
116 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO 

hand in the affair. The President in his annual message had 
r~commended that notice be given to termínate the agree­
ment for joint occupation, and early in the session a resolu­
tion was reported by the Committee on Foreign Aff airs in 
the House directing the President to give the required twelve 
months' notice. The opportunity for long and vehement 
talk was, of course, made the most of, and the question was 
debated through the month of January and half of Feb­
ruary; but the resolution was ·finally passed by a vote of 
163 to 54 on February 9, 1846. _ 

In the Senate there were even longer and more excited 
debates, which developed the most marked diff erences of 
opinion as to the policy to be pursued. Calhoun, who had 
again been sent by his state to the Senate, was particularly 
anxious about the result. He had expressed himself in the 
autumn as thinking that the true policy of the United States 
was to remain quiet, to do nothing to excite attention, and 
leave time to operate. He considered Polk's mention of 
Oregon in his inaugural address "a profound blunder," and 
thought that nothing could be more imprudent or more im­
proper than his remarks, which had left the subject in the 
worst possible condition. He believed that the "indisposi­
tion of England to go to war" was shared by all the Atlantic 
states, and he suspected that the mempers of the adminis­
tration were also opposed to war "if they could get out of 
the scrape." 1 Immediately after his arrival in Washington 
Calhoun had called on the President and expressed bis 
strong desire for delay, as he feared the result of hasty action 
by Congress and the debates which would arise. But Polk 
insisted on the measures he had recommended in his message. 
To a supporter of Calhoun's he said-

"that the only way to treat John Bull was to look bim straight in the 
eye; that I considered a bold & fi.rm course on our part the pacific 

entertain serious apprehensions oí War . ... He se.id the British Government 
would be gla.d to get clear of the question on almost any terms; that they did 
not care if the arbitrator should award the whole territory to us. They would 
yield it without a murmur."-(Moore's Buchanan, VI, 352.) 

1 Amer, Húit. Assn. Rep. 1899, II, 661,671,673, . 
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one; that if Congress faultered O h . . . 
would immediately become arrog:nt ~~~:d m thei: co~e.' John Bull 
& that such had been the histor of h :~~aspmg1;0hi~demands; 
contests with other Powers for tr I t e ntt1sh Natmn m all their e ast two hundred years." 1 

As the months rolled b d C in talk Polk b y, an ongress consumed the time 
' ecame more and more . H 

ator after senator and ur ed th amaous. e saw sen-
directing that notice be ~ven~ ~:sa~e of the_ r~solution 
pancy of Oregon, but he firml d "f:~te the Jomt occu­
would do after that b d Y ec e to say what he 
Britain should mak eyo~ a general assurance that ü Great . 

ably submit it to t;e ªs:~at':!:~~:tb~~:~:r he would prob-
ever, the flood of eloquence . th S . At last, how­
resolution for giving notice :as e e~ate abated, an:d the 
14 on April 16 1846 • passe by a vote of 40 to 
that adopted b; the H~: 2 somewhat ~erent forro from 
pleased with either forro of. 1?-~-Pres1dent was not much 
itors that while he reso u ~on; but he told his vis~ 
had passed the H was content ~th the resolution which 
pass anything he o~s~, yet to av01d the risk of a failure to 
ment. He b li adVIsed acceptance of the Senate's amend-

. . e eve ' correctly as the result d 
the Bntish government would t k prove ' that 
question of notice was bein(Y d b ªt ~ ~o ~tep as long as the 
"would calculate on our di _e_ a e" m ongress, that they 
not regard as urif . dl vis1~ns, and that they would 
occupancy agreem:~~~ y a not1ce to terminate the joint 

A week passed · h. h h still under . '. m w ic t e forro of the resolution was 
report of ~~::~~e~ut tt le~gth, on April 23, 1846, on the 
favor of 'v' . o con erence, both houses voted in 
b 142 

gi. mg the not1ce-the Senate by 42 to 10 th H Y to 46. , e ouse 

The resolution aft - 't' h 1818 and At' er rem mg t e conventions of October 
' ugus ' 1827, ran as follows: ' 

1 Polk's Diary I 155 
1 B th ' ' . o sena.tora from Maine Illin . d . . one senator each from New H o:,, an Indiana voted in the negative and f "';.'"\ Ob;o, Mioh;g,m, ant:i::.,~;¡ Ne:;?;¡:'• Penooylmi,, 1),1,~.,,, 
u ' it WIII be observed was ali but u . . fese were Democrats. ThEl '. nammous or the notice. 
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"Whereas it has now become desirable that the respective claims 
of the United States and Great Britain should be definitely settled, 
and that said territory may no longer than need be remain subject to 
the evil consequences of the divided allegiance of its American and 
British population, and of the conf usion and conflict of national juris­
dictions, dangerous to the cherished peace and good understanding 

of the two countries: 
"With a view, therefore, that steps be taken for the abrogation of 

the said Convention of the 6th of August, 1827, in the mode pre­
scribed in its second article, and that the attention of the governments 
of the two countries may be the more earnestly directed to the adop­
tion of all proper measures for a speedy and amicable adjustment of 
the differences and disputes in regard to the said territory: 

"Resolved, That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby authorized, at his discretion, to give to the government of 
Great· Britain the notice required by the second article of the said 
Convention of the 6th of August, 1827, for the abrogation of the 

same." 1 

By the time this joint resolution was passed Mexican 
aff airs were approaching a crisis, much to the annoyance of 
Polk and his cabinet. They had despatched Slidell with 
light hearts, in the belief that the purchase of Calüornia 
was within easy reach; and the news that Mexico might not 
be willing, after ali, to discuss terms of peace was naturally 

unwelcome. On Monday, the twelfth of January, 1846, the first de-
spatch from Slidell was received, giving an account of his 
failure to be received by Mexico, and the next morning it 
was read and considered by the cabinet. There seems to 
have been no dissent or hesitaiion as to the course to be 
pursued. General Taylor was ordered to march his army 
from Corpus Christi to the banks of the Ria Grande, Com­
modore Conner was ordered to take his fl.eet back again to 
Vera Cruz, and Slidell's conduct was expressly approved. 
"The course you have determined to pursue," Slidell was 
told, "is the proper one. . . . The President, in anticipa­
tion of the final refusal of the Mexican government to re­
cei ve you, has ordered the army of Texas to advance and 
take position on the left bank of the Ria Grande; and has 

1 U. S. Stat. at Large, IX, 109. 
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directed that a strong fleet b . Mexico. He will th b e assembled m the gu1f of 
. us e prepared to act 'th . 

prompt1tude, the moment that C Wl • vigor and 
authority." 1 Ali this ongress shall g1ve him the 
. seemed to commit th . . 

t10n to nothing. The ap e administra-. pearance of an Am • 
oppos1te Matamoros and th encan army 
fleet off Vera Cruz might e reappearance of an American 
politicians; but no messagserve as a strong hint to Mexican e was sent to th Am • 
gress, nor was any public a e encan Con­
and military orders. nnouncement made of the naval 

Taylor, at Corpus Christi . . February d b . ' received his orders early . 
' an egan makin d lib m 

the advance from the Nueces gt :h ;~te preparation far 
~e sarne time President Polk :t w• ~o Grande; while at 
m conferences which were d.,;,tined ashingto~, was occupied 
mfluence upan the course of th ~o .exercISe the greatest 

On Friday th thirte . e encan government 
, e enth of Februa th p . · 

called on by a certain C 1 1 A ry, e res1dent was 
who had lived far a t~eº1t: N tocha, a Spaniard by birth, 
been naturalized as an Am . ew ?~leans, and had there 

ti li encan c1tizen H h d 
quen y ved far sorne years . M . . e a subse-
~n o~scure hanger-on of Sant: ~~co, where he had been 
1IDp1;1sonment, early in 1845 he . After Santa Anna's 
Mexico by Herrera's ~t _had been ordered out of 
June, 1845, called at the Whit r;10n. He had already, in 
?arnages asan American citize: ouse to urge his claim far 
m February, 1846, he stated that but when he called again, 
Havana, where he had seen Santah~d _recent!y come from 
confidential interview h d a, and m a long and 
possession of the views ~fU:h etrtookb.t? put t~e President in ª am It10us exile. 

"H . e represented," Polk noted . h' . " 
m constant communication with ~s f~ d1ary: that Santa Anna was i every vessel that left Vera Cruz hun:•: 71 Mexiro, and received 

at _the recent Revolution headed b ep od etters. He intimated 
sanction, and that Santa A . y are es met Santa Anna's 
He said that Santa Ann nna 1;111ght soon be in power again in M . 

that in adjusting a boun::Y~:::::~:: t~treaty~ tth the U. s~::: 
i Buchana,n . o coun ries the Del Norte 

to Slidell, Jan. 20 1846· H R Doc . ' ' . . . 60, 30 Cong. 1 seas 53 ' ., . • 
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should be the Western Texas line, and the Colorado of the West 
down through the Bay of San Francisco to the Sea should be the Mex­
ican line on the North, and that Mexico should cede all East and North 
of these natural boundaries for a pecuniary consideration and men­
tioned thirty millions of Dollars as the sum. This sum he said Santa 
Anna believed would pay the most pressing debts of Mexico, support 
the army until the condition of the :finances could be improved, ~nd 
enable the Govemment to be placed on a permanent footing. Col. 
Atocha said that Santa Anna was surprised that the U. S. Naval 
force had been withdrawn from Vera Cruz last fall, and that Gen'l ' 
Taylor's army was kept at Corpus Christi instead of being stationed 
on the Del Norte; and that the U. S. would never be able to treat 
with Me:xico, without the presence of an imposing force by land and 
sea, and this, Col. Atocha added, was his own opinion. Col. Atocha 
did not say that he was sent by Santa Auna to b.old this conversation 
with me; but I think it probable he was so." 1 

· On the following Mo_nday Colonel Atocha called again on 
the President, and repeated his suggestions as to a treaty. 
The President made the commonplace remark that if the 
government of Mexico had any proposition to make, such 
as Santa Anna suggested, it would be considered when roa.de; 
but the reply was obvious to any one familiar with Mexican 

affairs. 
"Col. Atocha said no Government or administration in Mexico 

dared to make such a proposition, for if they did so there would be 
another revolution by which they would be overthrown. He said 
they must appear to• be forced to agree to such a proposition. He 
went on to give his own opinion and, as he said, that of Gen'l Santa 
Anua, that the U. Sta tes should take strong measures before any settle­
ment could be effected. He said our army should be marched at once 
from Corpus Christi to the Del Norte, anda strong Naval force assem· 
bled at Vera Cruz, that Mr. Slidell, the U. S. Minister, should with­

¡ draw from Jalappa, and go on board one of our ships of War at Vera 
Cruz, and in that position should demand the payment of the amount 
due our citizens; that it was well known the Me:xican. Government 
was unable to pay in money, and that when they saw a strong force 
ready to strike on their coasts and border, they would, he had no doubt, 
f eel their danger and agree to the boundary suggested. He said that 

1 
Polk's l)iary, I, 224. Atocha, after yea.rs of effort, succeeded in getting 

Congress to take up his claims, and ultimately, in 1873, his estate recov~ 
over two hundred thousand dollars. See Atocha v. U. S., 8 Court of C}e.iro8 

Rep., 427. 
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Paredes, Almonte & Gen'l S t A 
arrangement, but ~hat they daran ª t nnakw~re ali willing for such an e no ma e it til . 
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ent to the Archbishop of Mexico & h un It was made appar-
necessary to save their count f t e peopl~ generally that it was 

ry rom a war w1th the U. States." 1 

The ar_chbishop, according to Santa ' 
could easily be persuaded if h Anna s messenger 
due from the government' t t~ w~re assured that the debÍ 
of the money coming from o th e e '?'ch would be paid out 
Anna and Paredes' wanted e Umted States; and Santa 
need it at once. "With h:tr°:e~f.r t~e army, but would 
make the treaty and sustain th 11n ID hand they could 
and until the balance was paid ,,emse ves for a few months, 

Santa Anna, or Atocha in h". 
perfectly unerring finger th IS tame, had touched, with a 
the listening President· 'anl ~:\ pno~es and ambitions of 
by recommending a milita oli: e~icately flattered him 
secretly adopted Ad • ry P d ~ which Polk had already 
b 

· vice so a r01tly oi . 
e followed though the p ·¿ t:,• ven was certam to 

t b . ' res1 ent gave Ato h 
o e carned back to Ha vana. c a no message 

"Col. Atocha" he noted ". my confidence. ' He is evid~nt;s a person to whom I would not give 
his whole manner & conversatiO: :mman of talen~ and education, but 
w_as not reliable, and that he would 1essed me with the belief that he 
him, when it was his interest to do s:~:ªY any confidence reposed in 

And so Santa Anna's me 
very slightest intimation as :senf er went ba?k without the 

Santa Anna's real moti o ~ at th~ Pres1dent would do. 
with the American ve ID openmg communications 
must have hoped to r~º::~~ent ~s. abundantly clear. He 
of the Spanish . . p f his polit1cal successes at the time 
V mvas10n o 1829 and th F h 

era Cruz in 1838 a d h e rene attack on 
a genuine threat ~f : e must have believed that, in case 
the p~ople of Mexico :o:l~e;:t~ty the United States, 
:amp1co and Vera Cruz But y turn to the hero of 
m that event make . whether he would or could 
suggested to 'the Pr!~;;:t~f t!~ te~m~ hde had caused to b~ e rute States was quite 

l [bú/,., 228, 



THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO 

hi h Santa Anna at that time 
another rnatter' about w c 
probably felt little ~oncer~d the fourteenth and seven-
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At cabinet rneetmgs ~; t º;olk related his conversations 
teenth of February ire:r ~n ccasion he suggested sending a 
with Atocha. On t e s o 'th Santa Anna, but the pro­
confidential agent to confer ; as dropped At the second 
posal rnet wi~h little fa~or ª~. wt that he thought it would 
meeting he informed his ca me 'th'Mexico. He pro-

t t k strong measures W1 • • f . be necessary o a e d d an early dec1S1on roro 
. posed to instruct Slidell _t~ e~ and second, if he was 
Mexico, fust, as to rece1vmg u1l a the amounts due to 
received, the~ whethe~ the~ f;the; c1!1ay. If the Mexican 
American claimants wit~o\ th he was to be directed to go 
government refused to . o o ;al vessels off Vera Cruz and 
aboard one of the Am~ncan n;he President, in that event, 
await further instruct1ons. t Congress" asking for 
would send "a strong message o wn hands by aggressive 
authority "to t~ke redress i~o ~~; ~uthority to declare war. 
measures"; or, m other :º; st lk Buchanan objected. He 

To this echo . of A~oc a 1!ft ªMexico' ought to come b~ck 
thought that Shdell1 if he d alth ugh he undertook, w1th 
to the United States; an . st~uctions to Slidell embody­
rather an ill-~race,' to y repare lf atte~ rnade up his rnind that 
ing the Pres1dent s views, the \..~- lf Finally after two 

d af t thern rnwse . ' " . he would have to r . d . ded to do nothing, m 
days' reflection, the Pres1de~t ~ soon receive further in-
the expectation that S~~d ~u,~ a:~ for a month nothing was 
forrnation from Mr. 1 e ' 
done in thi~ direction.1 h Slidell's despatches frorn Jal~pa 

On the mnth of Marc count of the estabhsh· 
. d . hich he o-ave an ac h as 

were rece1ve , m w O ent but stated that . e w , 
rnent of the Paredes go:ernm ' demand to be received. 
still waiting before rnaking ~ ~:~e transmitted to him was 
"The character of a des~atc t· held on the tenth of 

d n" at a cabmet mee mg agree upo 

1 Ibid., 233-238. 6 d 17 1846; H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess,, 
z Slidell to Buchanan, Feb. an ' 

56, 61. 
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March,1 and he was directed not to leave Mexico until a 
new demand to be received as minister had been made and 
rejected1 in which event he might, in his discretion, either 
return to the United States or remain in Mexico to watch 
the progress of events? And thus Buchanan's dilatory 
policy prevailed. 

For weeks the same state of uncertainty and inaction 
continued. The news that the Mexican government had 
again refused to receive Slidell, and that he had determined 
to come home, reached Washington on the seventh of April, 
and the cabinet agreed that the President should send a 
message to Congress recommending war-like measures.3 

But a few days later1 after consulting sorne of the members 
of Congress, Polk "determined to make no communication 
to Congress on the subject until the facts should be certainly 
ascertained, that Mr. Slidell had received his passports and 
had left Mexico." When the cahinet met again it was 
unanimously agreed to delay still longer and to wait until 
Slidell had returned to the United States; and then, a little 
later1 it was agreed that it would be "prudent to wait 
the arrival of the next Steamer from England." 4 On the 
twenty-fifth of April, Congress having at last acted on the 
proposal to give notice to Great Britain in regard to Oregon, 
the members of the cabinet all concurred in the decision 
that a message in reference to Mexico should be sent in 
"next week." 5 Slidell returned to the United States, he 
carne to Washington, he saw the President1 and he urged 
that there was but one course to follow, "and that was to 
take the redress of the wrongs and injuries which we had so 
long borne from Mexico into our own hands, and to act with 
promptness and energy"; but ali the President told him in 
reply was that "it was only a matter of time" when a mes­
sage would be sent to Congress on the subject.6 

1 Polk's Diary, I, 282. 
2 Buchanan to Slidell, March 12, 1846; H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 64. 

On the day of the date of this instruction Slidell's new demand to be received 
w~ rejected by the Mexican government; ibid., 67. 

3 Polk's Diary, I, 319. 'Jbid., 327, 343. 5 Jbid., 354. 
e May 8, 1846; ibid., 382. 
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124: mentioned, but 
. h . tation was never t anxious 

The reason for this esi _,i'""';nictration were no d o 
h The ~ rillin to o s 

it is obvious e~:gMexico, though they w~:~ th~ Oregon 
to go to war Wl ecially since they con l afraid of Con­
if ne~essarya as ettled-but they were nsulted, nota-
quest10n as goo t Those whom Poli{ co and it is 

d the coun ry · d · us of peace, . 
gress an oun and Benton, wei:e es;r°Slidell's return neither 
bly Calh b hl that at the time o ted for a declara­
quite pro a e f Congress would have vo 
of the houses o . ver the foxican 
tion of warh. bm· et was thus puzzlinbg_ o finally disposed 

Wbile t e ca was emg . h 
. he uestion of Oregon n as it received t e 

situat10n tBri<lsh_ governme:1t, _as ~ the joint occupancy 
oí. _The tice of the ternunation ? 23 was swift to ~t, 
official ~\ the resolution of Apdrilb Lord Aberdeen him­
pursuan o hich were thus tate y 
for reasons w f Lords: 
self in the House o thi thePresident 

·d "was s- ed t' ations " he 5ª1 ' l of our repeat 
"The state of the negtho lSenat~ with a direct ~efu~ i That being 

. age to e . t arb1trabon. t 
had sent his mess ·t the whole question o d b done at that momen 
Proposals to subIIlld I felt that nothing co_ulb e uld have taken sorne 

Y Lor s, ta.tives s O th esult the case, m d House of Represen . ted therefore, e r 
till the Senate an f tbat Message. I w~ ' When I saw that 
steps in consequ~~oºn so made by the_ Presidr~dopted Resolutions 
of that commuruca use of Representativ~ _ha I did not delay a mo­
the Senate an~. Ho nd friendly d~1pti?n e which might have 
of such a <:°ncili~J~r~ ~deas of diplomatic eti~u= taken on the other 
ment, putting asi th t some other steps woul ed the draught of a 
led me to e.~t a . ting a moment, I prepar . hteenth of May to 
side; but, wi~out wa1sent by the packet of the e:, the United ta.tes' 
convention, which ;as roposed for the acceptance 
Mr Pakenham, to e p 

Go~ernment." ' ed was the line 
. h berdeen now pr~po then south 

The boundary wh1c the Gulf of Georgia, and to leave to 
of 49º north, as ~':l,,:" trait o! Juan de =do ~bis olution 
and west_t"h:º~tewholeof Vancouver's . . tnt,nsm.ittin& 
Great Bntam f Representat1ves 

1846 to the House o 
M ge oí Feb. 7, ' 

1 ~ ndence. 
diplomatic corres})O LXXXVIl, 1038, 

s Hl!,llSll,Id, 3 ser., 
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had been repeatedly talked over since it was first suggested 
by Everett to Aberdeen, more than two years before. 1 Both 
the President and the British rninister in Washington had 
discussed it with members of tbe ffilil.te, and foLane. had 
reported that he believed the British government would 
make the off er if there was a likelihood of it being accepted. 
Buchanan, in an official letter of February 26, 1 46, had re­
plied that, if made, the President would ubm.it the propo al 
to the enate, "thougb with reluctance "; but it was well 
understood that if subm.itted to that body it would be ap­
proved. "From all I can learn,' wrote Bucha.nan privately 
to IcLane, "there is not the least doubt that either of the 
two propo itions specified in my despatch would receíve 
the previous sanction of a constitutional majority." 2 

On June 6, 1 46, Pakenham presented the draft treaty 
which had been sent him from the Foreign Office, and four 
day later the President, after sorne singular objections from 
Buchanan, 3 sent the proposal to the enate, and requested 
their advice as to the action which it might be proper for 
him to take in reference to it. In doing so he stated in his 
message that he was following a precedent set by General 
Washington, which seemed eminently ,vise, "though rarely 
resorted to in later times. " The nate was a branch of 
the treaty-making power, and also a branch of the war­
making power, and it was thought that a decision on the 
propo als of the British government, without a definite 
knowledge of the views of the Senate, might render the 
question much more complicated and di.fficult of adjustment. 
hould the enate by a two-thirds vote advise the accept­

ance of the proposition, the President would conf orm his 
action to their advice; but should that body decline to give 
such advice, he should consider it bis duty to reject the 
offer. At the same time he added that his opinions on the 

1 Everett to U~ur, Feb. 22, 1844; Stale Dept. MSS. "I then repeated 
wha.t I had said on a former occasion, about the cession on our part oí the 
a>uthern end of Quadra and Vancouver' Island and I exp~ the hope that 
if an offer was made to that effect by the Government of the Uniled tates, 
that fr. Pakenham would be authorized to accept it." 

1 Buchanan to McLane, Feb. 26, 1846; Moore's Buchanán, VI, m, 385. 
1 Polk's Diary, I, 451-462. 
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Oregon question, as contained in his annual mes.53,ge of 
December 2, 1 4:5, remained unchanged. 

Two da.y later the enate by a vote of 37 to 12 advised 
the acceptance of the British offer, and on June 15, 1 46, 
the treaty was signed, and at once formallr ratified by the 

enate, and ratifications were exchanged at London a month 

later. The announcement of the result was the last act of Peel s 
ministry, and was received with a feeling of relief by all 
parties in England. "The settlement of the Oregon qu -
tion has giyen u the greatest tisfaction, wrote the Queen.1 

Palmerston, in the House of Common , and Lansdowne, in 
the House of Lor , representing the new ministry, exp 
their pleasure, and there w no d' nt.~ 

But in fact the result w a great personal triumph for 
Polk's skill in negotiation. He had accurately judged the 
temper of the British government and the temper of the 
American Congr . ga.inst the advice of his timid and 
irresolute ecretary of tate, he had insisted tbat the pro­
posals for settlement must come from the British govern­
ment. The British government had not dared to do le 
than meet the ub tance of the American demands, and the 
► na.te had not dared to take the re onsibility which the 
President put upon it of choosing between a compromise 
and war. The treaty not only settled the question of Ore­
gon, but it also finaily settled the question whether foreign 
nations would interfere between the nited tates and 
Mexico. The decision of the British government, said Peel, 
w not influenced at all by the dispute between tho e coun­
trie .3 But the signature of the Oregon treaty w notice 
that Great Britain was willing to give the United tates 
a free hand in llexico, including California; and if Great 

1 The Queen to ir R. Peel; Qut-en Vic.toria's I,elÚ'l'B, ll, 100. 
1 

Jiansard, 3 ser., I,XXXVII, 1057, 1.222. The favorable result wa.s att.rib-
uted by Lord Aberdcen very largely to the íriendly and conciliatory counie 
adopted by Mr. lcLane, the American minister in London. '' l aro weU a&­
sured," he remarked, "that there is no person in this House, or in this countr;, 
who more cord.ially participa.tes in th feeling of satis{action which it i fitted 
to produce than Ir. icLane.11-(Ibid.1 1039.) 

1 [bid., 1053, 
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ntam would not interf e . ~ 

country in Europe would ;e, turit was certain that no oth 
contest. en e to ta.ke part in th . er 

Th 
. e conunu 

e President had . º 
but the r ult h run enou risks for . boldn ad fully justified i.~- b 1 ª great 0bJect was all th ~ o dness And . , 
the Briti h ro e more conspicuous because . his 
actuall b p posa! was made, hostilif . 'even before Y egun. c1.es with Mexico had 


