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He was considerate to his roen, thoroughly appreciative of 
his officers, and was thought to be scrupulou ly just. In a 
remarkable degree he enjoyed the affection and respect o! 
hís army. They believed in him thoroughly, and were al-
ws.ys ready with a cheer for "Old Rough and ]l.eooy." 

The Mexican force, in its composition and equipment, 

THE 

presented a st,iking contra,;t to iIB adversa.ríes. Like aU 
Mexican armies, the rank and file were of Indian blood, the 
roen being almost invariably recruited !roro the criminal 
classes or by means of a crude system of press-gangs. There 
were few volunteers, either mili tia or regulara, althougb during 
the stress of revolutions it had been the custom, at times, to 
rsise more or less irregular bodies under various names, who 
were compo ed, partly at least, of volunteers, and who wcre 
usually incorporated subsequently in the regular army. 
Under the coryoral's stick, the roen Jearned in the banacka 
the first element of the manual of arms and the routine of 
army lile, but there seems rarely to have been any drilling 
of large bodies. The system of tac tics and the army reguh, 
tions were nominally the same ~ those of the panish army 
prior to 1821, but, owing to the constant suecession of revo-
lutions, discipline had become much relaxed. 

The pay of the troops wa,; small and extremely irregular; 
and indeed some corys went unpaid for years, so that the 
roen were kept !roro starvation only by being allowed to 
work out as laborera for hire. There was no such thing as 
a regular commissariat. Whcn in garrison the troops scem 
to have generally purehaaed their own food, but on t11' 
march they were funrished with rations, consisting of meal 
and a f ew tortillas or a handf nl of corn. Evcn these scanly 
rations were supplied without tero, for in general trooP8 
on the march lived off tbe country through whicb they passed­
There wa,; no organized transport, essential supplies beiDi 
u ually carried on mule-back, or more rarely in coun\Jl' 
Cllfts, mule and carts being commandeered for the occasioD­
The troops stationed in the Jarger cities were usuallY hand­
somely dre ed, to make a show at military and religio,J 
festivities, but the clothing of the greater part of the aI11lY 
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Th · ' e men 1a k · e white cotton suits and e mg the most essential . 
peasantry were not unfre straw sombreros of the :r·~les. 

'The officers h quently worn. exican 
f d ' w o were orme a heteroge generally of S . 
ates of the milit neous body. Some of thpamsh descent, 
from the ranl<s aty/ollege at Chapultepec em were gradu-
from civil lile. ' an sorne were purely poÚt:'.tº had_ risen 

The infantry in b th . appomtees 
bore flintl o anrues w . ock muskets hi .. as eqwpped with 
yet persuaded of th d' gh militaiy autho ·r smooth­
Tbe Mexiean sm e a vant,,ges of rifles or n ,es _not being 
which had b all-ar?1s were old En r hpercuss1on-locks.1 

een acqurred . 1 g IS Tower m k 
or twenty years bef m arge quantities "" ets, 
tbe govemment. ~~' when_ the Engli,h 1oan' ;me fifteen 
of tbe Springfield Amencan weapons ""nwle by 
tben be made Th Arsenal, and probably were the product 
w!" then des.;,bed e m~":"ted roen on bothas -~ood "" could 
with sabre ~ light" cavalry SI es were what 
the Mexicanan: carbme; and, in additi~:r dragoons, anned 
field artille a valry aJso carried the l.,; tbe larger part of 

but of very ';,;:,º! t~e lhen antiquated ~b The Mexican 

~~~ r!gpeosse:ebdres~:º!s~~~~t:dmmon ro~t~~v:r:e:; 
, nor mobilit uru 10n 

compare for a mome t . Y, nor accuracy of fi wagons. 
i "It n with the Amer1·c . re, could it 

may be inte . an artille 2 
wrote man resting to ata.te " th ry. 
not to tak{ years ~terward, "that 'Gen e colonel o( the Mº . . . 
1',Jy to ..,:,>:e rifle, Iban mougb fo r"' Soott ondea..:::i'i!P' volunteen 
lmopo ;,, the ficl~• "'"" , ... , haYm' "" compan;e, ,nd 01,- ..,.,,.¡, m, ~ !he old fün•Jod< Knowfug that th, 'l.,1;::_ .""6cientÍy .....''f.:00 p,rliou­
rifte then recentl musketa, I insist.ed ippians would ha the use oí 
of lefferBOn Da.u: ~e at New Haven ºo,their being armed :t~ºtrnfi~enee 
::.:,.s~g11;1d :i1.~l;::';~_: or '::,!!\:,'>;.!-"-{:Í:,.:! 
Doc. 1, 28 Co was manufactured at Ha were turned out. and eta had been 
were manufac~g., 2 sess., 296.) In th rper's Ferry the' sam a model of a. 
and arrang urecl, the manufact e nex:t year 14 332 . e rear.-(Sen. 
-(Sen Do

ementa were mad f ure of flmt-lock '. percuss1on m··-'· •-
. e 1 

29 
e or alterin p1eces w disco =e ... ~ lhot üm,· _; th i .... 1 ..,._ 403 i,, 'j ;,, '""' t.o .....,:. otinool, 

ter period. e est Point ~et.9 b ·t Percussion muskets on m~eui. 
' The fo . ' u not to troo . were l.Smled 

COll4, 76 7~omg account is mainl d . ps m the field until a. 
' ' y erivecl from. Bnll..- . ~ntm, In.vaswn A.meri-



150 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO 

Arista, the commanding general, vías more of a politician 
than a soldier, though he had served as a youth in the royal 
Spanish army, and had filled various positions in the Mexican. 
He was reputed to be a man of wealth, and owned a good 
deal of land in northern Mexico. He had never, it seems, 
been on good terms with bis second in command, General 
A.mpudia, and the latter nursed a grievance at having been 
superseded by Arista a f ew days befo re; so that when the 
army· crossed the Rio Grande there was a marked lack of 
cordial co-operation between the two generals. 

It was the early afternoon of the eighth of May when 
Arista's roen arrived on the selected ground at Palo Alto, 
and formed in line in a position at right angles to the road 
from Point Isabel, their right resting on a small hill, their 
left on a swampy wood. In front of them stretched an open 
prairie upon which Taylor's forces were seen advancing. 

Befare the head of bis column came within range of the 
Mexican artillery Taylor halted and deployed in line of 
battle, facing the enemy. His two eighteen-pounder guns 
were in the centre, the two batteries of field artillery were 
posted in intervaIB of the Jine to the right and left, and the 
cavalry was held in reserve in the rear, while one squadron 
of cavalry and a small detachment of infantry were left to 
guard the train of three hundred wagons that Taylor was 
escorting. The troops were next directed to fill their can­
teens from a water hale on the right of the position, and 
then, all being ready, at two o'clock in the afternoon the 

American line moved forward. 
Arista had evidently determined to await attack, and he 

made no move until the American troops came within range, 
when his artillery opened ~- Taylor at once halted, ad­
vanced his guns to the front, and replied. "The infantry/' 
wrote a young American officer, whose fi.rst battle it was, 
'' stood at arder arms as spectators, watching the effect of 
our shots u pon the enemy, and watching his shots so as to 
step out of their way ." The Mexican round shot did litlle 
damage, "because they would strike the ground long before 
they reached our line, and ricochetted through the tall grasa 
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so slowly tbat tbe men would see them and open ranks and 
let them pass. 11 1 

The American artillery, bowever, was doing immense in­
jury to the enemy's masses; but for a whole hour Arista 
made no move, though his men were becoming uneasy, and 
begging to be led forward against the enemy or back out 
of range. At length an order was given for a movement 
against the American right wing, and Torrejon started with 
the cavalry and a support of infantry and two guns. Two 
American inf antry regiments and a section of light artillery 
soon repulsed this attack, which was not boldly pressed. 

By this time the tall grass of the prairie took fire, or, as 
the Mexicans believed, was set on :fire by the Americans, 
and the smoke for sorne time caused th~ artillery duel to 
slacken. Under cover of the smoke, Arista drew back his 
left wing and threw forward his right, Taylor making a 
corresponding change of front. This movement was fol­
lowed by an eff ort on the part of the Mexicans to twn the 
American left, while a body of cavalry was sent to renew the 
attack against the American rigbt. Both attacks were re­
pelled, cbiefly by the excellent American artillery; and dark­
ness baving fallen, both sides bivouacked upon the posi­
tions they then occupied. 

Taylor reported to his government that he had dislodged 
the Mexican forces from their position and encamped on 
the field of battle, Arista reported that he had not yielded 
a hand-breadth; and both reports were nearly true. The 
official reporta showed Mexican losses of two hundred and 
fifty-two killed, wounded, and missing; the Americans had 
nine killed, forty-four wounded, and two missing, or about 
one-fifth' of the Mexican casualties. It is quite possible 
that Arista, with the truly Oriental disregard for exactitude 
which characterized his countrymen, may have understated 
bis loss; and it was the impression of American officers, 
judging from the dead and wounded left on the ground, that 
he had done so.2 

1 PertonaL Memoi;., of U. S. Grant, I, 95. 
1 The authorities consulted for Palo Alto are Ripley's War toith Mt:r:ico, I, 

116-123; Henry's Campaign Sketche8, 88-94; Grant's Personal Memoira, I, 
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At dawn on the morning of turday, the ninth of May, 
Arista bega.n a.o orderly retreat, and by ten o'clock in the 
morning he had fallen back about fi.ve miles and was in 
position on the banks of a ravine known to the 1exicans 
as the Resaca de Guerrero, distant between two a.nd three 
miles from Matamoros. North of this ravine, and roughly 
parallel to it, was a similar ravine, known as the Resaca de 
la Palma. The road from Point Isabel, passing for the 
most part over a.o open prairie, enters, near Palo Alto, the 
growth of timber that f ringes the course of the Rio Grande. 

"This river," says Grant, "like the · · ippi, fiows throagb a 
rich aUuvial valley in the most meandering manner, running toward 
all points of the compass at times within a few miles. Formerly 
tbe river ran by Resaca. de la Palma, some !our or five miles east of 
the present channel. The old bed of the river at Resaca had become 
filled at places, lea.ving a succession of little lakes." 1 

At the spot where Arista made his stand such a succes· 
sion of lakes, dry in early lay, formed a curve, concave 
to the road by which the Americans must advance. To 
the 1-ight and lef t of this road was the almo t impenetrable 
chaparral, which rendered cavalry useless and prevente<! 
artillery fue, except along the line of the road it elf. 

The battalion of za:¡xulores and four battalions of infantry 
were stationed to the Mexican right, upon the front slope 
of the ravine, being protected up to their breasts by the 
natural intrenchment. Another battalion was in their 
rear, in reserve. On the left were stationed only the Taro· 
pico troops, with the various local bodies under command ol 
General Canales, and two piece of artillery, in reserve. Of 
the other guns, three were placed on the front edge of the 
ravine, and the rest in the rear of the ravine and to the 
right of the road, About two bundred yards farther back, 

92-96; Mea.de, I, 78-80; Ro& J3ároeD8.'s 1~ Norte-Ameri,caflo., 35-3'1, 
44--46; Apuntes para la Hi,slqri.a ~ 1.a GIJD'T(l entre Mé:.rito ¡¡ los B. U., as--42. 
Taylor's detailed report of the battle, with subreports from his subordinates. 
will be íound in Sen. Doc. , 29 Cong., 1 sess., 2-6, 13--23, and B. R. ])oc. 

60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 11~1104.. Arista's report is in Mé:lit,o ti través dt lol 

Si,glos IV, 563. 
1 Gra.nt, 1, 93. 
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ID an open pace, were the h iJ 
the pack-mules. The h ead-quarters, the cavalry 
off '.he mules, tires li•hi:i= ~ere un addled, packs í.t'1d 
passmg t~e night. b , an all preparations made f~~ 

Taylor s army had been . 
retreat of the ~Iexicans put m motion as soon th 
far as the Resaca de la p was ob erved, and it marc:S e 
the request of som f alma, where a halt was d ed as • e o the · ma e. At 
council of. war to consider th:emor ~fficers Taylor called a 
after heanno- their . . propnety of advan • 
fa~or of re~ainingº~:otnsl' a majority of whichc~!~ ~d 
mmed to h e Y on the d f • e m 
bis p~ forward. He took tiro e erunve, he del,er-

preparatíons. The wo d e, however, to mak 
breastwork armed . th un ed were cared for a t e 
twefre-po~er ~ t~:e~o eighleen-pou;der."':l':; 
the wagons, was thrown been carried unmount . o ~ trong rear-guard was 1:ft tº'J!~ protection of the :!:,º 
I march. e , and the army res ed 

!t had not proceeded f um 
sk:irmish · ar when m 'ti ers m_ front that the enero • essage:3 came in from the 
pos1 on. This must ha b ) were m force in a '"" afttm ve een ab t f , wong 

. oon. At once th . nf ou our o clock in th 
:hickets to the right and ;;t ªºJ'Y were deployed in th: 
ion on the road three h dredan a battery was put m· . artill • un . d poSI-

ery · At about haif yar from the f · 
advanced as best th past four the infantry . ~xican 
seen bv th . ey could through th h skirmishers 
b . J eir opponent til e c aparral un­
~ken up into little grouun . they were upon them , and 

e Mexican lef t p without a semblance f ' 

~ the,s
1
truggl~ c::n~:;1:r :;ent· back, but ~n º~~:: 

· ... , eanwhil th e Ime upon m what sI k e, e fexican artill ore even 
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ron of dragoons t bar Y ected Captain l\fa~" fav rod oc ge the 1exican guns J. 'J s squad-
J e up to the Am · · :d t~~~. to J..IButenan~ºi'i.':g~;~ryc lhat was in action 

on Ch . . m gomg to charge ,, R'd ommand: "Where 
is IJest arlie,. till I draw their fue ,, t gel y replied: "Hold 

told m Ridgely' own words: What happened next 
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ffi4 d' 
he most gallantly dashed forwai: m 

"! gave them a volley, and his s uadron. I followed as qwckly 
column of fours at the head of tin qwhen I carne upon the edg_e of 
as possible, at a gallop, only bal . g of artillery but no camwniers i 
the ra.vine, where I found three ~1:cesme a most galling fire at from 
however their inf antry pouredh m o ued a most desperate struggle, 

' fil es and ere ens d " i twenty-five to ty p~c the were completely route • 
but our inf antry commg up, y 

nl have occupied a ver¡ few 
The cavalry ch~rge co: ~h/ narrow road and ov_er the 

moments. Sweerimg' ~o the gunners there, chargm~ _an 
Mexican guns- sab nng ero the ravine to the nsmg 
army"-the dragoons rode a llying what remained of 
ground in the ~ear; and t~: r:nners who had regained 
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V Whom the dragoon. s roug ega, . 
lines as a token of their succes ·. falling into disorder. 

. h M ·can line was . 
By tbis tlllle_ t e exi infant regiment, left m the rear 

The eighth Uruted States . h;¿ been sent for as soon as 
by Taylor to guard the tram, the carne down the road 
the action was fairly be~un, a~d a :rtion of the fi.fth in­
at a charging pace. Jom;ie {oad ~ith Ridgely'_s battery, 
fantcy' they sw?pt down d the abandoned Mexican guns, 
crossed the ravme, secure 
and comp1eted_the defea\º~!!! ::;·convinced that Tay-

Arista, on bis part, ha k him that day. When re-

lor would not =!~r:h!º~!:can advance, ~e insist_e~ tha~ 
ports reached . and he remamed wntmg 
it was a mere reconnoIBSance, . dent that his army was 
bis tent until it had bec:e evialry which had not been 
defeated. At the head of asct~e ra~e, where they came 
engaged, he advan~ed r /a:,rtillecy before the latter co~d 
in contact with Ridge Y ~ inf antcy who by this tune 
unlimber; but th~ ~enca!ch side of the road, open6? so 
were lining the tbicke s on _e an cavalcy were quickly driven 
terrible a fue that the Mexic t With the exception of 
back. The defeat be?ame ~ rou ~ broken into fragments, 

. the Mexican a1my w a few corps, 
388 29 Cong., 1 se.ss., Zl. isen. Doc. , 
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which fled as best they might. One squadron of the Ameri­
can dragoons which had not been engaged, both batteries of 
light artillery, and a small force of infantry were sent in 
pursuit and followed the scattered remnants of the Mexi­
cans as far as tbe banks of the Rio Grande. As the pur­
suing forces carne in sight of 1atamoros the Mexican bat­
teries opened fue. Fort Brown replied, and fired on such 
of the fugitives as crossed within range. In their headlong 
panic many of the Mexicans were drowned in crossing; but 
night fell and the remnants of the shattered and disorganized 
army were finally collected behind the fortifications of Mata­
moros. 

Long before dark the main strength of the American 
army had been halted at the Mexican camp. They found 
the mules and their packs "arranged with great regularity 
on the ground," camp-fires lighted, and meals cooking. 
They captured Arista's personal baggage and public corre­
spondence, five hundred mules and pack-saddles, hundreds , 
of musk_ets, and all of the Mexican fi.eld artillery with its 
equipment and furniture. "The enemy," wrote Taylor, 
with an effective understatement, "has recrossed the 
river, and I am sure will not again molest us on this 
bank.111 

Tbe American Ioss in the battle of Resaca was thirty­
nine killed and eighty-two wounded. The Mexican loss 
was officially reported at two hundred and sixty-two killed, 
three hundred and fifty-five wounded, and one hundred 
and eighty-five rnissing-a total of eight hundred and two, 
between six and seven times the American loss.2 Taylor 
thought the Mexican figures too small. He estimated the 
Mexican dead on the two fields of battle at over three hun­
dred. The number of the wounded and drowned were 
still more conjectural. Arista reported that he had thirty­
five hundred men left in Matamoros, but this was probably 
'? underestimate. He probably had four thousand, making 
bis total loss from all causes during bis fortnight's cam-

1 H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 296. 
2 Rivera, Hm. de Jo.lapa, ID, 754. 
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paign twelve or thirteen hundred since he had cro~d the 

Rio Grande.1 
Had Taylor been fully aware of the den;ioralization in the 

1exican ranks, he ciight perhaps have continued his pur­
suit at once acro the river and utterly destroyed Arista's 
army; but he waited to make his preparations before at­
tempting to take Matamoros. Arrangements for naval 
co-operation were made, and a ero ing was effected at 
the rancho de la Burrita, about fifteen miles below the 
town in a straight line, and probably twice as far by the 
river. On the morning of May 1 , Taylor's preparations 
were completed, and he began crossing his roen in boats, , 
protected by a trong force of artillery on the lef t bank. 

He soon ascertained that Arista had abandoned Mata­
moros and was in f ull retreat. Once before, on the twelfth 
of May, the Mexican troops bad marched out upon a 
rumor that the Americans were crossing. Arista subse­
q uently declared that his roen were in a state of panic and 
ready to run at the fust sound, and as a last resort he sent 
a message to the American commander proposing an ar­
mistice until the two go ernments should finally ettle the 
questions in dispute. From the point of view of the se­
curity of Taylor's army, the reque t was obviously inadmis­
sible, and Taylor replied that an armi tice was out of the 
question; that he had offered one to General Aropudia a 
month befare, which had been declined; and that " circum· 
tances were now changed." 2 The abandonment of the 

town then began immediately. Four hundred wounded were 

1 Accounts of the ba.ttle ca.lled by the Americana~ de la Palma, and 
by the Mexicana Resaca de Guerrero, are to be found in Ripley, I, 123-l.29i 
Henry, 9~100; Grant, I, 96--9 ; Mea.de, I, 80-83; Roa B6.rcena., 37-39, 46-
48; Apuntes para la Historia de la Guerra, 42-47, Taylor's detailed repor\, 
with subreports, is in Sen. Doc. 388, 29 Cong., 1 sess,, 6-29, and H. R. 1)oC. 
60, 30 Cong., 1 ., llM--1106, and a further account by Gen. Ta.ylor is OOD­
tained in a personal letter to bis son-in-law, Dr. R. C. Wood, in Ta.ylor• 
Letters from the Battlefiel,ds of the Me:tican War, 1-2. Reference may also be 
made to Nuevo Berna! Diaz, 11, 16--20, for a letter from an inhabite.nt ci 
Matamoros, who gives the version current in lbat town iromedia.tely af\fl 

tbe ba.tUe. 
1 T ylor to Adjutant-Genera.l, Ma.y 18, 1846; H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., ¡ seas-, 

298- Taylor to W ood, Ma.y 19, 1846; Taylor's l,ellers Jrom the BattlejieUU, 3-i. 
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A acoount of th , ,:Unte8 para /,a Hiswr. e abandonment oí 1atam 
Polk's Di.ary I "º'za de la Guerra 47-51 oros, Roa Bárcena 48-50· 
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