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The palace, conforming to the general trend of the ridge,
faces a little to the east of south. About it, on all sides, is a
terrace of irregular shape and varying width, which is in
part cut out of the rock and in part built up and supported
by massive retaining walls, At the easterly end, where the
rock was originally higher than elsewhere, a second and
higher platform exists, formed by cutting off the summit of
the hill at a level some fifteen or twenty feet above the prin-
cipal terrace. At the time of the American invasion access
to the palace was gained by a zigzag road or ramp cut along
the southerly face of the rock. Starting at the foot of the
ridge at the point nearest the city, the road mounted to the
lower or principal terrace with one sharp turn about half-
Way up.

The less precipitous slopes of the hill of Chapultepec and
8 good deal of the land about its base were covered by a
noble grove of venerable cypresses; and the hill and grove,
together with some leve] open ground on the west, were en-
closed to form a rude and neglected park, the forerunner of
the beautiful pleasure-grounds which now delight the visitor
to the city of Mexico. Around three sides of this enclosure
there existed in 1847 high park walls, capable of offering a
serious obstacle to infantry. From east to west the walls
on each side ran nearly parallel to each other, and were about
fifteen hundred yards, or over three-quarters of a mile, in
length. At the eastern end the enclosure was irregular in
shape, and narrowed down to about a hundred and fity
yards

The western end of the enclosure was formed by a range
ofsubstantial stone buildings nearly a quarter of a mile long,
which were collectively known as the Molino del Rey, or

ing’s Mill. These buildings in the time of the Spaniards
88d been used, the southern end as a flour-mill, the northern
#d 85 & powder-mill; but at some later period a part of the

- Wuildings had been occupied by a cannon foundry.
. Vhapultepec, with itg rock, its enclosure, and its solid

- 118, constituted a military position which was evidently

miidable by nature, and was reported to have been forti-
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a movement of large bodies of Mexican troops north of the
Chapultepec enclosure was plainly visible from the roof of

the Archbishop’s Palace. Worth, who observed the move-
ment with Scott, was of opinion that the intention of the
Mexican commander w

as to bring on a general engagement,
and advised an immediate attack, before the Mexican prep-

arations were complete, - Scott thought differently, The
enemy’s movement, he told W orth, was defensive merely,
and intended to protect the very valuable cannon-foundry
at the Molino del Rey. “Having heard,” as he said in his
official report, “that many church bells had been sent to
be cast into guns, the enemy’s movement was easily under-
stood,” and he therefore ordered Worth to make an attack
on the mill with his whole division that night, to take the
buildings, destroy the machinery, spike the guns, and return
0 camp the next morning.!
The ground had not yet been examined thoroughly, and

| Worth thought it wise to make 5 reconnoissance before the

| time came for complying with the order. The result may
best be stated in his own words:

“A close and daring reconnaissance, by Captain Mason of the en-
‘J gineers, made on the morning of the 7th, represented the enemy’s
1 lines collateral to Chapultepec to be as follows: His left rested upon
| and occupied a group of strong stone buildings, called El Molino del
. Bey, adjoining the grove at the foot of the hill of Chapultepee, and
irectly under the guns of the castle which Crowns its summit. The
tight of his line rested upon another stone building, called Casa Mata,
ituated at the foot of the ridge that slopes gradually from the heights
above the village of Tacubaya to the plain below. Midway between
: buildings was the enemy’s field battery, and his infantry forces
Wete disposed on either side of it. This reconnoissance was verified
by Captain Mason and Colonel Duncan, on the afternoon of the same
0y, The result indicated that the centre was the weak point of the
L femy’s position; and that his flanks were the strong points, his left
L being the stronger.” ?
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ing of Wednesday, the eighth, the several columns of troops

were in motion, “and when the gray of the morning enabled

them to be seen, they were ag accurately in position as if

posted in midday for review.”! The ground they occupied

was barren and uncultivated, forming, in fact, the northerly
~end of the hill back of Tacubaya on which stood the Arch-
bishop’s Palace. This

hill sloped down very gradually on
the northeast toward Chapultepee, and on the north toward
the Casa Mata. On the west of the ground occupied by
Worth’s command, a barranca or ravine, which was deep but
not impassable, forme

d an obstacle to the movement of cay-
dlry or artillery.  Almost the whole field of battle was within

distant range of the guns mounted on the terraces of the
palace of Chapultepec.
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" Worth’s Report; ibid., 363.

1§ quota of the d

thed to Worth’s division.




e —

!
i

il

———
- e T S —

’ ICO
532 THE UNITED STATES AND MEX

battalions of miscellaneous

Ra,ngel’S brigade, also of four 3 of the guard—-was sent

% : ine the grenadi . e
mfan.tl’ty ;:lencll;:t()izlng In addition, two regular battalions wer
to reinfor .

érez; and the
der General Pelezi an
i in the Casa Mata un g

Statmnffa; lilleld by General Simeon Raxrll)irffahmo v Whregaoselmkh;
Gentl‘i’ ns and a light battery. Thesei S - e ,a e
b'at:lalll;d been observed from Tacubday gt hgr e e
4 1 ere protected el '
n Tltiesl?i{xgoivi?egiag;ted or by maguey hedges and light
in whie

intrenchments.

Besides the forces above mentioned, the cavalry division
esides

as stationed
ur thousand strong, W
o fa(ies about a mile west of the Casa

i f Mor ; evening he
at the hacienda o erts that on Tuesday ey
Mata. Santa Anna assel‘tizl vance to a point “a little moe

Alvarez to a | by
g;We orfa?rfi()tr?-shot trom the Casa Mata” (which he pe
than a

< of the
lly pointed out) and to fall on the flank and rear
ally p

American troops

. 1 v
pOSim;ln wise g‘;ii:ma’s first dispositions, but on Tuesday
Such we

ith hi ness, he decided to make 1mpor
o ufl?:x;ngsiiﬁved reports to the eﬁe;;ot t}(])?t t;:
pom qhanges- k on the extreme southt?astem p‘rif A
caieesghomes ent, and without stopping to ;lre ci{y e
v e unllrrg:réd,Rangel’s brigade back t(()Si t lei 2 ,One
I?Rogs?ri:tioﬁs to return to Cénapéltzgfgl s;‘; : ;ijirre gz t 8
of i y er Ge _
Of;he gi??:ﬁn;azit&eaﬁ;sﬁ between Chapultepec and the
ordere

ﬁ a' )
.

e

i ican centre seem to have !oeen mov
o trOO};IS }nla?t? alfgk;g:?ed in front of the 1\{[(;1130 del Rey,
bty eerasa Mata remained entirely isola es;mtaAnns
oy the’ lock the next morning{ before da.wn,or o
Avagclll : ?uf'ther reports confirming the rum
recel

Santﬂ' 'An'ua 8 Ilepolb Oi IIOE 4 12! 18 li ’ A‘IIEIGCMJ lalbu‘eu E I! 1 i
Whlch t.he fOlegoulg Swmments as to the hlexlmn fOICES are taken‘

2 [bid., 109.

the moment an attack on the Mexican .

MOLINO DEL REY -

American attack was to be del
part of the city, and he at once
talions to join him at what he
spot. When he himself arrived there everything was quiet,
and the five battalions were directed to return to the Molino
del Rey. They duly set out for their posts, but both they
and Santa Anna arrived after the battle was
Early on Wednesday morning, as soon as the swift
tropical dawn enabled the American gunners to see their
mark, Captain Huger’s two twenty-four-pounders opened
on the Molino de] Rey. Almost at the same moment the
assaulting party began to move forward. Only about ten
rounds had been fired from each of the two guns when the
assaulting party had reached the front of the buildings of
the Molino del Rey, and, moving swiftly and steadily on,
they drove back the Mexican troops in the field and capt-
wred their guns under a heavy fire from the troops directly
assailed, as well as from those posted in the buildings. Up-
der this heavy and concentrated fire, the American advance
Was presently checked; the men began falling back; the capt-
wred guns were abandoned; and Smith’s light battalion with
ialf of Cadwalader’s brigade were sent forward to their sup-
port.  As Cadwalader advanced, and the small assaulting
tolumn retreated, leaving their dead and severely wounded
anthe ground, a Mexican battalion from Chapultepec sallied
| 0t fo reoccupy the ground, and murdered all but, two of the
erican wounded.!

But just before this repulse of the American assaulting
tolumn Garland’s brigade on the right had begun an attack
‘W the south end of Molino de] Rey itself. Thus with the
Einforcements sent forward to sustain the centre, and the
“vance of Garland, the whole of the American right and
(e0tre and half of the reserve were engaged in a desperate
Sigele; and for 5 time, which nobody attempted to esti-

ivered on the southeastern
sent orders for the five bat-
regarded as the threatened

over.

iers with great enthusiasm left the recovered artillery in the
sl ushed forward making a frightful havoe of the as-
i ago horroroso en los asallantes) and came actually to

Fithin musket, shot, of the enemy’s line of battle.”—(A punies para la Historia
Guerra, 295.)
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mate, a doubtful battle was waged—the Mexicans Vigor
ously defending the buildings, and the Americans gradually
pushing forward up to the very walls and endeavoring o
break down the gates and doors. At length the southern:
most gate was dashed in by Garland’s infantry, and the as-
sailants poured into the yard.! At almost the same moment
the northwestern gate was forced and in a few minutes the
buildings were taken; the Mexicans retreating toward Cha-
n of nearly seven hundred men,

pultepec, with the exceptio
whose retreat was cut off and who surrendered within the

buildings.
Meanwhile the left wing of Worth’s force had been heaviy
engaged in what was n fact an independent action. The

American officers had all failed to perceive the
midable character of the works of the Casa Mata, and Worth
had confidently ordered an advance against it as soon as the
attack had fairly begun on the right. After a brief cannon-
ade from Duncan’s battery, an assault was attempted which

carried Clarke’s brigade up to the v
but the Mexican fire was 00 SeVere,
n disorder upon Duncan’s
while the assault on the Casa Mata was in progress, i 4
contest with the Mexican cavalry.
When Clarke’s brigade advanced in front of the position
of Duncan’s guns, the latter’s fire on the Casa Mata had
necessarily ceased. Bub just at this moment the gunners
caught sight of the cavalry division of Alvarez advancing
toward the ravine. Accompanied by a part of Cadwaladers
brigade, which had been sent to its support when the assault
on the Casa Mata was ordered, the battery was rushed tothe

extreme left of the American line, near the edge of the bar

ranca, and as Alvarez came within canister range _
oke the sqt
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rons and drove them back in disorder.”
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customary doubt. The most careful of the Mexican his-
forians, gathering his information from various sources
and personal recollection, estimates the infantry force en-
gaged at 4,000 rank and file; besides the cavalry division
of Alvarez, which he estimates at 3,000 men, although
Santa Anna stated it at 4,000.! In addition, the artillery
posted at the palace of Chapultepec took a part in the
combat, though distant and ineffectual. Worth reported
that the Mexicans were commanded by Santa Anna in
person and that their numbers exceeded 14,000; and his
estimate of the Mexican strength seems to have been
generally concurred in by the American officers present,
who based their judgment on personal observation, on the
extent of the lines oceupied, and on the severity of the fire.
No doubt Worth’s figures were much exaggerated; but it
also seems probable that the Mexican estimate of 4,000
infantry is too low. Taking everything into account, it
it s likely that their total force present on the field, includ-
ing the cavalry, may have amounted to 9,000 or 10,000,
or considerably more than double Worth's numbers.

As for the Mexican losses, it is hard to form even a plausi-
ble conjecture as to their killed and wounded, though the
total must have been considerable.? The prisoners taken
numbered 685, including 53 commissioned officers,® and it
Wwould appear that the desertions from the scattered forces
Were exceedingly numerous. It is, perhaps, not far from the
truth to say that the Mexicans on this day lost from all
tauses, including desertion, one-half of the infantry ac-

. tually engaged. The losses in their cavalry must have

been trifling,

The leaders on both sides were the subject of severe criti-
Gsm. Santa Anna, in his usual fashion, endeavored to make
d8cape-goat of Alvarez, whom he accused of incapacity and
®wardice in failing to charge the American left while it
'Roa Béreena

, Invasion Norte-Americana, 427. This author, it is to be

OUEd, asserts that Santa Anna withdrew many more men than he was willing
admit during the night of September 7.

*“No hallo dato alguno digno de Jé."—(Roa Bércena, 445.)
¥ Inspector-General’s Report, Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 430,




