= T A R e —— S —— .

560 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

detachments, and it was not possible, although our soldiers
on this oceasion acted with extraordinary courage.” !

At last, about five o’clock, Qanta Anna received an urgent
message from San Cosmé. He hurried back at once, but
arrived only just in time to witness the capture of that
garita by Worth; and, collecting as best he could the scat-
tered troops, Santa Anna marched them back again to the
citadel, which he re-entered at about seven o’clock in the
evening and found everything quiet. The firing on Quit-
man had ceased at dark.

Until after midnight the positions of the several com-
batants remained unchanged. Worth and Quitman were
both bringing up their heavy artillery, and the latter was
engaged in intrenching himself to resist further sorties from
the citadel. Within the citadel Santa Anna was holding &

council of war.

Santa Anna, “ the events of that and
the previous days were rehearsed. Regrets were expressed at the
situation to which we had been reduced by the disobedience of some,
the cowardice of others, and the general lack of morale of our army,
which was such that we could not look for any better conduct. It
was also explained in regard to the latter point that the continual
revolutions, our social disorganization, and the bad system of recruit-
ing the army had greatly aggravated this evil, at a time when, by
reason of our distress, the soldiers were not

“In the council,” according to

they had not partaken of food; that supplies had not been furni
them for the fo
the next day they would have anything to eat.
tion for another day’s fighting was also explained, an
ber of men who remained; and finally that
mere precinets of the citadel it was certain that the
tack it with artillery (apuraria sus

possible to re
would be to run the risk of its destruction wi

since the population, with few

It was, therefore, after some discussion, unanimouslj it
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the information true, Quitman moved through some of the
smaller streets into the Calle de San Juan Letran, passed the
spot where Worth was halted, and proceeded straight down
the Avenida de San Francisco to the Plaza de la Constitu:
cion. He found the Palace of the Government being looted
by bands of native thieves whom he quickly drove ouf, and
then hoisted the American flag and put the palace in charge
of the battalion of marines.

At about eight o’clock in the morning Scott and his staff
rode in and entered the palace. They had hardly done so
when a desultory fire of musketry broke out from the houses
in various parts of the city. The first shot, according to
Cieneral Worth, was fired at a group of officers ab the head
of his column and wounded Brigadier-General Garland. A

number of the Americans were hit.

«The free use of heavy battering guns upon every building from
which fire proceeded,” as Worth wrote, “ together with musketry from
ur men thrown out as skirmishers, soon quelled these hidden
. This was no time for half-way meds-

ures; and if many innocent persons suffered incidentally, under the
just infliction of punishment we found it necessary to bestow on these
miscreants from the jails, the responsibility should rest on the bar-
barous and vindictive chief who imposed upon us the necessity.” !

In less than thirty-six hours these stern methods of r&
pression were completely effective. It was, indeed, no time,
as Worth remarked, for “half-way measures.”  Self preser:
vation, as well as the imperative need for order in the inter
est, of the city itself, required the summary use of foree. It
i to be feared that in many cases the inhabitants of houses
from which American troops had been fired on were indi
criminately killed and that some unoffending inhabitants
were shot in the streets; but there was no looting, and on the
whole the more respectable elements of society seem to have

been relieved by the restoration of order. .
They had been in a state of consternation, according to

the British minister, when they learned that the Americal

army was actually within the city.
t Worth’s Report; ibid., 393.
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rt to his government asserted that
ber 12 and 13, after deducting the
the general depot) and that of

Tacubaya, his whole force was but 7,180, and that “after
deducting the new garrison of Chapultepee, with the killed
and wounded of the two days, we took possession (Sep-
tember 14) of this great capital with less than six thou-
sand men.”! Well might he congratulate himself and his
army upon the brilliant result of the campaign, begun ab
Puebla thirty-eight days before.

Tt is quite impossible to form any satisfactory estimate
of the Mexican force engaged at the gates of the capital

The losses by desertion had been so great and continuous,

the army had been in such a state of disintegration at

the time, that its strength from this cause alone Was
diminishing n a steadily increasing ratio. During the
American attack on Chapultepec a large garrison was left
in the city, and probably more than four thousand horse

and foot watched the battle from the Hacienda de Morales.

During the attacks on the garitas the cavalry was not em-
ts from the south-

ployed at all, and although reinforcemen
ern and eastern gates were brought up it is likely that these

parts of the city were
most that can be asse

that Santa Anna, at th
ber, must have had under his co

Seott in his official repo
in the two days of Septem
garrison of Mixcoac (then

not wholly denuded of troops. The
rted with any degree of confidence 18
e close of the thirteenth of Septem-
mmand, including his cav

, twice as many men as Scott.

The latter doubtless persistently overestimated the nu-
merical force of his opponent; but he was able to state, with
y, the Mexican losses. Sum-

at least approximate accurac I
ming up the results of his campaign in the valley of Mexico,

he declared that—
. the whole Mexican army, of (at the

« this small force has beaten .
beginning) thirty-odd thousand men—posted, always, in chosen post

in the appendix to his Apelacion al buen
eye-witnesses are 10 be found in Ripley, 1L, 498-445; Wileox, 460-486;
cock, 303-307; Semmes, 457-466; Quitman, I, 367-391. See also Roa
cena, 490-511; Apuntes para la Historia de la Guerra, 317-333.

1 Seott’s Report; Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 1 sess,, 384,
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of the twelfth and thirteenth of September. It was obvious
that, being threatened both at Chapultepec and the San An-
tonio gate, he could not venture to leave either unguarded;
and although Bravo complained that he had been- left at
Chapultepec without adequate support, he seems to have
had as many troops as could man the works about the palace
without getting in each other’s way. The real causes of
defeat were the utter demoralization of the Mexican army,
officers included,! and the hopeless inefficiency and lack of

enterprise of their cavalry.

Tn spite of the condition of his army Santa Anna was not
yet ready to abandon the contest. To do so at that time
must have seemed to him an abandonment of all hope for his
own future; and if Mexico was to be ultimately forced to
yield, he would let some one else bear the responsibility of
surrender. For a few hours he was even possessed of the
delusion that the capital might be regained.

His first idea, after arriving with his beaten troops ab
Guadalupe Hidalgo, was to endeavor by a rapid movement
to overwhelm the small American garrison at Puebla, and
by interposing between Scott and the sea to strike a dan-
gerous and possibly fatal blow at the invading army. The
plan, if Santa Anna’s information was correct, Was not
without prospects of success. He expected to find in or
near Puebla over three thousand national guards and guer-

rilleros. He therefore sent General Alvarez with all the
men under his command—now only gix hundred in num-
ber—by way of Texcoco and Texmeltican, while Santa Anna
himself, with two thousand horse and four light field-pieces,
 get out by the plains of Apam and Tlaxcala. The union of
these forces would bring 5,700 men into line at Puebla, with
which to attack an American force of less than 2,200, includ-
ing the sick. Besides, it was not unreasonable to expect
recruits from the population of Puebla itself. Santa Anna
therefore lost no time. He directed ex-President Herrera to

i The officers, says Grant, would “simply quit, without being partictﬂal'ly
whipped, but because they had fought enough.”—(Ibid., 169.)
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the principal alcalde, urging the people of Mexico to pre-
serve the peace. Santa Anna at once sent Veramendi an
indignant letter, expressing astonishment at what he called
a shameful and unpatriotic act, and threatening him and
the other members of the ayuntamiento with all the pen-
alties of treason for daring to discourage the citizens “who
rightly defend their homes, their daughters and their wives."!

On the next morning, Thursday, September 16, Pacheco

and Alcorta, the SQecretaries of Relations and War, arrived
ot Guadalupe, and at their instance, or at least with their
concurrence, Santa Anna issued a decree dated that day, in
which he resigned his office as President of the republic, on
the ground that it was necessary to continue the war af all
hazards, and it was not proper to expose the chief magistrate
to its risks. He further, by virtue (as he asserted) of the
extraordinary pOWers conferred on him by Congress, di-
rected the president of the Supreme Court of Justice to dis-
charge the duties of President, associating with himself Gen-
erals Alcorta and Herrera, who were to reside at Queréta
until Congress should otherwise direct. Santa Anna then
resumed his march for Puebla, where he arrived on the
afternoon of September 21.

The American garrison left by Scott at Puebla when be
marched for the valley of Mexico consisted, as e
Jated, of only 393 effectives, with about 1,800 invalids, all
under the command of Colonel Thomas Childs, of the regular
army. They were expected to hold this important poink
upon Seott’s line of communications, to keep in order a €ify
of some eighty thousand inhabitants and to guard & depot
of valuable supplies.

The city of Puebla, built upon a plain more than sevel
thousand feet above the sea, near the eastern base of the

ot volcanoes which guard the valley of Mexico, wasno 4
for its multitude of churches, its wide and _
and its large number of old solidly built Spanish houses
On the north and east sides of the city runs & streall

1 Santa Anna's report in A
correspondence with Veramendi is at pp. 131-133.
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Mexican revolutions,” and relatively little injury was done
to the garrison. Many of the sick had so far recovered as
to be able to bear arms, but Childs could only count on
about five hundred fighting men, and the necessity of con-
stant watchfulness was extremely wearing to the limited
number of effectives.
Such was the state of affairs on September 21, when
Santa Anna and his men reached Puebla. As they were
mostly cavalry equipped with short-range carbines, they were
not much better fitted than Rea’s guerrilleros to assault
the American posts, but Santa Anna’s artillery, if properly
handled, might have made some impression. Santa Anna,
however, had no better success than Rea. But on Sep-
tember 25, he sent in a formal summons to Colonel Childs,
warning him that he was now in face of an army of eight
thousand men, and offering to permit him to march out with
the honors of war, a demand which Childs at once refused,
stating that he felt “fully confident” of being able to main-
tain his post. And for the next week the same sort of feeble
and unorganized attacks upon the American posts went on,
without any advantage to the Mexican arms.

But on the first day of October Santa Anna, having re-
ceived news of the approach of an American military train
with a strong escort from Vera Cruz and Jalapa, left Rea
in the city with a few guerrilleros to continue the siege, al
started with the rest of his men to meet these new enemies.
He had only got as far as Amozoc, eleven miles from Puebla,
when the national guards of Puebla began deserting in such

numbers that Santa Anna feared his whole foree would

be dissipated, and he therefore sent back to Puebla al
the remaining local troops, together with the whole of
Alvarez’s small body of Oaxaca infantry and a portion of
his cavalry. With his remaining troops Santa Anna ad-
vanced through the pass of El Pinal as far as Nopalican,

having with him at this time, according to his own account;

o little more than a thousand cavalry and six light field-

pieces.
The village of Nopaltcan is distant somewhat more thal

. and leaving the six pieces of artille

- men, with eight pieces of artillery
)

| fpatched with a brigade made

e
g h with some guerrilleros
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