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Scott, therefore, being possessed of a perfectly honest
and sincere desire to end the war, was fully persuaded that
Santa Anna, in offering to receive Trist, was actuated by
the same honest wish for peace. It is true that Scott’s
ready assumption of candor and good faith on the part of
his adversary did little credit to his knowledge of Santa,
Anna’s character and history. From the date of the two
treaties with the Texans in 1836 every act of Santa Anna’s
life showed that his promises were not to be relied upon
for one single moment, and that he was ready to betray any
individual or violate any pledge which stood in the path of
his ambition. But Scott was too eager to be critical. Be-
sides being the general in command of g victorious army, he
was also a conspicuous candidate for the Presidency of the
United States, and all his acts and hopes at this period of his
career were colored and affected by his desire for political
success; and it cannot be doubted that in dealing with the
Mexican government he had his own personal fortunes con-
stantly in mind, and believed they would be advanced as
much or more by the early signature of a treaty of peace as
they could be by any further military advantages he might
gain,

Military conditions, however, were not entirely forgotten
in Scott’s calculations. He had thus far been astonishingly
Successful at Vera Cruz, at Cerro Gordo, at Contreras, and
at Churubusco, but his army was weakened by disease and
the casualties of battle. A few more victories such as that
of Churubusco might be equivalent to the destruetion of his
army, and he may very well have welcomed an opportunity
10 escape the unavoidable risks of further attacks upon forti-
fieations held by forces immensely superior in numbers to his
0wn. In his autobiography he touches upon these military
Teasons. “If we had proceeded,” he wrote, “to assault the
by by daylight our loss would have been dangerously great,
and if a little later in the night, the slain, on the other side,
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including men, women, and children, would have been
frightful, because if the assailants stopped to make prisoners
before occupying all the strongholds, they would soon become
prisoners themselves.”! The validity of these military rea-
sons was seriously doubted by some of Scott’s principal
officers, but at least 1t may be said they were of a nature
which, as Scott entertained them, were a sufficient justifica-

tion for his action.
Writing to the War Department at the time to explain
and defend his acts, Scott reviewed his situation and stated

his motives as follows:

“ After so many victories, we might, with but little additional loss,
have occupied the capital the same evening. But Mr. Trist, commis-
sioner, &c., as well as myself, had been admonished by the best friends
of peace—intelligent neutrals and some American residents—against
precipitation; lest, by wantonly driving away the government and
others—dishonored—we might scatter the elements of peace, excite 8
spirit of national desperation, and thus indefinitely postpone the hope
of accommodation. Deeply impressed with this danger; and remem-
bering our mission—to conquer a peace—the army very cheerfully
sacrificed to patriotism—to the great wish and want of our country—
the éclat that would have followed an entrance—sword in hand—into
a great capital. Willing to leave something to this republic—of no
immediate value to us—on which to rest her pride, and to recover
temper—]I halted our victorious corps at the gates of the city (at
least for a time), and have them now cantoned in the neighboring
villages, where they are well sheltered and supplied with all necessaries.

“On the morning of the 21st, being about to take up battering or
assaulting positions, to authorize me to summon the city to surrender,
or to sign an armistice with a pledge to enter at once into negotiations

t to propose a truce. Rejecting its

for peace—a mission came OU
lated note to President Santa Anna

terms, 1 despatched my contemp
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Scott, Mr. Louis Hargous must have been one.
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situation or what diplomatic advantages might be gained
from the fact of Santa Anna’s begging for time.

What Scott, according to his own report, had determined
to do was to write to Santa Anna summoning the city, but
at the same time offering, as an alternative, to sign an
armistice on receiving a “pledge” to negotiate for peace.
This might have been well enough on Friday night; but on
Saturday morning, after the Mexican government had itself
made overtures for a suspension of hostilities, much higher
ground might very naturally have been taken. Scott, how-
ever, as & reply to Mora’s proposals, merely weakened the
document he had already prepared by omitting the demand
for a surrender of the city, and in that form it was sent off
to Santa Anna.

This imprudent, but highly characteristic letter which,
having been composed the night before, contained no hint
whatever of Mora’s mission, and no reference to the written
communications of Bankhead and Pacheco, ran as follows:

“Too much blood has already been shed in this unnatural war be-
tween the two great republics of this continent. It is time that the
differences between them should be amicably and honorably
Your excellency knows that there is with this army & commissioner
on the part of the United States invested with plenary powers f0 that
end. In order to open the way for the two republics to enter into
negotiations, I desire to execute, on reasonable terms, a short armistice.

T await with impatience until to-morrow morning for an answer
to this communication; but in the meantime I will take and occupy
such positions without the capital as I may consi
shelter and convenience of this army.” !

Seott’s apparently spontaneous expression of & wish 10
stop fighting was, of course, precisely what the Mexican
quthorities must have hoped for; and the reference to 80
“ynnatural”’ war was otill more to their taste.
Anna, therefore, at once replied through his Secretary o
War, in language which, by its singularly insolent tone, We8
well calculated to gratify the Mexican newspapers.

1 8en. Doe. 52, 30 Cong,, 1 sess., 308.
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who acted as American secretary and interpreter, “ disputing
with our opponents, about the wording of a few articles, to
the precise phraseology of which, Sefior Mora, who did all
the talking on the Mexican side, attached great importance.”
But at length the agreement was completed and ratified,
with some amendments, by the commanding generals on
both sides, and was published on Tuesday, the twenty-fourth
of August.'

In the form finally approved, the paper provided that
there should be an immediate cessation of all hostilities
within thirty leagues of the capital, “for the purpose of en-
abling the government of Mexico to take into consideration
the propositions which the Commissioner on the part of the
President of the United States of America has to make®
The armistice was to continue during the period of negoti-
ations, or until forty-eight hours’ notice from either party
to the other. No new fortifications were to be begun; old
works were not to be enlarged or strengthened; neither army
was to be reinforced, nor to advance “beyond the line it a
present occupies”; provisions were to be allowed to enter
the city; and the American army Was to be free to obfain
supplies from city or country. Prisoners were t0 be ex
changed. In places occupied by American {ro0ps, the local
administration of justice as between Mexican citizens Wi
not to be interrupted, and private property was to be re
spected.

Scott had thus yielded everything and had obtained noth-
ing. He had not received a “pledge” of any kind, be
the implied undertaking that Mexico would “ take into COF=
sideration the American proposals.” “I am very ing t0
treat with you for your first volume, which is the armisties”

<aid Bismarck to Thiers under somewhat similar c;rcum‘ |
stances in November, 1870, “provided you can promise ¢,

volume two, which is peace”;* but Scott, who was 10 Bis

1 Ibid., 518. The Spanish text is in Sen. Doe. 52, 30 Cong, 1 sess,
354, It was reported (at least at Pillow’s head-quarters) that Qmm'?'
opposed to the terms of the armistice, although he ultimately si it.— (R
ley, 11, 326; Semmes, 419.)

2 Rémusat, Thiers, 182.
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very well differ. But there cannot be two opinions as to the
imprudence of giving his beaten enemies the breathing space
they had asked for, without receiving any promises or guar
antees whatever. Ina little more than a fortnight the fatal
results of Scott’s amiable weakness were to be strikingly dis-
closed. '
Trist, on his part,
He believed as fully as Scott in the sincerit
profession of a desire for peace, and was c0

was untroubled by any misgivings
 of Santa Anna's

of success in the proposed negotiati
the terms of the armistice were under discussion,

«1 feel perfectly satisfied from every indication, and after two inter-
views with Mr. Mackintosh] and Mr. T{hornton] that S|anta] Afnna]
will promote, to the utmost of his ability, the negotiation of a treaty:
and that, aided by money advanced by — he will omit no

in his power to procure its early ratification.” !

Two days later, however, Trist wrote again repeating his
 assertions as to Santa Anna, but sounding & note of warning

as to the temper of Congress.

«1 am happy to say,” he observed, “that the prospect in regardto
the object of my mission is, to a certain point, most auspicious. The
negotiation of a treaty I look upon as next to certain. Thedi :
—and a most serious difficulty it threatens to prove—will lie n t
satification. . . . The no-quorum game has been persisted in by Con-
gress, and any change in this respect is hopeless. Santa Anna cad
now count upon

the support of but a very small minority in ¢
body, and nothing W

:ch he can now do will receive its sancuon.—*?’
factions which compose it being resolutely bent upon his dest '

But whatever conjectures might be formed respecting 8

hostility of Congress t0 2 treaty of peace, it Was evident that

the first thing for Trist to do was to try to get some sort 0t
treaty signed by Santa Anna. To this end Trist thought i

essential to avoid, as far as practicable, affording the Prest

\ Tyist to Buchanan, Aug. 22, 1847; State Dept. MSS. (Extract printed
Sen. Doe. 52, 30 Cong., 1 sess,, i

ed B
i to bo¥
the blank is to be filled up.

187-189). There is no indication a8
2Same to same, Aug. 24, 1847; ibid. (Extract printed in Sen. Mn*
Cong., 1 sess., 190-191.) .
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have anticipated this, and called the Congress together as a mem
uct of its members has given a handle to Gen-

formality; but the cond
eral Santa Anna, in case he should be desirous, as many SUPPOs&, of

declaring himself Dictator, thus doing away altogether with the func-
tions of Congress.” !
such coup d’état was in contemplation or

emained that no quorum of Congress was
ontinued, or for many weeks

Whether any

not, the fact ©
obtained while the armistice ¢

after.

The executive being thus left to assume an undivided re-

sponsibility, the next step was to appoint commissioners; and
ex-President Herrera, Antonio Monjardin (2 member of the
Supreme Court), and Antonio Garay (a lawyer of some note)
were selected. With one accord they declined the dan-
gerous honor—Monjardin and Garay on the modest ground
of being unequal to the task, and Herrera on the honest
ground that he had been vilified and driven from office for
merely suggesting that the American proposals might be
listened to, and that consequently his presence on the com-

mission might do more harm than good.”
Santa Anna let Monjardin and Garay go, and appointed in

their places Bernardo Couto and Miguel Atristain—"‘1a¥-
yers of eminence,” according to the British minister*—who
Herrera, on the other hand, was ap-

consented to serve.
pealed to as a matter of patriotic duty to reconsider
determination, and did so with reluctance. And finally, the
name of General Mora y Villamil was added to the list.*

On the morning of the day the commissioners were t0
their first meeting an occurrence took place which 0
A number of wagons, driven by

wrecked the negotiations. |
unarmed teamsters, were sent into the city by Scott’s quit

1 Bankhead to Palmerston, Aug. 29, 1847, No.
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Doc. 52, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 358-360. L,
ton, Aug. 27, 1847, No. 77; F. 0. MSS. At.r!!*;:I
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