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hopefully, but undoubtedly with nervous anxiety, the cou
rier's return from Querétaro. 

The courier, however, bore disappointing news. Under 
date of January 26, Rosa wrote authorizing the commis
sioners to sign the treaty on condition that the boundary 
line was run so as to leave Lower California connected with 
Sonora by land; that no part of Sonora or Chihuahua should 
be included in the cession to the U nited States; that all hos
tilities should cease, and the invaders should withdraw from 
the capital immediately on the signature of the treaty; that 
all government revenues should at once be turned over to 
Mexico, and all military exactions should cease; and that the 
commissioners should manage to have advances made at 
once, on account of the payment to be made by the United 
States, so as to enable the government to sustain itself. 

"The government," so Rosa informed the Mexican representa
tives, "will never agree to close the negotiations without having here, 
at Querétaro, under its control, the sum of 300 to 400,000 dollars and 
a positive assurance of receiving 200,000 dollars every month after
wards, for a period of three months. Without sums as large as these, 
to enable it to face the difficulties that will arise upon the signature 
of the treaty, the government is certain to be overturned within a 
few days. I think it unnecessary to say much to you on this subject. 
Not I alone, but many impartial roen with whom we bave discussed 
the matter, are certain that the government will inevitably succumb 
to anarchy unless it has at its command, wben the treaty of peace is 
concluded, such adequate and assured resources as will enable it to 

maintain its authority."1 

On the following day both Peña y Peña and Rosa wrote 
again, having evidently received later intelligence from the 
commissioners. The explanations received in regard to the 
boundary, they said, satisfied them that Sonora and Chi
huahua were left intact; and as to the amount of compensa· 
tion to be paid, they authorized the commissioners to settle 
that. But they still insisted on the necessity of obtaining 
immediate cash. 

1 Rosa to ColllillÍSfiloners, Jan. 26, 1848; extract in Roa Bárcena, 604. 
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of the capital, and the turning over of the public revenues 
immediately on the signature of the treaty; but the second 
article of the treaty, providing for a military convention in 
regard to the cessation of hostilities and the re-establish
ment of civil administration as soon as the circu.mstances of 
military occupation would permit, would, they thought, ac
complish the same purpose. They believed that the treaty, 
while it bore the character of a national misfortune, had cer
tainly nothing dishonorable in it. The government must 
now definitely decide, for the commissioners were of opinion 
that Trist could really wait no longer. 

"We regret," they continued, "beyond anything the supreme gov
emment can imagine, that matters should have come to this point, 
and that Mr. Trist' s exigencies, which he has never expressed with so 
much heat, should give rise to unfavorable impressions which we would 
wish to avoid-all the more because we are impressed by the gravity 
of this business and the difficulties the supreme government has had 
in giving us its definite orders. If we do not receive them by Tuesday, 
or if by sorne misíortune, which is to be apprehended, letters come 
from Washington, the negotiation will oe broken off according to the 
statements of Mr. Trist and the English chargé d'affaires." 1 

The commissioners were also, it seems, of opinion that it 
would be unbecoming (habian ere-ido que rw era decoroso) to 
~ for pecuniary assistance before the signature of the 
treaty, but they had received proposals from bankers to 
make a loan of as much as three hundred thousand dolIars. 2 

Under this pressure from the Mexican commissioners and 
the British chargé d'affaires, President Peña y Peña gave 
way. On the last day of January his Secretary of State in
structed the commissioners that they might sign the treaty 
in the forro agreed upon with Trist. To break off negotia
tions, he explained, 

"would involve too seriously the existence of Mexico as a nation, and 
the government will never take upon itself the terrible responsibility 

1 

Couto and others to Rosa, Jan. 29, 1848¡ extracts in Roa Bárcena, 602. 1 Ibid., 606. 
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of continuing the war in the condition of disorganization in which 
many of the states find themselves-whether because they bave been 
invaded, or because of the threats of revolution which have appeared 
in them. . . . These motives; the extreme scantiness of resources to 
which the government finds itself reduced; the probability that the 
United States may prove every day more exacting and more exag
gerated in their demands; the duty of saving the nationality of Mexico 
at all costs; the consideration tbat the treaty, grievous as it is for the 
republic by reason of the fatal circumstances, does not contain a sin
gle condition dishonorable to Mexico; the duty imposed on the gov
ernment to put an end to tbe calamities from which the country is 
suffering, and of checking the projects of annexation to Northern 
America, which are apparent even in the capital of the republic; these 
reasons, and many others which the government will in due season 
expound to tbe nation, compel His Excellency the provisional Presi
dent to close the negotiations, by autborizing you, as be does hereby 
authorize you, to sign the treaty with the least possible burdens upon 
the country, in view of the melancholy circumstances in which it is 
situated." 1 

The messenger who left Querétaro on the thirty-first of 
January bearing this final surrender of the provisional gov
ernment rode f ast; for the hundred and fifty miles to the 
capital were covered before the close of the next day, and 
the instructions were in the hands of the Mexican commis
sioners on the evening of the important Tuesday, the first of 
February. It may safely be assumed that the comroissioners 
lost no time in notif ying Trist of their readiness to sign. 

For sorne reason it was determined that the treaty sbould 
not be formally executed in the capital. Doyle wrote to bis 
government that this was the wish of the Mexican commis
sioners, 2 and the neighboring town of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the 
seat of the famous shrine of the Virgin of Guadalupe, whose 
miraculous image was venerated by ali Mexicans, was se
lected as the most suitable place for the concluding cere
mony which, it was hoped, would put an end to the war. 
The labor of completing and eJCarnining the five original 
copies of the treaty in English and Spanish doubtless ab
sorbed the greater part of Wednesday, the second of Febru· 

, 1 Jbid,, 6()6, 
1 Doyle to Palmerston, Feb. 2, 1848, No. 14; F. O. MSS. 
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ary; but late on that af ternoon . 
that at six o'clock the signat everything was ready, so 

te t
. • ures were affix d d 

po n ianes crossed the street f . e ' an the pleni-
to the great church to rend t~m their place of meeting 
the happy terminatÍon of the: labanks to the Almighty for ors. 


