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“Gen’l Scott arrogates to himself the ri
channel through whom the U.
nicate with the Government o

ght to be the only proper
S. Government can properly commu-

f Mexico on any subject; which is an
assumption wholly unwarrantable & which I will not tolerate. The

truth is that I have been compelled from the beginning to conduct the
war against Mexico through the agency of two Gen’ls highest in rank
who have not only no sympathies with the Government, but are hostile
to my administration. Both of them have assumed to control the
Government. To this I will not submit &
Gen'l Scott from the chief command as he shall refuse or delay to
obey the order borne to him by Mr. Trist. My doubt is whether I
shall delay to remove him until I can hear further from him.” !

will as certainly remove

Marcy and Buchanan, in accordance with the President’s
decision, therefore, wrote at once to Scott and Trist, re-

spectively, condemning in very plain language the folly of
both parties and pointing out the danger to the public inter-
ests “of a violent and embittered personal quarrel between
tWo functionaries of the Government in the enemy’s coun-

» and whilst the war is raging.” 2

The folly both of Scott and Trist was apparent enough,
and so far as the latter was concerned it would have been
hard to find any excuse for his want of ordinary tact and

sense. For Scott, on the other hand, some excuses might be

made.  He had not been fully informed as to the object of
Trist’s mission.

He was in the midst of the most harassing
occupations. The questions of transport and supply, which
Wwere absolutely essential to his continuing the forward
tovement that he had begun with such remarkable suc-
0, were weighing constantly upon his nerves. He had
800d reason to believe that the government was intending
W supersede him, if a plausible opportunity could be found;
and his vain and supersensitive nature, at the idea of being
for Benton, was irritated to an extreme degree.
He was always greedy for flattery, and correspondingly ir-
+Doll's Diary, 111, 58,

Buchanan to Trist (in full); Moore’s Buchanan, VII, 343, 344 Marey to

) . 80, 30 Cong,, 1 sess., 975. The correspond-
€8 n regard to Lieutenant Semmes, in which Scott’s petulance is exhibited
M almost as strange 5 light as in his correspondence with Trist, will be found
ter volume, pp. 977-992,

™ e s e i,




432 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

ould construe into criticism or rebuke.

His whole nature craved applause, and as he had, not re-
ceived it in what he considered adequate measure, it is mof
surprising to find him writing to the War Department ex-
pressing in almost teminine terms his longing for sympathy.

ritable at anything he ¢

many cruel disappointments and mor-
cel since I left Washington, or the
on the part of the War Departe
I beg to be recalled from this

« Considering,” he said, “the
tifications I have been made to f
total want of support and sympathy
ment which I have so long experienced,

army.” !

Thus Scott remained for weeks at Puebla, awaiting the

reinforcements wWhose coming was SO long delayed—ner
Meanwhile affairs in the

vous, irritable, and suspicious.
city of Mexico were in a most disturbed and uncertain

condition.

The disastrous result of the battle of Cerro Gordo had
alarmed and angered the ruling class, though not yet to the

point of deposing Qanta Anna. Congress, which was stillin
session, was fully conscious of the President’s unrivalled tal-

ents for vigorous administration, but, fearing treachery, Was
determined to limit his powers; and it passed an act for that
purpose on April 20, ;mmediately after receipt of the news

of the battle.
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the plan was so far successful that a certain number—prin-
cipally Irish Catholics—did desert at Jalapa and Puebla.

The Mexican Congress also discussed the offer of British
mediation or good offices which had been made to both the
United States and Mexico some months before, but which
had not as yet been accepted by either. While this discus-
sion was going on, Baranda, the Mexican Minister of For-
eign Relations, sent 2 confidential message to the British
minister in Mexico asking him to ascertain from General
Seott whether he would consent to a temporary suspension
of hostilities in case the Mexican government should accepk
the good offices of Great Britain.

«Guch a proposition,” the British minister reported to l}m own
government, “Your Lordship may well suppose, T at once rejected;
for although upon the surface it appeared simple, yet I could easily
trace that the real object was to make me a sort of medium of aseer-
taining the views of the American General, without in the slightest
degree compromising the Mexican Government—for Sefior B
would give no guarantee that upon this, propositions would be lis-
tened to from the United States. . . - To suppose for an instant that
the American Commander could in his present advantageous position

be influenced by the contingency of Mexico accepting the good
of Great Britain, or that any British Minister could make such a pre-

posal, entirely hypothetical and without guarantee, could only be
imagined by a politician of this country.” !

A few days later Baranda returned to the subject. He
wished to notify Scott that the Mexican government would
receive proposals for peace on condition that Scott shoule

not advance.

«But these proposals,” as Bankhead stated, “are to be held it
the utmost confidence between the parties, until the Gov'. are &F
abled to dispense with the services of the Congress, and thus assume
all the powers belonging to that body.”

How Baranda expected to evade the penalties of tgeng

of April 20, 1847, he did not state; but at any rate the
1847 British F. 0. MSS. Palmerstos
in reply expressed his emphatie approval of Bankhead's course.

1 Bankhead to Palmerston, April 30,
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Two days after his arrival he summoned a meeting of all
the general officers then present in the city of Mexico and
submitted to them certain questions, which were freely dis-
cussed and put to a vote. It was unanimously agreed, first,
that the war must be continued, and, second, that the capital
of the republic should not be abandoned. A third and more
difficult question was as to the method of defending the city.

The general plan of military operations adopted at the meet-

ing was that strong detachments should be posted along the
line which the American army must traverse in order to
march upon the capital, which detachments were to form the
first line of defence; that the second line was to be formed
in the neighborhood of the capital itself ; that the engineers
were to prepare a plan of fortifications for both lines; that
additional hodies of troops should be organized to attack
the enemy in flank on his advance; that the various guerilla
bands should act in combination with such detachments;
that an Army of the East should be formed, composed of the
militia of the southern and eastern states under the orders of
General Bravo, with General Rincon as second in command ;!

that the Army of the North should be reinforced by addi-

tional levies in the northern and western states, General

Valencia remaining at its head, with General Salas as sec-

ond in command; and finally, that the city of Mexico should
be the general base of operations.

These points having been disposed of, Santa Anna gravely
informed the assembled generals that, in spite of his requests
to be permitted to withdraw from a share in public affairs,
the acting President (Anaya) had insisted on Santa Anna’s
taking over the Presidency; that he had reluctantly con-
sented to make this new sacrifice; and that he would now
take up the reins of government.?

On the day after this meeting Santa Anna attended a ses-
sion of Congress and solemnly swore to the Constitution of

*Bravo and Rincon resigned the command of the Army of the East a few

days later, and it was intrusted to General Lombardini, who had commanded

ﬂl'nof_&nta Anna’s divisions at Buena Vista.

* Minutes of meeting of generals on May 20, 1847; Apelacion al buen Cri-

kﬁ' App: 83 el 8eq.
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1824 and to an act passed May 18, 1847, known as the law
of constitutional reforms (Acta de Reformas C onstitucionales),
:n which that Constitution was readopted with some minor
modifications;! and on the day after taking the oath (May22,
1847) he issued a manifesto to the nation. He began by
eulogizing his own activity and zeal in going out to meet the
enemy at Cerro Gordo, and expressed his regret at having
found an absolute indifference to the welfare of the nation
in the city of Puebla, and explained the consequent neces-
sity he was under of pursuing his march to the capital in

order to defend and save it at all hazards.

“My return to the exercise of the Presidency,” he continued, “ dur-

ing the few days which will elapse before the new election, has been an

accident and also a necessity, due to the refusal of the modest and

earnest patriot—who has so worthily governed during m
on the campaign—to continue in office. Compelled, in spite of my

most strenuous resistance, to take up the direction of affairs, I at

once submitted the question of defending the capital to the delibera-
jcy was unani

tion of all the generals now here; and that pol
agreed to, after considering not less the rules of the art of war, than

the desirability of avoiding the risk of suffering which might be

caused to the population by the enemy’s projectiles. . . . The co-
operation of all classes of society and of all its individuals is now essef=
tial. The clergy cannot in conscience consent t0 the domination of 8

people who admit, as a dogma of their policy, the toleration of

religious sects. Is the clergy prepared to permit Protestant ch
9

to be erected in the face of the very temple in which the Hostis adored?
The sacrifice of a portion of its property may preserve it from losing
the rest, and, along with that, the privileges which our laws

and which those of the United States do not allow. Are the ownets
of property aware how harsh and exacting are the decrees of the
conqueror? . . . The moment has arrived to risk all in order to save

all. Alas, that the gravity of the situation is so little und e,

was to addreSShimselfwithex*

Santa Anna’s next step
ess to the fortification of the ap-

traordinary vigor and succ
1 Dublan y Lozano, V, 275-279. It seems to have been then the otl“.
of some members of Congress that the formal restoration of the Constitutios
would be an implied repeal of the act of April 20, 1847, giving the execufive

extraordinary powers.
* Mézico d través de los Siglos, IV, 666.
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When, therefore, Tyist found that Gieneral Scott declined
letter to the Minister of Foreign

to forward Buchanan’s
him to have it trans-

Relations, it very naturally occurred to
egation; and for this purpose

mitted through the British 1
he managed to send a letter from Puebla to Bankhead in
Mexico, inquiring whether the latter would deliver the letter
from Buchanan t0 the Minister of Foreign Relations, and
make known verbally, ot the same time, the presente of
an American diplomatic agent at Scott's head-quarters. In
reply, the British minister sent one of his attachés to Pueblsy
an amiable young gentleman who had recently graduated
Mr. Edward Thornton,

from the University of Cambridge,

to communicate with Trist.!

Thornton, after escaping safely from the guerillas on the
road—from whom, a8 he reported, he ran serious risks—ar
rived in Puebla on the tenth of June and had separate intet=
views with Trist and Scott, who were § ing
terms. To Trist he explained pre
situation in the capital.

«T told him,” aaid Thornton, « that Sefior Bara
quently expressed & desire to discover some mean
Negotiations with the United States’ Government, thou
think it expedient, oF did not possess courage sufficient,
publickly, had resigned his office two days before the receipt of

letter, and that as yet the President had nam

him. . .-
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