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gtrong detachment of the new “regular” troops, and Scott,
after some hesitation, decided to wait for him also hefore
attempting an advance. Pierce and his brigade arrived at
Vera Cruz on June 27, 1847, where they found the yellow-

fever raging fearfully and the city everywhere appearing

“like the very habitation of pestilence.” Pierce at once

moved his men to Vergara, about two miles north of Vera,
Cruz, and there encamped on the beach, waiting for trans-
portation; but notwithstanding his best exertions he was
delayed until the middle of J uly, his men suffering a good
deal from sickness. When at last he started he was attacked
by guerrilleros near the National Bridge, but had little diff-
eulty in driving them away; by the twenty-first of the
month he was at Santa Anna’s hacienda of Manga de Clavo;
and he reached Puebla on August 7 with twenty-four hun-
dred men in good order and without the loss of a single
Wwagon. Some of his men, however, had been wounded on
the road, and they had also experienced a good deal of sick-
excessive indulgence in fruits,
which it was found impossible to keep from the troops.” 1
In anticipation of Pierce’s arrival Scott had carefully
made his preparations for the march into the valley of
Mexico, and with a force numbering in all 10,738, rank and
ﬁlfz,’ he now set forth to meet an enemy who, he believed,
might “amount to some thirty-odd thousand, including good,
bad, and indifferent.” s Hig communications with his base
4 Vera Cruz had long been difficult. He now determined
10 sever them altogether. “Isolated and abandoned,” as he
fought himself, he made up his mind “to throw away the
Mabbard and to advance with the naked blade in hand.”*
_smemory of Cortés and his ships never left Scott’s mind,
ad with a boldness which subsequent events fully justified

h? vanced, like the conquistadores, without the possibility of

or reinforcement, to attempt the capture of

a popu-
~Hawthorne’s Lie of Prankiin Pierce, 68-04. His account of Pierce’s march
Wsists largely of extracts from the latter's journal. :
Marcy, Sept. 18, 1847: 8 . ., 384,
same, July 25, 1847; H. R. Do, 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 1013,
same, Feb. 24, 1848; ibid., 1223; Scott’s Aulobiography, 460.
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Jous city, the capital of & country of seven million inhabi-

tants.
The city of Puebla was left in charge of a small garrison

of three hundred and ninety-three men, consisting of one
small company of cavalry, two of regular artillery, and Six
companies of Pennsylvania volunteers, all under command
of Colonel Childs, of the regular army. 'There were, in addi-
tion, eighteen hundred sick in the hospital, of whom many
were convalescent, besides a number of civil employees
Childs also had available for defence a considerable amount
of captured artillery.’
Seott’s staff was numerous and well organized, and his
engineers in particular were remarkable for their charac:
ter and attainments. Almost all of them subsequently ae-
quired brilliant military reputations. They were Major
John Lind Smith, Captain Robert E. Lee, and Lieutenants
P. G. T. Beauregard, Isaac 1. Stevens, Z. B. Tower, Gustavus
W. Smith, George B. McClellan,and John G. Foster.
The army was organized ‘nto four infantry divisions, with
der Colonel Harney, consisting of de-
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ady at last, the march from Puebla

Everything being re
7, the cavalry brigade and

began on the morning of August
Twiggs's division Jeading the way. A little before sunrise
the troops were drawn up in the plaza in the presence of
nearly the whole population of the city, who had turned out
to witness their departure. The general, to quote an eyes

witness,

his head—his white locks

“took off his hat, and waving it around
ed old patriarch—shouted

giving him the appearance of some inspir
forth in the voiceof a Stentor: “Now, my lads, give them a Cerro Gordo
shout!’ A simultaneous hurrah arose on the morning air, from twenty-
five hundred brazen throats, that shook the walls of the palace and
must have given a deat blow to the hopes of any Mexican patriots
who were looking on. The cry was joined in and prolonged by the
by-standers of the other corps, and before its echoes had died away,
the division, with its bands playing and banners flying, was in motion.
It was, indeed, a thrilling spectacle to behold this vanguard of the

American army moving to the conquest of Mexico.”?

The next day Quitman’s division marched out, and it was

tollowed on the ninth and tenth of August by Worth’s and

Pillow’s divisions. General Scott himself left Puebla on the

eighth with Quitman, but he soon overtook and continued
ous corps were at 1o time beyond

with Twiggs. The vari
five hours—seven or eight miles—apart, which Scott co

sidered “supporting distance”; and that they were
ciently near was proved by the entire failure of the Mexican

cavalry to annoy them. The army, therefore, marched for-

ward without interruption, precisely as Cortés had advanced

three hundred and twenty-eight years before. Like Cortés

they found at one point that the road had been obstruc'w_d-
of intrenchments;

by felling trees and by some beginnings
but they pushed forward through Texmeltican and Rio Fio,
north of the great snow mountain of Iztaccihuatl, t0 8
nearly ten thousand five hundred feet above the sea. 0“
the third day after leaving Puebla each division came n
succession to the summit of the pass.

1 Semmes, 320,
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On each flank of the line between these two points were
marshes and lakes, so that a turning movement was not
possible except by a very long march around the lakes to the
east and north, or by a shorter march westerly along the
southern shore of Lake Chalco. Foot-hills, however, of the
southern mountains came down close to Chalco, and it was
the belief of the Mexican commanders that that road was
impracticable for an army. Nevertheless, west of Chaleo
the high-road leading south from the city of Mexico to
Cuernavaca and Acapulco was fortified at two points: first,
at the bridge and convent of Churubusco, and, second, fur-
ther south at the hacienda of San Antonio. To the westof
the city the hill of Chapultepec, crowned by the old palace
of the Spanish viceroys, whose guns commanded two of the
roads issuing from the city, was considered a sufficient pro-
tection. On the north a beginning had been made in forti-
fying the hills near Cuadalupe, but it had been subsequently
decided to construct no fortifications on that side beyond

the city gates, so that Guadalupe remained almost unpros
tected.

Santa Anna by this time had succeeded in collecting and
equipping a large force of men—probably over twenty
thousand—most of whom seem to have been recruited in of
near the capital. He had also been joined by the so-called
Army of the North, consisting chiefly of what had been left
of the Buena Vista expedition, and numbering more that
four thousand effectives. Under the command of General
Valencia these troops marched, near the end of July, from
San Luis to the city of Mexico, having with them twenty-
two guns, two of which were American guns taken
Buena Vista. They reached the village of Texcoco, east o
the lake of the same name, on August 11, 1847

Santa Anna’s plan was purely defensive. It was his il
tention to hold the fortifications of the Pefion and Mex®
calcingo with the principal part of his forces, while Valencis
with his Army of the North and a force of cavalry 1111}']"?I
General Juan Alvarez, should operate farther from the eity:

1 For the details of this march, see Balbontin, Invasion Americand, 105-108-
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The orders were that Valencia should hold Texeoco and
watch the advance of the American army, and fall back to
Guadalupe if Scott advanced east of the lake of Texcoco,
and, in case he invested the Pefion, to attack him in the rear.
The cavalry of Alvarez was to remain in camp near Atlixco,
twenty miles southwest of Puebla, but as soon as Scott
advanced beyond Texmeldcan, Alvarez was to follow, an-
noying the enemy whenever possible and attacking vigor-
ously when he saw him involved in an attempt on any one
of the fortified points near the city. Should he attack the
Peiion, Alvarez was to join Valencia,!

On the same day that Valencia, coming from Guadalupe,
occupied Texcoco, August 11, Scott, with Harney’s cavalry
and Twiggs's infantry, reached the village of Ayotla, in front
of the Mexican lines, where he halted and at once began
careful reconnoissances of Santa Anna’s fortified positions
on the line of the Pefion and Mexicaleingo.

“The reconnaissances of the twelfth and thirteenth,” as Captain
Lee of the corps of engineers wrote home, “satisfied us of the strength
of the enemy’s defences in our front. Their principal defence was at
El Pefion, commanding the causeway between the Lakes of Tezeuco
and Chaleo. The hill of EI Pefion is about three hundred feet high,
having three plateaus, of different elevations, It stands in the waters
of Lake Tezcuco. Its base is surrounded by a dry trench, and its
sides arranged with breastworks, from its base to its crest. It was
armed with thirty pieces of cannon, and defended by 7,000 men under
Santa Anna in person. The causeway passed directly by its base; the
waters of the lake washing each side of the causeway for two miles in
front, and the whole distance, seven miles, to the city. There was a

on the causeway, about four hundred yards in advance of the

Pefion; another by its side; a third a mile in front of the entrance to
the city, and a fourth at the entrance. About two miles in front of
Peiion a road branched off to the left, and crossed the outlet of
ake Hochimillico [Xochimileo], at the village of Mexicaleingo, six

* A pelacion al buen, Criterio, App., 146-150. Alvarez, who commanded the
Cavalry, subsequently became President of Mexico and incurred the enmity
of Santa Anng in his memoirs, gives him the worst character. He was,

y & monster of cruelty and known as “the panther of the
B,outh," and was also a coward, Santa Anna says he was of African descent
98 the mother's side.—(Mi Historia, 101-103.) But see Baneroft’s Mezico,

1 90-674, where Alvarez is well spoken of,




456 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO .
Co
road. This village, surrounded by 2 marsh, was i NTRERAS 457
meanwille, had ass '
, umed command at Mexicaleingo, and th
) e

hed over a paved causeway, Vexi
tinued through the marsh exican forces awaited, with something. §
g, for the mom
ent,

o mile in length; beyond, the causeway con

for two miles further, and opened upon terra firma at the villageof = like general enthusi

Churubusco.” ! ican invaders.! uslasm, the expected attack by the Am
! , , While Sc - o

The garrison of the Pefion was in large part composed of Ayotla the (g;hga‘;_ml%hm,g his reconnoissances in £
volunteers from the city of Mexico, consisting of four newly | e—r ivisions of his army were arri front of
raised battal.ions known respectively as Vict(_)ria, Hidalgo, '~ Worth’s diViSiO{inb}el'lS rear along the shores of ilz;mk‘;%g, -
Tndependencia, and Bravo, the first two being gqmpoeed B eely border of Elg at the little village of Chal halco,
mostly of men of good families andhson_le socllalhlﬁlgmn, and sonnoissances in thte zelialfl% 1YVOrth immediately g:gOn the
echanics. 1t een pre- : . ghbor . an re-
S j to ascertaining whether it wasogfagii?;ifa}np' with a view
e for the arm

y to

the two latter of artisans and m
the American
| move westward, south of Lake Chalco
) 80 a5 to gain the

viously announced that upon the approach of

troops a single alarm gun should be fired in the city asa highway leading south f -
; g rom the city of Mexico i

co 1n the direc-

sional recalling to every Me.xicar% between fifteen and sixty fion of Cuernavaca and
ears old the duty of presenting himself with or without arms B 0e Perion and T\&n | Acapulco, thus turning the positi
at the fortified points of the capital, in accordance with an sidered by Scott *'I?chalcingo, This fOUten%a,de positions
order issued by the Minister of War. Early in the morning his engineers hadWhﬂe the army remained at P been con-
of August 9 rumors had been in circulation that the American 4 Was available in re ;%GFUI!Y gathered such Eilnf Oggblg, and
had moved from Puebla, a.r:ldaaggurfaél nu;]{:lal‘)t?; nc?df :lx;the whole, unfa forabfs ﬁdbgt tthe evidence seem:;lg: bas

e 1 makin e cott hi L0,

g of any inquiries in that dirltlelgiieglhaag n?ildlrecmd

er the tr 00ps

miles from the main
enveloped in batteries,

people 0
Palace, wai ' o had arrived i
A : . . - n the valley. U
A e 3 d by enthusiastic cheers for the meld Duncan, of tlfe agtllll(li:r ,WOI:th’S orders, however
ust 14 and found th 3
at

it was immediately greete
republic and the President, an

of the country, while ab the same

the various bodies 0
head-quarters of the b

d il dosih o i SRR 1, oy o iy
f troops struck up po ular airs. TH the]all;y and trains. It ran ov y be made passable for
a?l' o ard wee | € upon firm ground er the hills along the ed

_ attalions of the I}atlonal gu who went within ten mil and appeared to Duncan’ ge of
soon crowded with people coming to enlist, and Santa Amé | Do real difficult es of the Acapulco high § party,
issued & patriotic proclamation calling upon the peoph_of On the mOmiES tf} the passage of the entirge :"g: to offer

Mexico to “imitate the virtues of their Spanish ancesritng Seott had tgm(::d that same day (Saturday, A y-
" Th summoned a meetin , August 14)

: uart; 4 of ge

B oo e e s
n of at-

and show themselves the heroes of the new world. g
to the tack upon
i th : :
e fortified village of Mexicalcingo, which, h
L y 1€

clergy lent their presence and encouragement 10 .
ho marched out at once OVer he seven miles 508 b 8 be did not consider unalt
unalterable should C
olonel Dun-

unteers, W
the ci’-cy to the Pefion, where their camp for several U&F B8 reconnoissan
was visited by numbers of well-to-do pgople who regarded § Ulialeo wag practicc:blprove that the route south of
rt of agreeable pienic. General Bra¥0 1 the Pefion by g :(;Iafgrlsl Plan,aﬁrieﬂy, involvec(lj nfaisﬂl{ce
y small body and makin 4
g a

the occasion as 2 80
2. Lee to Mrs. Totten, Aug. 2218473 Sen, Doc. 65,3000 fézicy g
213"2]8, ravés de los Sig!,os]

1 Captain
1 gess., 461. V. 671
» 671; Apuntes para la Hi
Historia de la Guerr
a!




