
CHAPTER XLVIII 

MEXICO-FINAL APTURE OF THE CITY OF 
THE C MILITARY OPERATIOXS 
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ures, well elevated above the level of the marshes they tra
\'ersed. Down the middle of ea{:h ran an aqueduct, the 
city's water supply, which rested upan open arches and mas-
SÍ\'e pillars of masonry, and aff orded, said Scott, "fine points 
both for attack and defence." The arches were perhaps of 
four or five f eet span, and the columns four feet thick; so 
that, while aff ording sorne cover, the arches could not shelter 
many men at one time. It is a1so to be noted that vehicles 
on one roadway could not generally turn off onto the other. 
There were, however, certain places at which wider arched 
openings had been provided for this purpose. 

Worth, pushing along northerly with his artillery on the 
westerly roadway of the Calzada de la Verónica, found one 
such turnout about twelve hundred yards from the north
east comer of the Chapultepec enclosure. Here he halted, 
~ over Duncan's battery to the easterly side of the 
aqueduct, and sent it, with the light battalion in support, 
along a road that branched off toward the east. This 
branch road ran only as far as a point known as the Hacienda 
de la Teja; but from there Duncan was able to shell a bat
tery on the Calzada de Belén, which was endeavoring t-0 
clieck Quitman's advance. 

While halted at this point,1 Worth was overtaken by three 
riuadrons of dragoons and Clarke's brigade, 2 and the whole 
force again advanced northwardly along the causeway, with 
llrties of inf antry thrown out upan the marshy meadows on 
either side. There was sorne resistance near the junction 
tith the San Cosmé road-a point referred to in the Mexi
ran accounts as Santo Tomás-where a redoubt had been 
~ up. The redoubt and sorne houses near by were 
tJly held by infantry, and the defenders were driven out 
l'ithout much difficulty. Here Worth halted once more to 
~,g&ruze his column before attempting the San Cosmé 
Cite. A part of his leading troops had, however, already 

.;!_,,oran hour and a half, according to one authority, who severely blames •~for the delay.-(Stevens, 101.) 

~ne aixth infantry, forming a part OÍ Clarke's bri~e, had gone astray after 
.~ of Chapultepec and joined Quitman's column, with which it re--.i the rest oí the <lay. 
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gone half-way down the road toward the gate, and had THE CAPTURE OF THE CITY o 
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Quitman here halted to reorganize his column and make 
preparations for the attack on the batteries at the garita. 
The South Carolina regiment of volunteers, armed with 
muskets and bayonets, and the rifle regiment of Smith's 
brigade, who had no bayonets, were intermingled-three 
rifles and three bayonets being placed under each arch of the 
aqueduct. In this order, the two regiments were to lead 
the attack by advancing from arch to arch; and in this man
ner they pressed forward under "a tremendous fue of ar
tillery and small arms from the batteries at the garita, the 
Paseo, and a large body of the enemy on the Piedad road." 1 

Santa Anna himself had retreated to the garita of Belén 
after the fall of Chapultepec and had supervised the ar
rangements for its defence. He brought up four pieces of 
artillery which had been previously so placed as to command 
the Piedad road, and he posted in support of the guns vari
ous detachments, made up partly from the troops who had 
guarded the roads near Chapultepec and partly from 
troops who had been held in reserve in the citadel. These 
parties were in addition to the regular garrison of the garita 
under General Terrés, which numbered less than two hun
dred men with three four-pounder guns. Having made 
these dispositions, Santa Anna next went to the garita rl 
San Cosmé, but he failed to designate any one of tbe severa! 
generals near Belén to command the defences at tbat poin\ 
-an omission which seems to have caused confusion. 

As the American column slowly gained ground along di 
Belén causeway the Mexican troops suff ered severely from 
the fire of the rifles. A part of their infantry, which had 
been engaged at Chapultepec, and which Terrés bad con
sidered as his reserve, fell back without notice to him. Tbe 
garita itself was being badly knocked about by Quitman's 
artillery, and the small force at the garita, now reduced! ac
cording to Terrés, to less than eighty men, was demoralized. 
sta.tement does not accord with the evidence of Worth (in bis report) « 
Stevens (in bis Campaigns) or witb the maps of tbe locality. 

1 The Paseo here referred to wa.s a road running north from the Belén pJI 
through what wa.s then open country. It was called by the Me~cans tht 
Paseo Nuevo or Paseo de Bucareli¡ and is now the Calle de Bucareli. 
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0 
in Gourock. p~

Bj.:l.Ck Jcster, who hae IIO'lf JU tii.ree Be1COIICla in foll? · 1lmer va1JMd by &bln~~i>oxh.111, and bree!' by llaJor of Istria M Por.t' 
e.t~

1
P~Bg, ~d Sir~ .. ~•• co~~ Jlit,, to ~~;:b,~d~ ~g ~Effr.BJ;,!, to 1 aca& 8imOII &,rr, 6 astem ol Istria, t \ 

tona .. ut 1t wae "wueo~•IIIIQII, ae a -epened Won ~ • length and 1, half; lhree lengtha bet,,_ aeoond h.ad a bea.t acrosa U 
that By Goorgel nefwlJ~ io ltlOitlor Cap- _;!~hlan. Poppl9'<>D wutourtb, .801&1 Bo&d llflh, 111d Golden her le.ad, and ftrrt.he 

~n ~orootllerl_d• e.ni:_~,':'l~~nm· ~~d GREAT WEST RIDTWíl HANDICAP of l270 complete the fina rom.i 
~ron s o 1 'il,:f wua - p-... - • 1¡ m11e. • ing the eooond round, 
lle fu]ly justified tbM -=ti ., by mnniae Íll ";OO Lord Ellesmere'a b e ltLETN fONl'EIN, by Klnr'a Courter- times. Istria cloeed ur, 
"f; 111<J-..:-t a.:J - K!lpsprlnger, 1 yn,, 8at-5 .. •• .. •. (Jel1111) l 
e¡cyle from Black J~, _,.,,.._ ...._ llr. Re!d Wa.l.ker'• b r Jack Saw, 4 yro, s~ .. (B. CrJsp) 2 ka.der as they ~ • 

~o doubt the WÍDJlt!l'h·'- ~=ofved.._~ ~ Ja&e, (Wlnller tralned by l. Da~':ier~~ Newmarke\, ud bred by ,No change to<,1 pi 
hlLt one oould not ""11 ..,. illív- hlll Beltlng~2 to 1 on ltLEINFONTEill. Pamela was 'l[ -
win }\'l,)'S to Aldfoni, ••• Jea~ - Won by ten lengtha. Detail.: a ' 
~,e him lOlb and W lüm m a O&IIJklr bj .faar JUVENILE SELLJNG PT,ATE of .t:137: winner to r.a".i ror y~. a S , ~~~~s~ h l.ooRth.s. Hr. Ooeen'I b r BUBECULA, by Willlam Bufua'.,lwnag,e etMn<4 -Úl t e 

,Thoro is E.ttle ll> GC1d -;,c. die t'6!llaDICW ol-tle est-7 .. .. .. .. •. •• .. •• (JollaÍ 1 d'''f 
. Q , n . ...;.J. "-• 8li1ill ---'--- , Mr. 11. l"lrlh'I ch f WlSTOW, Sat,-7 •• (P. 'hmplema.n) 1 J rom the 

rarung. uoon 8 .,._ ~ ~- lrJ8JMlr Hr. 1'9coá'a G b)'GA..LLOPING LAD-U>VJl:WPlLL. P,q, - ' 
tu.rnod out by Leww. ~•a hall--. el By ,T ..... s were also at-
o I d sh 

)(i J,. Fúth ID ..:..1.. , )Ir. O. IDller'e lf&lmo, Bst•ll .. •• _ , · 
oorgo 3Jl e gnve • .., -..m. Mr, s. Loata' Maeier ~dOl!lid, Set-U ~·· d. Anna "to disl d 

íhe ~fomoors' Welmr l'Jfe.. ,'moro~gen 111111 wa. Mr. V. Thompaon'a C by Sbeoll-Quarnlll : , • 0 ge 
cicd aocording to ~e~ Id he m onJy a iaan Mr w. ~ .. Mr. Soot L&- &11 , of Morelia and other 
horso, a.nd llw8 forni aa., - aÍlke him oai -, ha ,re: t.,~~~°};~b~t7 

llsl,2• ' 
mnr.h good. · · '1&JCM" w~•• C:Ollaron, 8!t-7 · J:n Crit · A 

S d: 
. f no..,;.,.., ......... n.. in Ch....,___ of ,Mr. ~bar\ 5 c., by Mlznna-Ei,;\ef . erw, pp., 117. Terrés was 

un i.wn 1s o n...., ....-.1 ----.,. • 51b apyrentioe aa- ,eral Michelto f C . · 
Tho Angel ~Ian. Ria lllCél!III ~s &fternoan maa. tw1mw ln,Jned by . M°:j..,,'. tltted -(Roa B rena, o ahfornia fame, 
hill third suce.ossi.ve wiq-~ Ja&ndioe,pe, and in lihla Bettlng~ to 1 .uh ~' • árcena, 494.) 
caso hls woigh.t inclu&h 71b pen.lty •. '1- la •~oi! :~=~ 6orto.lf 
nothing like followintr W- tha.t ~ W'lllllDII llld ,~ ,h!rd. i;,1.,i.¡r N¡• , . -_ _._=..a. _..,, i..;u __ ,:i.... , rth, Ma.lmo mt'h 
koop on win.nmg. It ~ rr•- '-'.""'""' ~ atiok- i'P~••n. '. ,.., r 
ing to tJioee which 8" -1• Pll8 tb1- 1tin l,ut . he. wl~ 

""llADQP\ 
:mroly or nover do so. -L.. .a.......,a "!' ·u &-'♦ 

To-morrow Lin~ ~ ~,,_ """"' 1ie a 
highly intcresting allC1 ~ ~. llld 1 
hope the weathor will ~A.6!,1!_ ttle 

stak<lll eioeed 18,~ --• ....,,,, 

t 

' 1 



558 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO 

Quitman here halted to reorganize his column and make 
preparations for the attack on the batteries at the garita. 
The South Carolina regiment of volunteers, armed with 
muskets and bayonets, and the rifle regiment of Smith's 
brigade, who had no bayonets, were intermingled-three 
rifles and three bayonets being placed under each arch of the 
aqueduct. In this order, the two regiments were to lead 
the attack by advancing from arch to arch; and in this man
ner they pressed forward under "a tremendous fue of ar
tillery and small arms from the batteries at the garita, the 
Paseo, and a large body of the enemy on the Piedad road." 1 

Santa Anna himself had retreated to the garita of Belén 
after the fall of Chapultepec and had supervised the ar
rangements for its def ence. He brought up four pieces of 
artillery which had been previously so placed as to command 
the Piedad road, and he posted in support of the guns vari
ous detachments, made up partly from the troops who had 
guarded the roads near Chapultepec and partly from 
troops who had been held in reserve in the citadel. These 
parties were in addition to the regular garrison of the garita 
under General Terrés, which numbered less than two hun
dred men with three four-pounder guns. Having made 
these dispositions, Santa Anna next went to the garita of 
San Cosmé, but he failed to designate any one of the severa! 
generals near Belén to command the defences at that point 
-an omission which seems to have caused confusion. 

A!3 the American column slowly gained ground along the 
Belén causeway the Mexican troops suff ered severely from 
the fue of the rifles. A part of their infantry, which bad 
been engaged at Chapultepec, and which Terrés had con
sidered as his reserve, fell back without notice to him. Tbe 
garita itself was being badly knocked about by Quitman's 
artillery, and the small force at the garita, now reduced! ac
cording to Terrés, to less than eighty men, was demoralized. 

statement does not accord with the evidence of Worth (in his report) or rl 
Stevens (in his Campaigns) or with the maps of the locality. 1 

1 The Paseo here referred to was a road running north from the Belén ~ 
through what was then open country. It was called by the Me~cans 
Paseo Nuevo or Paseo de Bucareli; and is now the Calle de Bucareli. 
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Terrés, therefore ah d . th hi , an oned the garita tak. his . 
~ m and f alling back to th . ' mg artillery 
nunutes past one Quitman's c 1 e c1tadel and at twenty 

About thl'ee hundred d ofumn entered the gate. ·a f h yar s urther on 
SI e o t e street was th ·t d 1 , upon the north 
south side of the' street ia:\t e . r1 little f~ther, on the 
of the Colegio de la~ M ;chas de ie:-and anc1ent building 
women, and af terward the t . then a workhouse for 
wise the ground immediatef;e:tk~~ of th~ capital. Other
the American troops were with e gan~a wa.s open, and 
as was aff orded by the garita it~~t f ;otect10n except such 
duct, and the intrenchments whi h, h J ~rches of the aque
the Mexicans. To adva f c a een thrown up by 
impossible, and for the re::in~he;- t:as soon found to be 
and his men were reduced to hol~~ e a~ternoon Quitman 
to the ground they had lr d . g on with dogged energy 

S a ea y gamed 
anta Anna learned at San C . 

of Belén. With three batt li osm~ of the loss of the garita 
the citadel and sent ord a ons o regulars he hurried to 
of the city to join him. ~~ /º the troop~ on the east side 
man's men were co . eac ed the c1tadel just as Quit-
dr · mmg past the · t 

iven back to shelter by th fi f gªn a, and they were 
ments. Here Santa Ann et rTe o anta Anna's reinforce-
th f 

a me errés "Blind . 
e ormer wrote "I t k him · with rage" 

his ' s ruc two o thr · ' sword and his insirni f nk r ee times, ordered 
declaring him to be º a o ra to be taken from him-
had 

an unworthy se t f . 
overwhelmed him with kindn 1;,an ° a nat10n which 

der arrest. Terrés was t b ess, and ordered him un-
From this time h o e Santa Anna's scapegoat.1 

n?<>n until almost ~~e ªf:t~ut. two o'clock in the after
direct command kept , t edxicans under Santa Anna's 
· up a s ea y fi f rtill c1tadel, from the batte . h re o a ery from the 
e 1,,~·A nes on t e p o"'1fw de las Moch~ A aseo, and from the 
tempted. "I endeav~red ,,number of sorties were also at-
the enemy with the acti;e :ri:iantafAMnna, ."to dislodge 

on o oreha and other 
1 Santa Anna.'s R rt duly tried b · ~po ' A pelacwn al buen Criterio A 

acting as hlay a military tribunal, General Michel~re pp., 117 .. Terr~ was 
advocate, and was acquitted -(R B na, of California fe.me 

· oa árcena, 494.) ' 


