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strong detachment of the new "regular" troops, and Scott, 
after sorne hesitation, decided to wait for him also before 
attempting an advance. Pierce and his brigade arrived at 
Vera Cruz on June 27, 1847, where they found the yellow­
fever raging fearfully and the city everywhere appearing 
"like the very habitation of pestilence." Pierce at once 
moved his roen to Vergara, about two miles north of Vera 
Cruz, and there encamped on the beach, waiting for trans­
portation; but notwithstanding his best exertions he was 
delayed until the middle of July, his roen suffering a good 
deal from sickness. When at last he started he was attacked 
by guerrilleros near the N ational Bridge, but had little diffi.­
culty in driving them away; by the twenty-first of the 
month he wasat SantaAnna'shacienda of Manga de Clavo; 
and he reached Puebla on August 7 with twenty-four hun­
dred men in good arder and without the loss of a single 
wagon. Sorne of his roen, however, had been wounded on 
the road, and they had also experienced a good deal of sick­
ness, due, as he thought, to "excessive indulgence in f ruits, 
which it was found impossible to keep from the troops." 1 

In anticipation of Pierce's arrival Scott had carefully 
made his preparations for the march into the valley of 
Mexico, and with a force numbering in all 10,738, rank and 
file,

2 
he now set forth to meet an enemy who, he believed, 

might "amount to sorne thirty-odd thousand, including good, 
bad, and indifferent." 3 His communications with his base 
at Vera Cruz had long been diffi.cult. He now determined 
to sever them altogether. "Isolated and abandoned," as he 
thought himself, he made up his mind "to throw away the 
scabbard and to advance with the naked blade in hand."4 

The memory of Cortés and his ships never left Scott's mind, 
and with a boldness which subsequent events fully justified 
he advanced, like the CO'IU[Uistaaores, without the possibility of 

' retreat or reinf orcement, to attempt the capture of a popu-
1 

~wthome's Life o/ Franklin Pierce, 68-94. His account oí Pierce'e march 
~ largeiy oí extracta írom the Iatter's journal. 

'Scott to Marcy, Sept. 18, 1847¡ Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 1 seas., 384. 
ªSaine to same, July 25, 1847¡ H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 1013. 1

8ame to same, Feb. 24, 1848¡ ibid., 1223; Scott'e Autobiography, 460. 
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Shields, the marines and the Pennsylvania volunteers an­
other brigade, under Colonel W atson. 

Finally, the third division, under General Pillow, was made 
up of the two brigades which had last arrived. The first 
brigade, under General Cadwalader, consisted of the "volti­
geurs" and the newly raised eleventh and fourteenth regi­
ments, with Magmder's battery of field artillery.1 The 
second brigade, under General Pierce, comprised the new 
ninth, twelfth, and fifteenth regiments of "regular" in­
fantry. 2 

Pillow's two brigadiers deserve attention, for they were 
types of the men whom the American military system of that 
day placed in high command. They were both lawyers of 
distinction, both, of course, Democrats, and each was about 
forty-two years of age. George Cadwalader was a native of 
Philadelphia, and was descended from a family whose mem­
bers had achieved distinction in the Revolutionary War, but 
he was as yet without other military antecedents. Frank­
lin Pierce was also the son of a soldier of the Revolution who 
had been a governor of N ew Hampshire. He had graduated 
at Bowdoin College in the class of 1824; had served nine · 
years in both houses of Congress, where he had been an 
ardent supporter of Jackson and Van Buren; and had re­
signed from the Senate in 1842. Af ter retiring from Con­
gress he had enjoyed a successful legal practice in New 
Hampshire, serving as United States district attorney. He 
had declined a reappointment to the Senate to fill a vacancy, 
and had also declined the appointment of Attorney-General 
of the United States. When the war broke out Pierce had 
enlisted as a private in the N ew Hampshire battalion of 
,·olunteers raised under the call of N ovember, 1846, where he 
had his first experience in military drill; and on March 3, 
1847, he was appointed brigadier-general, to command one 
of the brigades of the new regular troops raised for the war. 

1 

M&gruder's battery was formed from the men of the first artillery regiment, 
~-~armed with guns taken from the Mexicana at the battle of Cerro Gordo. 
U\Ullewall" Jackson was the junior lieutenant of the battery. 

, 

1 

Further details as to the organization of the army will be found in Scott's 4 1do/riography, 460--465. 
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Everything being ready at last, the march from Puebla 
began on the morning oí August 7, the cavalry brigade and 
Twiggs's division leading the way. A little before sunrise 
the troops were drawn up in the plaza in the presence of 
nearly the whole population oí the city, who had turned out 
to witness their departure. The general, to quote an eye-

witness, 

"took off bis hat, and waving it around bis head-his wbite locks 
giving bim the appeara.nce of sorne inspired old patriarch-shouted 
forth in the voiceof a Stentor: 'Now, my lads, give them a Cerro Gordo 
shoutl' A simultaneous hurrah arose on the morning air, from twenty­
five hundred brazen throats, that shook the walls of the palace and 
must have given a death-blow to the hopes of any Mexícan patriots 
who were looking on. The cry was joined in and prolonged by the 
by-standers of the other corps, and before its echoes had died away, 
the division, with its bands playing and banners flying, was in motion. 
lt was, indeed, a thrilling spectacle to behold this vanguard of the 
American army moving to the conquest of Mexico." 

1 

The next day Quitman's division marched out, and it was 
followed on the ninth and tenth oí August by Worth's and 
Pillow's divisions. General Scott himself leí t Puebla on the 
eighth with Quitman, but he soon overtook and continued 
with Twiggs. The various corps were at no time beyond 
five hours-seven or eight miles-apart, which Scott con­
sidered "supporting distan ce" ; and that they were suffi­
ciently near was proved by the entire failure oí the Mexican 
cavalry to annoy them. The army, therefore, marched for­
ward without interruption, precisely as Cortés had advanced 
three hundred and twenty-eight years before. Llke Corthi 
they found at one point that the road had been obstructed 
by í elling trees and by sorne beginnings oí intrenc~en~; 
but they pushed forward through Texmelúcan and Rio ~

0
, 

north oí the great snow mountain oí Iztaccihuatl, to a pomt 
nearly ten thousand five hundred feet above the sea. ~ 
the third day aíter leaving Puebla each division ca.me 

10 

succession to the summit oí the pass. 
1 Semmes, 320. 
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On each flank of the line between these two points were 
marshes and lakes, so that a turning movement was not 
possible except by a very long march around the lakes to the 
east and north, or by a shorter march westerly along the 
southern shore of Lake Chalco. Foot-hills, however, of the 
southern mountains carne down close to Chalco, and it was 
the belief of the Mexican commanders that that road was 
impracticable for an army. Nevertheless, west of Chalco 
the high-road leading south from the city of Mexico to 
Cuernavaca and Acapulco was fortified at two points: first, 
at the bridge and convent of Churubusco, and, second, fur­
ther south at the hacienda of San Antonio. To the westof 
the city the hill of Chapultepec, crowned by the old palace 
of the Spanish viceroys, whose guns commanded two of the 
roads issuing from the city, was considered a sufficient pro­
tection. On the north a beginning had been made in forti­
fying the hills near Guadalupe, but it had been subsequently 
decided to construct no fortifications on that side beyond 
the city gates, so that Guadalupe remained almost unpro-

tected. Santa Anna by this time had succeeded in collecting and 
equipping a large force of men-probably over twenty 
thousand-most of whom seem to have been recruited in or 
near the capital. He had also been joined by the so-called 
Army of the North, consisting chiefly of what had been left 
of the Buena Vista expedition, and numbering more than 
four thousand effectives. Under the command of General 
Valencia these troops marched, near the end of July, from 
San Luis to the city of Mexico, having with them twenty­
two guns, two of which were American guns taken at 
Buena Vista. They reached the village of Texcoco, east of 
the lake of the same name, on August 11, 1847.

1 

Santa Anna's plan was purely defensive. It was bis ~­
tention to hold the fortifications of the Peñon and Mexi­
calcingo with the principal part of his forces, while Valencia, 
with bis Army of the N orth and a force of cavalry under 
General Juan Alvarez, should operate fartber from the city. 

1 
For the details of this march, see Balbontin, Jnvasion Americana, 105-UYJ, 

o 
8 

~ 



CONTRERAS 455 

The orders were that Valencia should hold Texcoco and 
watch the advance of the American army, and fall back to 
Guadalupe if Scott advanced east of the lake of Texcoco, 
and, in case he invested the Peñon, to attack him in the rear. 
The cavalry of Alvarez was to remain in camp near Atlixco, 
twenty miles southwest of Puebla, but as soon as Scott 
advanced beyond Texmelúcan, Alvarez was to follow, an­
noying the enemy whenever possible and attacking vigor­
ously when he saw him involved in an attempt on any one 
of the fortified points near the city. Should he attack the 
Peñon, Alvarez was to join Valencia.1 

On the same day that Valencia, coming from Guadalupe, 
occupied Texcoco, August 11, Scott, with Harney's cavalry 
and Twiggs's infantry, reached the village of Ayotla, in front 
of the Mexican lines, where he halted and at once began 
careful reconnoissances of Santa Anna's fortified positions 
on the line of the Peñon and Mexicalcingo. 

"The reconnaissances of the twelfth and thirteenth," as Captain 
Lee of the corps of engineers wrote home, "satisfied us of the strength 
of the enemy's defences in our front. Their principal deíence was at 
El Peñon, commanding the causeway between the Lakes of Tezcuco 
and Chalco. The hiil of El Peñon is about three hundred feet rugh, 
having three plateaus, of different elevations. It stands in the waters 
of Lake Tezcuco. Its base is surrounded by a dry trench, and its 
sides arranged with breastworks, from its base to its crest. It was 
armed with trurty pieces of cannon, and defended by 7,000 men under 
Santa Anna in person. The causeway passed directly by its base; the 
waters of the lake wasrung each side of the causeway for two miles in 
front, and the whole distance, seven miles, to the city. There was a 
battery on the causeway, about four hundred yards in advance of the 
Peñon; another by its side; a third a mile in front of the entrance to 
the city, and a fourth at the entrance. About two miles in front of 
the Peñon a road branched off to the leí t, and crossed the outlet of 
Lake Hocrumillico [Xocrumilco ], at the village of Mexicalcingo, six 

1 

A])elacion al buen Criterio, App., 146-150. Alvarez, who commanded the 
eavalry, subsequently became Prcsident of Mexico and incurred the enmity 
<í Santa Anna, who, in bis memoirs, gives him the worst character. He was, 
:?9 Santa Anna, a monster of cruelty and known as "the panther of the 

uth," and was also a coward. Santa Anna saya he was of African descent 
V the mother's side.-(Mi Hiswria, 101-103.) But see Bancroft's Mexico, 
, 666-674, where Alvarez is well spoken of. 
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miles from the main road. This village, surrounded by a. ma.rsh, was 
enveloped in ba.tteries, and only a.pproached over a. pa.ved causeway, 
a. mile in length; beyond, the causewa.y continued through the marsh 
for two miles further, a.nd opened upon terra. fuma. a.t the village of 

Churubusco.'' 1 

The garrison of the Peñon was in large part composed of 
volunteers from the city of Mexico, consisting of four newly 
raised battalions k.nown respectively as Victoria, Hidalgo, 
Independencia, and Bravo, the first two being composed 
mostly of roen of good f amilies and some social position, and 
the two latter of artisans and mechanics. It had been pre­
viously announced that upon the approach of the American 
troops a single alarm gun should be fued in the city as a 
signal recalling to every Mexican between filteen and sixty 
years old the duty of presenting himself with or without arms 
at the fortified points of the capital, in accordance with an 
order issued by the Minister of War. Early in the morning 
of August 9 rumors had been in circulation that the American 
vanguard had moved from Puebla, and a great number of 
people o! ali classes a,sembled in and about the Natiooal 
Palace, waiting impatiently for the sound of the alarm gun. 
At two o' clock in the af ternoon the signal was given, and 
it was immediately greeted by enthusiastic cheers for the 
republic and the President, and orles o! death to the enemi<o 
of the country, while at the same time the bands of music of 
the various bodies of troops struck up popular airs. The 
head-quarters of the battalions of the national guard were 
soon crowded with people coming to enlist, and Santa .Ann& 
issued a patriotic proclamation calling upon the people of 
Mexico to "imitate the virtues of their Spanish ancestors 
and show themselves the heroes of the new world." 'fhe 
clergy lent their presence and encouragement to the vol­
unteers, who marched out at once over the seven miles from 
the city to the Peñon, where their camp for several days 
wea visited by numbers o! weU-to-do people who regaidtll 
the occasion as a sort of agreeable picnic. General Bravo, 

1 
Captain R. E. Lee to Mrs. Totten, Aug. 22, 1847 j Sen. Doc, 65, 30 Coal,, 

1 sess., 461. 

CONTRERAS 

meanwhile had ass d 457 . , ume comm d . 
~exrnan forces awaited with an at ~exicalcingo, and th 
Jike general enthusia.sm' th something, for the mome te 
1can mvaders.1 ' e expected attack by th Amn ' Whil S e er-

e cott was pushin his 
Ayotla the other di . . g reconno~ces in f 

th 
VIS1ons of his ront of 

ey encamped in his army were arrivin 
Worth's division bein rear along the shores of Lake Jha)and 
easterly border of th glakt the httle village of Chal co, . e a e W orth . co on the 
conn01ssances in the . hb Immediately b 
to ascertaining whed:rigit ;rhood of_ his camp, witheg,:mvi:-
~ove westward, south f Las practicable for the w 
highway Ieadin ° ake Chalco 8 army to 
tion of Cuernaf a~::J~m tulhe city of Me::~ tf :tthe 
of the Peñon and M . cap co, thus turnin h ec­
sidered b S exicalcingo This g t e positions 
. . y cott while th . .route had been 

bis engmeers had e army remamed at p con-
was available in cardef ~y gathered such inf uebl~, and 
on the h 1 regar to it; but th . ormat10n as 
the mJn: e, funfav_orable, and Scottei:d~ce seemed to be 
had . g o any mquiries in th . se had not directecÍ 
Coio:'v~: the vaJ!ey. Unde:t #:t(~n ~ter the troops 
-1ied can, o! the artillery 't or ers, however 
the ad on the early morning of Á Wl h a strong escort' 
artillro , though rough could r adilugust 14 and found that 

ery and tr · I ' e Y be mad 
lhe lake upon =· t ran over the hills al e pa.ssable for 
who went within t ground and appeared to Dong the edge of 

en miles f th uncan's part 
no real difficult' o e Acapulco h. h y, 

0n the ~es to the passage of th ~g way, to offer 
Scott had morrung of that same da ( e entire army. 
heod summoned a meetin r Saturday, August 14) 
tack -quarters at Ayotla, and 1 -~ bo general officers at his 

.d upon the fortified vill a1 efore them a plan f • 
811 ' he did t age of Mexi al . o a1r 
ean's reconn:•º consider unalterable shc0Jt1f?1 which, he 
Chaico ISsance prove that th o onel Dun­
ing the was_ practicable. His lan e ~oute. south o! Lake 

Penon by a relativelyp 'anbnefly, mvolved mask-
• Méico sm body d 

213-218. d través de /.os Sigl.os, IV 671 · A an making a , , puntes para la H. . istoria de la Gum-a, 


