
cHAPTER XLV 

CHURUBUSCO 

d during the night of aue or ers Am 'can we have seen, g y -while the en . 
Sc<>Tl', as h nineteenth of Augus_t re making their 

Thursd~y, ~ e illage of San Geró°fo ;ealencia's camp-
troops m t e v morning's attac o~ t of San An-prep";"~~~~::::one of bis brig1~ ¡:on and Qtiit· 
for ·" o d t-0 march with the ~est ~e the troops in t~e Pe
tom~, an maining brigade to reinf or ed and the two ?ngades 
man s re The orders were ?uly o~ey d Friday mormng; but 
dregal. eir destinat1on ear ~ o ws of the succ~ul 
started for ~ad gone far they rece1ved ~e with orders from 
before they th Mexican camp, toge ekr Worth was tbe~ ult upon e t turn bac . . h bis 
assa dire ting them o . . front "1t 
General Scot\ k ~he lines of San Ant~~;ggs's divisions, 
ordered to_ ~t ac on as Pillow's an e rear of tbat 
whole diV1S1°

0

11 ~: Angel, should appr~a~h ~! was left in 
moving thro~g uitman's one small ~nga Agustín. Scott 
position, whil\ Q . tals and trains at l.)an 

1 
in the morn-

~~ ~Jb;di;~;t ~::t~~~f~! :..::~º::!: 
ing but arnve d ursued were ~re advance 

' hi1 uers an P dir tions for an • 
and w e purs H at once gave ec of the MeD-
San Angel road. el ~ the direction of the rear 
through San Ang Antonio. el and about a 
can works at San assing through San Ang h~d road lead-

The road, af~er Je ond it, forked, the left well-cultivated 
quarter of a mile ~ Chapultepec throu? ht-hand brancb, 
ing to Tacubaya an uuey while the ng k and abolrt 
fields of com an~ :~d the Magdalen~ B~~: f amous old 
curving to the wes , mile farther on carne o 
three-quarters of a 476 

CHURUBUSCO 477 

village of Coyoacan, the first seat of the Spanish govern
ment in New Spain and the favorite residence of Cortés. 

From Coyoacan, one road led nearly due north to the city 
of Mexico. Another road led northeasterly, direct to the 
bridge of Churubusco and past the neighboring convent, 
where Santa Anna two days before had been quartered. 
And a third road led southeasterly to the hacienda of San 
Antonio, joining the Acapulco highway just in the rear of 
the Mexican works. Scott, on reaching Coyoacan, had there
fore his choice, first, of marching upon the city of Mexico 
or upon Tacubaya and Chapult'epec, leaving San Antonio 
and Churubusco behind him and to the east; or, second, of 
proceeding northeasterly so as to cut off the retreat of the 
troops at San Antonio if they were defeated by Worth's at
tack in front; or, third, of marching with his whole force on 
the rear of San Antonio. Advancing cautiously toward 
Coyoacan, Scott's force drove out or captured the Mexican 
troops Ieít there in observation, and halted to arrange for 
future movements. Captain Lee, of the engineers, was sent 
with Philip Kearny's troop of dragoons and the rifle regi
ment to reconnoitre the rear of San Antonio, while Lieu
tenant Stevens was directed to observe the field from the 
steeple oí the village church of Coyoacan. Within ten 
minutes the latter officer reported that the enemy were 
abandoning San Antonio, and that the road for a mile was 
occupied by his troops and baggage in retreat. 

Worth, as it turned out, had not literally followed the 
orders given him to wait in front of San Antonio until he 
heard the sound oí an attack upon its rear, but had moved 
~ troops so as to be ready to as.sault it both in front and 
rear. The ground had been most caref ully reconnoitred on 
the three previous days, and at eleven o' clock in the morning 
Worth began his movement by sending Clarke's brigade to 
~ left, across a portion of the Pedregal, so as to turn the 
Íortified Mexican position. The other brigade (Garland's), 
l'ith a battery of light artillery, was advanced as near as 
J)racticable to the intrenchments with instructions to storm 
~ if opportunity off ered. 
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But before these dispositions had fairly been made the 
Mexicans had begun to evacuate the works, which, of course, 
had become untenable since Scott's main force had gained 
their rear at Coyoacan. Clarke, therefore, moving across 
the rocks on the lef t of the road, found nothing but a f ew 
skirroishers in his front whom he easily drove away, andas 
he approached the high-road about a thousand yards north 
of San Antonio he discovered the garrison of the hacienda 
in full retreat. Falling at once upon the Mexican column, 
he cut it nearly in two, whereupon the rear portion, under 
the command of ex-President Bravo-a force, as Worth 
estimated, of about two thousand men with four guns-took 
a cross-road leading due east from the highway toward the 
Peñon and disappeared from the scene of action, wbile the 
other half of the force rapidly retreated along the road in 
the direction of Churubusco. By the time Clarke had thus 
cut the Mexican column in two Garland's brigade had 
taken San Antonio without resistance, and following along 
the road joined Clarke's brigade, and the whole reunited 
division moved rapidly in tbe direction of the city of Mexico, 
disregarding cntirely the Mexican force which had fled to 

As they approached the bridge of Churubusco on the heels the east. 

of the retreating Mexicans they found that a regularly con· 
structed tete de ponl bad been thrown up in front of it, which 
appeared to be held by a Jarge force. On the other side ol 
the Churubusco River, in rear of the works, there was "a 
dense line of infantry as far as the eye could reach." West 
of the road a convent was seen, "strongly occupied with 
troops and protected by batteries and field defences," and 
it was obvious at once that the carrying of this position by~ 
direct attack would prove a very serious task for the Amen
can army. Meanwhile, the Mexicans who bad retreat<d 
from San Antonio were pouring through the tete de Po"' 
and across the bridge in great conf usion. One gun and sev· 
eral ammunition wagons were abandoned on the road, block· 
ing the advance of the American troops, but al tbe,... 
time af[ording tbero sorne cover from tbe beavy fire wl,iol 
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tain urubusco River fo 
i streams-of which th; Mrmag~~l by a succ~ion of moun-
Erroneously callee! . th . ena Brook IS one-

' m e Amencan re runs at ports, the convent of San Pablo. 



480 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO 

this point almost precisely east; and although it had doubt
less, in past times, meandered through the marshy ground 
south of the city of Mexico, it had, long before the time of 
the battle to which it gave its name, been made into a drain-

. age ditch, perf ectly straight, and with high banks on each 
side to prevent its overflowing the flat fi.elds north and south 
of it. At the point where the Acapulco road crossed the 
river the strong téte de pont just spoken of had been thrown 
upa few days before by Santa Anna's engineers. It was an 
earthwork of strong profi.le with a wet ditch in its front, 
which was fi.lled by the waters of the river, now (near the 
middle of the rainy season) at its height.1 It mounted five 
guns manned by the companies of St. Patrick (American 
deserters) and by the battalion of Tlalpa. 

About a quarter of a mile southwesterly from the bridge, 
upon the road leading to Coyoacan, stands the convent of 
San Mateo, a venerable building dating from the year 
1678, which still remains one of the most interesting and ~t
tractive objects in the immediate neighborhood of the c1ty 
of Mexico. The little convent church, now rarely used, is 
of solid and sombre Spanish masonry, but is fi.nished on its 
western front with blue tiles or azulejos, which add a delight
ful touch to the quaintness and incomparable charm of the 
group of buildings. On the south side of the church is a 
beau'tiful patio with a gallery on the second story, and 
orange-trees blossoming in the midst of it add beauty and 
perfume to the secluded spot. The convent is surro~ded 
with large gardens which must once have been cult1vated 
by the Franciscan brothers, and about which stood, ~d 
still stands, a strong masonry wall sorne twelve feet m 
height, the whole constituting a very formidable place of 

defence. 
Under Santa Anna's directions the walls had been scaf-

folded on the inside, giving protection for infantry, wbile 
upon the south and southwest strong intrenchments bad 
been construc.ted outside the convent walls, which mounted 

1 
ln winter the bed of the river is absolutely dry. Even in August it 1fll 

perf ectly fordable. 
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SlX p1eces of artillery and h d rt · . a an adeq t inf po , prmc1pally the two b ttali ua e antry sup-
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the . . e. or was a direct att k a er was able to 
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482 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO 

road, with its right flank reaching nearly to the Churubusco 
River and its left to the highway, and in that formation it 
advanced slowly through the tall corn-which had not been 
cut down except close to the works-suff ering heavy losa, 
but keeping up a steady fue on the Mexican intrenchmenta 
as well as upon the infantry lining the north bank of the 

nver. Twiggs, in his advance from Coyoacan upon Churubusco, 
carne into action justas the Mexican infantry in the convent 
and tete de pont first opened fue upon the head of Worth's 
division, and he ordered forward a battery of light artillery 
to a point from which his engineers assured him the guns 
could fue upon the convent. Their statement was that only 
a single piece of Mexican artillery was in position; but this 
supposed one-gun battery soon proyed to be simply the 
western salient of the work in front of the convent, which 
was armed with six guns. Twiggs's whole division was now 
rapidly brought up, and formed in the fields a rough semi
circle to the south and west of the convent, where, in spite 
of the tall corn through which they advanced, they were 
exposed to a most severe fue from the intrenchments in their 
front and from the roofs of the convent buildings. For 
upward of two hours the contest at this point continued, 
the Americans very slowly gaining ground, until at length 
the slackening of the Mexican fue indicated the exhausting 

of their ammunition. 
Shields and Pierce, in the meantime, had become beavily 

engaged with the Mexican reserves stationed along the 
Acapulco road north of the Churubusco River. The Meñ
can infantry along the road was partly sheltered by maguey 
hedges and stood on the def ensive, while a body of their 
cavalry was sent across the fields to interpose between the 
American force and the convent. The American advance 
was much delayed by the muddy nature of the soil and by 
the numerous ditches with which the fields were cut up, 
but the men found some protection in the scattered farro 
buildings of the hacienda of Portales. They were all volun
teers or raw recruits, and being attacked in front and flank, 
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s ermg hea I 
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con~e:able todpenetrate between :h!ilt~'ds men, who had 

, crosse the road d · • e pont and th 
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'llipley, II, 273. ig way and, 
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. . d W orth and Pillow in tbe with Harney's dragoons, J~me 

Pursuit of the def eated Mexicans. . d of time the convent 
hil f Some short per10 ' . . 

Meanw e, or . d . d the intrenchments m ita 
still held out. Twiggs ha_ ca;~\ W orth carried the tete de 
front at about the same tim; b ak into the convent itsell. 
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Vera Cruz at the time ~ Eduardo Gorostiza, who had been 
Anaya; and_ J?on Man~: United States twelve years before 
Mexican mmISter to t President Jackson. Goros
and had given so much off enc; to battalion of the national 
tiza was now colonel of the ravo 

guards of Mexico. had mained at Coyoacan 
Scott, whose head-quarters : . ve up pursuit, and 

during the battle, now sent ord:~t d f mile or two north 
accordingly the infaD;try were : t~e cavalry, with Worth's 
of the Churubusco bridge, thougt· nemy up to the very 

. . d the retrea mg e ashed · to 
perm1SS1on, ~ursue small body oí dragoons d m 
gates of the c1ty, where a ·r As the American cav: 
the crowded mass oí fugi ives. te of San Antonio A 
galloped up, the artillery near the ga loss Captain Philip 

rt inflicting severe . inf try opened on the pa Y, . Milis of one oí the an 
Kearny lost an arm, and. MaJ?r ha 'e was killed actually 
regiments, a volunteer m this d \h:\ 'hting of the eventful 
within the gate; and thus en~e th de1eat of Valencia near 
day which had been begun y e 
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Contreras, and had witnessed the successive occupation by 
the American troops of San Angel, Coyoacan, San Antonio, 
and Churubusco. 1 

The various conflicts near Contreras and Churubusco on 
the nineteenth and twentieth of August were, in eff ect, 
parts of one single battle, and rnay be reviewed as a whole. 
It is to be observed, in the first place, that it is extrernely 
difficult to form a satisfactory judgment as to the nurn
bers engaged on eitber side. V alencia's force on the hilI of 
Padierna was variously stated, the American estimates be
ing apparently a great deal too high. His entire division, 
including cavalry, probably never amounted to five thou
sand men; and allowing sorne diminution from sickness he 
could hardly have had in his camp rnuch over four thousand 
men. On the other hand, the attacking force west of the 
San Angel road consisted of four brigades of Scott's anny 
with one large regiment of Pierce's brigade, and must have 
comprised almost half of Scott's army, or nearly .five thou
sand men. The remainder of Pierce's brigade, with sorne 
artillery and other small detach.rnents, which occupied the 
edge of the Pedregal east of the road, very likely brought 
the total American force on the field up to six thousand 
men. 

The force which Santa Anna brought up with the inten
tion of relieving and withdrawing Valencia frorn his position 
at Padierna, was also undoubtedly very rnuch overestimated 
by the American officers. It consisted, as we have seen, 
principally of the brigade of General Francisco Pérez, to
gether with the regiment of hussars constituting Santa 
Anna's personal escort, and a regiment of light cavalry of 
Vera Cruz, together with a field-battery of five guns. As 
Pérez had under him about three thousand five hundred 

1

8cott's official report oí the day oí Churubusco, with the reports oí bis 
aibordinatea, are in Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 308-354. Santa Anna's 
1'port (dated Nov. 21, 1847) is printed in Apelacion al buen Criterio, App., 
9&-n, 101. For accounts by other eye-witne.sses see Semmes, 395-409¡ Ripley, 

246-285; Stevens, 67-74. See also Apunte., para la Hu/Qria de la Guerra, 
~258; Roa Bárcena, lnvasion Americana, 346-379, and the same author's 

de Gorostiza, 94-111¡ and Wilcox, 378-397. 
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officers and roen, and as Santa Anna brought up, in addi
tion, probably less than a thousand, his whole force was 
something over four thousand; so that the two Mexican 
forces on the evening of the nineteenth-V alencia's and 
Santa Anna's-may be roughly estimated at eight thousand 

roen. Scott asserts that at Churubusco and its neighborhood the 
Mexicans had twenty-seven thousand men-another state
ment which is evidently exaggerated. The total Mexican 
force under arms a few days previous probably did not 
much exceed twenty thousand in all. From this must be 
deducted the cavalry division of Alvarez, which on the day 
of Churubusco was in observation east of San Agustin; the 
whole division of Valencia, or over four thousand men; a 
large part of the garrison of San Antonio which had fled 
easterly toward Mexicalcingo and the Peñon; and the de
tachments which had been leí t at the various gates of the 
city, or were posted at the Peñon and Chapultepec. It may 
therefore be concluded that the eff ective Mexican force at 
the bridge and convent of Churubusco, and along the road 
leading from the bridge toward the city, did not exceed nine 
thousand, or at most ten thousand roen. 

The American force attacking Churubusco consisted of 
Scott's entire army, with the exception of one regiment of 
Pennsylvania volunteers and a detachment of marines, who 
were left behind at San Agustin under Quitroan to care for 
the principal depot and the hospitals at that point. Tbree 
hundred and :fifty roen of Worth's division were also left 
behind, to take care of his trains and baggage; and the fourth 
regiment of artillery, with smáll detachroents of Pillow's 
force, had been left on the :field of Padierna. The result is 
that the eff ective American force attacking Churubusco may 
be estimated at about eight thousand roen. 

With respect to the los.5es sustained on both sides it is 
not pos.5ible to speak with accuracy. The returns from tbe 
American army failed to distinguish between the los.5e5 on 
the nineteenth and the los.5es on the twentieth of August• 
The total for both days amounted to 137 killed, 879 

CHURUBUSCO 

wounded and 40 . . 487 
' nussmg· · 

-Tvehry nea~ly one-tenth ~r°~c~:,11, ~regate losses of 1 056 
e Mexican losse O s entire arm ' 

figures. The . s no one ever attem ted y. . 
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