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any modification of his plan, nor listen to any suggestion of
General Valencia’s acting as President ad interim. If the
garrison had been willing to support him, Valencia might
have resisted; but the garrison had already sent in its ad-
hesion to Paredes, who issued a sharp military order direct-
ing that he himself should be immediately recognized in the
city of Mexico as the sole commander and legitimate au-
thority, and that everything should be arranged for his re-
ception in the capital on the following day, at which time
he directed that a meeting be held to decide upon the defin-
itive programme of the revolution. ]

Valencia, seeing that the game was up, at once left the
Palace, went back to his own house, and sent Paredes an
assurance of his submission, adding that if his presence was |
an obstacle he would leave the republic for two years.
Paredes merely replied that he did not consider Valencia
or anybody else an obstacle. “I am resolved,” he said, “to =
make my ideas triumph or to perish in the attempt, and as
I am determined not to prosecute anybody on account of
their previous acts, so I will shoot anybody who starts out
to oppose me, whether he is an archbishop, a general, a
magistrate or anybody else”; and as everybody at that ™
time believed that Paredes was quite capable of doing ex-
actly what he said, he was at once hailed as President of the *
republic.!

The revolution had thus far followed the normal course -
of Mexican revolutions. The small proportion of the in-
habitants of Mexico who had any political influence at all,~
and especially the officers of the army, had become thor=:
oughly dissatisfied with the government; ‘whether rightly
or wrongly was a matter of no consequence. Inasmuch as
nobody in Mexico had ever had the slightest confidence in-
elections, which always resulted in the choice of the govern=
ment’s candidates, there was no hope of changing the gov=
ernment by anything short of a revolution. The men who
were in office naturally wished to hold on to them, and the
people of property were unwilling to take part in a revolu=
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again, and Paredes was sworn in, after which he “pronounced
a discourse suitable to the circumstances.” ! On January 7
he appointed his cabinet, Castillo y Lanzas being Secretary
of Foreign Relations, and General Almonte Secretary of
War. Tornel was made president of the council.

Castillo had been secretary of legation and chargé d’affaires
in Washington.

“He is,” wrote Slidell, “an intelligent and well educated gentleman,
and were he permitted to exercise any control, would, as I have reason
to know from free conversations with him at a time when he had no
idea of being appointed to his present place, be decidedly favorable
to an amicable adjustment of all questions pending between the two
Governments. But Almonte is the leader of the cabinet, believed,
and as I think with good reason, to entertain the most violent hos-
tility towards the United States, and I doubt whether Castillo has
sufficient energy to take any very decided stand in support of his
opinions.” ?

Slidell’s departure from the city of Mexico had all this
time been delayed, ostensibly by his inability to procure an
escort, the roads being notoriously unsafe, but in reality, as
he wrote in the letter just quoted, because the Mexican gov-
ernment was waiting for President Polk’s annual message,
to see what the chances of a war over Oregon might be.
The tone of that message, when it was received, of course
encouraged Mexican hopes of war between the United States

and Great Britain; and, as Slidell wrote a few days later, =

there was little prospect of a change of attitude on the part
of Mexico so long as these hopes continued. But he still
had some expectation that the financial embarrassments of
Mexico might lead to their consenting to a negotiation.?

Slidell reached the pleasant town of Jalapa on the twen- =

tieth of January, and there awaited the instructions from

Washington for which he had applied. It was not until =
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late in the month of February that he received advices from
the State Department. His conduct was in all respects ap-
proved, and h(? was directed to renew his application to be
receiv.ed. as minister plenipotentiary. As to confining the
negotiations to the adjustment of “the imaginary rights of
Mexico over Texas,” that, he was instructed, could not be
tolerated. The two subjects of claims and boundary “must
proceed hand in hand; they can never be separated.”
S!xould the Mexican government finally refuse to receive
hm.1, he was to demand his passports and return to the
United States. “It will then,” said Buchanan “become
the duty of the President to submit the whole caise to Con-
gress, ar}d gall upon the nation to assert its just rights, and
avenge 1ts injured honor.” ! : )

In gcgordance with these instructions, Slidell wrote to
tpe Mm1sﬁer of Foreign Relations on March 1, 1846, refer-
ring to his correspondence with Pefig y Pefia, and étating
tha.t his course had been approved by the President of the
United States, who (in view of the change in the govern-
ment of Mexico) had directed that one more effort should
be made to preserve peace. He therefore again submitted
the question of his being received as envoy extraordinary
and ml‘nister plenipotentiary.?

Cast.lllo replied in a long letter, declining to receive Slidell
On various grounds. In the first place, the display of force
by.land and sea which the United States was making would
of itself be a sufficient reason. 1In the next place, the course
which the United States had steadily pursued in respect to
the annexation of Texas, a part of the territory of Mexico
which had been hers for so long without any interruptim;
whatever, regardless of “the most unquestionable owner-
ship and t'he most uninterrupted possession,” would not
allow Mexico to consent to such ignominy as to discuss a
settlement. And finally, the reasons given to Slidell in
December for refusing to receive him were repeated. The
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decision of t
clared to be ¢ jmmutable.” *
The action of the two successive Mexican administrations

in refusing to receive an American minister ended all further
discussion. Their decision had plainly been dictated by
the exigencies of domestic politics. The opinions of the |
governing class had been t00 clearly declared to make it
possible for any government t0 enter at that time upon
negotiations with the United States; and although the men =
who were actually intrusted with the responsibility of
carrying on the affairs of the republic must have had some
perception of the inevitable result of a con
not have remained 0 office for a singl
openly defied the public clamor for war.

There was obviously nothing for Slidell to do but to re-

turn home, and he therefore wrote t0 Castillo demanding
his passports and
States had pursue

rts, and saying that =

by return of post, enclosing the passpo
he thought it needless to Jiscuss anew Slidell’s arguments,

as they had already been « yictoriously refuted.” ? At the

game time the whole correspondence Was published in the

Diario del Gobierno. At the earliest practicable day Slidell -

qailed from Vera Cruz, and on reaching the United States

set out for Washington to explain to the
of his mission and to offer his opinions 88
which the American government should pursue.
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CHAPTER XXXI
MEXICO SEEKS FOREIGN AID
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