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650 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

: cret, the fact was

, to keep the dlspovery a se

Suuntktenr : e%ﬁexico until certainly the latter part of (gli‘ﬂ;
1848 OWﬁl that month Lieutenant Beale, taw};t?};l%%o ol
s ’ navy, who had gone ou

oo chmtecisft:ntgs hzdvgiSplayed e:::tra,or.dmﬂn;ylif E?Tnint;y andl
th(:i (;7:1%2 in performing shore duty in C frcfm M,az atlats
endur h the city of Mexico on his way home soding il
througd been sent by Commodore Jones, comm e
= iléic squadron, with despatcheg, wh';ch aélznirzens of e
i veries, and he also carried with him IS\IPW York.! But
gz)sl?iowhich’were exhibited in S;Ete{nbeég theere any hint in

: . hington nor In Mex1ico in Cali-
?Iiﬂ;;:'ill?g Y)‘;a‘ESALSgEf the epoch-making fact of gold in

. i 'can

form&il then, was the condition of affairs when ?e aArIrIil\?;ld g

Smumcjs,si 1"s to secure ratification of the trea fyhls oo
com Olgefriting from Vera Cruz on the day o o 0;
M?mc(:i informed the State Department th‘%t tlllﬁ(;) %uthoﬁze
S}fgost intelligent persons he had mefn ﬂ?: Mexican gov-
he belief that there is every d,ISPOSItlon 72 From Mexico
the nt to ratify the treaty without de!a'y. otinion was Yl
i te ten days later that the prevailing op ting of (i
o uld be ratified soon after the mee gublished
the treatg ?lfat the amendments to the 1I'gea,tﬁ l}s fhe ol
gress, an had been reproduced 1
- Nfe ﬁzﬁgf aﬁgrfgpe:md not to have excited the least
papers O .

- . - tt
Oppomt?itgﬁtime preparations were in progrehssd f?t:‘e eg;: h]:ﬁ
C(flél‘;s together. Electionfs 1&):‘ nllle‘;-ilbel?% and the leg-

idential decree of March 23, 1535, for Presi-
l'113111;11'.?;'1'easporfes'},clhe several states had cast their votes

in California, but, not i
fiin found as early as 1820 in ft gives de

' ol is mid to bt PO ot 11, 411) ter's il ace in January
pﬂying quantltles"—t discovery by Ma.rsha].l on Sut‘_ Ma; and June.-—(C'ﬂh‘
accounts of the grne;h to the mines which followed in hichy Beale carried) aré
1848, and of ;'Ega) Official despatches (somea lOf ; to Beale's exploits
o o H. R, Doc. 1, 30 Con, 2 85, dward Fitagerald Beale, 546,
printed l&Hl.lgl'; Mex:lc(;: see Stephen Bonaal’RE g:c 50, 30 Cong., :
journey thro April 2, 1848; H. k. it

: to Buchanan, Apri! & 15 2
1gah31:rgo same, April 12, 1848; ibid., 55

correspondence on this point in H. R. Doe.
The M
acting
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dent. It was known t
eral Herrera,

At length, on the third
at Querétaro for the tran

n

an American military e
were unofficially inform
would be better they s
time came for exchangi

ng ratifications.!
At the opening of th

the treaty. He expres
cession of territory was

and he quoted Preside
1847, as showing that

utterly out of the question if it did not provide for the ces-
sion of the territories of California and New Mexico. In
other respects he believed that the treaty was highly satis-
factory and would be so regarded when submitted to the
judgment of the national representati

ves of public opinion
and to the verdict of foreign nations.

“The armistice which followed the negotiation of the treaty, and
the immediate ituti i

who,
erican citizens, should

the Indian tribes

ake incursions upon our frontier; the indemnity of
fifteen millions of dollars, and the payment to be made by the govern-
ment of the United States for clajms liquidated and pending against
the republic; the solemn promise to assuage, if at any time there shall

be occasion, the calamities of war, as well as to respect the well known

nights of humanity and of society; and finally, the closing stipulation

! See

30, 30 Cong., 2 sess., 57-61,
exican government was evidently anxious

to avoid any appearance of
under the direct influence of the American representatives,

651

hat a majority were in favor of Gen-

of May, a quorum was assembled
saction of business ; but the Ameri-

tials, but their going had been delayed
by an unwillingness on the part of the Mexicans to permit,

scort; and finally the commissioners
ed through General Mors, that it
hould not go to Querétaro until the

e Mexican Congress, the President’s
message dealt chiefly with the question of the ratification of
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that the dividing line established by the fifth article shall never be

i ed through cussed the financig]
+ the full consent of both repubhcs., expresse _ : .
cga,“ged,fﬁp;;?‘ei‘;;m in conformity with tpm‘r respective constl- which had doka
iuet:;znie' these considerations give to the negotiation all the dignity Tmin

as well as all the security that could be demanded in this class of
transactions.”

On the other hand, the President expressed his rget:haif;
modifications should have been proposed by the gz:n :n(;s
the United States; but he considered that these'am_en i
were not of such importance as to call for a rejection 0

: . f Relati
. ; uld be con- committee w g ons,
as satisfied that no negotiation co ’ 2 _vee was approved on May
tlifl?lgi, zgol:lea“;)asis more favorable to the republic of Mexico. 18]??} :i' ]?n vote tolf ol to 35.!  May 19,
c OWn that the Senate contain
! 4 bl s e ed an overwhelmi
«It is o vain fear,” he continued, much less an _“”f""““:ll; Iélzjontymfavor of ratification, and therefore as o
estimate of the moral and physical strength O;I t?!:iMecﬂoﬁcll] bze:mre amber of Deputies had voted, the Minis tf,:r fs"()lgnlaas 'the
. sdei f peace. Nothing ] wrote to Clifford . oo of Relations
which compels me to decide in favor 0 : the heroic efforts rd and Sevier that they uld
lived long enough to witness tne taro whe ey J could come to Queré-
:I]lnfi?:llllnflf:-natlio?la:]eadgto sustain an unequ;ll sy qii‘;l::rn {e;l:; the P I'eSi(;l:;;er ’tI}‘lIfg Athd. and present their credenti(j,ls to
+2ve its independence. In the same CI s v e oo LNe American commissioners <
fl;iie i:) loag:e::}an:l\:: :woltl:rcege and elements of that people which acts Rosa's Intimation, , %ﬁ;ﬁxﬁng
- e

e afternoon of
great state of exultation:
musie i ,

. 0 . X R Set Out fOI- uerét 9
with valor and energy. In the foreign war we have just witnessed, their destination at Q a0,

e courage and firmness of

about five o’clock in th
and in whom they

May 25 and found the city “in a

ﬁ-reworks going off, and
direction,”s

though in but few engage
<o w%lendc:vnéllll]::e all remar '
zﬁgﬁge:cgiﬁa;‘eqt result had the ar}::};;e::;cil Itll;ie ﬂﬁtﬁ?nﬁ
E:?;P:ﬁff f:g:;g;ﬂggg-is ibhs?);{:t:r;‘iicabzar:: néfm c:::;ln?mu;g t;;: :;atl';
;I(;(slt:r!iifyr.di nguatnw?i:;mﬂies:i]ec };r?lnﬂ;s and good fai

It would seem how
oys . . ) wever tha . 4 2 ;
that T am convinced that the condition in which we”alre, wi Was not quite SO’unive , that the satisfaction in the city

as thi : !
appear.  According to Lieu his statement might malke i,

: i tenant Wise, of the Uni
A few days later the treaty and the papers accompanyiig navy, who was in Querétaro before and after th?;egiiijtgg

it were submitted to Congress sccmpanied by d;;ial;ﬂisefe: e;; s o loners, the people in the streets threy
bal explanations from General Ansys, 1;hend the impossi
War, in regard to the condition of 88 m:[fa% treaty were
bility of efectually continuing hostilitics Mti s e
rejected. He was fqllowed by Rosa,’l:d:;s 1msaa,nd who dis-

tions, who was also in charge of the Treasury, B0 e lt‘gzyfga, 1848; ibid., 74,

i Peiis 4 ] '
1 Message of the Provisional President of the Republic, D. Manuel de la A o Hmmm P o

ion | : cation a . :
Y fmaed, but doubtless ierally sccuate ound in Roa Bércens, 624605, _- 2°% Fernando Ramires, will be

attendant circumstances, imperiously calls for peace.
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stones at the commissioners’ carriages and cries of Viva la
querra! Abajo la paz! were heard in every direction. There

was, however, no actual outbreak.!

The next few days were devoted to official visits and re-
ceptions, of which Lieutenant Wise gives an entertaining
account. He thus describes the principal Mexican officials:

ed me more than his advisers,

“The President Pefia y Pefia pleas
and evidently appeared worn

having a mild, benignant expression,
down with care and anxiety. Anaya was a tall, bony person, with

high cheek-bones—denoting his Indian origin—and a stolid striped
face. Rosa, the Secretary of War, was short of stature, of swarthy
with full, dark, intelligent eyes. But of all the public

who held office under the Mexican government, whom I
ho struck me so for-

complexion,

characters,
had the opportunity of seeing, there was none w

cibly as one of the deputies—Sefior Couto.”*

There was some delay in exchanging ratifications which,
according to the same author, was due to the fact that
Herrera was unwilling to take office until after the treaty
was signed, and Pefia’s ministry was unwilling to go out until

they could be sure of getting the three million dollars to be

paid on the exchange of ratifications into their own hands;

and there was also some discussion in regard to the Ameri-

can cavalry and artillery returning to the United States by
land? If any such reasons existed, they were not reported

by Sevier and Clifford.

The Mexican government also insis
planation in regard to the meaning and effect of the amend-
ments to the treaty made by the United States Senate.
These explanations were embodied in a protocol which.was
dated May 26, 1848, and which ends with the words:

n accepted by the Minister of

he declared, in the name of his
them the

« And these explanations having bee

Foreign Affairs of the Mexican republic,
Government, that with the understanding conveyed by

1 Wise, Los Gringos, 267.
? Ibid., 269. Couto, who had been one 0 :
framed the treaty, was always spoken of by Americans and Englishmen 18

terms of the highest respect. Rosa was Secretary of Relations—not War.
8 Jbid., 273.

ted upon a formal ex- :
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8
ame Government would proceed to ratif

as modifi 4 th g
ified by the Senate and Governme;; Of‘i]:-;eiz;tystt)ft(}uadalupe,
. otates,”1

At last, on Mg
y 30, 1848, the ratificat;
cha » 1643, the ratificat
i ngel)cd, anc.i the American commissiollelOns were duly ex-
y of Mexico for the p 18 returned to the

million d ¢ purpose of paying over.

g al?rl;irseacc-:ogdmg to the stipulati(;gns ‘;?Ptﬁléetthree

iha : ge with General Butler for th k reaty
American troops.? e retirement of

b

day the election of Sefi
- efior Pefia y Pefia as i
e fl.ti?r{zl (i(;ugt m(:i :%[zstlee was likewise progzﬁggr'ltazfi oy
. : - on
A eIrTera was inaugurated '
Preside}:ge?sei a;cn unwillingness to a.s;ume th’e gf:tfir hafVlng
oo %:3.1; ¥ ew'days. afterward the businegs of és il
complete i‘alllld 1t adjourned to meet again in them:%reSS
ollowing ..Iu.ly.“ Herrera meanwhile h;:i);;f

and they took up

coac, close to the capital, whe th.e i ddy
ev;ti;at;?:a of the city by therzgl:gc;imti&ii %Waiting i
ke ;‘gc:;lniréti iIfI;)r .the withdrawal of Biltler’s arm
e € In progress in anticipation of thy
ipnialai reaty, and the march to the seq ;
A };he ly t € morning of June 12 Worth’s divis'was
g Ama§ to leave, was drawn up in front of 11(;)1[11’
Mexic;;n batteriencan flag, saluted by both Americaﬁ :;
| ey }fs,. was hauled down; the Mexican tri oo
1th similar salutes; and by nine o’clock?rfc;:ll?r
e

! Treaties and C g
ol onventions Concluded ?
her Powers (Edition, 1910); Dub[;D l;amrllf;e Unilted States of America i

this protocol w ; v
extended ove as the subject of subsequent diploma 379-380. The effect of
2 Qs T a considerable time plomatic correspondence whi

Sevier and Clifford to B " g

2sess,, 75, uchanan, May 30, 1848; H. R. Doc. 50, 30 ¢
&) ong.,

:Dubla.n ¥ Lozano, V, 380
e i}aw‘of June 6, 1848; zbzd 381
éxico d través de los Siglos, 1V, 711,

‘Ibid., 381,

ey, e

o S -
b P
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i isturb-

rning the capital was evacuated Wlthoufl pqpm:lz]t)reg;s s

s —the necessary police arrangements awx}fh o

&nﬁ:e ade by the Americans in cor_xsultatlon ch e N

f:l;nyaltlllthorities. On July 30 thedclliiy oi (;fsiir t1(')uthe s

n de Ultia were delivered o > Me

Canie ;fl(? aa!lJ:lilnost the same time Tampico was likewise

cans,

evacuated. ]
But though the capital

curred elsewhere. Bfafore t

the country a Royalist pron

remained quiet disturbances oc;
he American troops were out ](1)
unciamiento-was issued ‘téiyi’gnz
:ost Padre Jarauta—who had been the mostC fuz Cand
bade ¢ the guerilleros in the states of Vera ok
e h%:h the chief ground put forward for eiiony”
?uebla—-m i ment was that it had “betrayed the na,PreS.i‘
T gOVE;Illt was really under the leadership of ix-. g
ggﬁtn;)a‘;?lles. Tt met with some success at first In

t acted
tates of Jalisco and Guanajuato; but the governmen
8

i itude; Jaraut
th unusual promptitude; Jaral
}?ﬂy 18, near the city of Guanajua

a was taken and shot on
to; Paredes escaped and
h the connivance of the

fled the country, probably wit s longer Mexico was ab

government: and for some month:

pe?I?l?é subsequent liberation of the territory and the ap-

i ini ipotentiary and envoy
i d as minister plenipo vl
PO;HUI;Z{LI[?;;; ngi)lied the final and corélplfte re?iulilg)g);i
friend i ited States an
i between the Uni
fnlealtl;?gx};sr;lﬁitéﬁnﬁave now continued unbroken for close upon
re

two-thirds of a century.

eeeeeee——

i oral
Tt has not been the purpose of this work to pass m

ct of those whose actions have
iUdgmBDtS.;]lp&) nblilia?o(l);gio endeavor to state the r%ilrag:;
i deSCI'la;l ,w these to speak for themselves.h -
i &Hdb 1{1] written in regard to the condl_lct of t eca]l g
much htas :fd Mexico, that it appears Qesuable tgeen g
f;:t?jn ?)vr‘lrce more to two assertions which have
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sistently reiterated, and w
fact.

In the first place, it has been said that the annexation of

Texas to the United States was dye to a conspiracy, formed
at least ten or fifteen years before annexation was complete,
the object of which was to extend the area of slavery so as
to include the whole of that undeveloped territory. The
evidence, however, is quite clear that the first occupation of
Texas by settlers from the United States was due to circum-
stances with which the leaders of public opinion in the South
had nothing to do, and that prior to the defeat of the Mexi-
can army by the Texans at San Jacinto there was no com-
bined or organized movement on the part of any political
faction in the United States to encourage annexation.
The movement for annexation, when it began, began in
Texas itself; and it was carried through, not by the South,
but rather by the people of the whole Mississippi valley.
There was at all times 3 strong minority in the South, and
especially in the south Atlantic states, which was opposed to
the annexation of Texas for the very good reason that it
was feared the effect of annexation would be to increase the
fast-growing Northern sentiment against slavery,

It has also been frequently asserted that the war was
forced upon Mexico for the purpose of acquiring additional
slave territory. So far as this relates to Texas, the accusa-
tion, is evidently untrue. Texas had been invited by the
United States to enter the Union more than a year before the
war broke out, and its formal acceptance of the invitation
Wwas given ten months prior to the commencement of hostili-
ties. In a sense the war may indeed be regarded as a war
of conquest; for although the executive of the United States
steadily denied this accusation, and asserted that it was pros-
ecuted solely in order to obtain payment for debts due to the
United States and for injuries done its citizens, the fact re-
mains that it had always been the intention of the admin-
Istration to obtain such payment by a cession of territory
belonging to the Mexican republic. But that territory was

Dot Texas. It was New Mexico and California—especially

hich have very little foundation in
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California. Andrew Jackson as President, and Van Buren
and Webster as Secretaries of State, had made efforts to
obtain the cession of at least a part of California, and expan-
sion on the Pacific coast was foremost in the minds of Presi-
dent Polk and his associates in their whole conduct of the
war. Polk, however, asserted, and no doubt believed, that
slavery would never exist in New Mexico or California, and in
this opinion Calhoun expressed his concurrence.

Whatever may be thought of the abstract morality of &
war begun for the purpose of acquiring territory, it is certain
that the practice of civilized nations prior to the middle of
the nineteenth century was not opposed to it; and there were
many circumstances which rendered the conquest of Cali-
fornia relatively justifiable. Its owners and inhabitants
had utterly failed to develop the natural resources of the
country, and every justification which could attend the set-
tlement by European nations of countries inhabited by un-
civilized races, or which could be offered to excuse the ex-
pansion of the United States over Indian territory, would in
principle apply to the conquest of California by the United
States.

More than that, the conduct of the United States in re-
gard to California was supported by an- exact precedent.
The acquisition of the Floridas from Spain had been sought
for upon grounds precisely similar, namely, the indebted-
ness of Spain to the United States for outrages committed
upon American citizens, her inability to pay money, the
« derelict” condition of the country in question, and the
urgent desire of the United States for expansion. The only
material difference between the two cases was that the
Floridas were necessarily slave territory, while there was no
such necessity in the case of California. The fact that Spain
was prudent enough to yield to the threats of the United
States is, strictly speaking, immaterial; for it cannot be
doubted that the United States would sooner or later have
found occasion for going to war with Spain and taking the
Floridas, if Spain had not consented to enter into the treaty
of 1819. Mexico, on the other hand, refused to yield to
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sisted in a hopel i
oty peless and disastrous effort to re

protect.

and she per-

. tain territo-
she was wholly unable either to develop orl I?o
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