488 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

vigor and courage of the men in the battles of Contreras and

Churubusco was certainly beyond all praise. Undoubtedly

the desperate position in which they found themselves—cut
off from all possible support, in the midst of an enemy’s
country—had a great deal to do with the endurance and
resolution with which they attacked superior forces fighting
behind intrenchments; but in addition to this they were
encouraged and emboldened, as the Mexican forces were dis-
mayed, by the repeated victories of every one of the Ameri-
can armies. They had acquired the hahit of victory, as the
Mexicans had acquired the habit of defeat.
The dispositions of the several commanding officers were

not equally free from criticism. The successive de

of four brigades from Seott’s forces during the afternoon of
the nineteenth was obviously a measure that involved the
most serious risks. These detachments were interposed,
one after the other, in plain view of Seott and his staff, be
tween superior forces of the enemy; and the only justifica-
tion that can be alleged on behalf of the American €om=
manders was, in the first place, the enormous advantages t0
be gained if the movement proved successful, and, in the
second place, their knowledge of the superiority, man for
man, of the American army to the Mexican.

A much more serious eriticism W i

battle of Churubusco—a criticism which was

answered, as in the case of Contreras, by the successful
sult. Why, it was asked, was the battle of Churubuseo
fought at all? Scott had turned without loss the positions
of El Pefion and Mexicaleingo and compelled their abandon-
ment; and with only a trifling loss at Contreras, he had ais
turned the position of San Antonio. When he reached Co-
yoacan he was in a position where he could easily have turn

the position of Churubusco; and if he had stopped 1008

enough to reconnoitre the works constructed at the bridge
and near the convent, it can hardly be believed that he
would have attacked at all. Moreover, it seems likely
Qanta Anna did not intend to make a serious stand
Churubusco, and only held it o delay the American advance:
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490 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO
direct road, without stopping to ascertain what obstacles
might be in his way- No doubt risks must be run in war,
but in this case there seems to have been no reason to depart
from the cautious policy which had heretofore enabled Scott
to accomplish such great results with so trifling a loss. In
front of Vera Cruz, at Cerro Gofdo, and at Contreras, he had
spent days in careful reconnoissances, in which the work of
his admirable corps of engineers had laid the foundation for
his victorious operations. Buf at Churubusco he attempted
nothing of the sort. His troops were hurried forward into
action without any knowledge of the Mexican position until
they came under a destructive fire, and having become fully
engaged he was forced to persist in his attacks upon a strong
position held by a superior force. The result of the contest
was determined by the excellent quality of the American
army and by the good conduct of the officers commanding
the three detached bodies into which Scott had divided his
army, and over which it was imipossi i i
conflict to exert any adequate control.
the conclusion of most military eritics that it was a
on Scott’s part to have fought the battle of Churubusco &
. all, and that its successful result was by 1o means due to the
foresight or to the dispositions made on the ground by the
commander-in-chief."

As to the Mexican generals, Santa Anna’s conduct of the

operations at the battle of Contreras has naturally been

most severely criticised by Mexican writers, and indeed 1t
is hard to account for his failure to attack vigorously the

small force under Riley, Cadwalader, and Smith, which alone
i ursday afternoon.
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while Santa Anng himself, with the brigade of Pérez and the
other troops, retired to Churubusco, His intention seems to
have been to withdraw all his mep from that point, and to
concentrate the entire army within the walls of the capital;
~ but the movements of the Americ

ans were too swift to en-
able him to continue his retreat, and he was forced to halt
and face his pursuers,

On the Mexican side the action at Churubusco was merely

the defence of strongly held intrenchments and buildings,
which involved no particular skill. The defenders fought
with the courage always characteristic of Spanish troops
behind walls, although wit

h despair in their hearts ; and the
Irish deserters fought with added desperation, from the
knowledge that their lives were forfeited if they fell into the
hands of their old comrades ! The defenders of the cop-
vent seem to have been in great part men of Spanish (not
Indian) descent, and the Spaniards and Irishmen together
proved the worthiest and most stubborn opponents that the
American invaders had thus far met.
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who made up this party, we have

_ ward Thornton wag g young attaché
(not secretary) of the British legation. Beragg, was a
Spaniard by birth, w

ho had been of service to Wellington in
the Peninsula. He subsequently became 5

in Mexico,
and had regularly, once 5 month, gone to and fro between
Mexico and Vera, Cruz.2
Mackintosh, the consul-general, was g member of the
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large interests in the country were believed to make him
fager for peace. He had lived long in Mexico and had
married a Mexican lady.
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“The commission,” he says, “was entertained a few minutes by
General Worth and then despatched, under an escort to the rear, to
General Scott’s headquarters. When they were gone Kendall, with
the bluntness and frankness which characterize him, exclaimed:
‘It’s no use, we're humbugged—MecIntosh is among them!” Kendall,
some years before, had been a prisoner in Mexico, and knew the man

well.” 1

But Kendall, and Worth for that matter, could not stop
the party, and Thornton and his companions drove on o
San Agustin, where they were listened to as “intelligent neu=

trals” by General Scott. Ostensibly they came to ask for

a safeguard for the English minister and British subjects,
”.3

says Hitchcock, “but really to prepare the way for peace”;
and although no record of the interview has been preserved,

their statements were echoed in Scott’s subsequent corre:

spondence.
At about midnight that same night the British minister

received at his residence in the city of Mexico a visit from

Pacheco, the Mexican Minister of Relations, who said he

had come to ask Bankhead’s good offices “in inducing Gen-
eral Scott to save the city from being sacked.” Bankhead
(as he reported) declined to interfere. He would do no
more than “transmit” a letter from Pacheco to Trist.

t Britain was only partially admitted by

the United States, towards bringing this war to an end,” he €

to Lord Palmerston, “ and as the Mexican Government have not

condescended to give any answer to Her Majesty’s gracious offer of

Mediation and Good Offices, I refused to accede to Sefior Pacheco’s
¢ his letter simply to Mr. Trist, offering

request further than to transmi

to receive that Gentleman as Plenipotentiary for the discussion of
ht have to make.”*

whatever propositions the United States mig

But there must have been a good deal of other conver
cation with Pacheco that night which Bankhead did nob
1 Semmes, 412. The author says that General Mora, of the Mexican mm
was with the party. This is evidently a mistake. Mora did not call upt%
Seott on the evening of the battle of Churubusco, but on the following morning:
2 Hitcheock, 280. Thornton is reported as saying “that the city wa!.l?g;‘

fectly astounded at our success—that the greatest consternation

capital.”
3 Bankhead to Palmerston, Aug. 21, 1847, No. 76; F. 0. MS8.
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the law of April 20, 1847, which denounced as a traitor any
man who opened negotiations with the Americans, had
been impliedly repealed, and to profess a willingness to con-
gider terms of peace.

Pacheco’s reply to Buchanan was therefore drawn in this
sense, and was not unskilfully worded. The results of hat-
tles, it ran, were not always in accordance with the justice
of the cause for which they were waged. The President of
the republic had continued fighting up to the moment when
the American troops were at the gates of the capital, and

he was now bound to listen to other duties which he owed

as chief magistrate of the nation. Acting under the powes
conferred on him by the Constitution, he had resolved tohear
the proposals which Mr. Trist was instructed to make, pre-
vided they were advantageous to hoth parties and—as had
been publicly asserted—they were consistent with the honor
of the Mexican republic (dejen @ cuberto el honor de la re
piiblica Mezicana). All this, he added, was on the under-
standing that the Mexican government would undertake 0
discuss preliminaries of peace, and that a definitive trealy
should be concluded within a year, and submitted, according
to the Constitution of Mexico, to the approval of the proper
authorities.’

This last qualification was too much for Bankhead's com-
prehension; and so in forwarding Pacheco’s note he added 8
hurried private note of his own to Trist, in which he ex
pressed the hope that the Americans would “yield ab once”
to the Mexican wishes, although, he continued,

“with respect to that part of the note which relates to the period for

the conclusion of a treaty; L own I do not understand its meaning;

I have no doubt that it could easily be arranged among other

when you come to talk with the Mexican Plenipotentiary upon the

great point at issue, namely the re-establishment of Relations.”*
abrn

1 En la inteligencia de que €l gobierno Mezicano s prestard d w”adr I

preliminares de paz no pasando de un afio el término dentro de cual haya 42 €
brarse un tratado y someliéndose éste, sequn la constitucion del pais, 6 la apr®
bacién de la autoridad d quien ella comele esia atribucién.—(Pacheco to Buchans®
Aug. 20, 1847; Sen. Doe. 52, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 189.) i

s Bankhead to Trist (private), Aug. 21, 1847; enclosure with Trists ¢
spatch No. 12, of Aug. 22, 1847; Stale Dept. MSS.
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