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nt victories, when our troops were at the
was completely in our power, the Mexican

rejected your liberal offers, but have in-
the acceptance of which would

“ After a series of brillia

gates of the capital, and it
government have not only

sulted our country by proposing terms
degrade us in the eyes of the World, and be justly condemned by the

whole American people. They must attribute our liberality to fear,
or they must take courage from our supposed political divisions.”

also dwelt on the mode of conducting the war.
rted—and with some justice—had war been
g in such a manner. Fair or even
been paid for supplies. Private
gacred. Famishing Mexican sol-
ds bound up. In returt,

Buchanan
Never, he asse
levied by invading force
extravagant prices had
property had been held
diers had been fed and their woun
American citizens had been murdere
tilated by bands of savage guerillas; and Mexican officers

and soldiers alike had habitually violated their parole

«Those paroled at Vera Cruz have fought against us b

Cerro Gordo; and those paroled at Cerro Gordo have doubts
s of the enemy in the battles so glorious

Jess been in the rank
to our arms at and near the City of Mexico.”

In conclusion it was stated that the President believed
Trist’s continued presence with the army was likely to do
more harm than good, and he was therefore directed t0
return home by the first safe opportunity. NO other offer
to treat would be made 0 the Mexican government. They

must first sue for peace.
«What terms the President may be wi
pend upon the future events of the war, and the amount of th.e pre

cious blood of our fellow citizens and the treasure which shall in
mean time have been expended. Should the Mexican governm

desire hereafter to open

their overtures will be im
commanding general, where they

tion of the President.””*
no doubt that the Presi

lling to grant them will de-

mediately transmitted to Washington
will receive the prompt €0

There can be
States and his cabin
were most sincerely

1 Buchanan

anxious for peace. They were Wi
to Trist, Oct. 6, 1847; ibid., 91.

d, and their bodies mu-,

negotiations, or t0 propose terms peace;
by the
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ared that these inevitable diffi-

uld be extraordinarily enhanced
ad been for years the normal

method of overturning unpopular administrations. Every
act of every government in that unhappy country Wwas
necessarily conditioned by the fear of what the other reve-
lutionary elements might attempt. It was always to be
assumed that numbers of men were on the watch for any
hopeful pretext o revolt. But a revolt, by its very nat-
ure, excluded deliberation or discussion of any kind—

In Mexico it was to be fe
culties in the way of peace WO
from the fact that mutiny h

or discussion. A “cry” was all any oppo-
and no better “cry” could be asked

a proposal to dismember the national

even newspap
sition leader needed,
for than that which
territory would afford.
Now what the American administration seemed to expect
was that the Mexicans, after being utterly crushed, should
themselves formulate and transmit to Washington such
terms of peace as might be acceptable to the conqueror:
Obviously, such an expectation was unreasonable. No coi
quered government, however powerful at home, could have

ventured to propose the conditions of its own humiliation oF
do more than accept those dictated to it. The most thatit
could do would be to yield to demands which were backed

Tt could never be e

by a demonstrably irresistible force.
pected to formulate terms of surrender, and the weaker the
government the less was to be expected of it

nt of the

There were several courses Openl to the governme
United States. Thus it might perhaps have been well 0
Lalion ne survivra pas au] i
craint.”! —(Mémoires de |
6, 1813.) Much to the same eff
the Austrian am
10, 259.)

un soldat parvenu.  Ma domir
fort, e, par conséquent, d'ére
count of interview of June 2
leon’s remarks to Schwartzenberg,
April 9, 1813.—(Rose, The Life of Napoleon I,

in 1847. In both t

there was for some time 2 doubt
ment could be established with which peace might be made.

conqueror demanded territorial concessions. But Bismarck never for 8
moment suggested that Thiers or the Government of National Defence S
formulate the terms of peace. Those terms, he said, he would state
whenever he was satisfied the French agents were ready and able to

bargain.

as to whether a sufficiently
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