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hopefully, but undoubtedly with nervous anxiety, the cou-
rier's return from Querétaro.

The courier, however, bore disappointing news. Under
date of January 26, Rosa wrote authorizing the commis-
sioners to sign the treaty on condition that the boundary
line was run so as to leave Lower California connected with
Sonora by land; that no part of Sonora or Chihuahua should
be included in the cession to the United States; that all hos-
tilities should cease, and the invaders should withdraw from
the capital immediately on the signature of the treaty; that
all government revenues should at once be turned over to
Mexico, and all military exactions should cease; and that the
commissioners should manage to have advances made af
once, on account of the payment to be made by the United
States, so as to enable the government to sustain itself.

“The government,” so Rosa informed the Mexican representa-
tives, “will never agree to close the negotiations without having here,
at Querétaro, under its control, the sum of 300 to 400,000 dollars and
a positive assurance of receiving 200,000 dollars every month after-
wards, for a period of three months. Without sums as large as these,
to enable it to face the difficulties that will arise upon the signature
of the treaty, the government is certain to be overturned within 8
few days. I think it unnecessary to say much to you on this subject.
Not I alone, but many impartial men with whom we have discussed
the matter, are certain that the government will inevitably succumb
to anarchy unless it has at its command, when the treaty of peace is
concluded, such adequate and assured resources as will enable it to

maintain its authority.”?

On the following day both Pefia y Pefia and Rosa wrote
again, having evidently received later intelligence from the
commissioners. 'The explanations received in regard to the
boundary, they said, satisfied them that Sonora and Chi-
huahua were left intact; and as to the amount of compensd=
tion to be paid, they authorized the commissioners to settle
that. But they still insisted on the necessity of obtaining

immediate cash.

1 Rosa to Commissioners, Jan. 26, 1848; extract in Roa Bércens, 604.
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of continuing the war in the condition of disorganization in which
many of the states find themselves—whether because they have been
invaded, or because of the threats of revolution which have appeared
in them. . . . These motives; the extreme scantiness of resources to
which the government finds itself reduced; the probability that the
United States may prove every day more exacting and more exag-
gerated in their demands; the duty of saving the nationality of Mexico
at all costs; the consideration that the treaty, grievous as it is for the
republic by reason of the fatal circumstances, does not contain asin-
gle condition dishonorable to Mexico; the duty imposed on the gov-
ernment to put an end to the calamities from which the country is
suffering, and of checking the projects of annexation to Northern
America, which are apparent even in the capital of the republic; these
reasons, and many others which the government will in due season
expound to the nation, compel His Excellency the provisional Presi-
dent to close the negotiations, by authorizing you, as he does hereby
authorize you, to sign the treaty with the least possible burdens upon
the country, in view of the melancholy circumstances in which it is
situated.” *

The messenger who left Querétaro on the thirty-first of
January bearing this final surrender of the provisional gov-
ernment rode fast; for the hundred and fifty miles to the
capital were covered before the close of the next day, and
the instructions were in the hands of the Mexican commis-
sioners on the evening of the important Tuesday, the first of
February. It may safely be assumed that the commissioners
lost 1o time in notifying Trist of their readiness to sign.

For some reason it was determined that the treaty should
not be formally executed in the capital. Doyle wrote to his
government that this was the wish of the Mexican commis-
sioners,? and the neighboring town of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the
ceat of the famous shrine of the Virgin of Guadalupe, whose
miraculous image was venerated by all Mexicans, was 8¢
lected as the most suitable place for the concluding cere-
mony which, it was hoped, would put an end to the war.
The labor of completing and examining the five origi
copies of the treaty in English and Spanish doubtless ab-
sorbed the greater part of Wednesday, the second of Febru-

'1 Ibid., 606.
? Doyle to Palmerston, Feb. 2, 1848, No. 14; F. 0. MSS.
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the happy termination of their labors,




