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rfu. When we are about it, let us ob-

less at Malta and Co
:;lilzr:)’o:sne:iin, while we can, of the Key of the North-West coast of

America.” !

But though British admirals, British consuls, and Huds(,é)ar}1 i
Bay employees urged their government to take over I
fornia, the dread of a war with the United State(si, coupbl
with 1,1ncertainty as to the action of France, an posf&th);
some chivalrous unwillingness to take advantage oP e
pitiable weakness of Mexico, were enough to induce eend
cabinet to remain passive. They watched events 2

made no sign.

] o to Lord Ellen-
83. The author attributes this letter
: GOl‘dOH;Bh:nm z’idmiralty’ '—an obvious blunfier: Lord Ellenboroug:l.
:P: ‘111%1:;’ “gt the Admiralty” when the letter was written, but was govern

general of India.

CHAPTER XXX

SLIDELL’S MISSION

THE anomalous conditions in California and the dangers
arising out of the annexation of Texas to the United States
gave less concern to General Herrera’s unhappy administra-
tion than the state of affairs at home. He and his ministers
had many and difficult problems to meet, but the most
difficult was that of bare existence; for the situation had
been immensely complicated by their decision to treat with
Texas upon the basis of its recognized independence, a de-
cision which had been approved by a reluctant Congress
in the face of the furious opposition of a large portion of the
press.

The aspect of domestic affairs was indeed calculated to
dismay the stoutest heart. The government of Herrera had
no following throughout the country. He was himself more
or less the accident of an hour, and was quite devoid of the
personal strength and qualities of leadership which had en-
abled Santa Anna to retain for so long a time his hold on
the governing classes in Mexico. Every important man
in the country was almost openly plotting to obtain power,
but as yet there seemed to be no man with sufficient courage
and prestige to establish a government. The condition of
the Treasury went continually from bad to worse. The
ordinary receipts were far from sufficient to meet the or-
dinary expenditures in times of peace, even though not a
dollar of interest was paid on the foreign debt and the pay-
ment of the instalments due by treaty to the United States
had been suspended.! 'The army had become more and more

! Memoria que sobre el estado de la hacienda . . . presents d las cdmaras el
minisiro del ramo en julio de 1845. The Minister of the Treasury at this time
was Luis de la Rosa.
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{8 unmanageable every day, partly because the money to pay, field, pursuant to the 5 T g
i feed, clothe, and arm it could not be had, and partly be- both for the preservatiol;fh(:}rﬁﬁbcﬁ): fer;ed by existing laws,
i cause the revolutions of the past four years, which had begun of our institutions, and i case of nec oreer, and the support

! by making Santa Anna a dictator and had ended by over- and under the authority of the Jaw eSfSl]t)y M ar e

| throwing him, had emphasized the ability of the army to may raise bodies to be known as Defengers o2 15 it
I make and unmake the government of Mexico. Both of Gﬂzs thé Laws,” 1 Jenders of Independence
i those revolutions had been commenced by the active and ongress had pro

; f' ambitious Paredes, who had failed to receive any reward sons of Mexico in thlé ﬁ;}ge(:h?solgf %ey for Supporting the
i f which he considered adequate for his deserts, and who was | the regular session, on Ma))’ 31, and passed at the close of
iy now constantly engaged in schemes for putting himself in dent four days later) could serve no alzfl)]roved by the Presi-
| Herrera’s place. arouse the patriotism of the nation ft b it v
i j (Rl The regulation of the army and the establishment of the the government, which jssyed regul ‘t' i 'regarded by
[ IFF A blic credit on a sound basis, which would necessaril teers, who were t e gulations for enlisting volun-
I | public 8 ) _ | 0 Teceive no pay, and muyst
| B have involved a revision of the tariff and a radical reduction ment employees, or day-laborers, s not be govern-
| AR of expenses, were imperative; but they were tasks which a ecclesiastical privileges, The vol’unlt.em the enjoyment, of
il merely provisional administration such as that of Herrera their own uniforms, and were to b €IS were to pay for
‘ f‘} dill could hardly be expected to carry through. Congress dur- ments, who might, however if thz al}'llned by the depart.-
f, 1l ing its regular session had, however, taken some steps to ammunition for the plu'pose’ appl { tzd 10 Weapons or
h L il improve the financial situation. By a law of March 1, 1845, ment for assistance ip this rf:gard 2y 0 the federal govern.

i a part of the customs receipts was set aside toward paying It was only tog apparent that' th

P : debts accrued prior to December 2, 1844;' the property be- 7 ffOH{ sufficient to remedy the evils Ofe:g Hll)ea.sures Were far
i longing to the church, or which was intended for the support P resident Herrers might have hesit ted o pOhmc. but

| 13‘)’{ of charitable and educational institutions, was to be re- special session of Congress if he hada o ok clling
i ,'g stored;* and the government was authorized to settle defini- = middle of June, of President Jones’s ronl0 : Iea:rned, vy the
il tively the foreign debt. But as it was forbidden to fund 3ng & convention of the people of ]Pexc a?latmn’ PAEROn-

’> overdue interest, or to dispose of any property of the republic uly. It had been own in Mexico fas o the Louth of
et i in payment of the public debt, the measure hardly seemed that the Texan Congress was ¢ . “OF some d%}’s before
i likely to prove fruitful | sixteenth of June, ang it wag poy frrr. F oA 55500 on the

e Measures were also taken to increase the military force = both the Congress and the convenfiamd ;hat the action of

. L by raising volunteers. “The Mexican nation,” ran the = n fa‘{Ol‘. of annexation to the Um'tedogto Texas might be
LR statute, “summons all her sons to the defence of national |  M€8otiation with Mexico s ates, rather than of

W Rl independence, threatened by the usurpation of the territory € proclamation jggye . :

- "?! of Texas which it is attempted to accomplish by a decree 31‘91'9 ore, summoned Congr(issbg:) rtr?:etMecha‘n President,
& Tl of annexation, passed by the Congress and approved by the uly, and specifieq g the subjects to b on the first day of
- r R President of the United States of the North. The govern- - Constitutiona] reforms, Ascarody-
= | ‘!‘ ment shall, therefore, put the whole force of the army in the ~ B e ¢ 1 o

1 ARl : » g L i ] ibid., 19. * Regulations of Jun b

j | il : ff‘?'ﬁ? Xplr‘n"’z”i"is‘isfm, 16. i e Stte Depe, g5, © DUchanan, May 22, 1845; same to sa‘inif, leui% ltgdfiéfslf
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9. Revision of the acts of the provisional government.

5 Matters pending for the final action of Congress, and
especially those relative to the United States and the depart-
ment of Texas.

Congress meb accordingly;
Minister of Foreign Relations,
the failure of Elliot’s plan for & settlement by negotiation
of the Texas question. He also laid before Congress the
information received through Arrangoiz, the active and in-
telligent Mexican consul ab New Orleans, that the Texan
Congress had approved the proposal of annexation to the
United States, that the Texan convention which was to
meet on the fourth of July would unquestionably ratify the
action of Congress, and that the American troops which
had been stationed ab Fort Jesup would embark ab New
Orleans for Galveston, and would advance 83 far as the Rio

Grande.?

and on July 16 Cuevas, the
reported to the chambers

The information of the consul as 0 the future movement
of the troops Was correct in the main; for the occupation
of Texas by the United States forces had been carefully ar-
ranged beforehand, S0 that there might be no delay the
moment the Texan convention ghould adopt an ordinance
in favor of accepting the proposals for annexation. Presi-
dent Tyler had given orders, year before, for
the concentration of troop '

In the
official returns of November, 184

Zachary Taylor,

near Natchitoches,

dred men under his

River, under General Arbuckle,

four more Were encamped.

the whole winter; but in the spring

American chargé in Texas, wWas, 10 €

range for their future movements.
Donelson had been instructed by the State Depa.rtment

that the American army could nov be employed to resist &

1 Proclamation of June 16, 1845;
2 México @ través de los Siglos, 1V+

Dublan y Lozano, v, 22.

|
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Mexican invasion until
Mol : after Texas had ace
o i 'La : I;ce Sr;sol;xtxon propo§ing annexati:rll)?}e(li)uihlel ?
. Unj)gcdosurge the importance of séndin s
L e te::{es, .he asked, stand still ang i
o Americany Mexico before the conventio i
e proposals? He believed that thn COUlfi
ke Texgatlon of Captain Elliot, were takixia o
o E?.ﬁl.s from the Rio Grande;! altho %Steps
i ,lan 1(;1:, who h.ad not yet ql’lite desug', 3 of
o pf . t(})1 a.snexz.xtlon, was doing his besltzaizlre]:{i i
i every, s e freakmg out of hostilities woul:i) heep
- e of an agreement between Texas :Zg
In answer to Donelson’s ur
: ent r
:Iﬁzt ’[l‘i ::srfé ;vnc;}rre a t.manimofs or lfgalﬁ)srtlslr?alrllcilxllfgl gty
e :188 in favor of annexation, it woﬁlsdvgte .
= ool “; : e\.'lde’x’lce that the people of Texas a1
P e ulx}lo'n of the two republics, and wl‘:re
g N;: '.mte(il States would then féel hingsat
i exican invasion. There were, h v
perself, u;l til agerre:is]c;ns why .it was preferable ,fox(') V:'l?;f :
mt(;;udfﬁs A tcg:z;esntwn had acted, to drive tﬁ:
n the s '
e wer:xrslsncza?r that Buchanan wrote thus to Donel
- el direct{'om t.he War Department to Ta I;e -
command t’o the Slgg h1m ® .march the troops un):ior, %t
! Gmnda 1‘1‘1e River in preparation for an a,der ‘o
o cro; ththe Western frontier of Texas”v'all)lce
Qg o com ¢ e Tega.n border of the United S’t e
e ormation that the Texan co i
e proposal for annexation.! Capt in Stock:
mmanded the unlucky Princetpima)mwStOCk-
as or-

1 Buchanan to Do
1845 nelson, M :
sfsElﬂiiil:'mD;gﬁ 1, 29 Cong,, 1 {;6331 10842('5 Donelson to Buchanan, June 4
}he st'n)ngest te;:;J::e 13,'1845; Jones’;, 47.1_ U e ol !
::t this Congress ar’Jd gffs‘“‘g, complete abstinence fromWTltten to Mexico in
ter leave the initiati nvention say what they m onward movement
B i D iative in hostile proceedings to th!i.)h fI'he Mexicans ha(i

* Bancroft to Tay‘}g‘;ls;:é J?E%‘ss’ 1845; Sen. DocelU;gego States.”
Juse 15, 1845; . R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong, 1 1 sess., 42.

3 f] ng., 1 8%5,, 81-
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dered to repair with that ship and a small squadron under
his command to the mouth of the Sabine, for the purpose
of transporting the American troops to whatever positions
Donelson and the Texan authorities should deem most
expedient.’

It was, however, evidently impracticable for Taylor to
embark his forces at the mouth of the Sabine on Stockton’s
ships, and he therefore made his arrangements, late in June,
to move his infantry regiments by way of the Red River to
New Orleans, and to embark there, together with his artil-
lery, for such point on the coast of Texas as Donelson might
indicate. The cavalry he proposed to send overland.?

Donelson, in consultation with the Texan authorities,
had no difficulty in reaching the conclusion that the most
suitable point for T aylor’s infantry to occupy would be Cor-
pus Christi, “the most Western point now occupied by
Texas.” The cavalry, he thought, should proceed to San
Antonio and occupy that point, and possibly 1t would be

advantageous to ostablish a third post between Corpus

Christi and San Antonio.*
By the end of July, 1845, Taylor’s infantry and artillery

were therefore encamped at Corpus Christi, on a bluff over-
looking the bay of the same name, into which enters the
Nueces River; and from that time forward the United States
occupied in force this post lying between the Nueces and the
Rio Grande. The cavalry soon afterward completed its
joined the rest of the army, and before the

1 §tockton had been for some time cruising with three or four ships off the
a peaceful spectator of

coast of Texas. He was not at all satisfied to remain
events. When off Galveston in the month of May, 1845, he seems to have
de the Texans to collect a force and seize Matamoros; and he

done to support the movement with his ships. Jones says

that what Stockton wanted was “to manufacture & war,” and that these were
his secret, instructions from the United States government.—(.]ones, 48-52.)
The notion that the American government was then trying to “ manufacture
a war” is absurd. What they wanted was to buy off Mexico. Donelson, in
the month of June, thought it necessary to warn Stockton against any prema
ture action by his squadron.—(Donclson to Stockton, June 22, 1845; Sen. Do

1, 29 Cong,, 1 sess., 86.)
2 Taylor to the Adjutant-General, June 18 and 30, and July 8, 1845; H. R

Doe. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 800-803.
s Donelson to Taylor, June 28, 1845; ibid., 804.

Jong march, and

201
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summer was over, additional troops having been sent t
mfc?rce Taylor, more than half the regular army of0 trhe-
Un%ted States was in Texas. This force consiste)d of ohe
xf-ie‘ilmen.t of tdra,}(;o'ons, sixteen companies of artillery ang
f reguzlen S0 u_lfantry; numbering in all, accordi,ng to
e annu .return in November, three thousand fi
drerh and ninety-three men.! gy
The information that the America :
point of embarking in July, 1845, fof iﬁet;(zl?'gzs;vilfe Otn ;l}lle
oceupying Texas, seems to have come as a sort of ZC o
t(,io ':he. I\'I'e.:xlcan ministers. However, it was quitl:arpg'sie
as: b ;nmwe-wt 'of their l'epeated declarations that the mere
. war—t;]e;catf;'vgg:llg épso falcto amount to a declaration
‘ 3 0 no less or S i
%ha.n‘propose yigorous action to C ongrlestgfe I’)Ifﬁzeﬁ}jﬁgctas TOH
oreign Relations, therefore, on July 21, 1845 'S yhel
following resolution: } g e

“As soon as the government a i

n s th scertains that the de

t l;x?:til;s l:t:l:(teefi 1vts§lf tf’ t%le American Union, or that tﬁ:r:l:)f):g g;
R e %Itl; f ‘ed lt., it shall d.eclare that the nation is at war
o ;,f e?. of x\ort.h Am?nca. This war shall be conducted
55 andentp(l)imits in ing tl']e integrity of the Mexican territory within
gl 1828ret((:)og1r181§§d— byd t}fle United States in the treaties
threatened independence of then:]]atio(i:.”t?e P

th((a):dtslgtisjjnefda%' t},le Secre.ta.ry of the Treasury proposed
by eitheroda aw_authonmpg the government to make
should’fumi % 1;)m%stlc or foreign, for such an amount as
. Tos L& lelsre r:ﬁzu;gﬁi a:tu?ltiqmlof fifteen million
terest thereon, the government rslva;) to‘ }lls (:m i.md p
ln%rllée af)lftltlhe.nation not hypothecated fgxl') atlg(?(::}?e? 1:letbh’ce
B ority to :nake I;he loan was granted by a lavs}

eptember 15, 1845 but the proposed resolution

! Ret
urn of the Army of Occupation in Tezas; Sen. Doe. 1, 29 Cong., 1
w0 ., 1 sess,

ézico d través de los Siglos, IV, 543. ? Dublan y Lozano, V, 36
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as not, passed, either be-

dered that war had already been declared,

a's government till entertained hopes of
adjusting the difficulty by negotiation, & result which Cuevas
at least was sincerely anxious t0 accomplish.

In spite of the warlike talk of the mini

of the government, so far as it was then known,
bitter opposition. Tt was accused of having put the Texan
dicament; it had al-

question into the worst possible pre
said, to be deceived by the Texan rebels;

Jowed itself, it was

and it had consented 0 discuss proposals of settlement,
thus wasting precious time which should have been improve
in carrying on a war without quarter. 10 ol this the friends
of the government replied that any arrangement which di
not call in question the good name O

preferable o the hazards of & War. No war €0
be expensive though 1 t. There were risks in all

t were Jus
wars; the caprices of fortune must be allowed for; and,
moreover, even if the administration had peremptorily de-
clined the preliminaries which the Texans PT ted, the

to hasten annexation,
rs were now endeavor-
This sort of

guthorizing 2 declaration of war W

cause it was consl
or because Herrer

7, the conduct
was met by

vils, which the ministe

of the country, t0 prevent.!
nvinced nobody; but the undenia-

administration had been willing
dence of Texas, & thing odious

of the governing class and probably o & majority

to bargain for
to many

of them.
f Herrera seemed 0

gh the hour for the fall o
d. There were

But thou
still the man had not appeare
:dency—THerrera him-

have come,

nearly a dozen candidates for the Prest
gelf; Cuevas, his Foreign Secretary; Goémez
jcal as ever; Pedraz i
and Generals Bravo,
gtronger than any of them,

men at his back, Was Paredes,
departments, therefore, under the orders 0

1 Mégico @ través de los Siglos, 1V, 543.

f the republic Was =
uld fail to =

‘A

with its

Farias, as raé
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ernment, obediently voted
it ed for General He
maj); 2 ;rginifc:ii I:‘remdent of the repu%ﬁza}OWhﬁ i
i fom; “ a’s term, 7. e., until Februaryrltlgfire;
S e oo fannouncement of his election ,a d :
i lrl(l)m the several departments’ shn d
 prpeked es t, the }’resident received the (')wed
r o appointedm ers of his cabinet; and on Aures}gna-
g a set o,f’ new ministers who were %}TSt il
e ;ocxatlc ; than their predecesso "
e :flb}?i hRelatloI}s was Manuel de la,rsl.’ "The
. o gh standing, for many years a mena 4
e sourt, who 1_1a_d been Minister of Jem]?er
r;garded oy mOd:rc;tr;dmﬁmmf}tration in 1837. H:s 3:
e : man, rather inclined
o informgf vxgltl) l?e Ggulded in his foreign polig: Eugggl? e
o e a[;lica b}l eneral Pedraza, who is iiecidedlam%Il
lThe ke G;I z;;rr?;ge;ment with the United Statg,s ’I ’r;
new cabi ik :
;ig;lizzr: ;fffgfﬁ of being but hflis;?:rtr)nhilxxlerzhzig b
ik pmt: zelcovery of Texas. They thirefof*g F ?—
e st loudly their patriotic intentions; i
B p gzr, after a silence of some weeks W
e I,l Ogu : enly declared that the Americ e
e Meﬁcansww e made to understand that acci‘slz gOV(i
e iere to freedom and indepeildence 03]16
e Ui 5 tga Ze the unparalleled offence comx;l't ol
opPortunity E mﬂlgi’ :w?d would avail themselves of elvzed
ﬁdéouineighbors,s xemplary punishment on their perr):
uch v i
7 nﬁzlt}iro Iin‘;agmﬁce:nt threats evidently committ
s oo otnothmg, and were not very convi l 'ed
A é)n ents. The. press, or a noisy sectio ncfH'lg
e ey At i i
0 1 : .
all the difficulties that were E:i:izgii:; tt)&ngo;gzi Caus;ﬂ
ng o

1
’Laws ofP zS:’}.):t.tM, §3845; Dublan y Lozano, V, 35
L. 5. to Buchanan, A 5; State
SW : i 1845;u'g" 23, 1845; State Dept. MSS.
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the Texan campaign.! The latter accusation was in real-
ity very unjust, for the administration was helpless. The
rankenstein monster of whom every

army, as always, was a F
successive ministry stood in dread, and it became more

formidable than ever when an attempt was made to con-
 centrate the reluctant troops in preparation for an advance

on the Texan border. The War Department had been
nta Anna’s overthrow to get

doing its best ever since Sa
together an adequate army; but the mutinous temper of

the leading officers tended to make the efforts of the central
authorities fruitless.

General Arista, who commanded on the Rio Grande,
probably had less than three thousand men under him in
the late summer and autumn of 1845; but a much larger
force, perhaps eight or ten thousand men, who were intended
for Texas, were in or within easy reach of San Luis Potosi.
As they had neither shoes nor clothing nor transport, it
was difficult to move them through a barren country. The
commander at San Luis was General Paredes, who for some

time before the formation of the new government had ex-

pressed himself publicly and privately as hostile to the

existing government, and was little disposed to move.
Orders were sent him to forward troops to reinforce Arista,
which he said he would obey when supplied with money and
clothing. Repeated orders were then sent to him to come
to the capital, but these were calmly ignored. It was
rumored in the city
manding another division, had been ordered to march against
Paredes; and then it was announced that Filisola had been
relieved from his command and ordered to turn it over 0
Paredes, who was thus at the head of both divisions. That
the government had decided to
him control of much the largest military force in Mexico
was apparent; but the reasons for this surrender remained
a mystery. |

While the Mexican government was thus doing its best

to carry on, in some more or Jess disjointed fashion, the busi-

- 1 México d través de los Siglos, 1V, 544.

of Mexico that General Filisola, com- |

humor Paredes by giving
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ness of the country, and especi
. pecially was endeavori
zﬁadg its troops to march upon Texas, the govellzlgnfgn}’serl-“
y e nl%%?l] E}tates was still trying to restore diplomatic relz~
: ons. lam S Parrqtt, the secret agent of the Washin
t]c:}ln Ig)ove.mment in Mexico,' wrote on August 16, 1845 thg;;
13he Ure-stldent had been heard to say that, if a 1(1r1i,niste1:fr0‘rJL
: ee11 dr;leedl Sttat;s should arrive, he would be well receiw;(]i:l
s later Parrott wrote that the war '
talk had
ide Itl;hat ?e had good.reason to believe that the arricjiszcil’
On VXY rom the United States would be hailed with joy.2
- W:Sgliit 29 he wrote again that the Mexican gm;]el?;-
e e mere creature of circumstances and without
kn%rwéggepr}n%ple for its guide; but that, judging from his
of the men in power, and from th
freely ?xpressed fec?ling of the moment, he haci3 fg I:E‘sétaﬂd
:szxlrggmg),r’n t’}ll‘i United States would be greeted with “heari;
- e government, he was satisfied, w.
zt;roPI;iZI:;ugh to tal;e a decided stand; the insuliorvt;ialfatlifrf
was much more serious than had be
- en su
igfullnle }}Da;i 1n1:e1_rcepted money and clothing sent by tigosssi
i ind (;r Arls:a on .the frontier; and a civil, not a for%i n
fron; Baiacke%?lg.AmTh}s news was confirmed by despatchges
ack, erican consul in the ci i
fror;r}l1 Dﬁond, the consul at Vera Crui ki
e information that Mexico was ;vi]l'
) ing to negoti
came as a perfect godsend to Polk’s administfat-ion.1eg§t$;i

1 Parrott was a dentist who h i
. entis ) ad gone to Mexico (like m: i
Amerigc;lms]eizli ;%rpf-‘actase his profession. He after(ward, :g&&g};erstof thhls
o expéns?:ylgagefcil in mercantile business, living in a style gtheom i
e e, aln' woun.d up, as such persons always do, a bal?l?
Rl bge c énm against tlhe Mexican government, w,hich th-
i ';ha{; igr- e, and no doubt is just to some extent, but f cannot’f 4
e A Sofﬁaggerated to a disgusting degree, To assert suci? 5
e m‘la\I and my government to ridicule if nothing wors >
L et S "i;lr, wa. 30, 1842; State Dept. MSS.) Reeves, in gi
i appomtmen;u efrE') yler and Polk, 270, says that Polk af the ‘E-ime ?
e pl):fo ably knew nothing of this claim; but he gives 2
b I. arrott, for a secret agent, was a well-qualified per it
s e eé a.o sét, !tmew. the !a,nguage.and the people, and was g niggf,;
ﬂligible iy pondent. He had one serious defect. He wrote an almost

W. 8. Parrott to Buch ;

i 231:3;&,4 fgjjgfbi?, 1845; Aug. 26, 184:5; State Dept. MSS.




