CHAPTER XXXIV

THE OCCUPATION OF CALIFORNIA
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the senior officer of the navy on the coast of Texas, to co-
operate in moving the American troops.! To Commodore
Conner, at Pensacola, orders were sent a few days later
directing him to show his force—“perhaps the largest fleet
that ever sailed under the American flag”—before the
Mexican ports, and, in case Mexico should declare war, to
dislodge her troops from any post she might have east of
the mouth of the Rio Grande, to take possession of Tam-
pico, and, if possible, to take the castle of San Juan de
Ultia.?

On the twenty-fourth of June, 1845, “secret and confi-
dential” orders were also sent to Commodore John D. Sloat,
commanding the United States naval forces in the Pacific,
calling his attention to “the present aspect of the relations
between this country and Mexico.” It was the earnest
desire of the President, he was told, to pursue the policy
of peace, and Sloat was therefore directed to be “assidu-
ously careful” to avoid anything that looked like aggression.

If, however, the Mexican government should declare war,
he was to act with vigor.

“The Mexican ports on the Pacific,” said the Secretary of the Navy,
“are said to be open and defenceless. If you ascertain with certainty
that Mexico has declared war against the United States, you will at
once possess yourself of the port of San Francisco, and blockade or
occupy such other ports as your force may permit.

“Yet, even if you should find yourself called upon by the certainty
of an express declaration of war against the United States to occupy
San Francisco and other Mexican ports, you will be careful to preserve,
if possible, the most friendly relations with the inhabitants; and,
where you can do so, you will encourage them to adopt a course of

i mtl'ﬂlity,” 3

Having thus provided for the seizure of California in
the event of war, the Navy Department for the next four
months did nothing further, beyond making arrangements
for strengthening Sloat’s squadron; but on the seventeenth

*Buchanan to Donelson, June 15, 1845; ibid., 42.

*Baneroft to Conner, July 11, 1845; H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 232.
*Bancroft, to Sloat, June 24, 1845; ibid., 231.
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precautions, was written by the Secretary of State and bore
the same date as the orders to Stockton. After thanking
the consul for the information he had furnished respecting
California, and referring to the “anxious solicitude” of
the government and people of the United States concerning
the future ‘destiny of that country, Buchanan proceeded to
explain the policy of the United States in terms which future
events by no means justified.

“In the contest between Mexico and California,” he said, “we can
take no part, unless the former should commence hostilities against
the United States; but should California assert and maintain her in-
dependence, we shall render her all the kind offices in our power, as
a sister Republic. This Government has no ambitious aspirations
to gratify and no desire to extend our federal system over more terri-
tory than we already possess, unless by the free and spontaneous
wish of the independent people of adjoining territories. The exer-
cise of compulsion or improper influence to accomplish such a result
would be repugnant both to the policy and principles of this Govern-
ment. But whilst these are the sentiments of the President, he
could not view with indifference the transfer of California to Great
Britain or any other European Power. . . .

“On all proper occasions you should not fail prudently to warn the
Government and people of California of the danger of such an inter-
ference to their peace and prosperity; to inspire them with a jealousy
of European dominion, and to arouse in their bosoms that love of
liberty and independence so natural to the American Continent.
Whilst I repeat that this government does not, under existing circum-
stances, intend to interfere between Mexico and California, it would
vigorously interpose to prevent the latter from becoming a British
or French Colony. In this they might surely expect the aid of the
Californians themselves.

“Whilst the President will make no effort and use no influence to
induce California to become one of the free and independent States
of this Union, yet if the people should desire to unite their destiny
with ours, they would be received as brethren, whenever this can be
done without affording Mexico just cause of complaint. . . .

“In addition to your Consular functions, the President has thought
Pproper to appoint you a confidential agent in California; and you may
consider the present despatch as your authority for acting in this
character. The confidence which he reposes in your patriotism and
discretion is evinced by conferring upon you this delicate and impor-
tant trust. You will take care not to awaken the jealousy of the French
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lady of good family in Virginia, Captain Frémont Was born

in Savannah, i 21, 1813. Through the

influenc pointed teacher
atchez about 1836. He

of mathematics 0
subsequently became 2 railroad surveyor, in which capacity
he surveyed a good deal of wild country. In Van Buren’s

administration Frémont, again under Poinsett’s influence,
was appointed 2 second lieutenant in the corps of topo-
graphical engineers and was sent to make explorations in
the region between the upper Missouri River and the Cana-
dian frontier. From these expeditions he returned to Wash-
ington, where he was employed in preparing the reports of
these explorations; and while there, he met and married one
of the daughters of Senator Benton, of Missouri.
Not long after this Jucky marriage President Tyler’s ad-
ministration determined to send out an expedition to explore
the Rocky Mountains, with a view to improvin

of communication with Oregon, a subject that was attract-

ing much attention, and Frémont was appointed to com=

mand it} He set out from St. Louis early in June, return=

ober 17, 1842. His route was that which had

ing on Oct

been followed for years by the Oregon trappers and emi=

grants up the north branch of the Platte River, past Fort

Taramie to the South Pass, and then on by the westerl
ind River Mountains. The value of the
ted not in the discovery of a new coun=

glopes of the W
expedition consis
te surveys which Frémont made of

try, but in the accura
regions never before correctly mapped, an
and interesting account which he gave of the scenes throught

which he passed.
Having complete

1843 was again on the marc

the southward of his former route, he e

. 174, 28 Cong,, 2 sess,, 9-7

d his report, Frémont in the summer of

ade him a perfectly suital

but there is some evidence -

Benton's support in the Senate
i (Tyler's Letters and Times 0 the

had a good deal to do with his selection.—
ceeded in Winning Benton’s support: 3

Tylers, 11, 292.) Tyler, however, never suc

d in the lively

h for the West. Keeping 0§
xplored the country |

9. Frémont’s train® e |
ble person for appoint-

THE OCCUPATION OF CALIFORNIA 171
4 7

now served by the Union Pacifi i
< . Pacific Railway as
. f?]f,:l,:’d f;ﬁ;n wl}iJCh point he turned gonh f:;dW:tS : aS
ey Lv;;e -known Oregon trail, diverging to NCk
okl ;1 e. He came back from the lake tov’;shlt
ke thé COl:lre}z;{:hmg Oregon in the autumn, went e
e Ivrétl}?tzs Fort Vancquver, wheré he coi?
plirinag et ose of Captain Wilkess naval ex-
vin
- 1gn t;]es o?liigon settlelpents late in November, 1843
e eastex:ly direction and followed t.h, :
by SeS dl:qrgft ngzia.. hHe was there betw:eflaztr;
mos ser inhospita
t{mul-;s’ ;;ii ag(f)te(rJ ;?fﬁenpg severe hardIs)hip:,1 Z;a(;:agt:r(r)xt;i;n ZUH-
e o Cel 01]'n}a, hoping to find the River Be i
i Wu,] £ as. aid down on the maps of that Bt
B egr eisi irlg into San Francisco Bay. Of co b
il féast gf ,le};\(iit F}rfsmont finally succeeded UiI:e tﬁg
. ing his party across the Sierra Nevad
it winter, reaching Sutter’s Fort early n
v and. 2t er resting nearly three weeks at lzI v
i ool 0 aining much-needed supplies, Fré &
o thout for the south. Travelling 1’1 th mg i
e dy, ey crossed the mountains in A 511 .
ed the well-known Spanish trail fI‘OIfl IioStrXCk
s An-

Fort, on the Arkansas River
bach]: I&Sts,ul;no;is g ik é,oilg 2116 first of July, and were
e rslrn of t184:) Frémont started upon his third
e 163; expedition, with a larger party th
. thei{ 1;0he bordfers of civilization in I\?I’a o
e £e ansas River to its source, somewi o
o adville, and then struck acro %
e h&di reat Salt Lake. By the end of 83 tto
;h;t Ll Nevad;a\ﬁge(; zgrgugh a considerable par(t3 g;
; ncamped i i
, at Walker Lake, in the westerrll) ega;nt ﬁe):}f:él st:;trfiz-

they divided, and by di
. , b
across the Sierra Nevada. y different routes proceeded




U \ ICO

THE NITED STATES AI\D NIEX

172 Ty 1846, Frémont, Wlth a few
)

. { Janua : Il unknown
About the middle o is of the Test being stxhe -

s Fort, and from there
and to Monterey-

:0,  giving an accout

* “f am NOW going,” he

n h as b}

our §
d complete e

Francisco

journey ‘
]wrote,y“on business b

and will thenhjo'm my pe
this part of t

as t}i proper season c? :
turn our faces homeward,

"1
der our feet. B3
gf%“; ixmls visit to Monterey he writes

to Monterey wi |
+ o the settlemen g e equ‘pn}ent'

v me necessary. b N
ot bec((i) their saddles and horse ge:m > e
e ar:: { repair he next morning
want 0 :

the Governor, Don Pio Pi
T called u
alcalde,

ople, an

1d as rapidly 8s PO°
o mes, and my anim e
and be sure that gr

«1 had come

With Mr. Larkin

- g the prefect,

Don José Castro,
1 informed

surveying the 1

informed them her {
Ocezra:ph%c;? being under the direction O
geo ) :

ed;
Engineers t0 which corps 1 belong

an
inter

ty were citize - .
:;d)illy granted, and during t}{ean
1‘very courtesy by the genera
e

nfirm ; \lec
Frémont’s Te€c0

o rilcoerf;;afx(;tions but it is not true that pe
& ing bi int
i o hES pa‘:yhad verbally

f the Bur :

and that 1t

d that the men c
The permission a5

d other officers.” *

visits
was granted b
the contrary,
situation the prefec )
Jetter to the America

:h American troops '
chtgicrh Jeader had come 10 Monterey

1 Frémont’s Memoirs,

1

1, 462

t at Los

o . ys 1 stayed 1 was tred |

tion as 10 hl

o the settlemeqtse.d (; “

THE OCCUPATION OF CALIFORNIA 173

writing, by Frémont’s authority, that the latter had come
under the orders of his government to survey a practicable
route to the Pacific; that he had left his company of fifty
hired men, not soldiers, on the frontier of the department
to rest themselves and their animals; that he had come to
Monterey to obtain clothing and money; and that when
his men were rested he intended to continue his journey to

- Oregon. The Mexican authorities made no objection at

the time, but reported to the central government.!

Somewhere about the twentieth of February Frémont,
having collected all his men at a vacant ranch not far from
what is now the site of Lick Observatory, in Santa Clara
County, started upon his march; but instead of going to-
ward Oregon, as he had told the consul he would do, he
marched across country and came down to the shores of
the Pacific near Santa Cruz, the northerly point of the
Bay of Monterey. From there he continued southerly
along the shore, and then up the valley of the Salinas, not
far from Monterey. His reason for this eccentric move-
ment, as he later explained, was because he wanted to find
a seaside home for his mother.?

He had, of course, no sort of authority for moving his
men into the settled part of the country, and his action
was entirely contrary to his representations made to the
Mexican authorities. The latter had tacitly agreed to
permit Frémont and his men to remain in the uninhabited
parts of California on the San Joaquin River, under the
belief that they would soon go from there to Oregon. Even
this was a considerable stretch of the very definite laws of
Mexico, which prohibited foreigners from coming into the
country or travelling about in it without passports; for it
was the extraordinary fact that Frémont had come with-
out passports, and without notification to the Mexican gov-

! Bancroft, California, V, 2-6.

*Frémont’s Memoirs, I, 457. He may have had other motives, such as to
80 to Santa Barbara for supplies he expected there, or to survey a line for a
tilroad —(B. W. Kelsey, “The U. S. Consulate in California,” Pub. of the
Academy of Pac. Coast Hislory, vol. 1, No. 5, 96-97, where this whole subject is

with some fulness and copious references,)
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ernment. That diplomatic relations had been suspended
no doubt explains the omission. However, the law had in_
effect been waived at the request of the American consul,
but only to a limited extent. José Castro, the comandante
general, was therefore entirely within his rights in sending,
as he did, a message to Frémont, on March 5, 1846, in which
he stated that he had just been informed that the party
had entered the settlements of the department, and “this
being prohibited by our laws, I find myself obliged to notify
you that on the receipt of this you must immediately retire
beyond the limits of the Department, such being the orders
of the Supreme Government.” Frémont sent back a verbal
refusal to obey and moved his camp to the summit of the
Gavilan Peak, where he began to build a log fort and hoisted
the flag of the United States almost within sight of Mon-
terey.

To Larkin, the American consul, Frémont’s movements
were altogether incomprehensible. He wrote to Frémont
on March 8, enclosing correspondence with the local

authorities.

“Tt is not for me,” he said, “ to point out to you your line of conduct;
you have your instructions from the government; my knowledge of
your character obliges me to believe you will follow them; you are of
course taking every care and safeguard to protect your men, but not
knowing your actual situation and the people who surround you, your
care may prove insufficient. . . . Your encamping so near the town

has caused much excitement. The natives are firm in the belief that ¥

they will break you up and that you can be entirely destroyed by

their power. In all probability they will attack you; the result either = 1

way may cause trouble hereafter to resident Americans.”!

On the next day Larkin wrote letters to John Parrott,
the American consul at Mazatlan, and to the naval officer
in command, explaining the critical state of affairs, and re-
questing that a man-of-war be sent to California with the
least possible delay; and another to the Secretary of State

1 Larkin to Frémont, March 8, 1846; Bancroft, California, V, 12. Orders
from Mexico seem to have been received in Monterey censuring the loca
authorities for allowing Frémont to winter in California, and directing them t0
expel him—by force, if necessary.
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advising him of what_had been done.! Frémont blustered
a good deal about dying under the flag and trusting to his
gourtltrgfhto av:ngedhls death, but he lost little time in retreat-
ing to the eastward, and by the twenty-first of M
again at Sutter’s Fort. : iy
The (_Jahfornian authorities were of course jubilant when
Castrp issued a proclamation declaring that Frémont, “at
the sight of two hundred patriots, abandoned the camp
which he (_)cctlipled, lgaving in it some clothing and other
war mgtenal, and intimating that this was due to the
coward;ce lolfﬂ Frémont and his men—an assertion which
was not calculated to improve the relati
R p lons between the two
Writing to his wife about the affair on the first of April
)

Frémont stated he then expected t
middle of May. Xpecte q start for home the

“The Spaniards,” he said, “were somewhat rude and inhospitable
be'lov:v and o'rdered us out of the country after having given nll)e er
mission to wmter'there. My sense of duty did not permit me to ﬁp h;
them, but we retired slowly and growlingly before a force of tbreegor
four hundred men and three pieces of artillery. Without a shadow
of a cause, the Governor suddenly raised the whole country against
us, issuing a false .and scandalous proclamation. Of course I d?d n(jt
dare to compromise the United States, against which appearances
would have been strong; but though it was in my power to increas
my party by many Americans, I refrained from committing a solitar;

act of hostility or impropriety
: npropriety.  For my own part I have become dis-
gusted with everything belonging to the Mexicans.”? =l

hisMovmg slowly north from Sutter’s Fort, Frémont and
party were encamped on the eighth of May on the west-
ern shore of Klamath Lake, in Oregon, when they were
Joned by two Americans from Sutter’s Fort, who rode into
dG:mplet_h the. news that a United States officer was two
anzl's elgmd W}th despatches, protected by a small escort

pro gbly in great danger from the Indians. On thé
next morning Frémont took nine of his men, and with the

! See copies in Frémont’s Memoi
¢ emoirs, I, 462-469,
Frémont to Mrs. Frémont, April 1, 1846; Bancroft, California, V, 21
) ) i




