. Reference ma b on has been much discUS&3d r...,,.,., ~!;;. ';,:',!;";""' v, 26-29, ss'.89'. :=,:~ no,.,.., Colif ornia, i:;. 
art1cle entitled "Th Covers1ons are printed in hia M '3~7-312, notes 33 and 39 
ziM , . e nqu t r e ¡. . emoirs 488-490 d . · 

,or April, 1891 XLI o a JÍOrrua," publi hcd .' 'an m the 
a FuU text in Fré' , ' 917-928. s m the Century Maga. 

mont s llfonoirB I 499 I . . ' ' · talics m the original. 



180 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO 

"Peter Lubin's house" of bis own adventutes since 1eaving 
Monterey and of Frémont's plans. 

"Fremont and I," be related, "ca.me here leaving tbe Camp very 
much worn out, fifteen miles above. We have been living upon Horse­
meat for sorne eight days without flour. There was too much snow 
upon the mountains to cross. He now goes home froro here. I send 
this messenger to get such news as you have and to give us sorne in­
formation in relation to the ves els of war-where they are and whether 
the Congress has arrived. . . . eal wil1 give you al\ the news o.bout 
our travel, to whom I must refer you .... I sha.ll go immediately to 

Yerba Buena." 1 

Larkin received these letters late on the evening of May 
31. To Frémont he wrote, wishing bim "a speedy, safe, 
and pleasant journey to our Capital," sending him sorne 
N ew York and ew Orleans newspapers, and thanking 
bim for former offers of service in Washington, which he 
said he would not c1aim at that time. To Buchanan, Lar­
kin wrote, giving an account of the movements of Frémont 
and Gillespie as reported by the latter, and saying that 
"Captain Freemont now starts for the States." 2 

As stated in hi letter to Larkin, Gillespie had previously 
arranged with Frémont to go down the Sacramento River 
to Yerba Buena (San Francisco), the purpose being to try 
to get supplies !roro sorne American man-of-war; and 
though they did not know whether any &uch vessel was ro 
be met with, Frémont drew up and signed a letter to Gilles-
pie containing a Jist of what was wanted, and saying that il 
these articles could be got !roro "our Squadron" it would 
"materially aid the surveys with wbich I aro cbarged and 
very much expedito my return to the States."' What be 
said he needed was lead, powder, percussion-caps, sugar, 
coffee, tea, pork, tobacco, medicines, and other tbings tbal 
might very well be useful toan exploring expedition. TblJY 
roight also be useful in a raid on the Mexican villages. 

1 
Frémont to Larkin; Gillespie to Larkin, May 24, 1846; Bancroft Colld" 

(Univ. of California) MSS. s Larkin to Frémont, May 31, 1846¡ Larkin to Buchana.n, June 1, 1846i ibi4, 
'See text in Frémont's Memoirs, I, 504. 
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vmg Frémont encam d 
mouth of the Feath . pe on the Sacram 
ter's settlement) G~ Ri~er (sorne fifteen milesent at the 
boat about the eighth ~f7 reached San Franc~ ºi: S~t,. 
sloop-of-war Partsmouth ;e and found the United l y 
chor at yerba B ' ommander fonto- tates 
b 

uena. Th p oomery at 
Y Commodore I e ortsmouth had b ' an­

of March 9 tell;•t as oon a he received r:n. d~tached 
Frémont and the i ?f the prospects of a li ~kin s letter 
April 22, and her.:~•- he had reached fr! between 
the consul that th pnsed comroander then I nterey on 
past and tha e country had been . earned from 
ten.Íed nl t Castro's menaces . qmet for six months 

Mte 
? y as a basis for high fl agamsd t Frémont were m· 

r mne da - own esp t h -
San Franciscoysb ~t Monterey the Por~~ es to Mexico ! 
with Larki , ' nngmg eale on his had come to 

B f ~ s letter to Frémo t way back to Sutter's 
e ore Gillespie's arrival n .. 

ten to Frémont askin Captam Monto-orne . 
and therefore h g ":hether he could be f ry had ~t,. 
Montgomery's' : en Gillespie did come ;:. any sernce ;' 
ery was ve essenger ( eale) on t ' vmg crossed 
and also t ryl ready to furnish him "thh'!.itªY, Montgom-
dollars in ~o::yd,2 at Gillespie's su~tion ::t wash asked, 

It · ha · ' een undred 

f . lS rd to read this eeling · mass of 
Gillespi:º1~;:"~~ that Frémont, .~0;:::,orrtlence without 
the twenty-eighth tof Mgo to the coast-that ~; to tthe time 
United s O ay-was l ' up o about 
B 

tates. He did . d reso ved to go back t th 
arbara a d f , m eed talk f . o e 

River· but\ ? returning home' by waº gomg to Santa 
brook' invitat~e such a joumey involvJ of the Colorado 
I ion to Castro it d. a sort of Donn 

p ~atdGelib""':te attack od the.; ~ot apparently conte!: 
illespie's . exicans.ª persuasions, or his infor . 

; Mont,om,,,. 
00 

mation concern-
to ?llespie to Mon~:ont, June 3, 1846; ibid., 518 

'T1mon!, June 10, 184~ib~une 9, 1846; ibid., 504. See 8Uppli!1:-ISb sorne evidenc~ ~t 5h19.had . . alao Montgomery 
· ,,, w e sent f him e m th in valif omia 96 or to Santa Barb e previous February rd ' . ara. See Kelse ' U o ered ys · S. Cons~ 
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ing the state of aff airs with Mexico, falling on the vain and 
egotistical mind of Frémont, were the cause of his move­
ments up to this date is hardly open to doubt; and the 
chief argument which the tempter used seems like1y to 
have been the necessity Frémont was under of giving a 
proof of his courage to the wor1d. It was at any rate prom­
inent1y put forward in Frémont's first exp1anation. 

''You will remember," he wrote to Benton, "how grossly outraged 
and insulted we had already been by this officer (Castro); many in my 
own camp, and throughout the country, thought tbat I sbould not 
have retreated in March last. I felt humiliated and humbled; one 
of the main objects proposed by this exi>edition bad been entirely de­
f eated, and it was tbe opinion of the officers of the squadron (so I was 
informed by Mr. Gillespie) that I could not again retreat consistently 

with any roilitary reputation." 1 

His first idea, therefore, seems to have been to march the 
whole length of California, so as to give Castro an opportu­
nity of attacking him; and this he conceived to be a com­
pliance with the distinct orders of the United States gov­
ernment to use every effort to conciliate the inhabitants of 
the country I But in the absence of positive contempo­
raneous evidence it is on1y possib1e to forro more or less 
plausible conjectures as to Frémont's state oí mind at this 
time. What his intentions soon af terward became is certain. 

The American settlers up and down the acramento val­
ley were a rough and ignorant set of frontiersmen, suspi­
cious, afraid alike of the Indians and the "Spaniards," and 
ready to believe and act on the most absurd rumors. There 
was, however, in the spring of 1846 a basis of solid fact for 
their suspicions. First of all, Frémont and his men were 
seen retreating befare the Mexicans, who were said to have 
driven them from the neighborhood of Monterey. Then 
American and British ships of war were coming and going on 
the coast. Gillespie, an American o:ffi.cer, appeared and set 
off in hot baste after Frémont; and finally, af ter an interval, 
he returned in company with Frémont and all his men. 

1 Frémont to Benton, July 25, 1846; Frémont's Memoirs, I, 545. 
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at, the settlers might 
The meaning would harJaturally ask, did all this mean? 
~d felt confident of th . y have mattered if the settl . 
ignorant must have kno err own status¡ but even the m ers 
!ornia in open defi wn that they were residí . o _t 
tille to their lands anc~ of Mexican laws that thng ';:._ Cah­
without at Jeast be,, an . !bat they neve/ could .,,,"Y . d. no 
the subject was peJ:;1g Me,acan citizens. TJ~.;'~~ 
peatedly called to publi y we~ known and had b Thus · Jul e attentwn een re-

m Y 1845 th . 
structed to i ~e "th' e Governor of Californ1·a . · • e most · · was m 
migrat10n of Ame . pos1t1ve orders" . -
Colwnbia." Th ncan families "lrom th M~~t the 
w e orders were dul . e IS oun and U:, ever ';'acle to en/oree them t~::'ued! but as no attempt 

ever. In April 1846 M unnugrants carne f aster 
~o~te~y, reiterated 'the ;., ~uel Castro, the prefect at 
y isswng a sort of I mngs so often uiven bef se t t proc amat · • o· ore 
n o subprefects alcald wn, copies of which , 

others. , es, consuls consul were ' ar agents, and 

. "Being informed " ra . 
e1gners, takin adv' n this document, ,, that . 
come with th; req ~~tage of our local circumsta a multitude of f or-
and that many of~~tes provided by law are r ~~es, ~thout having 
country have tak em who should not' evenes bl ndmig ~ the district 

his 
en possessi f e a tted · ·' 

on t subject I h on o real propert ell . mto th1S 
settlements th;t th ave concluded to instruct ~ w. dkno';ffig the law 
perm.it or auth . ey cannot, without incur . Ju ges m charge of 
class of pro ertor1ze any sale or cession wha~g great responsibility 
ican 't• p Y, except in accord . ever of land or of .d' 

c1 tzens· d . . anee WJth l d . , sa1 
legally in th ' a vismg the foreigners wh aw an m favor of Mex 

e country th t o are not • • 
make of Jand will b ª whatever purchas ?~~urahzed and 
ject, unless th e ?ull and void; and that ~or acqms1tion they may 
from it wbenev: r:tire voluntarily from the ese persons will be sub-

t e Government may find ·t countr~, to be expelled 
Thi I convement."2 

ti s paper, which was h 
ers, and beard of in ~er aps seen by sorne of th 

many more, was a mildan Idnaccurate and garbled f e sebt-
1 an accurate ta orm y 
s Cuevas to Pico Jul I s tement of unqu 
. &.ncroft CoUect · Y º•. 1845; Bancroft CaF . es-

Pllllted in Frétno ,wn (Uruv. oí Cali!orni~ i¡om!-'1, IV, 605. 
nt s M emoirs, I, 503 · a.nd s ) .B An lIIB.ccurate tra.nslati . ' ee a.ncroft, California lV . on 18 

1 '503. 
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tioned law. The diff erence between the settlers in Texas 
and the settle~ in California was as wide as the distance 
between the East and the W est. The Texas settlers were 
invited to come and were offered grants of land. Tlie Cali­
fornia settlers occupied their lands in the teeth of the law, 
and in spite of reiterated public warnings. But they cared 
nothing at ali for Mexican warnings. 

The truth is that the Americans in the Sacramento val­
ley and the hundreds who were toiling along the Oregon trail 
and across the mountain passes, looked upon the Mexi­
cans in precisely the same light as European colonists looked 
on the natives of Australia or Africa or America. "Ca tro," 
to them, was a vague embodiment of some barbarous and 
incomprehensible authority, and they spoke of him and 
regarded him just as the seventeenth-century Englishmen 
who came to Virginia and Massachusetts spoke of Pow­
hatan and Massasoit. And justas the English, when they 
wrote home, described Powhatan as a great emperor ruling 
over vast territories and with many princes in his train, so 
" Castro" and his few ragged followers were described as 
if Don Jo é were a real general at the head of a real army. 
The American settlers in California could not understand 
"Castro's" laws or bis Jangua.ge, and they had not the 
smallest intention of obeying the one or learmng the other. 
They saw that he had vast and fertile lands, wbich were 
entirely unoccupied and wbich they intended to acquire 
for themselves. If he objected he was to be pacified and 
humored, but if he proved troublesome he was to be knocked 
on the head with as little compunction as a wild beast who 
should venture to attack them. 

Rumor, founded on fact, asserted that "Castro" was 
gathering large bodies of troops at Santa Clara, and it was 
said that the object of tbis great armament was to march 
north to attack the Americans. The literal truth was that 
Jo é Castro, who was at odds with Govemor Pio Pico, of 
Los Angeles, had got together sorne seventy men with the 
purpose of marching south to fight the gov~rnor. It was 
also asserted that " Castro" was stirring up the Indiana to 
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attack the . settlers, and as a proof of this allegation 
Frémont sa1d that a man named Hensley said that Sutter 
said that the Cosumne Indian chief said that Castro said 
he would give great rewards if the Indians would burn the 
crops of the settlers.1 

Such tories pas.sing from mouth to mouth through the 
valley inevitably drew the settlers one after another to 
Frémont's camp to relate and hear the latest tales and the 
result was a conviction in their minds that something must 
be, done to pr?tect ~he ~ericans from panish outrage. 
Fremont certamly did notbing to disabuse their minds of 
the nonsen e that was being circulated. How far he en­
courag~d them is perhaps doubtful, but it is pe1fectly clear 
tha~ his camp was a centre from wbich the most alarming 
stones spread, and that it attracted all the vagabonds and 
landle men in the country. 

Jo_ é Castro, lying at anta Clara with bis handf ul of 
Mexic~ns, sent one of bi lieutenants, a man by the name of 
Francisco Arce, to allejo at onoma to huy or borrow sorne 
horse ; and Arce, about the si,-...::th of June started on bis 
return with a herd of one hundred and sev~nty head. The 
story reached Frémont's camp, and the conclusion was at 
once arrived at that these horses were intended to enable 
~astro to move against the settlers. The necessity of seiz­
mg the horses to thwart Castro's plans was an inevitable 
corollary, and accordingly a party of Americans under the 
lead of one Ezekiel ferritt, set out, with Fr~ont's full 
knowledge. and consent, if not by bis direction, to capture 
the horses.2 They had not the lea t difficulty in doing so. 
They surprised the unsuspecting Don Francisco and bis 

1 Frémont's Memoirs, I, 506 . 
• 1 In_ conversation with P~ofessor Royce, Frémont said he chose Arce's pass­
!ng Wlth _the horses as the r1ght moment for action, that he instructed the men 
m wbat 1t was needful for them to know, and that Merritt who was "a good 
~," had instructions about taking the horses and subse~uent proceedings 

ully suppose and believe," notes Professor Royce, "that General Frémont 
must be here undet:3tood to use. the word 'good' as a relative term,-relative, 
namely:, to the busm6'.'8 of takmg horses by violence."-(Royce's California, 
l20.) A coarse-gramcd, loud-mouthed, unprincipled whiskey-drinking 
quarre(B !sorne fellow," is the charocter given Merritt b; another historian' 
- ancroft, California, 738.) · 
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t d n the tenth of June and took the horses back men a awn o ' . al 
to Frérnont's camp. All of the Mexican_ party were -
lowed to go their way, with a message that if Castro wanted 
tbe horses he might come and get them. M . 

The next tep was to take onoma, t~e only exican 
settlement of any consequence in the reg1on north of San 

. B d on the af ternoon of the eleventh of FrancIBco ay, an • ' ted t 
J e twenty men still under the lead of Merntti star ou 
fr~m Frémont' ~amp. They were joined on the way by 

1 Am . ans and J. u t before dawn on the morn-other ca ua ene , d h 
in of unday, the fourteenth of June, the! wake ~p t e 
in~ensive little village, took prisoners Mana:, b all:lº' the 
great man of the place, hi brother Salvador, . rop erd-m-
1 J b P Leese and his ecretary, V1ctor ru on. aw aco • , ff F é t 
Th~ e four unresisting captives were sent o to r mon ' 
and the captors then began to consider what th~y were 
t do with their prize. Af ter long debate and conSiderable 
0 di te th thirty-two or three men consumption of aguar en , e . . · 

who had taken onoma agreed to declare Califor~1a an m­
de endent republic, with themselves as the gov~rnmg body, 
an~ they hoisted a flag on ,~hich they had pamted a bear, 
as the symbol of tbe new nation. . f d 

Iischief was now indeed af oot. "Dome ti~ ury an d 
fi 'vil t1ife , were declared in northern Calif orrua, an 
erce c1 . d did his b t to 

Jo é Ca tro on hi part, cned havoc, an ~ bis 
let sli the dogs of war. Hi cry was not very_ loud an 
dogs ~ould not do much but bark; but they <lid ~hat 1~: 

uld He . ued two proclamat10ns denoun.cmg 
:nte~ptible policy of the agent,; of thc gover;;:;rt ~f the 
Unitcd tatesi" which had induced a number o ~~n urers 
to seize Sonoma, and he called upon his fellow-c1t1z~ms to 
. "irre i tible and just." Peaceable fore1gners, nse en masse, f hims lf h was 

he declared, would not be molested. As ~r e ' e 
a 1exican oldier who would be free ~nd 1:°dependent! an~ 
who would die with plea ure for tho e me t1mable ble m:5: 
He also wrote at the same time to Co~mander Mt~~go.~ho~t 
of the Portsmouth, saying that Captam Frémon , w1 

1 Bancroft, California, V, 133. 
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the formalities established among civilized nations," had 
invaded the country and eized onoma; to which Mont­
gomery replied indignantly that Frémont had had nothing 
to do with the onoma affair, and that for Castro to accuse 
him of it was an insult to the American government.1 

The Bear Flag party at the same time sent to Montgomery 
for powder. They undoubtedly uppo ed that he, a weU 
as Frémont, was backing their enterpri , and they were a 
good <leal astonished at receiving a Ietter from him which 
deserves mention as setting forth the whole duty of an 
American o.fficer at that time and place. He had been on 
the point, he saidi of sending an o.fficer to inquire into the 
movement which had caused o much alarm, when the Bear 
Flag mes enger arrived. The circum tances which had led 
to the hasty organization of the foreigners he had heard of 
vaguely. He held it to be the privilege of ali men to resist 
oppression. He wa glad to learn that the helpless people 
near onoma were to be kindly treated. 

"Permit me, sir," he continued, "in response to your call for powder 
for the use of your party, to say that I am here as a representative of 
a government at peace (as far as I know) with Mexico and her prov­
ince of California, having in charge the interests and the security of 
the commerce and citizens of the United States lawfuUy engaged in 
their pursuits, and have no right or authority to furnish munitions of 
war, or in any manner to take sides with any política! party, or even 
indirectly to identif y myself, or official name, with any popular 
movement (whether of foreign or native residents) of the country, 
and thus, ir, must decline giving the required aid. 'z 

On the same day Frémont wa writing to Montgomery 
from Sutter' Fort that the people of that neighborhood had 
made sorne movement with a view to establishing a set­
tled and stable government; that both the people and au­
thorities of the country persisted in c01mecting him with 
every movement; and that he was in how·ly expectation of 
the approach of Castro. The unexpected ho tility of the 
military authorities of California had thus, he continued, 

1 Century Magazine, XLI, 782 (March, 1 91). 
2 Montgomery to Ide, June 16, 1846¡ Frémont's Memoirs, I, 524. 


