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giving it. Their purpose, it, was said, was to bring about a
collision, to try to bring on a war, and the administration
was accused of wishing to provoke the Mexicans to attack
the American forces, so that it might appear to the world—
and especially to so much of it as sat in Congress—that the
war, if war ensued, was one of defence and not of aggression.
No direct contemporaneous evidence was then produced in
support of this assertion, and none seems to be now available.
All the public utterances of the party in power were in favor
of peace; and to the inquiry whether the executive officers
of the United States were secretly trying to bring about a

small majority, to
B0 particular des;jre a

war no positive answer can be given. Conclusions more at the PParent on theip pant
or less plausible may of course be reached from a considera- Ohio In%:ﬁzzselﬁ'f Mexico, 1 the I;liitt Ig(v)v eXg)and further
8 4, llnois estern stateg—

tion of the general situation in the winter of 1846-1847, and , and Michigan
~ of the character and the wishes and policy, at that time, of
Polk and his cabinet. i
The President himself was a man without wide culture or
knowledge, wholly devoid of imagination, untravelled, un-
acquainted with either the Spanish or the Mexican character,
and with little experience in the conduct of foreign affairs.
To a strong intelligence he added a dogged strength of will,
such as few of his contemporaries possessed; and with all
the obstinacy and persistence of his nature he desired to
acquire California. But he then hoped, and probably be-
lieved, that California might be got by negotiation; for all -
the evidence seemed to show that it was independent of
Mexico in all but name, and that it could only be governed |
by such expenditures for men and ships as Mexico was hope-
lessly unable to make. He was also aware that Mexico
was in dire need of money—money to pacify her foreign
creditors and money to set her internal affairs in some sorf
of order. f
For California Polk was ready to pay most liberally; and *
if it could have been bought, precisely as Louisiana had been
bought, and as Florida had been bought, there was no reason
to doubt that the Senate would have consented to the bar=
gain, and that Congress would have voted the purchases
money. But the President could hardly have felt any
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perhaps, nothing more than their ignorance of Mexican
nature. John Bull might be looked straight in the eye, and
spoken to firmly and boldly to some advantage; but John =
Bull had a good deal to lose, while Mexico had nothing ex-
cept her dignity. But she valued dignity above money OF
Jand. “The Mexican,” said Henry Addington, who was
Under-Secretary in the British Foreign Office, and knew the
Spanish character well, “the Mexican is like a mule—if you
spur him too much he will back off the precipice with you” ;!
and Polk and his advisers had yet a good deal to learn both
of mules and men.

The Mexican government had long before declared their
intention of doing nothing to precipitate war, and to awaib

attack from their opponents.

serted, and Polk’s critics at home echoed the assertion, that
the American troops were the first aggressors by their
advance to the westward of the Nueces River, which, it was :
said, had always constituted the recognized boundary of
Texas. And if this statement was correct, Taylor’s seizure =

of Point Isabel and his march to the Rio Grande were a8

much an invasion of the department of Tamaulipas as if he ¢

The Mexicans, however, as f

had landed near Tampico and had advanced on that tOWRES

through the southern portion of the same department.

From a Mexican point of view the inquiry as to the western

The |
had always insisted that it had never

poundary of Texas was, strictly speaking, illogical.
Mexican government
parted with its ownership of Texas; it had declared repeat=
edly that the annexation of Texas by the United States was
of itself a casus belli; and :
bad for an American army to enter Texas as to enter Tamat==
lipas. Moreover, Taylor had been encamped west of the
Nueces since
in reality the invasion had been begun at that time.

was of real importance. C
corporation of Texas into the Union, but it had never ==

thorized the invasion of Mexico;

1 Jones, 370. Addington had been for some years British minister in Spain,

in this aspect of the case it was a8

the beginning of August, 1845, and therefor® J

From an American point of view, however, the inquiry
ongress had authorized the s

and if the President, m |
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E:viﬁx;fiérgcf)p; westhof 1I;he Nueces, had sent them beyond
exas, he had plainly acted with
of law. Whether he had reall i s
y exceeded his authori -
pendec! on the answer to the question: Was licheorll\?, e
recogmzqd as the boundary? i
; %als;oi)lcally there could be little doubt that prior to 1836
i alelzen so regarded. The Spaniards and their suc-
ces?ors through the New World, it is true, were notori-
:zz }E) catre;elzsz;bout boundaries. Every country in South
entr erica was involved in dis ith its nei
, ) putes with its -
goxs f)wte_:r boundary questions, but the Spanish mapze;g:d
es«gnp ions of Texas made in the first years of the nineteenth
;(Ien ury, with quite unusual unanimity, agreed that Athe
T;:c;sf)ultl);ar ;hr; Gulf, divided Tamaulipas from Texas.!
( ¢ of Texas, however, by one of its earlies s
lative atclzlt:t, fI?llowmg their treaty with Santa Annaezsalféilz-
clared exas was bounded by the Rio Grand , its
mouth to its source, and the leadi il
. ? . ng Texans attached
gre.mz;tadlr;ﬁmrtan_ce to that line. The United Statecs iadvzlg
;;lhe # the ngl.]ts of Texas, whatever they might be, and
the claim to a disputed boundary was regarded in “’fash-
ltlllgton as an asset of much value in effecting a definite set
e;:ll;ant with Mexico. i
e value of the territory for ini
( _ purposes of bar;
icsrt?}?ly undeniable, although when it came tga}?rlfuﬁt
Ugi t,ede éat;gti;nenzsldb}l’) which the claim of Texas and the
. o e sustained, serious difficulti
menced. Donelson, the American chargé in Tefzis vgf;g
e the case fully,2 and Buchanan, in preparing th’e in-
e (I:nll(l)ns for Slidell, had also tried his hand, though with
ch success. The jurisdiction of T nr id,
had been extended be i
yond the Nueces, and representati :
{:rm Cthe country between it and the Rio Grange ha,I(li aslzltvif
b ongress and convention. This, however, was onl
assertion of actual possession, and not a very stron)gr

! An accurate summ i
R s ary of the evidence of “the official : g
¥ eﬂg will be found in Garrison’s “Westward E:tl:uss panyllsl;'dehmxtapon
ation Series, vol. XVII, 98-106. xtension,” The American

! Don
elson to Buchanan, July 11, 1845; Sen. Doec. 1, 29 Cong., 1 sess., 103
A ., 103,
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assertion at that. The claim of a right to possession was
based solely on the ground that “this portion of the terri-
tory was embraced within the limits of ancient Louisiana.”
The evidence as to the extent of “ancient Louisiana” has
already been stated in sufficient detail;! and as even Bu-
chanan was forced to admit that the United States by the
Florida treaty had ceded “all that part of ancient Louisiana
within the present limits of Texas,” the important inquiry
narrowed itself to the question of what was “the extent of
the territorial rights which Texas has acquired by the sword.”
In other words, the controversy really resolved itself into
the question of fact as to what was the extent of the Texan
conquests, and how far Texas had actually exercised her
jurisdiction.

Upon that point the evidence was reasonably clear. The
remnants of Santa Anna’s army, after San Jacinto, were in-
structed by him to retire beyond the Rio Grande; and they =
did, in point of fact, ultimately retreat to Matamoros.
From that time forward the country lying between the line -
of the Nueces and the Rio Grande was practically neutral
ground, permanently possessed by neither party, and only

: Supplies,
el by T, exas,” Taylorand the most western point now

orders he woylq confine him el o st untl further

crossed occasionally by smugglers and Indians. At Corpus “whi self :
Christi the Texans had a small settlement west of the Nueces, - e Zh covers all the settlemet]otsﬂ:]re line of the N ueces,
and they may be said to have occupied the whole valley of = No fﬁxftrl;e:srly approved,? +~ These movementg
the Nueces. Opposite Matamoros there were a number of the orders seem to have bheep

scattered Mexican ranches, and what might be called vil= €r of 1845; but early in the aslftn t to Taylor dyrjy

Parently a5 his own o

lages on the island of Santiago and at Point Isabel; while -
higher up the river, at Laredo, there was a Mexican settle=
ment of some size on the east bank. The Mexican ranches
or villages, however, were not far back from the Rio Grande,
a fact recognized in General Woll’s proclamation of June:
20, 1844, in which he announced that any one found more
than one league from the river would be shot.? The proof
of actual and permanent possession of this whole territory
by the Texan government was therefore lacking, for in faet

“«
f our govye

dﬂfy Thment,” he “
f] maku 4 ' Wrote, In settlj :
Vo the lme. of the Rip Grap d thﬂg the question of boun-

€ an y]
Possession, wil be g eatly Jacilitateq ndtlmatum, 1 cannot doubt

neither they nor the Mexicans exercised any actual controb S gg g1 t0 Buchangy,
over the entire region in dispute. ‘ :Btncro{z a— » 1845; Sen. Do, 1, 20 Cong, 1 sess,
1 8ee Vol. I, Chapter L. *See Vol. I, page 655. id, 85, g HUtant-Genera), gy, : %4?: m 60, 30 Cy o




