CHAPTER XLV
CHURUBUSCO

ScorT, as We have seen, gave orders during the night of

Thursday, the nineteenth of August—while the American
aking their *

troops in the village of San (Ger6nimo were I
preparations for next morning’s attack on Valencia’s camp=

for Worth to leave one of his brigades in front of San An-
tonio, and to march with the rest of his division and Quit-
man’s remaining brigade to reinforce the troops in the Pe-
dregal. The orders were duly obeyed, and the two bri
started for their destination early on Friday morning;
before they had gone far they received news of the sue
assault upon the Mexican camp, together with orders from
General Scott directing them to turn back. Worth was then
ordered to attack the lines of San Antonio in front with his
whole division, as soon a8 Pillow’s and Twiggs's divisions,
moving through San Angel, should approach the rear of
while Quitman’s one <mall brigade was left n
£ the hospitals and trains at San Agustin.
the front early in the mom=
as accomplishe

position,
charge 0
himself had ridden out toward
ing, but arrived '
and while pursuers an
San Angel road. He at once gave directions for an f
through San Angel, in the direction of the rear of the Mex-
can works at San Antonio.
The road, after passing through San Angel, and about &
quarter of & mile beyond it, forked, the left-hand road lead-
ing to Tacubaya and Chapultepec through well-cultivated
fields of corn and MAaguey, while the ri ht-hand branch,
curving to the west, crossed the Magdalena Brook and about

three-quarters of 2 mile farther on came t0 the famous
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village of Co
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they were defeated by Worth’s at
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future m in observation, and h the Mexican
gohertia. Capta . alted to arrange for

n Lee, of the engineers, was sent

st
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minutes the latter
) . officer re
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Worth, as it t::gp; e baggage in retreas T & mile was
mdem given him to ; _OUF: had not Iiterally .fou
M the sound of sn ait m front of San Antoni owed the
. h r00ps 50 as to b attack upon its rear bﬁznlllz,d until he
. The groun o L assault it both i £ e
the three een most carefully reeonn ;ﬁiltdand
€d on
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x us days, and at eleven o’clock in

i:himt his movement b ;

S eft, across a port y sending Clarke’s bri
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the if € Intrenchments with j ance.d as near as
pportunity offered. instructions to storm

the morning
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ositions had fairly been made the
Mexicans had begun to evacuate the works, which, of course,
had become untena ain force had gained
their rear at Coyoacan. Clarke, therefore, moving acros
the rocks on the left of the road, found nothing but a few
okirmishers in his front whom he easily drove away, and as
he approached the high-road about 2 thousand yards north
of San Antonio he discovered the garrison of the hacienda
in full retreat. Falling at once upon the Mexican columu,
he cut it nearly in tW0, whereupon the rear portion, under
the command of ex-President Bravo—2a force, as Worth
estimated, of about w0 thousand men with four guns—rtook
a cross-road leading due east from the highway toward

Peiion and disappeared from the scene of action, while the
cated along the road in

other half of the force rapidly retr

the direction of Churubusco. By the time Clarke had thus

cut the Mexican column in two Garland’s brigade had

taken San Antonio without resistance, and following along
larke’s brigade, and the whole reunited
idly in the direction of the city of Mexico,

the road joined C
Mexican force which had fled to

But before these disp

division moved rap
disregarding entirely the
the east.

As they approache

of the retreating Mexican:

structed téte de pont had been thrown up in front of it, W
On the other side?f
{

appeared to be held by a large force.
f the works, there Was 8

the Churubusco River, in rear 0
dense line of infantry as far as the eye could reach.” WE
of the road a convent was SCeD, «gtrongly occupied with

troops and protected by batteries and field defences,” 1
it was obvious at once that the carrying of this position by
divect attack would : s task for the AmE®

prove a Very serious
can army. Meanwhile, the Mexicans who had retred
from San Antonio were pouring through the e de P
and across the bridge in great confusion. One gun and 8¢V
eral ammunition wagons were abandoned on the road, blodk
ing the advance of the American troops,
time affording them some cover from the heavy fire W

d the bridge of Churubusco on the heels

s they found that a regularly cor

but at the same
I& )
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was opened from the Mexi
] lexican works
Ofgfggfhhigolumn came within ;;ﬂf;b as soon as the head
1 not }'Et Sesitrod ge.
detailed k“;;iszfd at and near Churul)m;:"slo:l1 in regard to
b%t roa,d to th i OW that the most . .V an ;
: ¢ city from hi ost direct and th
the high it is depot : e
buscog ‘g{g ;; }SI;CE pass}:;d thl‘oughpsan ainfgg_ Agléstm was
J ekt thanitin o s N
move the ObstaC]e vhb 2 re Orej ha/d S]_[]’]pl b
i w ich was presented by y been to re-
d its sur . y the haciend
he learn rounding works a of
Pillow \siczho(fmihefa}%and‘?nmEthof that}; ?)I:)(slitifhe moment
witl.a Worth alon gih:ﬁn}ézﬁg%} .(Cadwa‘lﬂder’s)m?o 1(1); eizxgt
Ii“ggS; with Smith’s firs € llgh“va},. A.tv th)e b ¢ e
to seize th rigade and a field-battery e time
busco.! P?e:::a;d aear the convent of San lf\?ttel}: was sent
road leading n?)stllfrifgade was soon after ordireg 3dtt S
i ed to tak
tacking theccit rom Coyoacan—not with a vi ea
. y, but n o vd .“'lt a view to
road still further rder to come in at-
shortly afterw north and in the rear of pulco
fterward Riley’s bri of the convent;
sent to follow Smith’s bri rigade of Twiges’s divisior and
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B e o oon that Scott’s whole plan was b
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this point almost precisely east; and although it had doubt-
less, in past times, meandered through the marshy ground
south of the city of Mexico, it had, long before the time of

the battle to which it gave its name, been made into a drain-

. age ditch, perfectly straight, and with high banks on each

side to prevent its overflowing the flat fields north and south

of it. At the point where the Acapuleo road erossed the
river the strong téle de pont just spoken of had been thrown
up a few days before by Santa Anna’s engineers. 1t wasan
earthwork of strong profile with a wet ditch in its front;
which was filled by the waters of the river, now (near the
middle of the rainy season) at its height.! 1t mounted five
guns manned by the companies of St. Patrick (American
deserters) and by the battalion of Tlalpa.

About a quarter of a mile southwesterly from the bridge,
upon the road leading to Coyoacan, stands the convent of
Qan Mateo, a venerable building dating from the year
1678, which still remains one of the most interesting and at-
tractive objects in the :mmediate neighborhood of the city

The little convent church, now rarely used, 18

of Mexico.
of solid and sombre Spanish masonry, but is finished on its

western front with blue tiles or azulejos, which add a delight-
ful touch to the quaintness and incomparable charm of the

group of buildings. On the south side of the church is &
beautiful patio with a gallery on the second story,
orange-trees blossoming i the midst of it add beauty and
perfume to the secluded spot. The convent is surround
with large gardens which must once have been cultivated
by the Franciscan brothers, and about whi

still stands, a strong masonry wall some twelve feet in
height, the whole constituting a very formidable place of
defence.

Under Santa Anna’s directions the walls had been scaf-
folded on the inside, giving protection for infantry, Whit
upon the south and southwest strong intrenchments ha¢
been constructed outside the convent walls, which moun

1 Tn winter the bed of the river is absolutely dry. Even in August it we

perfectly fordable.

* described.
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and suffering heavy loss, were at times thrown into con-

siderable disorder and could do little more than hold their
ground.

Thus the battle raged on the east, south, and north of the

Mexican position; but as Worth’s troops slowly closed in
upon the téte de pont and Twiggs's division on the convent,
the Mexican fire began visibly to slacken. Presently the
Mexican troops lining the northerly bank of the Churubusco
River were observed to give way and retreat through the
fields in their rear toward the city. A party of American
troops of different regiments’ from Worth’s right, quickly
waded the river east of the #t

¢ de pont and formed in posi-
tion in rear of that work, while at the same time the remain-

der of his men, who had been slowly working through the
com, came out on the small open space immediately in front

of the intrenchments. By this time Pillow’s men, who had

been unable to penetrate between the fée de pont and the

convent, crossed the road and joined Worth’s division, and
the entire force, dashing through the wet ditches waist-

» poured over the parapets and into the intrenchments,
which they cleared with the bayonet in a very few instants.

“The garrison of the téte du pont,” says Ripley, who, as a member
of Pillow’s staff, was on the spot, “made but short resistance. A few
shots were delivered, a few bayonets crossed, and the greater number
fled over the bridge toward the city, leaving three guns, two standards,
and twenty-seven officers and privates in the hands of the conquerors,
whose loud and continued shouts succeeded the roar of hostile mus-

ketry and cannon which but a moment before had been delivered
from the parapet.” !

The first effect of the fall of the f2te de pont was to relieve
Tlfe Pressure upon the American troops north of the river.

fhe flight of the garrison threw the M

exican reserve into dis-
order, and the entire body,

in one intermingled mass, poured
pursued by the whole of Pil-
which had crossed the bridge

ad previously waded the river.
Siields and Pierce at once advanced to the highway and,

! Ripley, II, 273.

low's and Worth's infantry,
41d joined the party that h
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joi illow in the
with Harney’s dragoons, nged Worth and Pill
uit of the defeated Mexicans. C s
N hile, for some short period of , the
'Meanw t’ Twiggs had carried the intrenc : eE hie
peshs gll 't the same time that Worth carrie ’t e:; itse“.
pisie i OE defenders fell back into the conven laced
B ftt;:e captured guns of the téte de pont was PS ¥
But i and opened fire upon the convent, anclts:)nwCI -
e pom\l;’nrth’s division opened on it from the main Os,l af
5 iﬁ ’s regiments was ordered to move to ?:hpt e
ok OV{]? f the convent and attack it upon h};}it ﬁag’
i thefnortthics) regiment could get into a.ct{on, a ]::-i age €
i out on the church tower. Smith’s .gn "3
i hu’ngélivision received the surrendér of the iglarll‘lfsﬁs ’men.
e :d after the surrender 104 .ofﬁeers and és s
%?Ige:vere also captured at this point seven piec

h ammunition, and a large quantity of iﬁ&l&m
et fficers who surrendered were Gene pre.
=i i mmanded the post, and who had de v
%mml(l}’n?;hgtcghe time of the French attack; ex-Presi

era

. and Don Manuel Eduardo Gorostlvzzil,v whoa?:(%) 2{?1:
i ister to the United States twe xe' ye b
i I'nfuil so much offence to Premden.t J aCkSOkIIL Lo
?}ld }:vafsg;:):r colonel of the Bravo battalion of the

128

ards of Mexico.
guScott, whose head-

quarters had remained at C?l)if:lacan
during the battle, now sent orders to give up pursul,
u ,

' rth
i i were halted a mile or two TOM-

&GCOle(l;ElY tg)ljs;ﬁf l?xr'lifirge, though the cavalry, v\;lthtﬁzogt:l r;
3 th? ' uruur*e,ued the retreating enemy up ga,shed 4
pemmsflzgé fity where a small body of dramgoons_can o
& ded m,ass of fugitives. As the Amiln o

o 01'0;' up. the artillery near the gate of SanC o okl
gall0p§ np;,he party, inflicting severe loss. ?I:he :
Ko cl)ost an arm, and Major Mills, of one iﬂ g i
Ke?‘myt a volunteer in this charge, was e e
within the te: and thus ended the fighting 0 e
glthmhtil(l:i %laad,been begun by the defeat of Vale

ay W

- principally of the brigade of General
| gother with the regiment of hussars constituting Santa

| ®0ort (dated Nov. 21, 1847) is printed in 4

SLA6-285; Stevens, 67-74. See also Apu
l"idude; Roa Bércena, Invasion Americana, 346-379, and the same author's

CHURUBUSCO 485

Contreras, and had witnessed the successive occupation by
the American troops of San Angel, Coyoacan, San Antonio,
and Churubusco.!
The various conflicts near Contreras and Churubusco on
the nineteenth and twentieth of August were, in effect,
parts of one single battle, and may be reviewed as a whole.
It is to be observed, in the first place, that it is extremel ¥
difficult to form a satisfactory judgment as to the num-
bers engaged on either side. Valeneia’s force on the hill of
Padierna was variously stated, the American estimates be-
ing apparently a great deal too high. His entire division,
including cavalry, probably never amounted to five thou-
sand men; and allowing some diminution from sickness he
could hardly have had in his camp much over four thousand
men. On the other hand, the attacking force west of the
San Angel road consisted of four brigades of Scott’s army
with one large regiment of Pierce’s brigade, and must have
comprised almost half of Scott’s army, or nearly five thou-
gand men. The remainder of Pierce’s brigade, with some
artillery and other small detachments, which occupied the
edge of the Pedregal east of the road, very likely brought
the total American force on the field up to six thousand
men,
The force which Santa Anna brought up with the inten-
tion of relieving and withdrawing Valencia from his position
4t Padierna, was also undoubtedly very much overestimated
by the American officers, Tt consisted, as we have seen,

Francisco Pérez, to-

dnna’s personal escort, and a regiment of light cavalry of
Vera Cruz, together with a field-battery of five guns, = As

| 40 had under him about three thousand five hundred

3 'Bl_!qtt’s official report of the day

of Churubusco, with the reports of his
tes, are in Sen. Do, 1,

30 Cong., 1 sess., 308-354. Santa Anna’s
pelacion al buen Criterio, App.,

%101, For accounts by other eye-witnesses see Semmes, 305-409; Ripley,
nies para la Hisloria de la Guerra,

2a, 94-111; and Wilcox, 378-397.




486 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

officers and men, and as Santa Anna brought up, in addi-
tion, probably less than a thousand, his whole force was
something over four thousand; so that the two Mexican
forces on the evening of the nineteenth—Valencia’s and
Qanta Anna’s—may be roughly estimated at eight thousand

men.

Seott asserts that ab Churubusco

Mexicans had twenty-seven thous

ment which is evidently exaggerated. The total Mexican

force under arms a few days previous probably did not
all. From this must be

much exceed twenty thousand in
deducted the cavalry division of Alvarez, which on the day

of Churubusco was in observation east of San Agustin; the
whole division of V alencia, or over four thousand men; &
large part of the garrison of San Antonio which had fled
easterly toward Mexicalcingo and the Peiion; and the de
tachments which had been left at the various gates of the
city, or were posted at the Pefion and Chapultepec. It may
therefore be concluded that the effective Mexican foree ab
the bridge an
Jeading from the bridge toward the city, did not exceed nine

thousand, or at most ten thousand men.
The American force attacking Churubusco com ]
Seott’s entire army, with the exception of one regiment of

Pennsylvania volunteers and a detachment of marines, who

were left behind at San Agustin under Quitman to care for
the principal depot and the hospitals at that point.
g division were

hundred and fifty men of Worth’
behind, to take care of his trains and baggage; and the fourth

regiment of artillery, with small detachments of Pillow’s
force, had been left on the field of Padierna. The result 8
that the effective American force attacking Churubusco may
be estimated at about eight thousand men. i

With respect to the losses sustained on both sides 1t B

not possible to speak with accuracy. The returns from
between the losses &

American army failed to distinguish
the nineteenth and the Josses on the twentieth o_f August

The total for both days amounted to 137 killed,

and its neighborhood the
and men—another staté-

d convent of Churubusco, and along the road

* fences of the capital.
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wounded, a e ’
ey n:ea ;}d 40 missing; or, in all, aggregate]
The Mexiey Oile-tent.h of Scott’s entire arm osses of 1,056
an losses no one ever attempted to)s:tate in
exact

ﬁgums

] 3 7 g g g n
¢
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the off Anaya and Salas—h :

B et of the republi S
ed and wounded in those t b estimated the

MdOfaHI'ankS whi o days at f

I ranks, which may very lik ys at four thou-

although it is apparent that tl:u:ijxf li)s:g; i)rfuiltl IS: eresthnate,
Ve been ex-

) ) g

joined th :
e ranks; so that the actual losses of the Mexi
can

army in the two d
probability, ays may be stated, with some degree of

at not less than six

to the loss an six thousand men.! ot

at Padiernzf ;‘fél Eis the capture of all the gz?éxicinn a‘ddillfmn

§even pieces— urubusco—stated by Sccg)tt a.rthirte
and the capture or destruction i

quantities of small-a
: -arms B
Besides these material ammunition, and other supplies,

Mexi rial losses, the m
b C:él ttr-oops cox}stxtuted an,even gr()::i efff%,upqn the
ective fighting strength. The Am::ic iminution of
an army had

10w met and overcom
| . e the Mexi 1
e : xicans in eve
. 3’ : ;ec; fgzghsfil 1cn th{; l(1)11i>en field, thejgal()iag)lr?dfc::g
i _Success y stormed forti iti
B Vs o regabl Mo uf
i X cceeded in turni .
hout fighting, th’f‘h most stronglyn%r:;:rgc};ujuﬁptgr-
B pal €y were now at the eity’s ! te-
expected that the rank and file o%a ;‘S
a'eiimeforward make any very ob:titij
ants who had shown themselves

of immense

The cond i
uct of the American army so far as concerned the

1The Mexi
i exican offici
fal 83 17,448 men, 'ﬁjlsr:izrﬁi C‘{L‘;}f 7 %347. gave the total force in th
ve of Valencia’s Arm e capi-
y of the North
, and

1281 men
my apparently rank and file g. 30 the returns

only.—(Apelacion al showed only
: buen Criterio, A
) APP.,




