
cHAPTER XXXIV 

THE OCCUPATIO OF CALIFORNIA 

LoNG befare the outbreak of actual hostilities President 
Poli{ had had an eager eye upon California. The seizure 
of that outlying portion of Mexican territory was so easy an 
operation far a naval power that it could never have been 
overlooked in any consideration of possible warf are, and 
it is therefore not at ali surprising that as early as Ju.ne, 
1845, instructions were sent to the commodore commanding 
the Pacific squadron requiring him to act promptly if the 

emergency should a1ise. 
The situation was regarded as critical. Mexico, early in 

March of that year, had broken off diplomatic negotiations 
with the United tate., and had proclaimed her intention 
of maintaining and upholding her rights in Texas, of which, 
she asserted, she had been unjustly despoiled. From Par­
rott, the secret agent of the United tates, carne informa­
tion that war seemed to be· the desire of ali parties, and that 
preparations for war were in progre 1

1 while the Texan 
government at the same time expr d their f ears of a 
new inva ion.2 Donelson, the American chargé d'affaires 
in Texas, was even more emphatic, reporting the presence 
of even thousand Mexican troops on the Rio Grande, 
ready to advance the moment annexation was seen to 
be imminent, and expressing the opinion that war witb 

Mexico was "inevitable." 3 

The receipt of this last news in Washington was at once 
followed by orders to General Taylor to be ready to marcb 
from atchitoches, and by orders to Captain Stockton, 

1 W. S. Pe.rrott to Buchane.n, April 26 and Me.y 22, 1845 ¡ Stale Dept. MSS· 
1 Allen to"Donelson, May 19, 1845; Sen. Doc. 1, 29 Cong., 1 sess., 61. 
• Donelson to Buche.nan, June 4, 1845; ilrid., 66. 
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e semor officer of the 

operate in moving the t:n_VJ. on the coast of Texas to e 
Conner, at Pensacola d encan troops.1 To Co~od o-
direct. him ' or ers were s t ore 

mg to show bis force-" en a few days later 
that. ever sailed under th Am ~erhaps the largest fleet 
MeXJ.can port.s and . e _encan flag"-befo th 
di lod , ' m case Me:x1 h re e s ge her troops from co s ould declare war t 
the mouth _of the llio ar::re Pz;t she might !"'ve eas\ 0~ 

UI
PJ"?, ,and, if possible, to take' th take po ses&on of Tam­

ua. e castle of San Juan de 

On the twenty-fourth of J 
dential" ~rders were al o sent :e, 1845, "secret and confi-
co~andmg the United Sta Commodore John D. Sloat 
callmg his attention to " th tes naval forces in the Pacific' 
rt~nf this country and \~:::n~, ,•et of the relatio~ 
~ o the President, he was t ~d t was the earnest 

o peace, and Sloat w o ' to pursue the 1 · 
ously careful" to ·t' therefore directed to b " po iey 
If, however the ;01 . anything that looked like agge ~du­
he was to a~t with ~XIcan government should de l ress1on. vigor. e are war, 

"Th eMexican ts "are .,.;d to b por on the Pacific " "d h .,.., e open d d , sa1 t e Sec tar that M • h an efenceless If re Y of the avy 
eXIco as d l d · you asee ta· · ' once possess yo ef/rc war against the nitedr 1D w1th certainty 

occupy such othurse of the port of an Fran . tates, you will at 
"Yet, even if ~~~~~ your force may per:~:'.°' and blockade or 

oran express declar . d find yourself called u 
San Francisco d ahtion of war against the ·tpoedn by the certainty 
if an ot er M · m tates to possible, the . exican ports, you will b occupy 
where you can dmost fr1end1r relations with th e ~fu~ to preserve, 
neutrality." a o so, you w1ll encourage them e ab1tants; and, to adopt a course of 

H . avmg thus provided f 
the event of war th . or the seizure of Calif o . . 
months did noth ~ e avy Department for the rma m 
for strength . mg further, beyond makin next four 

emng Sloat's squadro . b g arrangements 
1B n, ut on the 
1 

uchanan to Done seventeenth 
Baocroft to <Jo lson, June 15, 1845· ibid 42 

'Baocroft to Sloa~~• July 11, 1845; H'. R. Doc ·oo ' une 24, 1845; ibúl., 231. . '30 <Jong., 1 sess., 232. 
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of October, 1845, both the State and Navy Departments 
awoke to sudden activity in relation to California. Tbere 
was notbing in the general aspect of public affairs to lead 
to any immediate action. Only the day before, the Secre­
tary of War bad written to General Taylor that "the in­
formation wbich we have here, renders it probable that no 
serious attempts will, at present, be made by Mexico to 
invade Texas." 1 The cabinet a month befare had decided 
to ask, through the American consul in Mexico, whether an 
American diplomatic agent would be received, and they 
were hopefully awaiting a favorable answer. The sole rea­
son for giving instructions concerning California just at 
tbis time, was because the United States frigate Cangress, 
bound to the Pacific, was reported to be ready for sea at 

orfolk. The fact that any such instructions were sent wa a care-
fully guarded secret. To Commodore Stockton, command­
ing the Congress, sealed orders were given, not to be opened 
till . the sbip should be "without the Capes of Virginia," 
under wbich he was directed to proceed to the Pacific, where 
bis ship was ultimately to forro part of Commodore Sloat's 
squadron. But he was, in the first place, to make the best 
of bis way to the Sandwich Islands, where he was to land bis 
p8"00ngers-the American comroissioner and the consulto 

Hawaii, with their families. 

"When you have finished your duties at the Sandwich Islands," 
the sealed orders continued, "you will sail directly for MontereY, 
and in person, or by a perfectly trustworthy hand, deliver the en· 
closed letter to our Consul at that place. You will confer with the 
Consul, gain all the information you can on Mexican afiairs, and do 
all in your power to conciliate the good feeling of the people of tbat 
place towards the nited States. 0n leaving Monterey, you ,rill 
join the squadron of Commodore Sloat." 1 

Tbe letter to Larkin, the American consul at Monterey, 
which Stockton was charged to deliver with such unusual 

1 Marcy to Te.ylor, Oct. 16, 1845; ibid., 9. 
1 

Be.ncroft to tockton, Oct. 17, 1845; Richman, California, 528, 529, 
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precau ons, was written b the same date as th d y the Secretary of State and b 
the consul for the ~ or ers to Stockton. After than~re 
Calif . ormation he had f . g orrua, and referring to th " ~rrushid respecting 
the government and people of th: uª?xious solicitude" of 
the future destiny of th t mted States concernin 
e I . th a country Bu h g xp am e policy of the United ' .c anan proceeded to 
events by no means justified. States m terms wbich future 

"I th n e contest between M . take no part un] eXIco and California " h , 
the United s' ess the former should comm ' e sa1d, "we can 
depe d tates; but should Californ' ence hostilities against 

n ence, we shall d ia assert and m . . 
a sister Rep bl" r~n er her ali the kind ffi . amtam her in-

. u ic. Th1s Gov o ces m our po 
to grat1fy and no d . ernment has no amb'ti _we~, as 
tory than we alrea~yire to extend our íederal syste~ oovus aspirations 
wish f h . possess, unJes b th er more terri-

cise o~ «'.m~~~~~~-:;:,1 P'OPfo ol a~joki.; ~.::! spontaneous 
::: 1:t~i:.;t ::,-i::i:. i;!~:;c:.~ p::;;;r!'\ ~Th: .:.:;; 
oowd_ not view with m':ff:• the sentiments ol tb.° PresidGovern­
Bntain or any oth E ence the trans!er of Calif . ent, he 

11 
On all pr er 1;11'0pean Power. . . orrua to Great 

G oper occas1ons h · 
ovemment and you s ould not fail rud 

ference to th . people of California of th d p ently to warn the 
f 

eir peace and • . . e anger of such · 
o European do . . prosper1ty; to inspire th . an mter­
liberty and ind nuruon, and to arouse in their b em w1th a jealousy 
Whilst I re epende_nce so natural to the oso~s that love of 
stances, in~t :~t th1s government <loes not, ;;;erica_n _Continent. 
vigorousl int mterfere between Mexico an er_eX1S~g. circum­
or Frene{ Col~rpose ::. p~event the Jatter fro: ~alifor_ma, it would 
Californians the!elves th1s they might surely exp::nunth g ~d· British 

"Whilst th . · e ª1 of the 
· e Pres1dent "11 mduce Californi Wl make no efl'ort and . 
of this Unio a ~ become one of the free ~se no influence to 
with o n, yet if the people should d . and m~ependent States 
done ~rs, they would be received as esll'e to urute their destin 

,, I widthd~~t affording Me>..ico just brethren, whenever this can { 
n a ition to your Co I f cause of complaint e 

proper to a · nsu ar unctions th p · · · · · 
consider ttepomt you a confidential agent in Ce ¡J'es1~ent has thought 
charac present despatch as o ª. orrua; and you ma 
discreti~r. . Th_e confidence which l ur auth~r1ty for acting in th,jy 

on is evmced b e repo es m you . . s 
tant trust. You will J conferring upon you thi delf patr1otis~ and 

e care not to awaken th . 1 cate and 1mpor­
e Jea ousy oí the French 
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. g any other than your. o orps 

there by assumm . f the Marme 
and English a~e~ts nnt Archibald H. Gill~p1\f probably reach you 
character .. Lieu en ceed to Monterey, an. "\ the President re­
will immed1ate\y pro He is a gentleman m .w o~tions and will co-
before this despatch. He has seen thcse mstr;-1 them into execu-

. confidence. . in carrymg poses entire fid tia! agent w1th you, 
operate ns a con en 

• "
1 tt tion. d rs were sen o 

e seventeenth of Oc~ober º: e ortant particu-
On the sam hi h varied lil one unp d f telling 

d Sloat w e J Instea o Commo ore ' f the previous une. . d "with 
lar from t~e orders ~lif ornian ports if he ascertrun~old that 
him to seize the C . had declared war, he w~ f bis 

. t " that lexico . . . " h was to dispose o 
certam y t f actual hostiht1es, e ff t ally the objects 
"in the even o out mote ec u f the 
whole force "so ~ to cartry ns forwarded to you rom 

. d • the mstruc 10 . "2 

specifie mt in view of such a ?ontm:encybinet at Washing­
Departmen . these in truct1ons t ~ r we now know, 

In prepar~ng inf orroation whic ' as , that ali-
ton wa actmg upon It was not tru~ ,,. . o 

. a measure erroneous. nnection with '1.exic ' 
was . m t-rvíng to throw off he~ co . on between them, 
forma was ~r "contest' gomg ort of 
or that there was any d anything more t~n a hat 

th t her people wante aff . or wa it true t. 
or a u1 in purely local aus. . ent designed taking 
h:er ~heeBritish or the Fr~nch go:~~:ies cannot be justly 
e1 .e . But the Amencan au . hich carne to them 
Calif orma. inf rmation w ded 
criticised for relyin~ upi:iuor~a, and which correspon 

their consul ID d h . . 
fr?: so much e1se that reache t e~. wishes of the admimS-
Wl But whatever the ,: ~~~o:ans may _bave bee:,1: 
tration in respect t~ outlined a policy ":hich wa ªrus ad­
instructions to La~~nsistent. The PreSident :~ded to be 
perfect1y clear an uld not come. They J t they 
visers hoped that. war. wo which was the great_ o JeC he co-

able to bu~ ~gif ~~:~d they hoped t? hge~i~~n~;. t If tbe 
were now aun . the ood-will of the ID a 
operation and with g , BucJio.nan, VI, 275-277, 

· o t 17 1845; Moor 8 • I 537. ha to Larkm, e , • Frémont's !{emoirs, ' 
i Bue nfe.tnto Sloa.t Oct. 17, 1845; ' 
, Ba.ncro ' 
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Californians could be induced to declare themselves inde­
pendent of Mexico while negotiations (which might be long 
protracted) were going on, so much the better. But, on 
the other hand, war might occur, and in that case the ports 
were to be instantly seized, while the good-will and friend­
ship of the inhabitants were still to be sedulously cultivated. 
The Americans, in the event of war, were to come as libera­
tors, as defenders against Mexican oppression, and in no 
event as conquerors. And ali this was to be conducted 
with such secrecy as to give no excuse to European nations 
to intervene. 

It was evident, of course, that these important instruc­
tions to Lar.kin at Monterey and to loat at Mazatlan could 
not reach them by way of Cape Horn and the Sandwich 
Islands for many months to come, and for this reason Lieu­
tenant Archibald H. Gillespie, of the United tates marine 
corps, was sent to California by way of Mexico, carrying 
duplicates of the despatches, and charged also, as he sub­
sequently gave it to be understood, with important verbal 
communication . The orders to Sloat he delivered; but 
the instructions to Larkin he committed to memory on the 
voyage to Vera Cruz, and then destroyed the paper. Hi 
memory proved to be exact, for when his version of the 
instructions was written out in Monterey it differed only 
in unimportant details from the original, which was later 
delivered by tockton.1 

Gillespie, it seems, in adclition to carrying instructions to 
Larkin and co-operating with him in the development of 
the President's peaceable policy in California, was also to 
carry a message to a much more pictw·esque agent of the 
United States-Captain John Charles Frémont, of the 
corps of topographical engineers, who was supposed, when 
Gillespie left Washington, to be somewhere on the Pacific 
coast. 

The son of a Frenchman from Lyons, who had married a 
1 Probably the rea.son why the despatch to Sloat we.s preserved by Gillespio 

and carried through Mexico, while the despa.tch to Larkin we.s committed to 
m_emory e.nd destroyed, waa beca.use Sloat had a cipher code, while Le.rkin 
Oike most oonsuls) he.d none. 
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lady of good f amily in irginia, Captain Frémont was born 
in Savannah, Georgia, January 21, 1813. Through the 
influence of Poinsett, young Frémont wa appointed teacher 
of mathematics on the sloop-of-war atchez about 1 36. He 
subsequently became a railroad surveyor, in which capacity 
he surveyed a good deal of wild count:ry. In Van Buren's 
administration Frémont, again under Poinsett's influence, 
was appointed a second lieutenant in the corps of topo­
graphical engineers and was sent to make explorations in 
the region between the upper f ouri River and the ana­
dian frontier. From these exJ>editions he returned to W ash­
ington, where he was employed in preparing the report of 
these explorations; and while there, he met and married one 
of the daughters of Senator Benton, of Missouri. 

ot long af ter this lucky marcia.ge President Tyler's ad-
ministration determined to send out an expedition to explore 
the Rocky Mountains, with a view to improving the means 
of communication with Oregon, a subject that was attract­
ing much attention, and Frémont was appointed to com­
mand it.1 He et out from t. Louis early in June, return­
ing on October 17, 1 4:2. His route was that which had 
been followed for years by the Oregon trappers and emi­
grants up the n01th branch of the Platte River, past Fort 
Laramie to the outh Pass, and then on by the western 
slopes of the Wind River Mountains. The value of the 
expedition consisted not in the discove:ry of a new coun­
try, but in the accurate urveys which Frémont made of 
regions never befare correctly mapped, and in the lively 
and interesting account which he gave of the scenes through 

which he passed. 
Having completed his report, Frémont in the summer of 

1 43 was again on the march for the W est. Keeping to 
the southward of his former route, he explored the country 

1 See bis report in Sen. Doc. 174, 28 Cong., 2 sess., 9-79. Frémont s train­
ing and experience, oí course, made bim a perfectly suitable person for appoinl· 
ment to the command of tbis expedition, but there i sorne evidence tbat 
politie&l considerations and a desire to get Benton' support in tbe SenAte 
had a good deal to do with bis selection.-(Tyler's LeUera and Timu of 1M 
Tykra, II, 292.) Tyler, however, never succeeded in winning Benton's support. 
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now erved by the U nion Pacific . 
Fort teele, from which point h Railway as far west as 
and followed the well-known O e turne? n?rth and struck 
the Great alt Lake H regon trail, diverging to visit 

k Ri · e carne back fr th 1 na e ver, and, reachin O . om e ake to the 
far down the Columbia a! F r~g'; m the autumn, went a . 
nec~d bis surveys with thos o f C anc~uver? where he con­
plonng expedition. e o aptam Wilkes's naval ex-

Leavin~ the Oregon settlements late . T 

he went m a southeastcrl dir . m ovember, 1 43, 
erly base of th . y ect10n and followed th e 1erra evada H · e east-
~ost waterles.s desert and an inh e :vas there between an 
~; and after suffering severe ha:'Z~tablehrange of moun-
urn west to California h . ps, e detemrined to 

ventura, which was laid' d opmg to .find the River Buena 
as fl . own on the m f -

m~g westerly into San Fran . aps O that period 
such nver existed but Fré ClSco Bay. Of course no 
ast . hin ' mont finally d . oms g feat of leading his a succee ed in the 
m the ve:ry dead of winter / rt! across the ierra evada 
March, 1 44. After re t~ eaching utter's Fort early in 
Helvetia and obt • . g nearly three weeks at 

d his ammg much-needed li ew 
: . band set out for the south Tra sup~ es, Frémont 

aqum valley, they ero ed the m. _ve~g up the San 
and followed the well-known o~t~ m April, struck 
geles, reached Utah Lake at t!amsh trail from Lo An­
Fort, on the Arkansas R. e end of May and Bent's 
back. S . iver, on the first f Jul 

lll t. Louis on August 6 1 44 ° Y, and were 
In the summer of 1 45 F é . 

and final government e eaf ti mont . started upan his third 
ever befo re. He lef t th~ bord on, WI t~ ~ _ larger party than 
June, went up the Arkansa.s ~rs of c_1vilization in May or 
;)"ut the modern Leadvill,~liverd to ~ts source, somewhere 
bert.ah _Lake and the Great a!Í fake t ; struck across to 

bis party had travelled thr · Y the end of Octo-
what is now evada and ough a considerable part of 

Thetory, at W alker Lak~ in :has encamped in Mexican terri-
re th di ' e western part f th ey vided, and by diff O at state. 

8Cross the Sierra evada. erent routes proceeded 
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About the middle of January, 1846, Frémont, with a few 
of bis roen (the whereabout of the rest being still unknown 
to him), went to utter's Fort, and from there he went by 
water to an Francisco Bay and to Monterey. From San 
Francisco he wrote to bis wif e, giving an account of bis 
journey from the Great alt Lake. "l am now going," he 
wrote, " on business to see some gentlemen on the coast, 
and will then join my people, and complete our survey in 
this part of the world as rapidly as possible. . . . o soon 
as the proper season comes, and my aniroals are rested, we 
turn our faces homeward, and be sure that grass will not 

grow under our feet." 1 

Of bis visit to Monterey he writes: 

"I had come to Monterey with the object of obtaining lea ve to 
bring my party into the settlements in order to refit and obtain the 
supplies that had now become necessary. All the camp equipment, 
the clothes of the roen and their sadclles and horse gear, were either 
used up or badly in want of repair. The next morning I made my 
official visits. I found tbe Governor, Don Pio Pico, absent at Los 
Angeles. With Mr. Ladón I called upon the comamnding genenl 
Don José Ca tro, the prefect, alcalde, and ex-Governor Alvarado. 
I inf ormed the general and the other officers that I was engaged in 
surveying the nearest route from the nited States to the Pacific 
Ocean. I informed them f arther that the object of the survey wa., 
geograpbical, being under the direction ol,the Bureau of Topograpbicol 
Engineers to wbich corps I belonged; and tbat it was ,nade in thc 
interest of science and of commerce, and that the meo composing the 
party were citizens and not soldiers. The permission asked for WL1 
readily granted, and during the two days I stayed I was treated with 
every courtesy by the general and other officers.'' 1 

The records confirm Frémont's recollection as to bis 
visits and explanations, but it is not true that penJÜS$OD 
was granted to bring his party into the settlements. Oo 
the contrary, alter Frémont had verbally explained bÍI 
situation the prefect, Manuel Castro, addressed a lorwii 
letter to the American consul to inquire the pur¡,ose frt 
which American troops had entered the department ancl 
tbeir leader had come to Monterey. Larkin replied il 

, [bid .• 454, 
1 Frémont's }.{emoirs, I, 452. 
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wntrng, by Frémo t' 17 o 
d th n s authorit tha un er e orders of hi Y, t the latter h d 

route to the p . s government to s a come 
bired men acllic; that he had left hi urvey a practicable 

, not soldiers th s company of fif 
to rest themselves and 't~~ e. frontier of the depart ty 
Monterey to obt . I ~ir ammal . that h h d ment bis am c othin ' e a come t 

roen were rested h . g and money; and th t o 
Oregon. The M . e mtended to contin .. a when 
the time but . macan authorities made ue his J_ourney to 

S?me;here 1:fi:~e~: ~e ce~tral goven:e~~J,ection at 
havmg collected all bis wentieth of February. F é 

C
what is now the site of ~ ~t a vacant ranch not ¡' ~ont, 

ounty, started u . c Observato . ar rom ward Or pon his march. b t . ry, m Santa Clara 
marched ~:¿ssas he had told the ~n:~ad of going to­
the Pacific ne country and came down e would do, he 
Bay of Moni;e Santa Cruz, the northe~ the_ shores of 
along the sh y. From there he fy pomt of the 
far from Mi:i:i:;d t~~ up the valle;"~¡ ~h~tisoutherly 
ment as h ¡ 1 · reason far thi mas, not 
a sea;ide he a er e~lained, was beca s eccentric move-

He had orne for bis mother.2 use he wanted to find 
, of course 

men into the settled no :ort of authority for m . . 
was entirely contra par ?f the country, and ~vmg _his 
Mexican auth ·r ry to his representar his act10n 
permit Frémon~n an~· . The latter had ~~ made to the 
parta of Calif . his men to remain • Y agreed to 
belief that th orrua on the San Joaquín mRthe uninhabited 
this was ey _would soon go from ,ver, under the 
Mexico, :i:~ idera?fo stretch of t!~e: to Jregon. Even 
coontry or Ira ptb1ted fareigners froJ efinite_ laws of 
was the e ve . g about in it with connng mto the 
out passpo:aor~nary f act that Frém~~; \:"¡'ºrts; far it 
' 'an without notification to th a co~e with-
' :,no-ort, CoUf omia V e Mexican gov-

remont's M . ' , 2-6. 
go_ to Santa Barb:i~¿/• 457._ He may have had 
~--:,- W. K,bey,"P.~~~ t• s""'to! lhe,o, :~:=~:"••~ch ,s to 
diacUSSed with~~°:slrH lnistory, vol. i, · 0~~1s.~7 in California f. ~:e ~~:~~ u ess a.nd . ' uv-;, ' where this ' . 01 IJl.(I cop1ous references.) whole subject is 
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ernment. That diplomatic relations had been suspend~d 
no doubt explains the omission. However, the_law had m 
effect been waived at the request of the American consul, 
but only to a limited extent. José Castro, the comandant,e 
general, was therefore entirely within his rights in _sendi~g, 
as he did, a message to Frémont, on March 5, 1846, m which 
he stated that he had just been informed that the party 
had entered the settlements of the department, and "this 
being prohibited by our laws, I find mysel_f oblig~d to not~fy 
you 1ihat on the receipt of this you must IIDm~diately retire 
beyond the limits of the Department, such bemg the orders 
of the Supreme Government." Frémont s~nt back .ª verbal 
refusal to abey and moved his camp to the summ1t of the 
Gavilan Peak where he began to build a log fort and hoisted 
the flag of the United States almost within sight of Mon-
terey. 

To Larkin the American consul, Frémont's movements 
were altogether incomprehensible. He wrot~ to Frémont 
on March 8, enclosing correspondence w1th the local 
authorities. 

"Itis not forme," he said, "to point out to you your line of conduct; 
you have your instructions from the government; my knowledge of 
your character obliges me to believe you will follow them; you are of 
course taking every care and saf eguard to protect your roen, but not 
knowing your actual situation and the people wh_o surround you, your 
care may prove insufficient. . . . Your encampmg ~o near t~e town 
has caused much excitement. Tbe natives are firm m the behef that 
they will break you up and that you can be entirely destroye~ by 
their power. In all probability they will attack you; the -result e1ther 
way may cause trouble hereafter to resident Americans." 1 

On the next day Larkin wrote letters to John Parrott, 
the American consul at Mazatlan, and to the naval officer 
in command, explaining the critical state o~ affa!rs, ~nd re­
questing that a man-of-war be sent to Califorma w1th the 
least possible delay; and another to the Secretary of State 

1 Larkin to Frémont March 8 1846; Bancroft, California, V, 12. Orders 
from Mexico seem to' have bee~ received in Monterey censuring the local 
authorities for allowing Frémont to winter in California, and directing them to 
expel him-by force, if necessary. 
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advising hlrri of what had been done.1 Frémont blustered 
a good deal about ~ying under the flag and trusting to his 
country to avenge his death, but he lost little time in retreat­
ing to the eastward, and by the twenty-first of March he was 
again at Sutter's Fort. 

The ~alifornian authorities were of course jubilant when 
Castro 1ssued a proclamation declaring that Frémont "at 
the_ sight of two hundred patriots, abandoned the ~amp 
which he occupied, leaving in it sorne clothing and other 
war material/' and intimating that this was due to the 
cowardice of Frémont and his men-an assertion which 
was not calculated to improve the relations between the two 
parties. 

Writing to his wife about the affair on the first of April 
Frémont stated he then expected to start for home th~ 
middle of May. · 

"The Spaniards," he said, "were somewhat rude and inhospitable 
b~lo~ and o7dered us out of the country after having given me per. 
m1ss10n to wmter_ there. My sense of duty did not permit me to fight 
them, but we retired slowly and growlingly before a force of three or 
four hundred men and three pieces of artillery. Without a shadow 
of ~ ca~se, the Governor suddenly raised the whole country against 
us, 1ssmng a false and scandalous proclamation. Of course I did not 
dare to compromise the United States, a,gainst which appearances 
would have been strong; but though it was in my power to increase 
my party by many Americans, I refrained from committing a solitary 
act of hostility or impropriety. For my own part I have become dis­
gusted with everything belonging to the Mexicans."2 

. Moving slowly north from Sutter's Fort, Frémont and 
bis party were encamped on the eighth of May on the west­
~1:1. shore of Klamath Lake, in Oregon, when they were 
Jomed b! two Americans from Sutter's Fort, who rode into 
camp with the news that a United States officer was two 
days behind ~th despatches, protected by a small escort, 
and probably m great danger from the Indians. On the 
next morning Frémont took nine of his men, and with the 

: See copies in Frémont's Memoirs, I, 462-469. 
Frémont to Mrs. Frémont, April 1, 1846; Bancroft, California, V, 21. 


