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Price found that tbe city had been abandoned by the 
Mexican garrison, and he learned that General Trias had 
withdrawn about sixty miles farther south to Santa Cruz de 
Rosales. He thereupon, acting with great energy, ob­
tained remounts for the larger part of bis men that same 
night, and started the next morning in pursuit. He arrived 
at Santa Cruz at sunrise on the morning of the ninth, with 
two hundred and fifty cavalry, having marched sixty miles 
in twenty-four hours. Here he had an interview with Gen­
eral Trias in person, who asserted upon bis honor that a 
treaty of peace had been signed, and expressed bis belief 
that official confirmation of the fact would probably be re­
ceived witlún three days. For this reason, and also because 
reinforcements of cavalry and artillery were expected, Price 
decided to blockade the town and not attempt any immediate 
attack upon the Mexican troops, who, as he believed, num-
bered over nine hundred. 

On the morning of March 16 a1l of Price's expected rein-
forcements had arrived after remarkable marches. The 
battery of artillery, in particular, under Captain Love of 
the first dragoons-a company of which regiment were then 
acting as light artillery-had marched from the hot springs 
(Ojo Caliente) between 5 P.M. on March 12 and 5 A. M. on 
March 16, or three and one-half days. The distance is ap­
proximately one hundred and forty miles, which would make 
an average of forty miles a day. The cavalry during the 
last twenty-four hours had marched sixty miles.

1 

Price, having been thus reinforced, now lost no time in 
beginning an attack upon the Mexicans in Santa Cruz. 
During the course of the morning of March 16 he disposed 
bis forces around the town and opened an artillery fire upon 
it. The defenders during the previous week had constructed 
barricades in the streets and had placed a number of small 
pieces of artillery in position, so that an assault was not 
easy. Af ter a cannonading which lasted until the after-

1 H. R. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 2 sess., Love's report, 126; Lane's report, 129. 
These officers overstate the distance, having apparently confused kilometres 

with miles. 
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over Trias-which gave the Americans the practica! control 
of the whole state of Chihuahua-must, as it turned out, 
have had a moral influence in bringing about the ratifica­
tion of the treaty of peace. In connection with the naval 
operations on the Pacific coast of the republic it produced 
the impression of that sort of constricting and crushing force 
which we have been taught to regard as the peculiar char-
acteristic of sea power. 

Thus ended the war, which had begun les.5 than two years 
before, and which had resulted in the occupation by the 
American forces of the capital of Mexico, many of its princi­
pal towns, and much more than one-half of its territory. 

. There can be no doubt that the war would have been far 
shorter in duration and far les.5 costly in human lif e if the 
American army had been in a more complete state of prepa­
ration. Its entire lack of any intelligence department, and 
of any systematic method of increasing the army by means 
of volunteers, was the fi.rst and most obvious cause of its 
palpable shortcomings. The volunteers were enlisted, or­
ganized, clothed, equipped, and drilled haphazard; and 
although they subsequently gave an excellent account of 
themselves, no one can possibly doubt that they would have 
been far more efficient and could have been put far earlier 
in the field if the work could have been undertaken in ac­
cordance with sorne predetermined plan. 

Another very obvious cause of delay was the extreme 
slowness of Congress, after the first impulse of enthusiasm 
was spent, in voting the necessary measures for reinf orcing 
and supplying the armies in the field. The violent discus­
sions which went on over the origin of the war served not to 
shorten but to prolong the existence of a state of things with 
which the opponents of the administration found so much 
fault. 

The military results were undoubtedly striking from their 
completeness and from the unbroken success of the Ameri­
can armies; but it cannot be denied that these were in large 
. measure due to the weaknes.5 and inefficiency of the Mexican 
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