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in a manner not to be mistaken. . . . We are too far from the fron-
tier to impress the government of Mexico with our readiness to vindi~
cate, by force of arms if necessary, our title to the country as far as

the Rio Grande.” € Possessio W1
£ N of g | , We
He also added in the same despatch, that, if a forward “POl(liincwlzens and sold?gi Part of Tam, uﬂpa.;.e;fg g
movement was to be made, Point Isabel and Laredo were i 11;29g to the defeqt of the § © 10 oppoge tI;e invca.lled
the points he would recommend for occupation.! But in ) be burst ing, strainp?msh €Xpedition gt T, i
spite of this expression of Taylor’s opinion in October, orders of ch istic e o 4mpico,

for the movement he suggested were not sent to him until
the following month of January.

It must also be noted that the American government,
while asserting that Texas was in possession of the disputed
territory, actually supposed that there were Mexican troops
east of the Rio Grande; for Taylor had been instructed
not to disturb “any posts on the Eastern side thereof which
are in the actual occupancy of Mexican forces, or Mexican
settlements, over which the republic of Texas did not exer-
cise jurisdiction at the period of annexation, or shortly
before that event.” ? ‘

With the question of right Taylor and his men evidently
had nothing to do. Whatever blame there may be for push-
ing forward into a region over which Texas asserted buf:
did not exercise actual jurisdiction, and to which she could
therefore have given no clear title, must rest solely with the
authorities at Washington.
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Taylor’s advance to the Rio Grande, as has been already
said, was unopposed, but it was not unobserved. General
Francisco Mejfa, who commanded the troops in Matamoros,
hearing that the American force were marching toward hif
sent a small force of cavalry to watch the movement, and 8
an additional precaution, he issued a fiery proclamation ad:
dressed to the inhabitants of the department of Tama
and the troops under his command, in which he charget
the United States with dissimulation, fraud, and the basest

i«

: 1
1 Taylor to Adjutant-General, Oct. 4, 1845; ibid., 107. The italics arene 3 and translatiop : Tossing th
2 s €
in the original. & ] . Taglor 1, Adjutan ;G’:ng;uR. Doc. 60, 39 Cong, 1 Iiver
2 Marcy to Taylor, July 8 and 30, 1845; ibid., 806, 807. a‘*(’ﬁl’d ;;?;, March 25 ISQGMm 21, 1846; lézdsels;é 125-199
i ; P10, TV sneee
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hostile, but a simple defensive precaution” '—that is, he
arranged with the naval force off the mouth of the Rio
Grande to institute a blockade of the river; and as the troops
in Matamoros received their supplies largely by water, the
measure was a serious annoyance to Ampudia, who sent a
vehement protest. Taylor replied that he would not raise
the blockade without orders.from Washington, “unless
indeed you desire an armistice pending the final settlement
of the question between the governments,”? and the block-
ade continued to be enforced.

In these acts of Taylor’s the Mexican government thought
it saw a sufficient justification for an attack on the United
States forces under his command. Both governments had
asserted that they would act only on the defensive; but
President Paredes now directed that what he called a “de-
fensive war”’ should be begun. In a proclamation wrbi et
orbi, published April 23, 1846, he explained his position
thus:

“The ancient injuries and the attacks which ever since the year
1836 the Government of the United States has incessantly inflicted
upon the people of Mexico, have been crowned by the insult of send-
ing us a Minister who is accredited to our government as a resident
Minister, as if the relations between the two Republics had suffered
no alteration since the final act of the annexation of Texas was con-
summated. At the very moment that Mr. Slidell presented himself
the troops of the United States were occupying our territory. Their
squadrons threatened our ports, and they were preparing to occupy
the peninsula of the Californias of which the question of Oregon with
England is no more than a preliminary. 1 did not admit Mr. Slidell
because the dignity of the nation would repel this new insult.

“In the meantime the army of the United States encamped at
Corpus Christi and occupied the Island of Padre Vallin, and then
marched to Santa Isabel and the flag of the stars waved on the right

~ bank [sic] of the Rio Bravo del Norte opposite the city of Matamoros,

they previously stopping the navigation of the river by means of their
ships of war. The town of Laredo was surprised by a party of their
troops and a piquet of our forces who had been sent there to recon-
noitre was disarmed. Hostilities therefore have been begun by the
United States of America, who have undertaken new conquests in

“Taylor to Arista, April 25, 1846; ibid., 1206.  Tbid., 138, 144, 145.
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plies nearly twenty miles away, and he was opposed by an
enemy numerically superior. The advantages to be gained
from a victory were relatively slight; the injury that would
result from a defeat was enormous, for it must have meant
the annihilation of Taylor’s force. Nevertheless, he took
the chances, and was thoroughly justified by success.

One regiment of infantry and two companies of artillery,
together with the sick, numbering in all not over five hundred
men, having been left behind under command of Major
Brown, of the infantry, Taylor, with the remainder of his
little army, set out on the afternoon of the first of May for
Point Isabel. On the next day he arrived at that place
without having discovered any signs of the enemy.!

Brown was attacked on the morning of the third of May,
but only by a long-range cannonade, which did little damage.

The fort, planned by Captain Mansfield, of the United States |

Engineers, was built upon a triangular point of land, with
the river on two sides of it, and no very formidable attempt

was made to approach it on the land side. The total Ameri-

can casualties were two killed and ten wounded. Among the
latter was Brown himself, who was so seriously injured dur-
ing the cannonade, which lasted a hundred and sixty hours,

that he died shortly afterward of his wounds. His memory
has been preserved in the name of Fort Brown, and of =
Brownsville, the town which has since grown up about it.* -

For five days Taylor remained at Point Isabel, where the

sounds of the cannonade at Matamoros reached him. He =
strengthened the position at the Point, and the Gulf squadron =
(which he seems to have sent for) having arrived on the
sixth of May, five hundred marines and bluejackets, under
Captain Gregory of the U.S.S. Raritan, were landed to

1 Same to same, May 3, 1846; ibid., 289. Arista had withdrawn his cavalry
from Taylor’s line of march in order to protect his own troops in crossing the *

river. This was subsequently severely criticised as unnecessary, and as the

cause of serious delay which at least contributed to the disastrous resultof
his movement. For further details as to-Taylor’s movements, see Meade, I,

53-78.

2 See detailed reports in Sen. Doc. 388, 29 Cong., 1 sess., 31-37. The fort
was abandoned by the War Department in 1907. A sketch map of the =

position in 1846 will be found in Meade, I, 73.
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Tts commander, Zachary Taylor, a colonel in actual rank
but a brigadier-general by brevet, was a man in his sixty-
second year, who had spent nearly forty years of his life in
Indian fighting and in the routine duties of small frontier
posts. His chief exploit in the War of 1812 was the defence
of Fort Harrison, on the Wabash River, against a strong
force of Indians. He took a creditable part in the Black
Hawk War in 1832, and he fought the Seminoles in Florida
from 1837 to 1839. This, with such little reading as he
might have done, was the whole of his military education.

He was a native of Virginia, but when he was only ten
years old his father had removed—one of the first settlers—
to Kentucky, where the future general got a little schooling
and much hard work on the paternal farm. He had never
had much experience of cities or the world. He had hardly
ever visited Washington, and owed such advancement as
he had thus far attained solely to seniority and a conscien-
tious performance of routine duty.

Mentally and physically he was a plain and unpretending
citizen. Short and sturdy in build, with a typically Western
carelessness in respect to dress, he looked, what he had been,
a Kentucky farmer. His dislike for uniforms was notorious,
and almost amounted to a mania. The army was full of
stories about his carelessness in dress and his dislike for
ceremony. A Mexican officer, sublieutenant Don Manuel
Balbontin, who was at one time a prisoner in Taylor’s camp,
was amazed at the general’s appearance when he first saw
him, sitting on a camp-stool, in his shirt-sleeves, in front
of his tent. A little while after, the general was seen riding
out of camp. :

“He wore a blue checked gingham coat, blue trousers without any
bflid, a linen waistcoat and a broad-brimmed straw hat. Neither
his horse nor his saddle had any military ornament.”

The only explanation that presented itself to the Mexican
mind was that the general was going to make a dangerous re-
connoissance alone. But Don Manuel did not know Taylor.!

1 Balbontin, Invasion Americana, 38.




