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detachment, under Major Lally, which had left Vera Cruz
on the sixth of August. Lally’s detachment consisted of
eleven companies of various regular regiments, a company of
Georgia mounted volunteers and another of Louisiang
mounted volunteers, and two six-pounder guns. He hadin
charge a train of sixty-four wagons, and all the way to
Jalapa he had been constantly in contact with strong guerilla
forces, with whom he had fought a number of serious engage-
ments, his losses in killed, wounded, and missing being
105 men out of his small force.! He had felt it impossible,
without reinforcements, to advance farther with his wagon-
train. :

Starting from Jalapa on the afternoon of the first of Octo-
ber, the united forces (leaving behind them their sick and
wounded and one of the troops of Louisiana horse) reacheda
hacienda about three miles east of Nopaltican, where they
came in sight of small parties of Santa Anna’s lancers.
Lane was here informed that the Mexican troops were nob
holding the Puebla road, ashe had expected, but were posted
ot Huamantla. He was told that they numbered four thou-
sand men and six guns, and he resolved to take the initiative
On the morning, therefore, of Saturday, the ninth of Octo-
ber, Lane started out for Huamantla, with about two thou-
sand men and one battery of artillery, leaving the Ohio reg-
ment, a part of the regular infantry, and one battery of
artillery to guard the wagons.

When about two miles from Huamantla the cavalry wer
sent ahead, and at once captured the village—which was
weakly held—together with Santa Anna’s artillery. Bib
by this time Santa Anna had been notified of Lane’s marel;

and had started back to meet him. As the toiling Amencaﬂ | Asth

infantry approached, they saw Santa Anna’s lancers gallop-
ing in from the left, and an unequal race was begun for the
village. The American cavalry, heavily outnumbered, W&
badly cut up before the infantry could arrive, but courage

1 Lally’s force was accompanied by Baron von Grone, 8 young Germs?

officer, who on his return to Germany wrote a book entitled Briefe ﬂl’;ﬂnﬂ Ve marche into the Grand |
nd plaza

Amerika und Meziko, in which he gave an account of these affairs, B
pages 37-58.
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houses. The great cathedral was on our left, and the palace of the
Governor on our right. There was not a single Mexican to be seen.”t

The fact was that Rea and Alvarez had by this fime
silently withdrawn their men and retreated to Atlixco, more
than twenty-five miles away to the southwest. Thencefor- ward Querét :
ward the American troops held Puebla without the slightest ' t Tehuacan :ro, Wh#e Santa
mole.stat.ion, ax}d, w.hat was more important, Scott’s com- B ver neqri ty miles southeast :)f gatf);'mg'[ﬂace
mu(;ué:amonsbmt% ll)lls bafqe,hwer?1 umntgrl‘upted- dIn August 4 Lane hadlgeefla; u}; geasgifzﬁﬂed by General Lane of? S&I?l;a Hg;e
ztlaluld Z%iexglzate{hroailg)ﬁ g:r;n \afetraogsrir; i i e months in clearing the eougtr(;fl}gflw during the mtewgz;jﬁé

: ‘ -

Meanwhile Santa Anna had been joined, near Huamantla, ;fuzhbi!am(;)re;r less organized bodies of gﬂrggﬁi i Pue-bla,
on the eleventh of October by General Reyes, whose foot- .- dn anuary 21 with about three hy eros.  Leaving
sore troops were in no condition for active operations. » and marching
This reinforcement was soon followed by a messenger from
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houses. The great cathedral was on our left, and the palace of the
Governor on our right. There was not a single Mexican to be seen.”?

The fact was that Rea and Alvarez had by this time
silently withdrawn their men and retreated to Atlixco, more
than twenty-five miles away to the southwest. Thencefor-
ward the American troops held Puebla without the slightest
molestation, and, what was more important, Scott’s eom-
munications with his base were uninterrupted. In August
and September Lally, with a thousand men and two guns,
could not get through from Vera Cruz.*

Meanwhile Santa Anna had been joined, near Huamantla,
on the eleventh of October by General Reyes, whose foot-
sore troops were in no condition for active operations.
This reinforcement was soon followed by a messenger from
Querétaro bearing orders, dated October 7, which directed
Santa Anna to turn over his command to General Rincon,
or, in his absence, to General Alvarez, and to hold himselfin
readiness to appear before a court of inquiry to answer for
his conduct in the late campaign, and especially for the los
of the capital of the republic.

Santa Anna, after some hesitation, decided to obey. He
turned over his command to Reyes, as neither Rineon nor
Alvarez was on the spot, but he wrote to the government, o1
October 16, that, as President of the republic, he could only
be tried by the method of impeachment prescribed in the
Constitution; and that, although he had resigned his office
a month before, he could lawfully resume the Presidency
at any time before Congress had accepted the resignation.

1 Ibid., 112.

* The brief official report of the siege of Puebla will be found in Sen. Doc. 1
30 Cong,, 1 sess,, 471-475. The most detailed account of the events of e
siege is in Oswandel's Notes of the Mexican War, 948-346, The authon 8
private in the first Pennsylvania volunteers, kept a diary day by day of even
as he saw them. Lane’s report of the battle of Huamantla and of his

from Vera Cruz, together with subreports, are printed in Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong,
1 sess., 476-495. Accounts of Lane’s march and of the battle of Huamantls

will be found in Brackett's General Lane’s Brigade in Central Mezico, 53 1
and in Grones Briefe tiber Nord-Amerika und Meziko, 67. Santa Anna's 070

reports are in the appendix to his Apelacion al buen Crilerio, i 135—1# |

See also Ripley, 1T, 491-496; Brooks, 489-497; Wilcox, 493-496; Roa ba
516-521; Apuntes para la Historia de la Guerra, 344-352.
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rt and a very unhappy one for him;
difficulties at every step, and I be-
cepted the invitation made to him
Ily supposed that he has consider-

“His present reign has been sho
he has been beset by enemies and
lieve he heartily regrets having ac

to leave the Havana. It is genera
ably augmented his already large fortune; but be his errors what they

may, he is the only Mexican who could have created the forces he has
managed to get together for the defence of his country.” !

Qanta Anna’s career was, in truth, not over. He was des-
tined to return once more, and to rule again over his coun-
trymen; but those events lie beyond the scope of the present

work.

The naval operations of the closing period of the war were
rce; although, no doubt, they

not of any very serious importar
served to impress upon the Mexican government the fact

of the irresistible sea-power of the United States, and espe-
cially the possibility of its use to effect an invasion from the

Pacific seaboard.
After the capture of Tampico and Vera Cruz, which were

turned over to be held by the army, little remained to be

done by the navy on the Gulf coast. The other harboms
were of slight importance, but they were either blockaded
or occupied by sufficient detachments up to the close of the
war. The harbors so held were Tuxpan; Alvarado; Coat-
zacoalcos, on the Isthmus of Tehuantepec; Frontera, at the
mouth of the Tabasco River; and Carmen, at the outlet of
the Laguna de Términos, in the state of Campeche.”

The only affair in which organized opposition Was meb
with was a second naval expedition up the Tabasco River
undertaken by Commodore Perry in June, 1847.3 About
fifteen hundred men, bluejackets and marines, were taken up
in light-draught vessels; eleven hundred of them were landed
nine miles below the city of San Juan Bautista, the capi
of the state of Tabasco; and after exchanging a few shots

with the Mexican troops who were in or near

1 Bankhead to Palmerston, Sept. 8, 1847, No. 86; F. 0. MSS.
2 Perry to Mason, Aug. 16, 1847; H. R. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 2 sess.,
3 See Perry’s Report, with subreports; bid., 1209-1221.
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Cyane and the frigate Independence, which established a
blockade of Mazatlan.!

In the autumn of the same year a descent upon the Mexi-
can coasts was made by a larger force. Detachments both
of the army and navy were landed at various places. La Paz,
the capital of Lower California, was occupied by about a
hundred men of the first New York volunteers, and San
José by a small force of marines. These detachments were
not large enough to overawe the neighboring inhabitants, or
to afford assistance to each other; and therefore for some
months they had a series of arduous conflicts with irregular
bodies of armed men, mainly raised in the neighborhood.
But they managed to hold on to their posts until the close
of the war.? :

On October 16, 1847, the frigate Congress, accompanied by
the sloop-of-war Portsmouth, arrived in the harbor of Guaymas
in Sonora, and after they had shelled the fortifications for
an hour the town surrendered® A month later, the Ameri-
can seamen were compelled to abandon the town, which
was threatened by a force which they estimated at three or
four hundred men; but the blockade of the place con-
tinued, and the American flag was kept flying on an island
in the harbor.*

In January, 1848, the town of San Blas was taken without

opposition; a couple of schooners and “the custom-house =

boat,” besides two small pieces of artillery, were carried
as prizes, and the town was then abandoned for want of &
sufficient foree to hold it permanently.®

A more important affair was the permanent, occupation
of Mazatlan, which was accomplished by the ships Inde-
pendence, Congress, and Cyane on the morning of Novemr

1 Ibid., 1055-1059.

* [bid., 105-112, 1112-1119, 1123-1127, 1138-1149. The garrison st 58
José was helped at a critical moment by the arrival of two whale-ships, the
Magnolia and the Edward of New Bedford, who arrived in the port on Ne-
vember 21, 1847, and frightened off the besieging guerillas.—(Ibid., 1
1126.) There was also some gkirmishing at Loreto and Mulejé in Lower
fornia.—(Ibid., 1110.)

3 Ibid., 1075-1083.

¢ Ibid,, 1127-1129.

4 Ibid., 11011104, 1133-1137.
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