CHAPTER XLIII

SCOTT AT PUEBLA

ecks after the battle of Cerro Gordo,

i o was in a state of nervous wory
- Whl'le S(::’: sfreia’t?li many problems .of t;an:g:(; :(.111(;
o exmff?were pressfng upon his attention, ; ¢ e
s 'ah he regarded as extremely offensive o
i 'th ffected his relations with Premd'entN. lca
m?‘t?mny" : This letter was from a certain : ticof v
I’i‘m'nftl:r?;nv;ras dated at Vera Cruz on tl,tl;la 'SE; n
ot ig aintance W y ‘
icmt &aﬂ E::l v}srra: tsﬁéogﬁieafcggrk of the State Departmentin
now t
W&Shingmﬂt- understand the purpose of Trist’s ﬁgﬁz ';g
111_ A dothe results which followed from W ok
ey a? ill-judged letter, it is necessary to got e
il VEI'}d toJ relate events which were kliovmb?n 4
e ?H ersons outside the President’s ca ; a.meetmg
" (())Iﬂ{hee?wglfth of January, 1847, Bu}tlzh:r;in,h z;d - "
of tﬁe President’s cab'metl, rzgoxl'\t;élﬁzoaand e
e f}toﬂl?t,nat Tﬁiﬁm again qndex:talf{enotro :;1;&09-
e aIfl Santa Anna and his desires in a\]rl e
e wegsozha had called nearly a year bfafgri e
Wh?nl without credentials of any sortf, thl; o
ok ):)W thought it necessary, In V1eW 0 vl Bunstmtﬁdw
haﬁ’e :f the advice he had then given, to AGIXPont,e o Rei
i(})la.{ he had letters from Santa Anna, Almonte, -

These letters proved not to
were mere friendly correspon

iters on various topics.
the writers on 418

Nort quite three w

dence, setting out the views

be in any sense credentials, %
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Atocha refrained from calling upon the President, but he
announced to Buchanan that he intended to confer with Sen-
afor Benton; and the President asked Buchanan to get what
information he could through Benton. Two days later Ben-
ton called upon the President and translated some letters
addressed to Atocha from hoth Santa Anna and Almonte,
in which they expressed their desire for an honorable peace.

“It is manifest,” the President noted
confidence and is in correspondence wi
it is manifest, also, that Atocha’s visit to Washington is at their in-
stance. His object, no doubt, is to open the way for negotiations,
and to ascertain the terms upon which peace would be made. The
letters which Colonel Benton read to me were in the Spanish language,
but he translated them to me into English. As an additional proof
that Atocha is in the confidence of Santa Anna, he was fully advised

of the visit made to Santa Anna by Alexander Slidell McKenzie at
Havana last summer,” !

» “that Atocha possesses their
th them. From these letters

Atocha’s suggestions as to the terms of peace were the Rio
Grande as a boundary, with the space between that and the
Nueces as neutral territory, and fifteen or twenty million

dollars for California, Atocha “seemed to be uninformed

about New Mexico. He suggested that peace commission-
e should meet at Havana a

nd in the meantime the block-
ade of Vera Cruz should be raised.”

The President, was satisfied, as the result of his conversa-
tion with Benton, that Atocha might be made useful; but
be considered it impolitic for him to see Atocha in person,
aud it was agreed that all further communications should be
had through Benton and Buchanan, At the next cabinet
Ieeting Buchanan reported the results of these interviews.

';,;j- said that he regarded the evidence as conclusive that

ﬁus Person was in the confidence of Gen’l Santa Anna

onte and other principal men now conducting the
sovernment of Mexico,” and had no doubt that Atocha had

- €0 sent to Washington by them to prepare the way for

a8, Buchanan, moreover, said he had no doubt the Mexi-

~ Gl government would make peace on the terms stated by

! Polk’s Diagy, IT, 325.
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Atocha; but the President at once remarked that he “would

not agree to the proposed reservation of a neutral territory

between the Nueces and the Rio Grande, and that we must
1l as the Californiasfor

obtain a cession of New Mexico as we
a consideration.” Buchanan said that he had so informed
the appointment of peace com-

Atocha, who had again urged
missioners and the raising of the blockade of Vera Cruz.

«] objected because Mexico might
t desire to have our naval forees
withdrawn from Ve as to enable her to import
arms & munitions of War into Vera Cruz, and after that was aceom-
plished might refuse to treat or to agree t0 such terms as we
accept, and that if this should turn out to be so we would be over-
reached, and Mexico would thereby obtain an important advantage
and subject the administration to the rdicule of the whole world for
ling therefore to raise the

its credulity and weakness. I was unwil
land or ses,

blockade or to relax our warlike movements, either by
Juded and signed. After that was

until a Treaty was actually conc
done, I would be willing to suspend military operations for a reasoi
il i i the Treaty would be it
the Cabinet was then
ously of opinion that a letter should be
{ State to the minister of Foreign affa
tment of Commissioners on the part
to negotiate for peace.” !

«Tyo this,” says the President,

not be sincere in the matter, and migh
ra Cruz for a time S0

taken and they were unanim
addressed by the Secretary 0
of Mexico, proposing the appoin
of both nations to meet at Havana
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in preparin

No time was lost
Minister of Foreign

sense to the Mexican

and after being unanimously app
rs of the cabinet, it was shown to Be
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chanan should go as commissioner on the part of the United
1

StaTtﬁz' President had also, in confidence, expressed his views
freely to various members of the Senate, and ar‘{long f)i};lhem
to Crittenden, of Kentucky, who “thgugh c.hf’fm ing wit! E
in politics is an honorable gentleman. Crlttenglenilacc?

ing to the President, expressed his concurrence in the v1e1fws
of the administration respecting the proposed outlines ofa

treaty of peace, and was specially pleased with the Presi-

dent’s intention not to insist upon taking from M.emlcqo a
Jarger amount of territory than that embraced in New

Mexico and California.

i i & itation of
¢ im.” said the President, “I deprecated th('e agi
i ciadolt and though a South-Western man &

from a slave-holding State as well as hims_elf, 1 (lid. not des(;re bet; ac-
quire more Southern Territory than that which I had indicated, because

i i or the agitation of &
I did not desire by doing so r e g
quelstion which might sever and endanger the Union 1tseili.t_eldt(;olli
him the question of slavery would probab:)y neverﬂlj:r: 3;1; e dlbeb“t

; o g s

i acquired New Mexico & California, because tb bel
;f, :;rrogr ribbon of territory South of the 1\11550111‘.! com};;romlsé line
of 36° 30/, and in it slavery would probably never exist. Xie €xp

himself highly gratified at these views.” *

So matters rested for two mgnths, while 'the 1f;realdenii
and his Secretary of State awaited the receipt t} :;1';
from the Mexican government to the overtures i)s peace.

Atocha, bearing Buchanan’s note of January 15, !

the city of Mexico on February 13, and the-f:(ljlmm‘::ltzﬁlﬁ
was at once laid before Congress together with a 8 por
by Atocha of what he understooc{ the American ?1(;?7 .
of peace would be. These, he said, were & boxIJ.)n gl aloﬁﬂ
the mouth of the Rio Grande _due west to tk_xeh :]: .
the parallel of 26° north la.jcltude, for3whlc. : sulprﬁ'
States would pay fifteen million _dollars. It is nowﬂ]jngt _
ing that Mexico should at that time have been un

treat upon any such basis.

1 [bid., 410.
s Bankhead to Palmerston, Marc

the slavery question in Congress,

? Ihid., 350.

h 2, 1847; British Foreign Officé MSS.
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By March 20, 1847, Atocha was back again in Washington
with a reply from Monasterio, who was again acting as
Minister of Foreign Relations, written on the first day of
the battle of Buena Vista. It was conceived in terms much
better calculated to gratify the Mexican newspapers than
foput an end to the war. After unflattering remarks on the
itylterior designs” and the “aggressions” of the United
States, the note stated that the Vice-President (Gémez
Farias) would “lend himself to the adjustment which is indi-
cated to him,” but only on the understanding that he would
never agree to give up the independence and the integrity
of the republic; and that “the raising of the blockade of our
ports and the complete evacuation of the territory of the
republic by the invading forces shall be previously accepted
as a preliminary condition.” !

The refusal of the Mexican government even to hear what
proposals the United States government had to make—
for such was, of course, the effect of the conditions they im-
posed—came as a great disappointment to President Polk
and his cabinet; but in a few days the detailed reports of
Taylor’s victory at Buena Vista arrived, and the first news
of the surrender of Vera Cruz; and again the subject of
negotiations for peace was considered by the cabinet. The
President thus records the discussion which took place on
Saturday, the tenth of April.

“I had several times mentioned to Mr. Buchanan the importance
of having a commissioner vested with Plenipotentiary powers, who
should attend the head-quarters of the army ready to take advantage
of cireumstances as they might arise to negotiate for peace. I stated
to the Cabinet to-day that such was my opinion, and that I thought
it the more important since the news of the recent victories, and
especially since the information received this morning of the fall of
Vera Cruz & the Castle of San juan D’Ulloa. All the members of the

binet present concurred in this opinion. The embarrassment in
camying it out consisted in the selection of a suitable commissioner
or commissioners who would be satisfactory to the country. This was
A great difficulty. Such is the jealousy of the different factions of the
' tic party in reference to the next Presidential Election to-

Monasterio to Buchanan, Feb. 22, 1847; Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 37.
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wards each other that it is impossible to appoint any prominent man
or men without giving extensive dissatisfaction to others, and thus

jeopardizing the ratification of any Treaty they might make. In

this also the Cabinet were agreed. 1 stated that I preferred that the
Secretary of State should be the sole commissioner to negotiate the .

Treaty, & that I would have no hesitation in deputing him on that
special service if the Mexican authorities had agreed to appoint
commissioners on their part, but as they had refused to do this he
could not attend the head-quarters of the army for an indefinite

period of time and with no assurance whether the Mexican authorities

would agree to negotiate. Mr. Buchanan expressed his entire con-
s view. He said he would be willing to go in person

if there was any assurance that negotiations would be speedily opened,
but under existing circumstances & with our present information he
could not, of course, think of going. Mr. Buchanan then suggested
that Mr. N. P. Trist, the chief clerk of the Department of State,

might be deputed secretly with Plenipotentiary powers o the head-
quarters of the army, and that it might be made known that such &
person was with the army ready to negotiate. M- Trist, he said,
was an able man, perfectly familiar with the Spanish character and
Janguage, & might go with special and well defined instructions.
suggestions struck me favourably. After much conversation on
subject it was unanimously agreed by the Cabinet that it would be
proper to send Mr. Trist, and that he should take with him & Treaty
drawn up by the Secretary of State & approved by the Cabinet, which
he should be authorized to tender to the Mexican Government,
to conclude with them if they would accept it; but that if they would
not accept it, but would agree to appoint commissioners to negotiate,
that Mr. Trist should in that event report the fact to his Governmen
when Mr. Buchanan could go out as the commissioner. 'Thi in,
agreed upon by the members of the Cabinet present, & it being desir-
able, as it was a Very jmportant matter, that every mem of the
Cabinet should be consulted, I sent for the Secretary of the Treasury)
& 1 laid the whole matter fully before

ad retired. He came,
him. He fully concurred in opinion with the other members of the

Cabinet.” *

The matter having thus been agreed upo
for to the White House, and th
having explained the matter fully
go, the President,
most insistent that extreme care

publicity.

currence in thi

n, Trist was sent
e President and Buchanat
to him, Trist consens
with his habitual secretiveness, being
should be taken 10 avoid

1 Polk’s Diary, 11, 465467,
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Trist at this tim
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erson,

whose granddaugh

i ghter he had :

Bt Point. but had res: ad married. He had

. s re entered
B law. He subee Cflgned before graduation and hr:.d

uently ent .
ﬁ::re?ergreelg asta Clerk. in the Treg,ss:rd uE:: fzemcff of th_e
el in Hgano President Jackson, and was ;u% time pri-
Spanish Characfz, where he gained his knowled :eqfllif?tly
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he 1 ' ssential t ;
theB}’m'lIl‘ﬁmg nt duty intrusted to }?if; Irying out successfully
: esday, the thirteenth P
t ; : of April, ¢ :
:hfﬁl:;}:ialgsnsf projet of a treaty xshjchh';;i:?iethad before
instructions gig‘?én {2 ;‘llizsfi?nqe hit followed theaishf:s }(’)‘I’; :}1};-
bounda ell eighteen month e
fy was fo be the Rio Grande from its i)gfx{:;:‘??t 'J.t“lﬁe
0 the

Mexico” and a
T L
e ower Californi i
Thianter eggltsti); ng.sige and transit acrossoiﬁ?-lstgnaddl‘
e treat;r et o that contained in the then nl;S']Of
i feg Granada relative to the t '
e of Fanama, was to be granted tmmSlt
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e o vt eyl
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e o give thi e
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Vately inst i
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maximum if Lo
e Isthmus of Tehuan-

! Ibid., 471-475.
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Polk thus finally committed his cabinet to the principle of

accepting a line running west from El Paso to the head of

the Gulf of California, a matter which some months before
had caused considerable discussion in the cabinet. Walker;
of Mississippi, In particular had “insisted that we should,
if practicable, acquire by Treaty all the country Northof&
line drawn from the mouth of the Rio Grande in Latitude
about 26° West to the Pacific.” That proposal had been
vigorously resisted by Buchanan, upon the ground espe
cially that the country south of the El Paso line would be
inevitably slave-holding territory; but the President ab firsé

had been rather inclined to side with Walker. Further re-

flection, and especially the course of the debates in Con=

gress, had convinced the President of the unwisdom of
Walker's views, which doubtless were prompted in greab
measure by his desire for expansion into what he sup

to be a cotton and SUgAr-growing region.!
The general principles having thus been settled, a special
meeting of the cabinet was held on Thursday, April 15, at
which the proposed treaty, the full power for Trist, and all
the other necessary papers Were submitted and approved?
The Secretaries of War and the Navy also read drafts
orders which they had respectively prepared to Seott and
Perry, informing them of Trist's mission and requiring them
to afford him all the tacilities in their power in accomp ishing
its object. They were, in effect, further instructed to S

pend hostilities if a treaty should be concluded and

by Mexico; but the language used was unfortunately Vagué

On the next day Trist set forth upon his mission, Wi
Polk believed had been kept 2 profound secret, known only fo
the members of the cabinet.’ Within a week, howeveh the

Mexican states.
, April 15, 1847; Sen. Doc. 52, 30 Cong.,
f Trist’s letter of credence in Moore’s B

271-276.
3 Trist went under an assu
Vera Cruz. See his letter to
1847, in Sen. Doc. 52, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 150.
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e, oclosures, and Tris 2 thing to counteract the
on May 6 and wrote ¢ we have seen, reached

4 the beginni ote to Scott
__ ing of this the letter referred
s from the War Départ If;hapter, merely enclosing thi or-
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suspension of hostilities. Should

rnment of Mexico for the
that the contingency has oceurred,

the gove
he make known to you, in writing,
of which the Presi
military operations should cease, you will regard such notice as a dire

tion from the President to suspend them until further orders. . .. M
Trist is also the bearer of a despatch to the secretary of foreign affains

of the government of Mexico, in reply to one addressed to the Seeres
tary of State here. You will transmit that despatch to the commander
of the Mexican forces, with the request that it may be laid before his
government, at the same time giving information t ist, ar

officer from our department of foreign affairs, next in
is at your head-quarters oF on board the squadron, as the case may

be.” !

Seott’s jealous and suspicio

Marcy’s order and at the news
State Department Was considered the proper person to take
up diplomatic negotiations with Mexico. Scott had e
pected, from <omething the President had said to him the

o distinguished a man as &

revious November, that s
o reside at head-quarters, with

in consequence

us nature at once took fire ab
that the chief clerk of the

Wright might be sent out t
' said Scott, “half at liberty to

an associate, “leaving me,
believe, I might, myself, be the other (Commissioner.”* B
tond anticipations of diplomatic successes being thus di&

appointed and his pride deeply offected, Scott—withotk
waiting to find ou

t what Trist's powers really were, OF Wi&t
might be the contingency upon which he was authoris
to direct a suspension of hostilities—instantly wrote bl
from Jalapa, expressing regret that th ;
at Vera Cruz should have wasted a detachment 0 bring W0
the despatches, declining to have any direct agency in for

from the Secretary of ts.tet?ﬁ!ﬂﬂ-f

warding a sealed despatch
Mexican government, and commenting upon the Secretd:

of War in very unbecoming terms.

] gee that the Secretary of War proposes t0 degrade meé; by
the commander of this army shall refer to yoU®

- ), &
il 14, 1847; H. R. Doc,, 60, 30 Cong,, 186, H0 &
Qecretary of State until that office was MW“&

Stat. at Large, X, 216), Trist Was b
department of foreign affairs.

quiring that A

1 Marey to Scott, Ap
there was no Assistant
act of March 3, 1853 (
as next in rank to the chief of ‘‘our

2 Aulobiography, 576.

- Bter of Foreign Relations.?

e commanding 08642 ‘Wheth
. er he ever read them at all himself

4 m . .
W aiter he received it), which he took care
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chief clerk of the De
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u g
1

in the heart of .
security for its 01,22?;;;?,‘:11try, » + . this army must tak
. e military

Seott was also fooli
sh
War a copy of this repl)f-enough Wit the Secretary of

If Trist had had the co
a wri " mmonplace wi .
juste(;t\?gtlrl?l?tm fii;’hmatt? e COﬂld Plllsggf? farefram i
no less than that of il}; misunderstanding; but h‘ir,: fbtﬁen i3
Jalapa on the fourte ¢ commanding general. H o 4 e
he prepared and sente;lth of May, and nea.rh; a Vf rEaChEd
a long argument, in Wh(; Scott (on whom he had n ie sgtes
i it
fhe orders of the War D ety of Seott’s refusal to oh £
fish time—that the epartment, and explai 0 obey
authori o only contingency nt?d—for the
ﬁwtiozzte)d f&)l direct a suspensionbof i{:}s‘;ill)'m’l wiiieh li vogs
Y the Mexican governm 1ties was the rati-

peace betw ent of i
een the two countries. In aasigflrll:it el ttrteaty .
etter, de-

. . .

Tl'l.st,
Y oy 32 iw:s ltlatters were delivered to §
R . w,:l 1e was about starting for
i any conversation Wit.hbTri
leg etters at that time; and, in f.'a,cS

cott on the morni

Puebla. Scott h:g
t and did not open
t, it does not appear
.From Puebla,
ary letter to
of the package
ty-second (the

\lie presence of toh :
o th many staff officers. One of th:m :: le;i(si‘g}e in
: 1rec-

Sthen read th
, e letters and 3
tharge fer of the papers. reported to him the general

ore than g week

T eek later, he wrote an g

" .,. br);i?eg that -he had not allowed flfgrazlld

n until the evening of the t:s?
en

 Doott fo Trist, M
o Seot;. 1", 1847, H. R. D
ot tt, May 9 and 20, 1847; 01%}30:2?10 Cong.,
ter of Foreign Relations, - % 848

1 sess,, 814-816
The letter fmn; Bu-

3 ‘“d ill Sen 1 { i cott dec ned to 0
*‘m A DOC. ] 30 Ong-: 1 B(?BSA, 38 ‘ 5 h : f rward
)

» and in Moore’s Buchanan, VII
y




