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“ Having previous!y ascertained,” he reported, “ that General Santa
letter f Mr. Both expresse
etter from M xpressed a willingness that their letters should
As ould be re-

Anna would consent favourably to receive the
moved from th
e files of the department; and thus en Bl 1
ed the

retary Buchanan, and as I knew that there was a very large party in
Congress favourable to peace, I addressed a private Note to Sefior absurd quarrel which had del
e ayed for at le :
east six “'eeks
any

Ibarra, who has been just named Secretary of State, enclosing the 1 p(BSibih'ty of Brkinki et e
with Mexico. at a ti
, 4t a time when
con-

American Minister’s letter, and expressing my earnest hope that : .
¢ —It was forthwith translated eﬁvgbly that government might ha
wgﬂder terms of peace.! £ ve been very willi g o

favourable results would spring from i
and given to General Santa Anna, who expressed himself to Mr.
Thornton as anxious for the arrangement of the difficulties between 'Sa-ﬂta Anna’s decision to ]
the two countries, and pmmised that as soon as it was possible to ation of Buchanan’s HE 0 ea:l'e to C()ngress th. omiid
) together to form a house, A ! was due sider-
. pril 20, under which an attempt ’b;ft(}?lourse, to the law of
7 the executive to
open

collect a sufficient number of Ministers (sic
ss, and would use his best en- ape .
negotiations with the American govern
ment was decl
ared

he would submit the Note to Congre
deavours for its immediate and favourable consideration. T must A act of ¢
of treason; and th
; ough Santa Anna,
would prob-

say that those endeavours appear to have been faithfully carried out;
but such is the extraordinary impracticable character of this people ably not have hesitated to vi 1
that for the past four days, the Government have been unable to strong enough to do so, h i ate any statute if he had {
collect a sufficient pumber to constitute & house. fly in the face of an a :t e did not dare, in this instan elt
tted through me aletter feelings of at least C of Congress which re ce, to
a lar ge part of th g presented the
e ruling class, and a vio-

“]pn the meantime Sefior Ibarra has transmi
addressed to Mr. Qecretary Buchanan, couched in polite terms and Btion of which
] Wi
ould undoubtedly have been seized
1Z¢! upo.
or a revolution, e

promising the earliest attention of Government through Congress to by his enemi
mies as a suffici
i Secretly, h cient excuse f,
owev
Y, however, he endeavored to make som, thing
€
out

the contents of that Note.” !
Thornton took Tbarra’s note to Puebla, where he arrived gf:t Sltuatmne and word was sent to Tri
on June 24, and notified Trist and Scott of the fact that a of th 5;)]‘_’:3 Mexico who represented tho Trist by persons in
special session of Congress had been called to consider the we ident, to the effect that it emselves to be agents
subject of negotiations for peace. Incidentally, his visit lﬂBatu]};jzn terms of peace if Santa m:aoﬂd be possible to
coincided with and may have been in part the cause of & that he disposal payable on the s had a million dol-
reconciliation between these two adversaries. shle fo;;?lus't also have ten thousand ggiln g of the treaty, and
On June 25 letters were exchanged between them, eopies would with. If these conditions w 4% 0n account, pay-
of which have not been preserved, but the tenor of ich open Oég;lzle to name Mexican comnfi_rszigomphed with, he
may readily be inferred. A month later Trist, wr‘ltmgtn . St paymeﬁ:gotiat_mns, The million dolrlla,e;-: who should
f State, declared that he had misconceived Scofs & it would seern ¢ not included in the text of was to be a
character, whose ‘conduct has been ¢ rized by ¢ ¥ dollarg ¢, m that it was understood thao the treaty; and
purest public spirit, and a fidelity and devotion which W& S resigtap, be paid down were to be t the ten thousand
not be surpassed to the views of the Government”’; and Seott The ce of members of Congress.? used to overcome the
wrote to the War Department that since about June 208 ‘ws"gg&‘tm appealed both to Scott and Trist
' ‘ to r1st, who were

Secretary 0

happy change had occurred in his relations with Trist; S5 g 5 Cong,Bucm’ el

that “our intercourse has been frequent and cordi ,all“' that '1} eﬁ £30, 1011 It t“t, aff’ u*:‘]fiﬂrcm July 25, 1847; HL. R. Dog

have found him able, discreet, courteous, and iable. '.-';.%Mmu:egrwi; %mitb. with whom ?rr?i(.e,?dhg?f;:;tipg in the army
L, | ‘hnion English Minister is e ght the two irascible gentlem living at Pucbls,

+ Bankhead to Palmerston, June 26, 1847, No. 61; .'é. 0. 3{& 1:“" -hhn:-':’m“ J;ribe is absolut;?aiie&iisl;e ‘tllgfbgling about a peiﬁewgf{t:e;,

09 1R47. is pri tn & " gy =y -ace.

note, dated June 22, 1847, 18 printed in Sen. Doe. 1, 30 Cong., i W 26% ?me opinion.  Our agents is_thianl; ifinpgsls:mMinis t:glrvi:e le:g

Englishmen,”
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d no scruples asto

:nate the war and showe ot
alike eager to temmat: They called Gener al Pllg)wﬁeasalt:f |
the method of doing so- their councils, an )

ident’s next friend, into e appmval’ o'
Pfrte:r some hesitation, expresse
a agreed

A Tun
that it was upon t ther than to march on Mexico and m

o termshm . The ten thoussimd dgllagi f%:
5 (EiS}( Ofv?::;): therefore smmediately paid ov
lated Ior

; one hand, and the

: -elv continued between Trist, gﬁet})fher.l Santa Anna,
acml‘lfeg agents of Santa Aléna’ %l:,'mg reluctant to Caﬂ"{l ‘:ﬁ
rep w reported as being that until the
however, “;asng?ng and Scott was mf-(;l-ﬂllf Lllmal‘ the city of
the understa s could take up & posi 1O't‘on to undertake
Am(emcag fg;ognna would not be in a postid
Mexico da

s 9 . d was undOllbt&ﬁy
negotiations. hv Santa Anna hesitate
The reason Why

trol Con-
! t he could not con

ad discovered tha

because he b

1 oo their consent 0
uld neither give dertake
that they wo Anna to UDGERE
Al > otiations noOr al'qu Sa?;'a %:cretary of State
opening nﬁ_g own responsibility. S hbf June that Cor-
i oxil)adlswritten on the twenty-secon

Ibarra,

must “deter
t decide as to a treaty of peace, and
gress MUS

is princi 1 a8 to these negol
Scott informed some of his principal office
1 On July 16 Sco

: T oy
X tly"” in Euppod-,mwi,d
fully and do_quen d Shields Al
ations. Pillow “came out very Quitman an

i ¢ to report
. 1s appl’()\"ed it ist was careful no i
Santa Anna, at{(‘liz“:tlgﬁg“ﬁmmhmck, 267.) Tris When Buchana luﬂd
sai - .
Crai S il
e Shem through the newspapers N (Buchanan to THStE
ce all those who

1 ] t' by =3 I
war was over l)y t e wers were 'lece]ved, a—nd ]tww ©

the 1m t'helr ans I

be thought b&qtl to 1@t| the matt.er d“)p.

See Olk,s D‘Wﬂh

1
2 Trist repo

; plicied ¢ matter
-y s poaoe st that :,:lx?e‘,) Iked of “taking th

s the capital,
vance 01089 to

: o+ himself dictator.
;. making himse ly 23, 1
in & military way, & € hanan, July
e h“%ﬁi‘niib'é‘éi a bribe.—(Trist to Buc
mi no'

MSS.)

,to B:ucha.nan that he was

he whole expedient to Open the negotiation

tepealed the statute of
dliort was to persuade Congress to assume g share of the
fesponsibility in undert

o Congress was to put the w
Sanfa Anna. The difficult

: 329. afnil
v, 196, Quitman, I, 3‘&}mme Santa Anod Y8 L

and would first allow the Ameri ‘
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mine what should be deemed mogst

but Congress had been in no hurry to assume such dangerous
responsibilities, so that it was not until the thirteenth of

July that a quorum was secured and the peace proposals of
the President of the United

States were laid before the
members. By this time Tbarra had ceased to hold office,
after a tenure of only three or four weeks, and Santa Anna,
through Ramon Pacheco, his new Minister of Relations, ad-
dressed & communication to

Congress on July 16, urging
the importance of their taking some definite stand.?

The subject was thereupon referred by Congress to a com-
mittee, and the committee reported that under the Consti-
tution of 1824 the executive was authorized to conduct all

diplomatic negotiations and to make ]l treaties—whether
of peace or of any other nature—although before ratifica-
tion of them he must obtain

the approbation of the General
Congress; so that the subject was entirely within the juris-
diction of the President.* The committee also reported that
all extraordinary powers ¢

onferred by the constituent Con-
gress had ceased upon the readoption of the Constitution
under the Acta de Reformas of May 18, 1847, and that so

much of the law of April 20 as Limited the prerogatives of

the executive had become inoperative. They therefore de-
dared that Congress had no power to act.

The whole controversy, of course, turned, in form upon the
technical question whether the readoption of the Constitu-
tion of 1824 by the Acta de Reformas in May had impliedly
: April; but in reality Santa Anna’s
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proper on that subject” ;t

aking negotiations, while the effort
hole of the responsibility upon

y would have been solved by a

Ot act either repealing or re-enacting,

in S0 many words, °
e law of April 20 ; but the Congress co

uld not bring itself
*Ben,

umnoc 1,30 Cong,, 1 sess., 40,

0 Summary of Pacheco’s communication will be found in Sen. Doc. 52,
| ,‘Q“E-, 1 sess., 302 ef seq. '

Constitution of 1824, sec. 110, subd. XIV; Dublan y Lozano, II, 730,
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to adopt either course, SO that the subject was eventually
laid on the table and nothing was done in regard to 1t.!
The character of the opposition was perfectly well under
stood from the first. Writing a fortnight before Congres
actually met, Bankhead expressed his opinion very frankly,

“The whole affair,” he wrote. “has been one of those miserable
intrigues by which questions of importance are delayed and beneficial
measures rendered unavailable. No one pOSSESSEs moral courage”
enough to take a due share of responsibility upon himself. General
Qanta Anna on the one hand, is desirous of leaving the decision fo
Congress, while, on the other, that Assembly is anxious to throw any
of the odium which might attach to the measure upon the shoulders

of the Executive.” ?

A month later Thornton wrote privately to Trist on the
same subject as follows:

«You will no doubt have been amused at the mutual endeavoursof
Congress and Santa Anna to put the responsibility of entering into
negotiations upon each other; so far, (Congress have succeeded; for
although S. A. addressed them the plain question of whether they
wished peace or war, he was unable to make them meet t0 give him an
answer; since that time he has been saying to several people, 0
among the number to Mr. Mackintosh, that he must let :

Scott advance, even close up to Mexico and since he is now a!

by Congress must then as military chief endeavour to make peacs
There is no doubt that he is very anxious for peace, for he knows
well what will be the fate of his army if he risks another battle; but
he has many difficulties to contend with, and many enemies who ar
raising a war cry merely for the purpose of bringing on his overthrow;
the principal of these is Valencia, who returned two days ago from the

North with 4,000 men.” ?

And thus the subject of peace negotiations was dropped
in consequence of the inability of Santa Anna and the Con-
gress to agree, to be resumed some three weeks later Uit =
circumstances far less favorable to Mexico: Bub MEATHE

Qeott had prepared a memorandum, & COPY of which B

1 México & través de los Siglos, IV, 670.
MSS.

2 Bankhead to Palmerston, June 29, 1847, No. 67; F.O.

3 Thornton to Trist, July 29, 1847; copy of note encl
despatch No. 10 of July 31, 1847; Stale Dept. MSS.
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said to have been given to San

B to Colonel Hitcheock, ta Anna, in which, accord-
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