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Mexicaleingo by the remainder of
and Pillow’s divisions. Worth, mean-
could get over the road,
ake Chalco and atfack

frontal attack upon
Twiggs's, Quitman’s,
while, with such artillery as he
was to pass to the south of L

Mexicaleingo in the rear.!
The plan obviously involved the most serious risks; but

i the road south of Chalco was not passable for the amy
with all its trains and artillery, it was the only solution of
the problem which presented itself. Late in the afternoon,
however, Duncan and his party returned from their recon-
noissance, having had 2 okirmish with a party of guerillas
in which Lieutenant Schuyler Hamilton had been sev!

wounded, and reported to Worth the entire feasibility of

gaining the Acapuleo road. Duncan was at once de-

spatched, weary as
port in person the results of his
hearing his report Seott abandoned t
attack and determined upon pursuing

reconnoissance; and upon
he plan of a frontal
the southern route.

“Tn ordinary circumstanees,” says Ripley, “and in ordinary war
d Lake Chalco would have been dangeros

fare, the movement aroun
in the extreme, for it abandoned all communication, and left a longand
narrow, and in some places, as was afterward apparent, dangerous

defile in rear of the American army. Everything was placed in the

hazard of the battle by the movement, and retreat, in case of ill su&
cess, was out of the question. i

But the movement on Mexi
was no less hazardous in such eve
tive certainty of the greatest difficulty in the front; and as for fhe
impracticability of the retreat, such had been the character of all &
nearly all the operations of the war.

¥y

On the evening of Sunday, August 15, the

ment was begun, Worth leading and proc
tance on the road before dark. Pill

lowed on Monday morning, while Twiggs rem
on

14The plan almost decided upon is
the border of the canal leading to the eity. This as you
cure comfortable ghelter to our tr i

ghould these not come, & comparativ

%o Buchanan, August 14, 1847; Stale Dept. MSS.

. 3 Ripley, 11, 203.

will see

he was, to Scott’s head-quarters o Ié

nt, and, besides, there Was the posi-

to carry the town of Mmmlw

'An interesti
1 esting account of t
Yeat on during the three days :}e
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“in order to threaten the Pefi i
de%?ﬁge ni];ss enemy as long as ?)I:'thizzglf?/’l’emalcmgo o
ement of the American .
- army had
mwegrggrégiviaé Apna, and as soonyas it’v(;;:(;vuglsle;:een
i MeXicangiven for the withdrawal of the gre Cf 2
e roops to the fortified positions %f g .
i USCO. Ex-President Herrera was lefta:n
e toril;(};n’ afnd tI_le national guards return 13
i pe o E; city, dlstfontented and discoﬁr ed
| iy fg of an e.\'pe.dltion which had been b:g :
e gfothnmsy patriotism. They found th ity
B o i streztv;eilthler families. The sight Sfctlg
th%:;nﬁreszionable volunteef: not calculated to encourage
onday, August 16, Twiggs's divisi
4 , Twiggs's divis
ady‘;)atfli,magn;ir ;3101% after starting met the cg)\?alr?;rg? j&dl i
o ?ixcoco. Twiggs halted, deployed i t:a'rez
s st v};ilgn opened with his artillery upon th1: Mhn°e
. thén s Om adfew shots sufficed to disperse; and ?})l?‘
e &) hc;e ed without molestation over ’th "
e ath explored, reaching the Acapulcoehr'o?ld
- i ;;;t e rest of j;he army near the vill - E
e ,Viuagewashiothemse called, San Agustin 3(:’igeelo
b which had been in former days m aﬁ
oDy & j{)eople. of Mexico during the celeb o
e e Ascension.' The village lay in th rres
- O?blgrﬁciuctwe country, but on the west irmlil‘St
ok kcn ava, sterile, bleak and entirely de :S :
e , known as the Pedregal—an ancient f? e
o gehnf;i}:ib:n;g lgnountain of Ajusco. o eiing
R - nd about a mile north of i
Antoﬁ/f:fir‘r;e ig}alderqn called the “noble hsairileilgu ﬁtm
enter the court—yard,[l :hxs-gggh??s Wit .- asa yé)lf
, stables, and especially thee;fai::r};w?gc;l: l;iiirlic;;oyt-
" i alns

prodigious gambling and cock-fighting that

i Mezico, 163-165. the fair will be found in Madame Calderon’s
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of feudalism, they are on 0 large and magnificent a scale
This hacienda, as the Americans soon discovered, had been
strongly fortified by the Mexicans and completely com-
manded the approach to the city from San Agustin. About
two miles north of San Antonio on the road to the city was
g fortified convent and bridge at Churubusco, which was
held, although with what force was

known to be strongly
in, a mule track led

quite uncertain. West of San Agustin
across the Pedregal to another road running northerly

through the village of San Angel toward the city of Mexico.

The first obstacle to be encountered by Scott's army in
making an advance along the Acapulco road toward the
city was, therefore, the hacienda of San Antonio, which
could only be approached by artillery along a straight piece
of road, the ground upon the east being too soft for artillery;

and the ground upon

rough even for the passage 0
ing the works at San Antonio, therefore, resolved itself into

the question whether artillery could be taken from San
Agustin across the southern end of the Pedregal to the San
Angel road, a distance of five miles or less. That question
was soon answered by Seott’s engineers, who reported that
although the existing mule path was not practicable for
wheeled vehicles, it could be made practicable without

difficulty.
The engineers’ reports having been submitted to Genﬂ!l
d early on the nineteenth directing

Scott, orders were issue ith ¢
Pillow’s division to open & road for the siege trains i the
rection of San Angel, Twiggs being ordered to advance 8i%

cover Pillow’s division. The men were to carry suW
n their haversacks and to bivouac one night, it being €%
pected that their wagons would follow on the nest day.

Worth's division was to continue to mask San Antonio, 80
Quitman’s division was to remain in reserve ab San n
and eventually to follow Worth by the direct road.!

Pillow’s and Twiggs's divisions marched out acco ”

orders, and Pillow’s men set to work upon the roac:
1 General Orders No. 258; Sen. Doc. 65, 30 Cong., 1 8¢5, 470.

the west, the Pedregal, being too
f animals. The problem of turn-

Somet and Vlﬂages_
es.gave the name ¢

fently called by the
g e tvh]S neighborhood W

correctly, the battle of Padierng
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the troops advan

ced across t
they came upon the San Angelh
body of Mexican troops with

;30 alzledr}fgal, and just before
, they discovered g large

the other si numerous artillery
er side of that road and commandh?;t t]ﬂg?n pt0 e
estern out-

let 'I?Lfetélznpi;ho‘ ;;rlrliclz they had been following
A Angel road at this point ran
e D: gﬁgjﬁ&l ?I?}IPSE of_ a small mounfa(i)ll;t gt“r:;ir]y, e
s oo i{;:'el;:h l’il‘ﬁm?,tdy fell into what was, :s.llf 313}? 4
oy ! e banks of t pree
1t ran through a deep and mggedhiaf;nriam (;V EI_';% W
. Un 1ts west-

erly side a numb
lumber of other
B eoounteins fell int it £ jmall streams coming down from

E:ftories which seemed to
fnnence. The westerly trac
owed from San Agustin

afford good o i
i ; p})ortumties f
» Which Twiggs’s division h;;

lescending into the vall to the edge of the Pedr
ey of the main stre s elgaL
i M, passed close

which the Mexi
R can troops .
Mexicans as the hill of Pagiogs. - 2 K10Wn to the

Bame of Pelon Cuauhitly adierna, or by the native Indian

The San An
gel road ran from Padierna about a mile f
ur-

ther south, wh .
North of P;idj RS omied ot the village of Contreras

e 2ierna on the road was & ranch called Ansald

foot-hills , t of Ansaldo, among thoé
known as San Gerénimo
sides of the Magdalen;

f]mﬁte cro . Open and .

: be . 2 gEHeral] ultiv

g higher tﬁ ing Indian corn, now nea ly cultivated—the
an a man’s head. rly ripe and stand-

.

To the ranch of Padi
Padiern
onimo were not dis t{ncgwsho'ntreﬁ}l“'hﬂe Ansalgot:gg
e ] e Vi_]_]_age b -
eing f
name of the ranch., The contestnv%hi::e};

as, the
the battle of Contreras, anrsf%r;, tiaeneh(/} b:y the
exicans,
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The Mexican troops whom Pillow and Twiggs thus en-

countered proved to be Valencia’s Army of the North, with

a force of cavalry under General Torrejon. Valencia, as has

been seen, had been directed to occupy the village of 'rllzexcooo
in order to observe Scott’s movements, and at Texcoco

i i ‘hen the movement of
o remained until August 14, when t
gj}iﬁgi’v‘fmle army to the south of Lake Chaleo began to be

1 ided to march by way
ted. Valencia thereupon decide
ilflsgelfadalupe and the city to watch the San Angel road!

His division reached the village of San Angel on August 16,

and he immediately proceeded to reconnoitre in the direc-

tion of the village of Contreras with the view to ascertain-
ing whether the American forces could make their way

across the Pedregal to the San Angel road. He appears to

i lv possible means of cross:
have become satisfied that the only p o

1 beds was by means of the p _ .
laxilgyt?tfﬂljgzd %y Twiggs and Pillow on the limeéeer;thﬁnu:
. he wrote to danta

late on the seventeenth of August : .
i iscov hat there were four pa

that his officers had discov ered th : o

ich w acticable for artillery, an

in all, one of which was even pr actica or e
:oh terminated at San Angel. Thfaae officers, )

?‘i;)};l;(;d to Valencia that it would be impossible to proteck

the factory of Magdalena (Contreras), which was about five

miles from San Angel, and at the same time to watch all

four of the paths; and that if only the path leading 0 Par

dierna was guarded by his troops, he might end by being

i ins wi cor Or Means
completely cut off in the mountains without suc

of retreat. Valencia’s oﬁ'lcemdfurtéh%r ﬁell)grizc%essthit wt;:

lace of San Angel itself could not be DX s
}fcllrta{:;ﬁed and that there was no time for doing f'ehls 1?(;;“
of the ’nea.rness of the enemy. ffhey there or(:ml =
mended falling back nearer to the city of Mexico,

' +th two thousand infantry:*
i d that same night with two t -
lnfé);flia. Anna at once replied that as yet only the advane®

Agustin, that it co
of Secott’s army had reached San Ag fh gl
ms to have been undertaken wit! e(c}lu\’alencit; .

1 This movement see sh
3 to have wisl
in defiance of orders, as Santa Anna Bu‘-un;?I e tiarie, A 148, 150)

in.— lacion
wooq toward San Agustin. (Ape o .
Tvzf’ﬁencia to Minister of War, August 17, 1847; ibid., 151

- back toward San Agustin,

‘ﬂlindg&him of the America,

CONTRERAS

of but twenty-five hundred men with four field-pieces, and

that it was thBI‘EfOI'e im robabl
: th
take to march to Sa;l Aﬁge ble that Scott would under-

1 on the : :
face of a superior Mexican X n the followmg day in the

ce. Itw i
on the other hand B was believed that Scott,

. or t .
San Antonio by a direct assault, 0 carry the works at

! and Santa Anna consi
there Was 1o necessity for abandoning San Angelol?:flg:emi(:
Wwas positively known whether the enemy determined to

advance upon that point. Valenci
] . ncla was accordin -
dez:ed to remain at San Angel unless, contrary tcf a]lgbrfolgr
bility, Seott should advance op the fo ]

bi llowing mornin
; :

ml; ciﬁlz:t f:;sti, band Ol?ly in that case, your Excellen(ii ﬁg
0 tacubaya, being careful to learn positivel
underta,’lfing the march whether the enexﬁy h.el".;:e icltjsl;cl)lre
si.;arbed. But by the next morning, Wednesda thi

eighteenth of August, Valencig 0

h :
that so far from falling ad come to the conclusion

; back f
aty, as he had been ady rom San Angel toward the

: ised to do, i
him to advance south an 0 do, 1t would be better for

im to d occupy the hill of Padierna wi
his entire force; and during that day he threw up ini:ile;mc;;}f

ments and placed his guns in pogiti
proaches over the Pedizgal. position to command the ap-

While Valencia was thus busy

. intr . .
Americans were fonbine Intrenching himself the

. their reconnoissances in the di
; e direc-
ton of his camp, and at eleyen o’clock in the morninge((;f

Evuﬁgzday, Augus.t 18, a force which he estimated at twelve
. As;rong, with two guns, appeared in his neighbor-
' ew shots were fired and the American foree fell

. much . T
Mexican commander. 2 to the gratification of the

.Banalezilra. now fully expected to be attacked in foree, but
it Wouaidsesms to have become convinced that the real
B e made upon the haciends of San Antonio.
0 any rate, orders were sent to Valencia that evening

1l movements in front of the

! Aleorta to Valencia, A 3
* Valencia to Minict.. o oot 17, 1847; bid., 151,

inister of War, August 18, 1847 ;ibid., 153,
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; directs,” the ordet:s ran,
: esident therefore S h with the
s %xcellincri::zv}) lrnorning your Excell;encyd“ftﬁ(?r;a e i
“that at dawn to- our command an P & e
uader yous : in, sending forward
whole force of the army here vou will remain, s ;
i acan where jy t the bridge
ol \'}{{ag; t?:)f t(lllgyf(())rt of Churubusco and the works a
your artiller

of that name.”*

. : i brief
Jencia, however, had no idea of obeyu}ﬁ ;%zr‘;ehrye e
ks smcl , order and determined to remzfl icular Al
an_d w1 seems never to have been 1n any Saed he wadil
His motive tnd of Santa Ann%’s,_ and in le s
i - one of the principal factions. bendll
identified with any ally intriguing for his ov;'n -
rted Santa Anna
Bustamante and suppo drive bl
- hﬁeoﬁﬁgszgposed Santa Anna and helI;:S (f;enlr;r b
ity f the country in 1844; and he = Ilt s President d
qut : t himself into Santa Anna’s sea e
t.wi?us e ll))l‘ic He was probably not a vel'yf auccrcr)lrcr)lrlza likely o
the republic. Seott was far
¢ ]ea,rly that ; of the
dtl;etr’ k;tlattohets:: tlﬁe position at San Antonio by way
attem

! 1its
Angel road than he was to attack the hacienda and ¥
San Ange

ia, therefore, at 5 P. M
: rks. Valencia,
strong outlying Wo

i ipt of the
the Secretary of War acknowledgu}l]g r;ii;llizry -
o e h to Coyoacan and to send '131 o/
i I;11M‘f)1'idg<3 of Churubusco, and. pohﬁe yrd ;-)3 o
gardetgei’: :t being unable to comply with the o
is reg

him.

. 1 have done to
- 1d like” he wrote, “to reply. to this ogdel;‘oﬂé“l bocause of Bl
th IrsSh(li?lt unfo;‘tun&tely it is impossg)liilf‘:;ymvi’ew of events, t0 3:
omERn; iotic conscience, an nation
ity mi? pameogzhio I believe that the N Scf)aﬁ};hi b leads
things in the samm s ) these poSitiOns: an ? to me‘s
t abandoning . int. Itisas clear ¥
pends on no ' to Padierna at this poin . g on the
from San Augustin » will attack, if not to b
k the enemy . n two 0
the light of day Lhatthe will do it simultaneously :lhzoone hond!
e anlcslf tS:n Antonio and Churubusco on
points, namely,

: PR the army under y ade with
i “&1;31{ 1\E:vi}lllellcaiebaa).r feint, while the other will be m
that one a

8, 1847; ibid., 162.

i 1
1 Minister of War to Valencia, August

my command on the others

0t to the reasons given for hold

ining point in flank and
turn the position. This is w}

at I believe will happen if this road be
abandoned; and the Mexican

army will find itself attacked in flank
and in front, while, at the same time,

operate in this manner, he is free to approach the City with impunity,
—those of his forces who may have come by this village (San Angel)
being in a position to march directl

y from here upon Mexico either
by the straight road to Nifio Perd;

do, or else by that of Miscoac to
the gate of Piedad, or else to Tacubaya,”1

if the enemy does not choose to

At the same time he wr.
explaining that as a Mexi
he could not conscientio
abandon the position of
ability of victory, espec
that the abandonment
our destruction.”
chief adviser, he
only a great mist
most sacred duti

ote to Santa Anna a private letter
can and as a general in command
usly obey the orders to retreat and
Padierna, where he had every prob-
ially as he was perfectly convinced
of his intrenched camp “would be
And to Tornel, who was Santa Anna's
wrote that he considered it would be not

ake to obey the order hut betrayal of his

es; and he therefore begged Tornel to use

his influence with Santa Anna, inasmuch as the enemy

might be beaten beyond a doubt if the whole army were
toncentrated at Padierna.? To these communications Santa
Anna replied from

Churubusco that same night, explaining
that the order to fall hack hag been based upon the reasons
gven by Valencia himself in his note of th

e day before, in
Which he had reported that there were four paths leading
Iom San Agustin to San Angel, and that if he held the posi-

tion at Padierng he might be completely cut off without sup-
lies and without meang of retreat. This and other state-
MEnts in the letter referred to had seemed to he conclusive
0d were the reasons for directing a retreat to Coyoacan;
but at the same time the President could not be indiffer-

ing the post, and Valencia
ich he occupied, assuming
*Valencia to Minister of War, Aug. 18, 1847; ibid., 152,

Valencia to Santa Anna; same to Tornel, Aug, 18, 1847; ibid., 159,

it remain in the position wh
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abled him to find a sul : :
ble intrenched camp which he could defend.! - 3 mbﬁtﬁpzznhfie‘ﬁces while discharging th
Qanta Anna also sent a personal note to Valencia to the On the mornin m; fﬁr any disaster. g the whole re-
offect that the enemy’s movements had fully confirmed the - Valencia moved ]fs of Thursday, the nineteenth .
%\;[f)ectations upon which he had based his order of the day of Padiema‘—previolfslﬁwﬁ {SFCEJ from San Angel’t,g tzlr;u:f(])lri(l;i
ore. tachm : 7 held only by :
' mentéi-anentJ ;V t&ﬁf ad been eﬂgage)d ig t?n-rs‘}?ii;vay small de-
«Nevertheless,” he added, since the problem is presented, 1 do - foawait the e\'pEC% (tihe mol:ning his troops WegreuP lIltre.th-
not .V\'i.‘.’:h that its solution should be ba;.ed on any supposed lack of The hill Upc;n Wh{l? hAI?JEI'lca-Il advance, In position
patriotism on my part, in regard to which I %::ld t; 2: t}rlne:nt,h:z;dtlo elevation chi efly COV(':er h(;s tamp was situated was g
y happen, dope toward the Pedree alwmh fields of corn. The Zoaléild?d
2al was 3brupt1 and the VieW Wa:rtg

prefer to take my chances of all that ma
give an opportunity to any one to say that things did not turn out ke
~ some e
ut obstructed by trees and bushes

as well as they might because I insisted that they should be done cor-
rectly and according to rule. Do what you like and let each one bear
ility that pertains to him.”

that his reconnoissances had en

streams that emptied ;
the easterly slsmptled mto the Magdalena B

onsibility for what fok" WA placed i pes (not the summit) of th Brook.  Along

t he had the most pro- ‘ ed 1n the arc of g circle, Supporteiihgu, }Els artillery

. He had at the same time the)\?\re;ste glr'ea-t "

ear the bottom of the hill vev;g lf(l:lig

made up his mind weeks before that he would not venturé =
upon any offensive movements, and that the only chance of cavalry and infantry of the lin
success lay partly in intrigues to gain timetaric}lﬁs pa.!mt;yl':: valley d]irectly in front ofm:gleg If{l(l)m the Pedregal into th:
p to ehe W MEhers! A small advanced party ‘;2-: ;;Ja‘vcidreci m'gh skir-
I observa-

awaiting attack behind intrenchments. U ;
ted in Scott’s failure to deliver tion on the hill of Zacate
Pec, an eminence in the Pedregal

had been disappoin
attacks upon the strong positions at the Pefion and at S fhich commanded 3 viey
Antonio. But Scott’s  econnoissances in force during the Which any advance of :;?1“ as far as San Agustin, and
er was written had Ui g e American troops could r?;dil?’-osi
e

day upon which the foregoing lett .

doubtedly revived Mexican hopes that Scott might yet 8k On the left, of Val MO pl 3 4
3 e were the local trog

ps of

tack the lines of San Antonio, and for this reason Sant | San Luis Potosf, and on the ri
Anna was at that moment all the more willing to refrain | Made : ilinries s : ﬂght was Cabrera’s brigad
from attempting to exercise auth | J'uattz' il Qrsidtars acg;f:dmiutian i Ce%av :;
i d m - ~qua. v 2
I ! € rear of the batterjes ne%.r ;‘EZI‘SCGZE:: eSt(?b-
, and a

%ond line wag
formed by four battalions, including th
e

ing. i
mand, and he flatly refused to obey orders; and Santa Amns, § rda costq of Tamp;
expectation that the main 8 iﬂ’?.l)ﬂttl&a against TI:;f'c;rtroops who had seen service in all
.%m] l . y WhO were at ﬁI‘St

indulging in the hope and
tack would be directed upon San Antonio and not upod § "880ned at the rqnch
i . L1 . f
h of least resistance by leaving th¢ Salas, the late Pl‘e(;idj:;l?l;g(};s:ﬁdir the orders of Gen-
%€, Was composed of

Valencia, took the pat
5 hn B&YB the ran:

1 Minister of War to Valencia, Aug. 18, 1847; ibid., 153. :
~Inwasion Americana, llgh)lmu’ on the east of the b

*Santa Anna to Valencia, Aug. 18, 1847; ibid., 160.

the responsib

rook, was not occupied,
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the corps of engineers, three battalions of infantry, and
three regiments of cavalry; but they were soon withdrawn
to join the main body. The extreme right was supported
by two regular battalions. In this position Valencia waited
until afternoon, when he received a message from the hill
of Zacatepec that the Americans were advancing toward
that point.

When Twiggs had crossed the Pedregal, Smith’s brigade,
which was leading, drove back Valencia’s advanced parties
and emerged in full view of his camp. The rifle regiment
were sent forward as skirmishers to clear the ground,
Descending into the ravine, they came in contact with
some Mexican troops who were sheltered behind a maguey
hedge within about three hundred yards of Valencia's in-
trenchments. 'The riflemen seem to have fallen back at this
time to the Padierna ranch, so that the skirmishers on each
side held, speaking generally, the two opposite banks of the
brook at the bottom of the ravine. From this time for-
ward, during the remainder of the afternoon, the Ameri-
cans kept up an active fire, simulating, as far as possible,
a real attack.

As soon as the Mexican pickets had been thus driven back,
Magruder’s battery of field artillery and the mountain how-
itzer and rocket battery were placed in position opposite
Valencia’s camp and about nine hundred yards distant from
it at the top of the easterly slope of the ravine.

« As soon as our batteries were established,” as Twiggs reported,
“the enemy opened a most destructive fire from several of his large
guns. The cannonading was kept up on both sides for several hours,
until, compelled by the loss of officers, men, and crippled pieces, ouf
batteries were placed for the time under shelter.”

The cannonading on the American side was indeed entirely
futile, for the guns were too light to do any gerious damage
to the Mexican forces at the range at which they were comn-
pelled to fire; while the Mexican guns, of much heavier
calibre, soon began to get the range of the American bat
teries and, as one of Magruder’s men wrote, “nothing but

the enemy’s position.”
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ttiliru excass;vgly bax,i’ firing had saved our battery from bein
y annihilated.” At sunset the American skirmish .
seem t0 _h_a,ve_fallen back from the ravine toward a more "
g:h I;;)S:‘t,ilggl dlrn the Pedregal, and the batteries also were siﬁ
e ik awn, though tht_ay were unable to proceed far
i i szi ozv}gge ;f the difficulties of the ground. The
: s re, accompli i
.the ﬂ;mlse and fury of the cmonaﬁgfinzoiﬁiﬁiﬁ}iﬁ{mgh
?:om e tll;aévie; dqubtless served to divert Valencia’s attentior%
dersor; Important movements which the American
othmem, ﬂanank “ t;re l\rdnalfmg m an effort to turn one or the
A direct attaci u;:rllca\‘/nal];e.' s f
_ cia’s front, i i
l1:e1;|;lerouss artllle{y and over the difﬁcﬁltis ;ogfdfalf:dd .
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: g e ground upon the Ameri :
ﬂ to oﬁ:er tgny prospect of suceess; and th:r(;afgrtlaefg.fﬁ;
" temnrnnmo ; ; 100 as was practicable, Riley’s brigade ;)f reg-
L f ere sent far toward the American right in an
_ ? 0 gain the road leading from Padierna toward th
tty of Mexico, and thus to interpose, if possible, betweeg

Valencia and the cit
y. The route whi i
pelled to take was, as Twiggs reported, oy s
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most difficult and tedious, passing over volcanic rocks and across
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i Am:;rel);i mw ex.lough to permit the men to get over b
B m];zh . thy Ll?utena.nt Tower of the engineers thi§
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me 1{?12 inll:zgtry to cross the Pedregal in the direction
o foryCa,d been following, Riley, however, without
. Mmgthe e walader, pushed forward across the road
-l ];i?ga o}f Ansaldo, toward the village of Sar;
Fo re he reached that village he was con-

by a body of cavalry and two battalions of infantry
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4 one field-piece, which had been sent, from Valencia’s




