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camp. But by this time Riley's troops had gained the 
shelter of the orchards near San Gerónimo, and a charge of 
the Mexican cavalry, in which General Frontera was killed 
at the head of his roen, was quickly repulsed. The Mexi­
cans, indeed, appear to have had little enthusiasm in their 
charge, and when their leader fell the whole body retired, 
and Riley's brigade continued through and beyond the vil-

lage. Meanwhile, Cadwalader had struggled across the Pedregal, 
descended into the ravine, and reached the San Angel road, 
when he became aware of a large body of Mexican troops 
advancing from the direction of the city of Mexico. Cad­
walader was therefore between two bodies of the enemy, 
but he faced toward his new ~ts and the latter did 
not attack. Instead, they moved off west of the road to 
occupy a hill lying between the villages of San Angel and 
San Gerónimo. 

Pillow, perceiving the arrival of these Mexican reinforce-
ments at about the same time that Cadwalader saw them, 
directed Morgan's I"et,uiment of Pierce's brigade to join Cad­
walader; and at the same time General Smith, with his 
brigade of Twiggs's division, followed Morgan without spe­
cific orders. The remaining regiments of Pierce's brigade 
were thereupon moved forward to the support of the bat· 
teries and down the slopes of the ravine, occupying tbe 
place which Smith's brigade had thus far held. This pog­
tion they continued to hold during the night, except that a 
body of Mexicans took and kept possession of the ranch 

buildings of Padierna. 
While these several movements were going on, and some-

where about three or four o'clock in the afternoon, Scott 
himself arrived from San Agustín. By that time Riley and 
Cadwalader were in possession of the ranch of Ansa.Ido and 
the village of San Gerónimo, Riley having fallen back to 
the shelter of the village to join Cadwalader when he found 
a large force of cavalry under General Torrejon in his fronl 
Scott saw at once that if San Ger6nimo were strongly OCCU­

pted by a force of infantry, such a force could arrest the re-
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The American troops meanwhile, ali but Shields's brigade, 
had assembled in the village of San Ger6nimo and between 
that and Ansaldo, facing Santa Anna, and General Smith, 
who took command of the whole body as the senior brigadier 
present, entertained an idea of attempting an immediate at­
tack upon Santa Anna's troops, but the swüt tropical night 
was falling and it was wisely determined not to begin the 
movement. Shields crossed the high-road after dark, halted 
to rest his men, and joined Smith's command at about ten 
o'clock at night--or possibly near midnight. 

While the American infantry was thus pushing in between 
Valencia and Santa Anna, Scott, Twiggs, and Pillow had 
remained at the hill of Zacatepec, for it was quite impossible 
for any horse to follow the route pursued by the American 
infantry, and Twiggs was lame and unable to accompany 
his division on foot. At sunset Scott returned to head­
quarters at San Agustin, where he was joined later by Twiggs 
and Pillow, who, in trying to find Pierce's brigade, had lost 
their way, and had almost ridden into Valencia's camp. 

At eleven o'clock that night Captain Robert E. Lee ca.me 
in from San Ger6nimo, having managed to make his way 
through the darkness and falling rain in spite of innumerable 
dangers and difficulties.1 Lee reported that the command­
ing oflicers at San Ger6nimo had determined to make an at­
tack upon the rear of Valencia's position immediately before 
daylight on the following morning, and that in arder to sup­
port this movement they wished "a powerful diversion" to 
be made on the front of Valencia's position. The plan was 
cordially approved by Scott, who directed that one ?rigade 
of Worth's division, and the remaining brigade of Qmtman's 
division should start at the earliest practicable moment­
which ;ould not be until daylight-to join Pierce's brigade, 
Twiggs and Lee then set out and rejoined Pierce that night; 
but Pillow, worn out with the fatigues of the day, was urged ' 
by Scott to remain at head-quarters until morning-which be 

did. 
1 

"The greatest feat of physical and moral courage performed by anY in-
dividual, in my knowledge, pending the ca.mpaign."-(Testimony of General 
Scott in Pillow's court of inquiry; Sen. Doc. 65, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 73.) 
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ravines wbich were in bis !ron t. But Valencia, without allow• 
ing Santa Anna's aid to finiBh delivering bis roessage, int,r­
rupted to say tbat he hnd fought the enemy for five hours, 
tha\ he was now holding him with one battalion ol infan\ry 
and Torrejon's cava\ry, and tha\ he (Valencia) would not 
retreat. Tbis message, with Valencia'• note, was delivered 
to Santa Anna bel ore roorning by \he aid who had \el\ Valen-

cia' s camp at ten o'clock at night.
1 

A\ t,hree o'c\ock in the roorning ol the nex\ day (Friday, 
August 20) the American troops lrom San Gerónimo were 
punctuallY ready to star\ for the attack upon V alencia's 
rear. The route wbich they designed to follow was the ra­
vine coroing in !roro the 50uthwest and lalling into the main 
stream jusi south ol the place where the Americans bad 
crossed the \atter on the afternoon before. The roen were 
drenched to the skin, cold, and hungry; bu\ these physical 
discomfor\s probably served only to sharpen their anxiety 
for action. The line ol \he ,dvance bad been reconnoi\rOO 
by Riley on the aftemoon before, and was re-examined by 
engineers and other staff of!icers during the nigh\; bu\ the 
ground was So diflicult and the night So dark that it was not 
until nearly daylight that the las\ of \he American \ro<Jll' 
were out ol \he village- Riley's brigade led, fo\\owed by 
Cadwalader and then Sroith, wbile Sbields was \el\ bebind 

at Ansaldo. By sunrise \he \eading American troops hnd reacbed • 
poin\ directly in the rear of V alencia's position and, ba,-in! 
drawn their wet loads and renewed the priroing ol their rous­
kets, roade ready to attack. They were still sheltered by 
the westerly s\ope of the bill lrom Valencia' s observation, bul 
as they rose to \he eres\ of the bill they found that their 
moveroent bad jusi been discovered. With \oud shouts the 
American troops at once dashed !rom three direc\ions inW 
\he \el\ fiank and rear of the Mexican intrenchments, whe• 
they were received by \he hasty fire ol two guns which bid 
been turned in their direction, and by a scattering fire of ill­
aimed musketry. The Mexicans were naturally in 111' 
greates\ disorder, for V al encía fled at the very beginning ,¡ 

1 
Memorandum o{ J. M. Ramiro; ibia,, 155, 
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