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dent. It was known that a majority were in favor of Gen­
eral Herrera. 

At length, on the third of May, a quorum was assembled 
at Querétaro for the transaction of business; but the Ameri­
can commissioners, Cliff ord and Sevier, still remained in the 
city of Mexico. They had written officially announcing 
their arrival and expressing their desire to go to Querétaro 
to present their credentials, but their going had been delayed 
by an unwillingness on the part of the Mexicans to permit 
an American military escort; and finally the commissioners 
were unofficially inf ormed through General Mora that it 
would be better they should not go to Querétaro until the 
time carne for exchanging ratifications.1 

At the opening of the Mexican Congress, the President's 
message dealt chiefly with the question of the ratification of 
the treaty. He expressed himself as convinced that the 
cession of territo:ry was less than might have been expected, 
and he quoted President Pollr's message of December 6, 
1847, as showing that any treaty with the United States was 
utterly out of the question if it did not provide for the ces­
sion of the territories of California and New Mexico. In 
other respects he believed that the treaty was highly satis­
f actory and would be so regarded when submitted to the 
judgment of the national representatives of public opinion 
and to the verdict of foreign nations. 

"The armistice which followed the negotiation of the treaty, and 
the immediate re-establishment of constitutional order in aU its 
branches; the ample guarantees secured to Mexican citizens who, 
either holding that character or that of American citizens, should 
reside in the territories ceded; the suppression of the Indian tribes 
which should make incursions upon our frontier; the indemnity of 
fif teen millions of dollars, and the payment to be made by the govern­
ment of the United States for claims liquidated and pending against 
the republic; the solemn promise to assuage, if at any time there shall 
be occasion, the calamities of war, as well as to respect the well known 
rigbts of humanity and of society¡ and finaUy, the closing stipulation 

1 

See correspondence on this point in H. R. Doc. 50, 30 Cong., 2 sess., 57-61. 
'Ibe Mexican government was evidently anxious to avoid any appearance of 
&cting under the direct influence of the American repreuntatives. 
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that the dividing line established by the fif th article shall never be 
changed except by the full consent of both republics, expressed through 
their general govemments in conformity with their respective consti­
tutions; these considerations give to the negotiation all the dignity 
as well as all the security that could be demanded in this clM'I of 

transactions." 

On the other hand, the President expres.5ed his regret that 
modifications should have been proposed by the Senate of 
the United States; but he considered that these amendments 
were not of such importance as to call for a rejection of the 
treaty, as he was satisfied that no negotiation could be con­
cluded upon a basis more favorable to the republic of Mexico. 

"1t is no vain fear," he continued, "much les.5 an unfavorable 
estímate of the moral and physical strength of the Mexican people, 
which compels me to decide in favor of peace. Nothing could be more 
unfounded. 1 have lived long enough to witness the heroic efforts 
which the nation made to sustain an unequal contest of eleven years, 
and at last achieve its independence. In the same civil war, 1 was 
able to observe the resources and elements of that people which acts 
with valor and energy. In the foreign war we have just witnessed, 
though in but f ew engagements, witness the courage and firmness of 
our soldiers, when commanded by chiefs of honor, and in whom they 
had confidence; and we have ali remarked that the war would have had 
altogether a difierent result had the army and the national guards 
been properly organized. 1 have never believed, neither do I now be­
lieve, that the republic is absolutely incapable of continuing the war, 
and affording an example which might be transmitted with glory to 
posterity. But with the same frankness and good faith, I must say 
that I am convinced tha.t the condition in which we are, with all its 
attendant circumstances, imperiously calls for peace." 

1 

A few days later the treaty and the papers accompanying 
it were submitted to Congress accompanied by detailed ver­
bal explanations from General Anaya, then Minister of 
War, in regard to the condition of thearmy and theimpos&­
bility of eff ectually continuing hostilities if the treaty were 
rejected. He was followed by Rosa, the Minister of Rela­
tions, who was a1so in charge of the Treasury, and who dis-

1 M~ o/ the Provi.&ional Pruident of the Republic, D. Manuel de la ptl,s 
11 Peña, &c. (transla.tion)¡ ibid., 62--72. The translation is evidently vfl1 

awkward, but doubtlees literallY accurate. 
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same Government would proceed to rati(y the treaty o( Guadalupe, 
as modified by the Senate and Government of the U. States."1 

At last, on May 30, 1848, the ratifications were duly ex­
changed, and the American commissioners returned to the 
city of Mexico for the purpose of paying over. the three 
million dollars according to the stipulations of the treaty 
and to arrange with General Butler for the retirement of 
the American troops. 2 

On the same day that the ratifications were exchanged, the 
Mexican Congress declared that General Herrera had been 
duly elected President of the Mexican republic ;3 on the next 
day the election of Señor Peña y Peña as president of the 
Supreme Court of Justice was likewise proclaimed; and on 
the third of June Herrera was inaugurated, after having 
twice expressed an unwillingness to assume the duties of the 
Presidency.

4 
A few days afterward the business of Congress 

was completed, and it adjourned to meet again in the city of 
Mexico in the following July.5 Herrera meanwhile had ap­
pointed a new set of ministers, and he and they took up 
their residence on the eighth of June in the village of Mix­
coac, close to the capital, where they remained awaiting the 
evacuation of the city by the American troops.6 

The arrangements for the withdrawal of Butler's army 
had been for sorne time in progress in anticipation of the 
ratification of the treaty, and the march to the sea was 
soon begun. By the rnorning of June 12 Worth's division, 
which was the last to leave, was drawn up in front of the 
palace; the American flag, saluted by both American and 
Mexican batteries, was hauled down; the Mexican tricolor 
was hoisted with similar salutes; and by nin e o' clock in the 

1 

TreaJies and ConventioTl8 Concluded between the United Sta.tes o/ America and 
Othcr Prnoers (Edition, 1910); Dublan y Lozano, V, 379-380. The effect of 
!bis protoco) was the subject of subsequent diplomatic correspondence which 
extended over a considerable time. 

2 

Sevier and Cli.fford to Buchanan, May 30, 1848; H. R. Doc. 50, 30 Cong., 2 sess., 75. 
3 
Dublan y Lozano, V, 380. 'l&id., 381. 

'Law of June 61 1848; ibid., 381. 
' M éxic-0 á través de ws Sigws, IV, 711. 
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morning the capital was evacuated without popular disturb­
ance-the necessary police arrangements having been care­
fully made by the Americans in consultation with the Mexi­
can authorities. On July 30 the city of Vera Cruz and the 
castle of San Juan de Ulúa were delivered over to the Mexi­
cans, and at almost the same time Tampico was likewise 
evacuated. 

But though the capital remained quiet distmbances oc-
curred elsewhere. Before the American troops were out of 
the country a Royalist pronunciamiento was issued by the 
priest Padre Jarauta-who had been the most effi.cient 
leader of the guerilleros in the states of V era Cruz and 
Puebla-in which the chief ground put forward for destroy­
ing the government was that it had "betrayed the nation." 
The movement was really under the leadership of ex-Presi­
dent Paredes. It met with sorne success at first in the 
states of Jalisco and Guanajuato, but the government acted 
with unusual promptitude; Jarauta was taken and shot on 
July 18, near the city of Guanajuato; Paredes escaped and 
fled the country, probably with the connivance of the 
government: and for some months longer Mexico was at 

peace. 
The subsequent liberation of the territory and the ap-

pointment of Cliff ord as minister plenipotentiary and envoy 
extraordinary, marked the final and complete resumption of 
friendly relations between the United States and Mexico­
relations which have now continued unbroken for close upon 
two-thirds of a century. 

It has not been the purpose of this work to pass moral 
judgments upon the conduct of those whose actions ha.ve 
been described, but rather to endeavor to state the relevant 
facts and allow these to speak for themselves. But so 
much has been written in regard to the conduct of the United 
States toward Mexico, that it appears desirable to call at­
tention once more to two assertions which have been per-
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California. Andrew Jackson as President, and Van Buren 
and Webster as Secretaries of State, had made eff orts to 
obtain the cession of at least a part of California, and expan­
sion on the Pacific coast was foremost in the minds of Presi­
dent Polk and 'his associates in their whole conduct of the 
war. Polk, however, asserted, and no doubt believed, that 
slavery would never exist in New Mexico or California, and in 
this opinion Calhoun expressed his concurrence. 

Whatever may be thought of the abstract morality of a 
war begun for the purpose of acquiring territory, it is certain 
that the practice of civilized nations prior to the middle of 
the nineteenth century was not opposed to it; and there were 
many circumstances which rendered the conquest of Cali­
fornia relatively justifiable. Its owners and inhabitants 
had utterly f ailed to develop the natural resources of the 
country, and every justification which could attend the set­
tlement by European nations of countries inhabited by un­
civilized races, or which could be off ered to excuse the ex­
pansion of the United States over Indian territory, would in 
principle apply to the conquest of California by the United 
States. 

More than that, the conduct of the United States in re-
gard to California was supported by an exact precedent. 
The acquisition of the Floridas from Spain had been sought 
for upon grounds precisely similar, namely, the indebted­
ness of Spain to the United States for outrages committed 
u pon American citizens, her inability to pay money, the 
"derelict" condition of the country in question, and the 
urgent desire of the United States for expansion. The only 
material diff erence between the two cases was that the 
Floridas were necessarily slave territory, while there was no 
such necessity in the case of California. The fact that Spain 
was prudent enough to yield to the threats of the United 
Sta tes is, strictly speaking, immaterial; for it cannot be 
doubted that the United States would sooner or later ha.ve 
found occasion for going to war with Spain and taking the 
Floridas, if Spain had not consented to enter into the treaty 
of 1819. Mexico, on the other hand, refused to yield to 
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forces which every one else . . . 
sisted in a hopeless and d~wtere irresIStible, and she per-
ries which she was wholly ISas r~~ ~ffhort to retain territo­
protect. una e eit er to develop or to 


